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Dave  Bowers  Scrapbook  Items 

•  At  upper  left,  Dave,  age  one  week  or  so, 
recently  arrived  in  the  world  (on  October  21, 
1938),  is  shown  with  his  parents,  Ruth  and 
Quentin  Bowers,  in  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania. 
(Continuing  clockwise) 

•  Dave  at  about  age  4  in  front  of  the  door  on  the 
bam  behind  the  family’s  Victorian  era  house  (circa 
1857)  in  Honesdale. 

•  Mmm  good!  Ice  cream  on  the  back  steps. 

•  Text  and  photo  from  an  article  in  the  Times - 
Leader,  Wilkes-Barre,  Penna.,  August  2,  1955. 
Dave,  who  had  began  collecting  in  1952  and 
dealing  as  a  high  school  student  in  1953,  was  on 
his  way! 

•  In  the  1980s:  Dave,  Bob  Karstedt,  Christie 
Bowers,  Andrew  Bowers  (partially  visible),  and 
Chris  Karstedt  at  Disney  World,  when  a  executive 
friend  there  asked  them  to  be  grand  marshals  in 
the  Main  Street  parade  (the  thousands  watching 
thought  they  were  movie  stars!). 

•  Just  a  few  years  ago:  Dave  and  Ray  M erena  in 
our  office. 
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Wow!  Who  would 
have  ever  dreamed  “way 
back  when”  that  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  would 
go  on  and  on  to  become 
the  longest  continu¬ 
ously  published  dealer 
periodical  in  American 
numismatic  history? 

Well  it  has,  and  I  thank 
you  for  helping  to  make 
it  happen.  Actually,  the 
Rare  Coin  Review, 
launched  in  the  late  1960s,  came  long 
after  my  first  catalogue  ( Bulletin  No.  I , 
September  -  October  1955,  eight  pages 
and  with  two  halftone  illustrations)  and 
after  a  string  of  issues  of  Empire  Topics 
and  a  few  other  periodicals.  Some  of 
these  are  highly  collectible  today.  My 
gosh,  at  an  auction  one  of  my  early 
catalogues  actually  sold  for  $800! 

Over  the  years  1  have  been  blessed 
with  great  support  from  many  people, 


including,  beginning  in 
1958,  Jim  Ruddy,  part¬ 
ner  in  the  Empire  Coin 
Co.,  at  which  time  I 
went  from  being  a  solo 
dealer  to  being  part  of 
an  organization.  In 
1961  we  announced 
that  we  had  achieved 
$1  million  per  year  in 
sales,  a  figure  un¬ 
matched  by  any  other 
rare  coin  dealer  or  auc¬ 
tion  house  (a  competitor  challenged  our 
veracity,  and  we  suggested  that  we  com¬ 
pare  audited  financial  statements,  at 
which  time  he  begged  off!).  Today  in 
2002-2003  I  like  to  think  that  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  staff  is  the 
most  enthusiastic,  most  talented  in  the 
world.  Of  course,  I  am  a  bit  biased,  but  I 
love  the  people  with  whom  I  “work.”  Of 
course,  in  the  wide  world  of  numismat¬ 
ics  we  have  many  fine  competitors,  too. 


In  any  pursuit  it  is  necessary  to  have 
some  guidelines,  and  at  an  early  point  I 
picked  quality  in  combination  with  knotrl- 
edge.  The  concept  of  quality  can  he  elu¬ 
sive,  especially  selling  into  a  market  in 
which  many  buyers  are  shopping  for  the 
lowest  price.  However,  except  for  some 
modem  issues,  there  is  a  difference,  and  1 
have  found  that  knowledgeable  old-time 
buyers  appreciate  it.  New  buyers  often  do 
as  well,  hut  it  takes  time.  When  buying  a 
coin  I  ask  myself,  "Would  I  add  this  to  my 
own  collection?” 

If  you  are  a  constant  reader  you 

know  that,  really,  I  have  never 
“worked”  a  day  in  my  life.  1  love  coins, 
coin  people,  and  coin  history.  Every  day 
brings  something  new,  as  no  two  collec¬ 
tors  or  dealers  are  alike,  nor  are  any  two 
coin  collections.  To  me,  writing  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  a  fascinating  pur¬ 
suit,  as  there  are  always  new  articles  to 
print,  new  questions  to  answer,  new 
“fillers”  to  find.  And,  the  fact  that  this 
is  a  favorite  way  for  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  clients  to  buy  coins  provides 
the  reason  why  it  can  be  published — it 
pays  its  own  way. 

In  this  issue  you  will  find  many 
items  to  entice  and  tempt  you,  includ¬ 
ing  new  purchases,  a  delightful  collec¬ 
tion  of  “middle  date"  and  “late  date” 
cents  1816-1857,  a  great  selection  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars,  and  more.  You 


Welcome  to  the 

Rare  Coin  review 

No.  1 50 


FEATURE  ARTICLES 

Enjoying  Numismatic  Research . 3 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  1934  Baltimore  Gold  Hoard . 35 

by  Leonard  Augsburger 


The  Curious  and  Rare  1 795  Half  Eagle 

With  Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse . 67 

by  Mark  Borckardt 


I  collectors] 


UNIVERSE 


Coins  &  Books  For  Sale 


Colonial  &  Copper  Coins . 10 

The  Roland  Park  Collection  of  U.S. 

Colonial  &  Copper  Coins . 14 

U.S.  Silver  Coins . 45 

U.S.  Gold  Coins . 69 

U.S.  Commemorative  Coins . 87 

Interesting  American  Items . 93 

Books  for  Sale . 74 

Coin  Albums  and  Supplies . 13,  104 


For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  569-5095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


Cover  price  $10.00 


DEPARTMENTS 


From  Dave’s  Desk . 1 

This  &  That . 24 

Coin  Quiz . 53 

Question  &.  Answer  Forum . 85 


Subscribe  today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Com  Review ,  and  The  Coin  Collector ,  plus  five 
Grand  Format"  auction  catalogues  produced 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  (with  prices 
realized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $300  if  purchased  separately! 


Domestic  Subscription . $175 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first -class  mail) ....  $200 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) . $250 


November/December  2002 


Rare  Coin  Review  #1 50 


1 


W ELCOME  TO  THE  RARE  COIN  REVIEW 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


will  find  many  items  priced  for  less  than 
$50  and  many  priced  in  the  thousands, 
some  in  “Good-4”  grade,  others  super 
gems — something  tor  everyone.  A  great 
thing  about  numismatics  is  that  forming 
an  interesting  collection  can  be  as  inex¬ 
pensive  (or  expensive)  or  as  focused  (or 
diverse)  as  you  want  to  make  it! 

The  very  best  way  to  spend  your 
numismatic  budget  is  to  buy  interesting, 
useful  books.  Often  a  book  costing  $50 
to  $100,  or  less,  can  provide  many 
hours,  many  days  of  enjoyable  reading 
and  serve  as  a  passport  to  many  plea¬ 
sures.  And,  a  book  can  be  exciting. 
Dona  and  Wayne  Leicht,  who  operate 
Kristalle,  a  store  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
Highway  in  Laguna  Beach,  California, 
about  2,700  miles  from  here,  saw  a  copy 
of  my  rather  expensive  (nearly  $200) 


book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History, 
and  rushed  off  an  urgent  order:  “Send  us 
ten  more!  The  book  is  terrific!”  Less 
than  half  the  price  is  More  Adventures 
With  Rare  Coins,  just  now  going  into 
general  distribution.  These  and  other 
books  by  many  different  authors  will  he 
found  in  our  Books  for  Sale  section. 
Take  a  10%  discount  on  any  order  for 
hooks  and  supplies  (such  as  our  conve¬ 
nient  “Eagle”  albums),  or  a  hefty  20% 
discount  if  the  list  price  of  your  order  is 
$100.01  or  more.  For  your  book  order 
just  call  Mary  Tocci  at  1-800-222-5993, 
credit  card  in  hand,  and  she  will  auto¬ 
matically  calculate  your  best  discount 
and  hasten  the  books  off  to  you. 

For  coins  call,  e-mail,  fax,  or  other¬ 
wise  contact  A1  Pinkall  and  his  associ¬ 
ate  Melissa  Karstedt  (daughter  of  our 


own  Chris  Karstedt,  Melissa  is  taking  off 
a  year — between  college  and  graduate 
school).  They  are  just  a  few  push-but¬ 
ton  touches  away  at  1-800-222-5993. 
Each  coin  you  buy  is  absolutely  guaran¬ 
teed  to  he  everything  you  hope  for— 
and  more — or  an  instant  refund  awaits 
you  per  our  guarantee. 

From  all  of  us  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  thank  you  for  being  a 
friend,  customers,  and  Rare  Coin  Review 
reader! 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 
President 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


Al  Pinkall  is  eagerly  waiting  for  your  order.  At  his  finger¬ 
tips  A1  has  the  coins  featured  in  this  issue,  and  stands  ready 
to  reserve  any  items  of  interest,  to  describe  the  surfaces  or 
characteristics  of  any  specimen,  or  to  help  in  any  way  pos¬ 
sible.  Al  has  been  in  numismatics  for  most  of  his  life,  and 
like  the  rest  of  us,  is  imbued  with  the  collecting  spirit! 
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Melissa  Karstedt  is  Al  Pinkall’s  right  hand  person 
and  looks  forward  to  talking  with  you.  Melissa  has 
been  in  coins  ever  since  she  was  a  youngster — at¬ 
tending  and  being  a  part  of  our  Eliasberg,  Bass,  and 
other  sales,  plus  assisting  in  our  retail  department 
talking  with  clients. 
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Enjoying 
Numismatic  Research 

hiy  Love  Affair  with  History 


Introduction 

At  the  ANA  convention  in  Atlanta 
in  2001,  I  was  invited  to  speak  at  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Bib¬ 
liomania  Society,  the  well-known  group 
of  devotees  in  the  field  of  collecting  and 
appreciating  hooks,  catalogues,  and 
other  items  relating  to  printed  numis¬ 
matics. 

The  following  is  a  transcription  of 
my  remarks,  edited  by  Pete  Smith  and 
with  some  updates  now  included  for 
readers  of  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  150.  I  had  better  watch  out,  for  in 
some  future  expansion  this  could  turn 
into  a  book! 

Welcome! 

It’s  nice  to  he  here  to  address  the 
Society.  I  love  numismatic  literature 
and,  although  I’m  a  rare  coin  dealer  as 
most  of  you  know,  when  it  comes  to  re¬ 
search  and  coins,  the  more  obscure  the 
challenge  the  better  I  enjoy  it.  I  really 
do  like  Proof  double  eagles  and  I  like  all 
the  rarities,  hut  if  someone  shows  me  a 
token  or  a  medal  I  have  never  seen  be¬ 
fore  I’ll  stop,  look,  and  make  notes. 

The  title  of  my  talk  today  is  “The 
Fascinating  Challenge  of  Numismatic 
Research.”  I’ll  discuss  some  observations 
that  I  have  made  over  the  years. 

First  of  all,  in  my  opinion  there  is  no 
single  right  way  or  best  way  to  do  nu¬ 
mismatic  research,  nor  are  past  creden¬ 
tials  (especially  in  another  area  of  en¬ 
deavor)  any  guarantee  of  success  in  nu¬ 
mismatic  inquiries. 

Some  people  have  come  in  from  the 
field  who  have  never  done  numismatic 
research  before.  A  good  example  is  Dan 


Owens  whose  book  on  Califor¬ 
nia  assayers  I  see  over  there  on 
the  table.  He  was  not  known  as  a 
numismatist  earlier.  I’m  not 
aware  that  he  ever  did  a  numis¬ 
matic  book  before,  or  even  an  ar¬ 
ticle,  but  he  created  a  very  credit¬ 
able,  indeed  authoritative,  book  on 
western  assayers  up  to  1863,  a  field 
that  had  been  lightly  treated  at  best. 
Dan  Owens  now  stands  as  an  example 
of  someone  who  is  a  very  competent 
numismatic  researcher  in  the  highly 
specialized  field  of  Western  Numismatic 
Americana. 

I  could  mention  others. 

R.H.  Burnie,  of  Pascagoula,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  in  1955  published  a  hook  on  small 
denomination  California  gold  and 
never  published  research  before  then 
and  not  since.  Aid  W.  Browning  all  of  a 
sudden  “appeared”  in  1925  with  his 
book  on  early  quarter  dollars  1796- 
1838,  and  disappeared  from  the  numis¬ 
matic  limelight  just  as  quickly. 

Well  Known  Research  Personalities 

I  think  the  father  of  numismatic  re¬ 
search,  in  a  popular  sense,  is  the  late 
Walter  Breen.  Walter  came  on  the 
scene  in  1950  and  revolutionized  nu¬ 
mismatic  research  by  going,  at  Wayte 
Raymond’s  request  and  expense,  to  the 
National  Archives  and  unearthing 
much  information.  At  the  same  time 
Walter  was  not  alone.  We  have  in 
today’s  audience  Eric  P.  Newman  who 
has  won  more  Heath  awards  from  the 
ANA  than  probably — this  is  not  an  ex¬ 
aggeration — the  next  four  runners-up 
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combined: 


Eric  picks  a  subject  whether  it  might 
he  Vermont  coins,  1773-dated  Virginia 
halfpennies,  or  the  enigmatic  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  shilling,  and  he  focuses  on  the 
topic,  doing  a  fare-thee-well  job,  nei¬ 
ther  looking  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left. 
When  he’s  all  done  there  is  not  too 
much  more  to  be  found  about  the  given 
item  in  question.  Even  today  in  2001 
there  is  little  anyone  has  added  to  his 
published  scholarship  years  ago  on  these 
and  other  topics. 

Today  the  1804  dollar  is  far  and  away 
the  most  famous  of  all  American  rarities 
from  a  publicity  viewpoint.  The  standard 
reference  on  the  series  is  The  Fantastic 
1804  Dollar  by  Eric  working  with  Ken 
Bressett  (who  is  not  here  at  today’s  gath¬ 
ering,  but  he  loves  research  also).  When 
I  was  a  teenager  in  the  1950s  I  would 
correspond  with  both  Eric  and  Ken  on 
various  historical  and  research  matters, 
and  the  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  all  of 
us  is  undiminished  today. 

John  Ford  Jr.  in  the  1950s  put  out 
“Numismatica  Americana,  “  a  short 
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lived  column  in  The  Numismatist, 
which  even  now  is  fascinating  to  read. 
John  has  done  a  tremendous  amount  of 
numismatic  research,  combining  the 
rare  talent  ot  making  things  interesting 
while  describing  their  history  and  tech¬ 
nical  details. 

John  suffers  from  the  perfection  syn¬ 
drome.  I  know  that  this  is  going  to  be 
transcribed  and  published  so  John  will 
be  reading  this.  However,  I  imagine  he 
would  be  the  first  to  agree  that  perfec¬ 
tionism  is  at  once  excellent,  but  also 
frustrating.  John  has  discovered  much,  a 
lot  of  which  remains  today  stored  in  his 
head  and  not  otherwise  accessible!  Per¬ 
haps  someday  a  lot  of  this  will  reach 
print.  For  a  number  of  years  I  have  been 
tape  recording  interviews  with  John, 
who  has  been  enthusiastic  about  shar¬ 
ing  his  experiences  of  years  ago — begin¬ 
ning  in  the  mid- 1930s  when  he  was  on 
the  cusp  of  becoming  a  teenager.  Per¬ 
haps  a  book  is  in  the  offing! 


B.  Max  Mehl 

The  same 
could  be  said  of 
B.  Max  Mehl 
regarding  stored 
knowledge,  the 
vast  majority  of 
which  has  never 
reached  publi¬ 
cation  (al- 


.  COINS  OF  THE  WOF 


■«».  s. 


_ 

tmti  oy.  “P-*-1 


though  we  all  enjoy  immensely  what 
did!).  Mehl  was  not  at  all  a  historian  or 
numismatic  researcher,  but  he  had  a  lot 
ot  business  transactions,  personal  expe¬ 
riences,  and  other  things  worth  sharing, 
from  a  career  that  began  circa  1903  and 
lasted  until  he  passed  from  the  earthly 
scene  in  1957. 

I  remember  having  dinner  one 
evening  with  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  twi¬ 
light  of  his  life.  I  had  a  whole  list  of 
questions  which  I  asked  him  and  he 
answered.  I  said  something  such  as, 
“You  know  so  much  and  you  should 
write  all  this  down,”  but  he  never  did, 
and  today  the  only  thing  that  anyone 
can  do  is  look  through  his  advertise¬ 
ments,  catalogues,  or  minutes  of  ANA 
conventions  to  see  what  you  can  find.  I 
rather  imagine  that  a  book  about  Mehl 
would  be  a  tremendous  addition  to  our 
numismatic  literature — for  he  was  the 
pre-eminent  dealer  for  a  half  century, 
during  the  greatest  period  of  evolution 
the  hobby  has  ever  known. 

Max  Mehl  had  a  very 
warm  personality,  and  to 
know'  him  was  to  enjoy  his 
company.  He  never  had  an 
unkind  word  to  say  about  any¬ 
one,  but  he  could  be  as  com¬ 
petitive  as  all  get-out.  Max 
enjoyed  “the  good  life,”  and 
took  many  railroad  excursions 
and  ocean  cruises  with  this 
family,  was  a  sightseer  and 
tourist  par  excellence,  and  was 
a  sage  observer  of  the  passing 
scene,  often  irreverently.  In 
particular,  the  proliferation  of 
new  variet¬ 
ies  and  the 
ups  and 
downs  of 
the  com¬ 
memorative 
market  pro¬ 
vided  rich 
fodder,  such 
as  this  piece 
of  pure 
Mehl-iana 
from  his 
1937  mono¬ 


graph,  The  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States,  discussing  the  1925  Cali¬ 
fornia  Diamond  Jubilee  half  dollar: 

“This  is  my  favorite  coin  because 
San  Francisco  is  my  favorite  city  (not 
that  you  give  a  damn).  This  beautiful 
coin  was  struck  to  commemorate  the 
75th  anniversary  of  California  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  (this  coin 
should  have  been  struck  in  gold).  Ob¬ 
verse  is  a  very  fine  piece  of  art  work 
showing  a  miner  washing  gold.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  a  polar  bear  [sic],  the  emblem  of 
California  (why,  I  don’t  know).  I  have 
traveled  and  toured  California  from  one 
end  to  the  other  and  have  never  yet 
seen  a  bear.” 

Walter  Breen’s  Hits  and  Misses 

Returning  to  Walter  Breen,  his  pub¬ 
lished  findings  based  on  research  at  the 
National  Archives,  in  libraries,  and 
elsewhere  are  viewed  today  as  good  and 
bad,  a  combination  of  hits  and  misses. 
The  good  things  are  that  he  discovered 
many  things  that  had  not  been  studied 
by  numismatists  before.  The  bad  thing 
was  that  he  committed  much  to 
memory.  For  example,  he  went  to  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University  collection  in 
Baltimore  and  made  mental  notes.  He 
was  a  polymath  and  was  a  keen  observer 
and,  sometimes,  a  keen  recorder  of  what 
he  encountered.  After  visiting  the  uni¬ 
versity  he  relied  on  his  memory  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  list  of  all  known  original  1827 
quarters,  a  definitive  list  he  published  as 
such.  However,  he  forgot  the  Johns 
Hopkins  coin.  He  just  forgot  about  it. 
Period.  In  other  instances,  he  “added” 
coins  to  collections  that  never  had  such 
pieces. 

Also,  Walter  made  a  huge  number 
of  assumptions  and  guesses,  particularly 
in  the  area  of  mintage  figures,  restrik¬ 
ing  activities  at  the  Mint,  and  more. 
He  would  look  at  a  mintage  report  and 
if  deliveries  of  coins  were  made  on  cer¬ 
tain  dates,  he  would  say,  well  then, 
that  all  in  this  batch  were  made  from 
die  pair  No.  1,  this  group  is  all  from  die 
pair  No.  2,  and  die  pair  No.  3  struck 
precisely  3,245  coins,  or  whatever.  A 
lot  this  found  its  way  into  the  Guide 
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Book  and  now  has  to  he  undone.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  he  did  not  identify  what 
was  a  fact  and  what  was  a  guess. 

Also,  Walter’s  reference  sources  were 
extremely  limited,  actually  incredibly 
so.  If  a  coin  appeared  in  a  New  Nether¬ 
lands,  or  Stack’s,  or  Bowers  and 
Merena,  or  Chapman  catalogue,  it  was 
likely  to  he  cited  by  him.  However,  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  the  vast  repertoire  of  Tho¬ 
mas  L.  Elder  catalogues — laden  with 
rarities  and  information — was  com¬ 
pletely  ignored!  Similarly,  Hollinbeck 
Coin  Co.  (the  Kagin  brothers), 
Geoffrey  Adams,  Bangs  &.  Co.,  and 
thousands  of  other  auction  catalogues 
were  never  studied.  The  published  re¬ 
sults  of  Walter’s  research  myopia,  once 
considered  to  be  Gospel  by  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  can  be  rather  humor¬ 
ous  when  read  today — check  out  the 
rarity  comments  on  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  Mint  gold  dollars  in  the  un¬ 
dated  monograph,  Major  Varieties  of 
U.S.  Gold  Dollars,  that  Hewitt  Brothers 
published  in  1964! 

Of  a  politician  it  was  once  face¬ 
tiously  said,  “I  know  that  half  of  what 
he  says  is  true.  The  problem  is  that  1 
don’t  know  which  half!”  Probably  80% 
of  Breen’s  theories  and  assumptions  cor¬ 
relate  with  facts,  and  20%  do  not — but 
it  is  taking  an  entire  cadre  of  modern 
researchers  to  separate  fact  from  guess¬ 
work. 

And  I  imagine  that  among  much 
other  published  historical  research  done 
by  others,  including  things  that  I’ve 
done,  there  are  things  that  can  be  suc- 

c  e  s  s  f  u  1 1  y 


at  one  point  or  another. 

However,  the  research  of  R.W. 
Julian — to  pick  just  one  other  name 
from  the  Breen  era — can  be  “taken  to 
the  bank”  today.  His 
information  from  the 
1960s  onward,  can  to¬ 
day  be  used  with  a 
very  high  confidence 
level,  as  Bob  was  and 
is  super-careful.  In 
contrast,  on  a  broad 
base  much  of  Walter’s 
things  range  from  as¬ 
sumption  to  pure  fic¬ 
tion,  the  “Midnight 
Minters”  of  1858  be¬ 
ing  in  the  latter  cat¬ 
egory  (in  my  opinion, 
which,  to  be  fair,  in¬ 
vites  challenge). 

All  of  this  said, 

Walter  Breen  deserves 
a  huge  helping  of 
credit  for  creating  in¬ 
terest,  inspiring  others, 
and  blazing  the  way  for 
modern  day  scholars.  I 
think  all  of  us  in  doing  anything  have  to 
lay  a  wreath  at  Walter’s  grave,  figura¬ 
tively,  and  say  that  he  opened  the  area  of 
popular  numismatic  research.  And, 
nearly  every  day  1  depend  upon  the 
greatest  work  of  his  life,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins,  to  answer  questions.  This  is 
such  a  great  volume  that  ever  since  it 
was  first  published  in  1988  we’ve  fea¬ 
tured  it  on  our  book  list,  and  years  ago 
we  announced  we  had  sold  10,000  cop¬ 
ies!  Wonder  how  many  we  have  sold  by 
now? 

The  Rittenhouse  Society 

Back  about  1956  or  1955, 
when  I  was  a  little  kid,  1  and  a 
few  others  got  the  idea  for  start¬ 
ing  the  Rittenhouse  Society 
which  came  to  be  formalized,  1 
believe,  in  1960. 

The  idea  was  that  young  nu¬ 
mismatists,  John  Kraljevich  is  a 
good  example  today,  enjoyed 
research,  but  the  subject  was 


not  all  that  interesting  to  older  numis¬ 
matists,  particularly  dealers.  Abe  Kosoff 
was  not  a  researcher,  Max  Mehl  was  not 
a  researcher,  Abner  Kreisberg  was  not  a 
researcher,  and  so 
forth.  Most  rare  coin 
dealers  were  simply 
merchants — much  as 
jewelers  are  and  were 
merchants.  This  is 
fine  and  dandy,  for 
perhaps  a  coin  dealer 
should  stick  to  his 
trade,  much  as  a 
shoemaker  should 
stick  to  his. 

However,  there 
were  a  lot  of  young 
people  who  loved  re¬ 
search — going  be¬ 
yond  the  questions  of 
rarity,  value,  and 
merchantability  of  a 
given  coin,  token,  or 
piece  of  paper 
money,  and  address¬ 
ing  its  history,  back¬ 
ground,  how  it  was 
made,  and  who  made  it. 

Grover  Criswell  liked  Confederate 
currency;  Ken  Bressett  liked  Vermont 
coppers;  I  liked  a  little  bit  of  everything 
(I’m  still  that  way  today!),  and  others 
had  further  specialties.  We  decided  that 
it  was  good  to  have  a  young  numisma¬ 
tists  society.  To  join,  you  could  not  he 
more  than  30  years  old  and  had  to  be 
interested  in  numismatic  research.  Well 
then,  several  people  said,  “What  about 
Eric  Newman?”  Wbat  were  you,  about 
31  then,  Eric?  Anyway  he  was  over  the 
30  line,  so  then  we  dropped  the  age  re¬ 
quirement! 

Since  then  the  Rittenhouse  Society 
has  been  a  fun  little  group — a  number 
of  you  in  the  audience  today  belong— 
but  the  membership  is  limited  by  the 
number  of  people  who  can  fit  around  a 
breakfast  table.  For  years  our  annual 
breakfast  meeting  at  the  ANA  Conven- 
tion  has  been  an  interesting  get-to¬ 
gether,  where  a  lot  of  old-timers  like 
Margo  Russell,  Ken  Rendell,  and  other 
people  that  don’t  show  up  on  the  nu- 
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Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  and 
Walter  Breen  study  the 
Bass  exhibit  at  the 
American  Numismatic 
Society’s  1989  Coinage  of 
the  Americas  Conference. 
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mismatic  scene,  every  once  in  a  while 
make  a  trip  just  for  this  breakfast.  It 
you  are  interested  in  belonging  you 
should  talk  to  a  member  and  get  on  the 
waiting  list  or  something.  (Sort  of  like 
the  Add-a-Man  Club  of  Pikes  Peak 
fame,  the  Society  takes  in  members 
slowly.  However,  this  past  August,  at 
the  ANA  Convention  in  New  York 
City,  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz  was  elected.) 

Other  Researchers 

Returning  to  research,  David  W. 
Akers  used  the,  “Just  the  facts,  ma’am,” 
approach  and  specifically  listed  in  his 
memorable  series  of  gold  monographs 
1975-1982  only  the  coins  he  had  per¬ 
sonally  seen,  or  citations  for  actual 
catalogue  listings.  Thus,  today  the 
books  are  still  immensely  useful,  for 
there  are  no  theories  or  assumptions 
that  need  to  be  undone. 

We  also  had  what  Carl  W.A. 
Carlson,  who  must  be  included  in  any 
later  listing  of  numismatic  researchers, 
called  tracking.  He  wrote  an  article 
called  “Tracker”  for  the  AN  A  Anthol¬ 
ogy,  a  compendium  edited  by  Carl  and 
by  Mike  Hodder,  that  went  along  with 
the  ANA  Centennial  History.  Basically 
what  Carl  did  was  to  read  through 
well-known  catalogues,  such  as  by  B. 
Max  Mehl,  Lester  Merkin,  New  Neth¬ 
erlands,  Stack’s,  my  own  firm’s,  and  so 
forth,  and  come  up  with  a  list.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  the  creation  of  a  commentary 
such  as,  and  here  I  improvise: 

“1873-CC  Quarter  without  arrows 
at  date.  Specimen  No.  1  went  from 
Collection  A  to  B  to  C  to  D  to  E.” 

The  only  problem  with  this  is  that 
this  is  a  good  jumping'off  spot,  hut  it  is 
not  at  all  definitive.  However,  in  a 
relative  sense,  if  Carl  assumed  that 
only  10  pieces  existed  of  a  certain  coin, 
then  for  sure  it  is  rare.  However, 
whether  there  are  actually  eight  pieces 
in  existence  (as  some  of  Carlson’s  list¬ 
ings  may  have  been  duplicate  records 
of  the  same  coin)  or  whether  there  are 
20  is  not  known.  A  few  years  ago  1  had 
the  pleasure  of  cataloguing  Carl’s  per¬ 
sonal  reference  collection  consigned 
for  auction. 


No  doubt  had  Carl  Carlson,  now 
the  late  Carl  Carlson,  written  his  life 
story  it  would  have  been  highly  inter¬ 
esting.  He  started  his  professional  ca¬ 
reer  at  Paramount  International  Coin 
Corporation  in  Ohio,  and  went  on  to 
work  as  curator  for  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  then  back  into  the  business 
side  of  things  with  NASCA  and 
Stack’s. 

Regarding  interesting  things  yet  to 
be  discovered  by  poking  and  poring 
through  printed  material,  the  potential 
came  home  to  me  recently  in  a  project 
that  Remy  Bourne  in  particular  has 
helped  with,  and  so  have  most  of  you 
in  the  room,  of  compiling  a  data  base 
on  United  States  gold  coins.  I  and  sev¬ 
eral  helpers  are  looking  through  over 
10,000  auction  catalogues  and  fixed 
price  lists  dating  back  to  the  early  19th 
century.  I  have  found  countless  listings 
for  major  rarities  that  were  not  re¬ 
corded  by  Walter  Breen  or  anyone  else 
in  modern  times.  I  guarantee  if  anyone 
wants  to  do  the  same  thing  for  pattern 
coins,  they  will  be  amazed  with  all 
they  discover!  Ditto  for  territorial 
gold! 

Treasures  in  Elder  Catalogues 

In  particular,  the  earlier-men¬ 
tioned  Elder  catalogues 
are  a  rich  hunting 
ground.  Elder  put 
out  his  first  auc¬ 
tion  catalogue  in 
New  York  City 
in  September 
1905.  Elder 
was  a  very  ac¬ 
tive,  lively,  and 
constantly- 
thinking  per¬ 
son.  He  was 
professional  teleg¬ 
rapher  who  sent  to 
the  world  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1901,  the 
news  of  the  death  of  President 
McKinley  who  was  fatally  wounded  by 
an  assassin  at  the  Pan-American  Ex¬ 
position  in  Buffalo.  But  Elder  was  a 
coin  person  at  heart.  He  started  col¬ 


lecting  at  about  10  or  11  and  was  in¬ 
terested  in  everything  from  coins  to 
Indian  arrowheads  to  tobacco  tags. 
Later,  in  the  early  20th  century,  he 
started  his  cataloguing  career.  A  crea¬ 
ture  of  method  and  order,  Elder  was 
not.  He  didn’t  know  anything  about 
logical  arrangement.  He  handled  a 
number  of  famous  collections  such  as 
the  Peter  Mougey  sale  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  William  H.  Woodin  sale  but 
he  also  created,  as  John  Adams  has 
delineated  in  Volume  II  of  his  remark¬ 
able  study  on  numismatic  literature, 
200  or  so  other  catalogues  plus  many 
magazines. 

Trying  to  study  Elder  catalogues  is  a 
very  daunting  task.  I  spent  a  week  at 
the  ANA  library  looking  through  all  of 
theirs,  constituting  the  bulk  of  what 
was  published.  Beyond  that,  John 
Dannreuther,  a  highly  competent  re¬ 
searcher  and  fine  friend,  loaned  me 
catalogues  from  Harry  W.  Bass’  set, 
which  he  had  bought  at  one  of  George 
Kolbe’s  auctions.  Others  were  found 

elsewhere. 

Tom  Delorey, 
a  modern  re¬ 
searcher  whose 
work  is  very 
“bankable”  in 
the  style  of  R.W. 
Julian,  wrote  a 
fascinating  se¬ 
ries,  “Thomas  L. 
Elder,  A  Cata¬ 
logue  of  His  To¬ 
kens  and  Med¬ 
als,”  which  was 
published  in  The  Numismatist  in 
1980.  Tom’s  resume  includes 
several  important  stops,  includ¬ 
ing  Coin  World,  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Certifi¬ 
cation  Service,  and  now  the  office 
of  Harlan  Berk. 

As  I’ve  mentioned,  I  found  huge 
numbers  of  super  rarities  in  the  El¬ 
der  catalogues.  Coiled  hair  Stellas, 
1828  over  7  half  eagles,  and  large  num¬ 
bers  of  other  very  well  known  things 
that  have  never  been  recorded  because 
I  don’t  think  any  modern  compiler  of 
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numismatic  information  has  ever 
looked  through  these  in  minute  detail 
(although  John  Adams  gave  a  sketch 
of  each).  A  curious  aspect  is  that  an 
Elder  catalogue  can  say  on  the  cover — 
and  this  is  a  hypothetical  illustration — 
"Beautiful  Collection  of  Gold  Dollars” 
hut  somewhere  in  the  hack  of  the  cata¬ 
logue,  between  two  Hard  Times  tokens 
will  he  a  rare  1861  -D  dollar  completely 
out  of  order  and  not  with  the  main  col¬ 
lection.  Elder  catalogues  more  than 
any  other  catalogue  that  I  know  of, 
need  to  he  gone  through  one  hy  one 
and  you  can’t  miss  a  page.  I  probably 
spent  at  least  a  month  doing  this — just 
for  gold  coins.  When  I  finished  there 
was  a  certain  sadness — sort  of  like  hav¬ 
ing  completed  the  last  Sherlock 
Holmes  story  written  hy  A.  Conan 
Doyle,  and  knowing  that  there  are  no 
more.  *. 

Learning  about  Col.  Cummings 

Let  me  mention  Barney  Bluestone. 
1  bought  a  set  of  this  Syracuse  dealer’s 
catalogues  from  John  Adams,  in  the 
hack  row  in  the  Numismatic  Biblioma¬ 
nia  Society  meeting  here  today.  I  spent 
two  weeks  looking  through  the  Blue- 
stone  catalogues,  which  yielded  a  lot  of 
things.  This  is  another  immense  and 
exceedingly  valuable  repertoire  that 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  studied  by 
Walter  Breen. 

Remy  Bourne  recently  sent  me  a 
couple  hundred  pounds  of  weird  and 
obscure  catalogues,  some  by  rare  coin 
dealers  1  had  never  heard  of,  and  1  am 
just  going  through  them  one  by  one 
by  one.  Every  once-in-a  while  you 
find  something  like — again  a  hypo¬ 
thetical  example — the  Jones  collec¬ 
tion  of  early  half  eagles  sold  in  To¬ 
peka,  Kansas,  in  1893,  that  I  never 
heard  of  before. 

The  Col.  Charles  Cummings  col¬ 
lection  of  gold  Proof  sets,  sold  hy  Wil¬ 
liam  Hesslein  in  June  1923,  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  generally  unknown  listing 
(although  Hesslein,  not  in  the  main¬ 
stream,  is  hetter  remembered  than  a 
lot  of  early  dealers).  Since  “discover¬ 
ing"  Cummings  1  have  found  picture 


postcards,  circa  1906,  featuring  his 
spacious  lakeside  estate,  and  have 
learned  a  lot  else  about  him  (one  of 
his  steam  launches  for  pleasure  rides 
was  called  the  Rowena,  and  for  music 
he  had  a  Welte  orchestrion  in  his 
house) — ’’stuff’  for  a  future  article, 
perhaps. 

Here  we  are  today  in  the  early  21st 
century  and  I  think  that  research 
through  old  auction  catalogues  still  of¬ 
fers  many  vital  opportunities.  I  encour¬ 
age  anyone  to  trod  the  path  not  usually 
taken — and  to  investigate  sources  out 
of  the  mainstream.  I  don’t  think  you 
will  find  much  new  in  one  of  my  cata¬ 
logues  or  one  of  Stack’s  catalogues  or 
B.  Max  Mehl’s  because  they  have  been 
pretty  thoroughly  mined,  but  there  are 
a  heck  of  a  lot  of  out-of-the-way  cata¬ 
logues  that  will  amply  reward  anyone 
with  the  luck  to  own  or  borrow  copies 
and  the  patience  to  look  through 
them. 


City  Directories 

Regarding  books  as  a  research  tool, 
my  own  personal  interest  is  to  go  be¬ 
yond  numismatic  titles.  I  like  numis - 
matic  books,  but  there  is  not  much  new 
“stuff’  to  he  found  in  them.  Instead,  I 
try  to  find  original  source  material  pub¬ 
lished  decades  ago  when  certain  coins 
and  currency  were  circulating.  1  have 
found  that  very  good  sources  include 
city  directories.  However,  city  directo¬ 
ries  need  to  be  understood.  I  probably 
can  discuss  city  directories  as  well  as  al¬ 
most  anyone.  Maybe  John  Ford  can 
talk  about  them  more  precisely  than  I 
could,  but  I  am  not  an  amateur  at  it  ei¬ 
ther. 

Take  as  examples  the  directories 
that  have  been  published  for  New  York 
City.  1  have  most  of  them  through 
1860  on  microfiche,  and  many  origi¬ 
nals  of  later  dates.  The  reliability  of 
the  information  varies  widely,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  compiler  and  publisher — 
and  such  change  over  a  period  of  years. 
You  might  see  that  someone  lived  at 
and  I’m  making  this  up  as  an  illustra¬ 
tion — 241  Broadway  in  1837;  that  they 
are  not  listed  at  all  in  1838;  in  1839 


they  are  found  at  24 2  Broadway;  after 
which  they  are  not  listed  for  two  years. 
You  might  assume  that  they  might  be 
moving  around,  while  in  reality  they 
haven’t  moved  an  inch.  The  answer  is 
that  many  New  York  City  directories 
did  not  build  on  previous  listings. 
Compilers  sometimes  started  from 
scratch.  A  person  living  in  a  given 
building  might  say  they  were  at  12 
Wall  Street  one  year,  10  Wall  Street 
another  year,  and  10-1/2  Wall  Street 
sometime  else. 

I  came  across  something  interest¬ 
ing  the  other  day,  and  I  don’t  know  if 
it’s  been  recorded  among  modern  nu¬ 
mismatic  scholars.  May  first  in  New 
York  City  every  year  was  called  Mov¬ 
ing  Day.  In  the  1820s  and  1830s  many 
if  not  most  apartments  and  transient 
places  of  occupancy  had  their  leases 
expire  on  May  first.  In  that  way  every¬ 
body  had  to  move  at  the  same  time, 
and  as  one  place  became  empty, 
someone  else  could  move  into  it. 
They  don’t  have  that  tradition  any¬ 
more,  but  there’s  a  big  long  explana¬ 
tion  of  moving  day  in  one  of  the  di¬ 
rectories. 

This  is  interesting  because  if  I  find 
in  a  newspaper,  a  newspaper  being  a 
far  more  reliable  source  than  a  direc¬ 
tory,  that  someone  lived  upstairs  at 
277  Broadway  in  March  1837  and  at 
the  rear  of  No.  2  White  Street  in 
March  1838,  I  can  pretty  much  as¬ 
sume  that  they  moved  in  May  1837.  1 
try  not  to  say  that  as  a  fact  but  it’s  a 
good  possibility.  A  lot  of  little  tidbits 
like  that  can  be  unearthed  by  poking 
through  old  directories.  Although  a 
given  New  York  City  directory  can 
be  quite  unreliable,  in  the  aggregate 
they  are  very  useful.  You  can  look  up 
people  like  Edward  Groh  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  or 
any  of  the  Society’s  founders  and  you 
will  see  just  as  I  said,  they  move 
around  and  the  numbers  change. 
Sometimes  the  names  are  misspelled 
but  in  the  long  run  you  can  learn  a 

lot  . 

In  contrast  to  those  of  New  York, 
the  directories  of  Detroit  are  quite  rc 
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liable,  at  least  tor  the  1860s,  this  be¬ 
ing  the  time  frame  I  have  studied.  You 
can  almost  print  city  of  Detroit  direc¬ 
tory  information  from  the  Civil  War 
as  fact,  and  so  it  you  just  know  this, 
such  are  excellent  and  reliable  sources 
for,  example,  studies  on  Civil  War  to¬ 
kens  or  banks.  The  Cincinnati  direc¬ 
tories  are  also  very  good  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  but  Cincinnati  and  New 
York  directories  both  do  not  list  com¬ 
pany  names.  If  Pete  Smith  operated 
the  Enterprise  Cafe  at  212  Fourth 
Street  in  Cincinnati,  it  would  say, 
“Pete  Smith,  saloon  keeper,  212 
Fourth  Street,  “  but  a  token  for  which 
you  seek  information  might  say  Enter¬ 
prise  Cafe  with  no  address.  Thus,  you 
would  have  no  way  from  a  directory  to 
associate  Pete  Smith  with  it.  On  the 
other  hand  if  you  look  at  a  Cincinnati 
newspaper,  which  I  also  collect,  it 
would  say  Enterprise  Cafe,  212  Fourth 
Street,  matching  the  type  of  business 
and  the  address  you  can  now  put  the 
two  names  together.  If  you  match  a 
city  directory  with  a  person  and  news¬ 
paper  advertisements  you  can  learn  a 
lot. 

At  right,  Bob  Evans,  Dave 
Bowers,  and  Dwight  Maniey 
admire  a  hefty  gold  ingot  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America.  Also 
shoivn  are  contemporary 
newspaper  clippings  about  the 
disaster,  as  well  as  items 
recovered  from  the  ship. 

THE  APPALLING  CALAMI' 

Additional  Particulars  of  the  W 
of  the  feotral  Inerica. 

Aocount  of  the  Disaster  by  One  of 
Passengers. 

IF  A  SLY  FITE  EURDREO  LIVES  10 

ODE  HUKDRKD  KNOWN  TO  BE  SAVEI 

ILL  TO  WOIKR  AMI  (KILMER  RESt  lT 

UAME3  OP  SOME  OP  THOSE  SAVED. 

Arrival  of  a  Fart  of  the  Rescued  at  Sai 
van  n  ah  and  Hampton  Roads. 

nw  IriK  Hat  top  on  fc«r  Way  to  Sew  ¥orS 
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The  S.S.  Central  America  Research 

Some  of  you  may  have  been  at  the 
little  talk  Bob  Evans  and  I  gave  the 
other  day  at  the  ANA  Numismatic 
Theatre,  about  the  Central  America. 
California  gold  has  been  a  consuming 
research  interest  of  mine  since  the 
1950s,  but  has  been  greatly  accelerated 
during  the  past  two  years.  Through  the 
offices  of  Dwight  Manley  and  Califor¬ 
nia  Gold  Marketing  Group,  an  unlim¬ 
ited  budget  really  was  given  to  create  a 
book  on  California  gold  ingots  and 
gold  coins.  At  one  time  we  had  a  half  a 
dozen  people  in  the  field  visiting  the 
Huntington  Library,  the  Bancroft  Li¬ 
brary,  the  New  York  Public  Library,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Library  of 
Congress  and  other  places  to  get  infor¬ 
mation,  and  others  working  at  my  of¬ 
fice.  It  was  really  exciting.  The  fun 
thing  about  this  particular  project  is 
that  it  was  paid  for  by  the  sale  of  the 
treasure.  Amazingly  and  ironically,  the 
S.S.  Central  America  is  essentially  sub¬ 
sidizing  a  book  about  itself! 

Edgar  H.  Adams  was  the  preemi¬ 
nent  numismatic  researcher  in  the 
United  States  circa  1905-1915,  and  is 


remembered  today  for  his  work  on 
California  gold  coins  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  his  work  on  patterns.  The  pat¬ 
tern  text  was  mainly  done  by  William 
H.  Woodin  and  Adams  took  the  pho¬ 
tographs.  For  his  California  gold  hook, 
Adams  mainly  looked  at  a  newspaper 
called  the  Alta  California,  Alta  mean¬ 
ing  northern.  It  was  published  in  San 
Francisco.  I  have  it  on  microfilm  and 
consider  it  to  be  a  very  good  source. 

But  beyond  that  we  found  much 
more.  The  Library  of  Congress  in  its 
infinite  wisdom  a  number  of  years  ago 
decided  to  throw  out  all  of  its  issues  of 
the  San  Francisco  Herald  and  other 
Gold  Rush  era  newspapers  that  were 
once  held  for  copyright  purposes.  In  a 
visit  there  a  few  years  ago  with  the 
“chief  deaccessioner,”  he  said  that  it  is 
much  easier  to  just  dump  these  papers, 
to  throw  them  out,  “because  we  don’t 
have  to  put  them  up  for  bids  and,  any¬ 
way,  we  don’t  have  the  staff  to  do  it.” 

About  a  year  ago  I  came  across 
someone  who  had  acquired  large  files 
of  certain  San  Francisco  newspapers 
from  the  1850s,  and  I  made  an  arrange¬ 
ment  to  buy  many  of  these.  Actually 
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Dwight  Manley  bought  them,  and  it 
ran  the  best  part  of  $  1 00,000.  Beyond 
the  Alta  California  there  were  perhaps  a 
dozen  newspapers  produced  during  the 
Gold  Rush  period  with  lots  of  interest¬ 
ing  information  about  gold  coins  and 
ingots.  There  were  so  many  issues  that 
when  they  arrived  at  my  office,  I  could 
look  through  only  a  few — before  send¬ 
ing  them  all  off  to  Dwight  Manley  in 
California.  No  doubt  there  are  “trea¬ 
sures”  of  information  therein  just  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  tapped.  In  my  perusal  I  came 
across  many  nuggets,  hut  hardly  all. 

I  also  found  out  that  completely  un¬ 
tapped  sources  of  California  gold  infor¬ 
mation  are  crime  reports.  If  somebody 
in  1852  was  rohbed  in  a  boarding 
house,  and  this  happened  regularly,  the 
crime  report  would  have  given  de¬ 
tails — such  as  of  a  man  being  robbed  of 
two  Baldwin  1851  gold  pieces,  one  $50 
slug,  one  Spanish  so-and-so,  and  32 
cents  worth  of  miscellaneous  copper. 

This  book  has  been  fun  for  me,  be¬ 
cause  I’ve  just  never  had  an  unlimited 
research  budget  to  do  anything  with  and, 
as  I  said,  the  Central  America  is  financing 
its  own  history.  I’ve  tried  to,  as  I  often  do, 
ignore  common  business  sense  and  try  to 
put  as  much  into  it  as  I  can.  Anyway,  I 
think  your  will  like  the  result. 

What  Coins  Tell  Me 

Beyond  written  and  published  his¬ 
torical  material,  in  research  there  are 
the  coins  themselves.  What  can  the 
coin  tell  me  when  I  look  at  it?  What 
can  an  assay  ingot  tell  me?  What  if  it 
could  speak? 

I  think  this  is  a  relatively  new  area 
of  research  in  which  someone  will  look 
at  and  analyze  a  coin  to  determine 
what  metal  was  it  made  out  of.  “You 
can  see  a  lot  by  just  looking,”  Yogi 
Berra  said.  Accordingly,  by  looking  at  a 
run  of  early  silver  dollars,  you  can  de¬ 
termine  whether  somebody  was  a 
sloppy  die  maker  or  a  precise  crafts¬ 
man. 

In  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  in  the 
John  Reich  Journal  there  have  been  il¬ 
lustrations  and  new  ideas  how  stars  are 


punched.  Some  seem  to  have  gang 
punched  two  stars  at  a  time  or  three  at 
a  time.  Things  such  as  the  center 
scribe  lines,  lathe  marks,  and  mis¬ 
placed  dates  are  facets  being  studied 
now,  but  which  Walter  Breen  never 
got  involved  with  in  depth,  if  at  all. 

Another  great  area  of  research  that 
is  virtually  untouched  is  the  four  digit 
logotype  punch.  In  1846,  to  take  John 
McCloskey’s  recent  study  example,  the 
Mint  made  up  a  four  digit  punch  that 
read  1 -8-4-6.  Some  punches  had  tall 
numbers,  others  had  squat  ones,  and 
others  were  in  between.  In  the  particu¬ 
lar  year  of  1846  coin  denominations 
included  the  half  cent  (only  in  Proof 
format),  the  large  copper  cent,  the  half 
dime,  the  dime,  the  quarter,  half  dollar, 
and  the  dollar.  Among  gold  coins,  de¬ 
nominations  of  $2.50,  $5,  and  $10 
were  made.  The  aforementioned  date 
punches  were  used  across  the  denomi¬ 
nations,  in  no  particular  arrangement, 
and  no  doubt  it  was  fun  for  Dr. 
McCloskey  to  sort  them  out. 

Agassiz  and  Fish  Eyes 

Years  ago  I  used  to  give  a  class  at 
the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  called  “All 
About  Coins.”  That’s  how  Dwight 
Manley  decided  to  become  a  coin 
dealer.  He  was  14  years  old  at  the  time. 
Now,  he  is  immensely  successful,  not 
only  in  numismatics,  but  as  owner  of 
the  United  Sports  Agency,  a  manage¬ 
ment  service  with  many  star  clients. 

In  my  ANA  class  I  told  of  Louis 
Agassiz,  the  professor  of  natural  sci¬ 
ences.  It  is  said  that  he  gave  his  stu¬ 
dents  in  a  zoology  class  a  fish  and  said, 
“I  want  you  to  write  down  all  you  can 
about  the  scales  around  the  fish’s  eye. 
When  you  are  done  raise  your  hand.” 

Three  minutes  later  all  the  hands 
were  up. 

“I  want  you  take  another  half  hour 
and  write  more." 

His  students  started  to  see  more:  the 
scales  were  several  different  sizes  and 
they  might  have  overlapped  in  differ¬ 
ent  directions,  and  there  were  other 
peculiarities  that  they  did  not  see  in 


their  first  three  minutes’  worth  of  ob¬ 
servations. 

I  did  this  with  coins.  I  asked  each 
student  to  look  at  the  Guide  Book,  in 
which  three  pictures  were  given  for 
1794-dated  copper  cents.  I  said,  “1 
want  you  to  take  twenty  minutes  and  1 
want  you  to  look  at  such  things  as  the 
word  LIBERTY,  the  pole,  the  date,  the 
1,  the  7,  the  9,  the  4-  1  want  you  to 
look  at  Miss  Liberty’s  face  carefully. 
Are  all  three  coins  exactly  the  same?” 

This  was  done,  and  a  spirited  dis¬ 
cussion  always  took  place  afterward. 
Quite  a  few  students  said  they  had 
never  looked  at  a  coin  closely  before.  1 
should  mention  that  my  friend  Bill 
Fivaz,  who  has  published  much  about 
die  varieties,  has  not  studied  coin  his¬ 
tory  in  detail,  but  has  done  much  great 
work  in  examining  minute  coin  de¬ 
tails — discovering  many  exciting 
things  along  the  way.  No  doubt,  coins 
“speak”  to  Bill! 

I  think  “what  can  a  coin  tell  me” 
offers  many  research  opportunities. 
The  Internet  can  help  in  the  sharing  of 
information,  and  computers  can  store 
it.  Some  have  been  using  computers 
for  a  long  time — Scott  Rubin  is  an  ex¬ 
ample.  Others  are  new  at  it. 

I  think  that  today  numismatic  re' 
search,  the  subject  of  this  talk,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  traditional  numismatic  book 
collecting,  is  an  especially  challenging 
area  for  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Soci¬ 
ety  members. 

I  think  that  there  are  tremendous 
opportunities  for  everybody.  There  are 
enough  specialties  for  everybody  in 
this  room  to  have  one  or  a  few  and  not 
overlap.  My  gosh,  the  world  awaits  a 
scholar  devoted  to  just  the  catalogues 
of  Thomas  Elder! 

We  also  have  the  wonderful  ele¬ 
ment  of  camaraderie.  There  has  never 
been  an  instance  when  somebody  in 
this  room,  if  asked  a  question,  wouldn’t 
help.  I  think  we  have  good  camarade¬ 
rie,  fellowship,  lots  of  opportunity,  a 
fascinating  field  and  a  nice  journey 
ahead  of  us. 

Thank  You! 
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The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American 
coins  includes  many  different  issues,  some  fairly 
plentiful,  others  extremely  rare.  The  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  is  a  good  passport  to  gain 
basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Cobnial  Coins 
offers  much  information  between  two  covers, 
not  only  in  the  colonial  field,  but  covering  all 
aspects  of  United  States  coinage,  all  at  a 
reasonable  price.  If  your  interest  becomes 
specialized,  there  are  many  excellent  studies  and 
monographs,  some  out  of  print,  and  others  being 
published  today.  If  you  are  interested  in  history, 
an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1875 
work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America ,  offered  by  us  in 
reprint  form.  This  marvelous  volume  has  never 
been  equaled  or  surpassed  since  it  was  first 
published  127  years  ago!  This  is  amazing,  hut, 
then,  this  is  an  amazing  book. 

The  Colonial  Newsletter,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street 
and  Broadway,  New  York  City),  is  the  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  information  and  ideas  in  the 
field  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Colonial  Coinage  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain- 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  numismatic 
researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he  found  on  ev¬ 
ery  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices.  An 
indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount! 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with  sto¬ 
ries  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  waiting 
to  he  found.  A  wide  range  of  numismatics  are  covered, 
including  many  stories  of  colonial  coinage  such  as  the 
remarkable  ( iasrine  Hoard  found  in  Maine.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  $59.95,  before  your  discount! 

The  S oho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money. 
By  l)r.  Richard  Doty.  If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  book  is  a  “must  have."  If  you  don’t  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  thisde/ini- 


twe  volume.  254  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BDO-505.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Coins  of  America.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has  never 
been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illustrated.  Durst 
reprint.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45, 
before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  By  Eric  P. 
Newman.  The  source  for  early  American  paper  money  of 
the  colonial  era,  including  comprehensive  information  on 
every  issue.  An  exceptional  reference  for  the  colonial  coin 
collector  as  well.  480  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BNE-500.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period. 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman.  346  pages,  illustrated. 
This  book  is  a  “sleeper”  in  that  many  numismatists  do 
not  know  about  it.  A  pleasant  reading  experience 
awaits  you — this  we  guarantee!  Cloth  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAN-214-  List  $25,  before  your  discount! 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confedera¬ 
tion.  By  Philip  L.  Mossman.  A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  312  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200.  List 
$100,  before  your  discount! 


1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Small  Planchet.  Noe- 
25.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  scarce  variety  with  nearly 
complete  lettering  and  partial  border  details 
visible.  The  surfaces  are  light  gray  with  steel 
blue  toning.  A  slightly  finer  example  sold  by 
Stack’s  as  part  of  the  Hain  Family  collection, 
graded  EF,  deservedly  realized  over  double 
our  asking  price  for  the  present  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample.  This  example  offers  exceptional  value 
combining  an  attractive  price  with  excellent 


quality .  4,950 

1722  Rosa  Americana  penny  struck  in  hath 

metal  composition.  VF-30.  Intermingled 

light  gold  and  darker  brown .  369 


Lustrous  1773  Virginia  Halfpenny 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63 

RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  Mint  State 
example  with  fully  brilliant  orange  lustre  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  Traces  of  brown  toning 
may  be  seen  on  the  highest  points  of  the  de¬ 
sign .  1,595 

If  you’d  like  to  read  about  the  Cohen  Hoard  from 
which  this  piece  probably  came,  check  our  Books  for 
Sale  listing  and  order  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  award 
winning  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book — a 
best  seller  in  multiple  printings!  Besides,  it’s  a  “good 
read.” 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  Breen- 
227,  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  VF-35.  A 
wonderful  example  with  smooth  light  brown 
surfaces . 495 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  VG-10. 
Dark  brown  surfaces .  189 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  14-J. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
dark  tan  surfaces  and  light  olive  on  the  high 
points . 609 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  21-N. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for 
the  grade  with  extremely  pleasing  medium 
brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  32-T.  EF-40.  Very 

dark  brown  surfaces  with  slight  roughness. 
Still  quite  attractive  and  with  considerable 
design  details  remaining .  1,095 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  olive- 
brown  with  heavy  clash  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  495 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Want  to  Share  an  Opinion? 

Dave  Bowers  welcomes  interest¬ 
ing  communications.  Address  Dave 
Bowers,  Editor,  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  reach 
Dave  on  his  personal  website, 
dave@bowersandmerena.co  m. 
Items  deemed  of  interest  may  be  re¬ 
produced  in  one  of  our  publications. 
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1 787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-s.  G-4.  Cleaned  long 
ago,  and  burnished  to  remove  corrosion. 
Now  with  deep  steel  surfaces . 99 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder- 10.  F-12.  Faint 

porosity  with  very  dark  brown  surfaces  as 
expected,  lighter  devices,  and  splashes  of 
mahogany  patina .  295 

All  authentic  pieces,  as  this,  are  porous  and  lightly 
defined  at  the  centers. 

1774  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen- 1005.  Vlack 
8- 74 A.  F-15.  Pleasing  olive-brown .  349 

Captain  Thomas  Machin’s  curious  “mill,”  a“private 
manufactory  of  hardware,”  was  situated  on  the  shore  of 
Orange  Pond,  near  Newburgh,  New  York.  S.S.  Crosby’s 
Early  Coins  of  America  furnishes  some  delightful  reading 
(under  “Vermont”  coinage)  of  this  curious  venture. 
This  minting  facility  has  captivated  numismatists  ever 
since,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  if  it  had  never 
existed,  the  cumulative  file  of  The  Colonial  Newsletter 
would  be  10%  less  voluminous  than  it  is  now! 

1781  North  American  token.  Breen- 1143.  VF- 
30  (PCGS).  Deep  steel  brown  blended  with 
slightly  lighter  mahogany .  245 

Although  this  issue  is  dated  1781  such  pieces  are 
believed  to  have  been  struck  and  circulated  in  the  early 
19th  century.  In  quite  a  few  years  as  dealers  in  “the 
greatest  hobby  in  the  world”  we  have  never  seen  a 
mint-red  specimen  of  this  token. 

1 787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  9-P.  Rarity-4.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing 
olive  and  darker  brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Kessler 
Newman  13-R.  Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Light  tan  surfaces  with  splashes  of  darker  ol¬ 
ive-brown .  775 

1787  Fugio.  New  Haven  Restrike.  Copper. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  olive-brown  surfaces 
with  deeper  toning  around  peripheral  de¬ 
vices . 650 


Half  Cents 


Half  cents  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
are  short  and  sweet — which  reminds  us  to  say, 
once  again,  that  we  are  enthusiastic  buyers!  Have 
a  nice  type  set  of  half  cents,  have  a  date  set?  Have 
a  variety  set!  Have  a  few  key  pieces?  We  would  be 
delighted  to  exchange  our  check — instant 
payment — for  your  choice  coins! 

Half  cent  references  now  available  from  us: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  With  much  information  about 
half  cents,  along  with  just  about  everything  else.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents.  The  definitive  reference  on  half 
cents  dated  1 793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  covers  their 
production,  rarity,  grading,  and  varieties.  500  pages, 
illustrated.  The  “production  value”  of  this  book  is  fan¬ 
tastic,  and  we  have  no  doubt  if  it  were  being  published 
for  the  first  time  today,  the  list  price  would  be  well  over 
$100'  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-724  List  $65,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book,  179 3-1857.  By 

Ronald  P.  Manley,  PhD.  A  comprehensive  study  of 


half  cent  die  varieties  and  die  states,  discussing  identi¬ 
fication,  chronology,  and  rarity.  Useful  for  all  collectors 
of  half  cents,  from  novice  to  advanced.  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850.  List  $75, 
before  your  discount. 

1804  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  Breen- 1  1 ,  Cohen- 
12.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive  with  dark  brown  surfaces. 
Splashes  of  orange  lustre  are  visible  on  the 
reverse.  This  is  an  exceptional  example  for 

the  grade .  1,395 

1806  Small  6,  Stemless.  B-3,  C-l.  VF-25 
(ANACS).  Steel  brown  surfaces  with  a  few 
very  minor  blemishes .  139 


Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 
1806  Large  6.  B-4,  C-4.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  A 
lovely  example  with  lustrous  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  faded  orange  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  The  reverse  has  considerable 
dark  olive  toning .  1,795 


Gem  Proof  1852  Half  Cent 
First  Restrike 


1852  First  Restrike.  Breen-2.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  Dark  brown  Proof  surfaces  with 
hints  of  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  moderately  reflective 
fields .  5,950 


Large  Cents 

We  offer  a  selection  of  large  copper  cents — 
something  for  all  tastes  and  budgets.  United 
States  large  cents  have  always  provided  the 
backbone  to  numismatics  in  this  country.  Year 
in  and  year  out  they  have  appealed  to  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  who  have  approached  them  from 
several  angles  ranging  from  assembling  a  date  set 
to  studying  the  details  of  the  numerous 
interesting  varieties. 

Our  selection  of  large  copper  cents  includes 
many  interesting  varieties,  none  more  so  than 
the  fabulous  and  rare  1 868  copper  cent — a  piece 
so  elusive  that  most  dealers  and  leading 
collectors  of  large  copper  cents  have  never 
owned  an  example.  In  fact,  many  have  never 
even  seen  one  of  this  issue! 

We  especially  want  to  note  the  Roland  Park 
Collection  of  U.S.  Copper  Cents,  offered  as  its 
own  section  after  our  regular  listing. 

No  overview  of  large  copper  cents  would  be 
complete  without  a  nod  to  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  and  its  journal,  Penny-Wise,  ed¬ 
ited  by  the  gifted  Dr.  Harry  E.  Salyards.  If  you  are 
not  presently  acquainted  with  EAC  and  would 


for  Sale 

like  membership  information,  contact  member 
ship  chairman  Rod  Burress,  9743  Leacrest, 
Cincinnati,  OH  452 1 5. 

Large  cent  references  now  available  from  us: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  (  '.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  All  about  just  about  everything 
as  we’ve  noted  earlier.  A  must-have  for  every  library. 
754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound  Stock  No.  BBR-764 
List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United 
States  Cents  1793-1814.  Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 
Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to  know  about  the 
large  cent  series  plus  a  lot  that  you  never  dreamed  to 
ask  about.  895  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-999.  List  $89.95.  Deluxe  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-999A.  List  $149.95,  before  your  discount 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Actum  CJuule  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857.  By 

Howard  R.  Newcomb.  The  standard  reference  book  on 
die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts.  With  this  “program”  you  can 
tell  all  the  “players,”  these  being  the  cents  with  “N” 
numbers  that  you  see  here  and  everywhere. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798.  List  $50,  before  your 
discount. 

Penny  Whimsy.  By  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon.  A 
reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst.  The  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions 
with  history,  collecting  information,  and  opinions,  a 
delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Large  Cents.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  190  pages,  illustrated.  A  selection  of  mono¬ 
graphs  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
as  part  of  the  highly  acclaimed  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  (CO AC)  series,  of  which  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  staff  experts  have  been  a  vital  part 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-215.  List  $25,  before  your  discount. 

Desirable  1795  Cent 


1795  Plain  edge.  Breen-6,  Sheldon-77.  VF-35 

(PCGS).  Choice  light  brown  surfaces  with 
very  minor  verdigris  around  the  devices.  This 
is  an  extremely  attractive  example  for  the 
variety  specialist .  2,995 

Pleasing  1804  Large  Cent 
1804  Original.  B-l,  S-266a.  Net  VG-10, 

sharpness  of  VF-25  with  eroded  surfaces  Be 
fore  shying  away  from  this  example,  please 
consider  the  typical  appearance  of  1804  large 
cents,  coins  that  almost  always  have  prob 
lems  of  one  sort  or  another.  Tins  is  an  ae*- 
thetically  pleasing  example  with  dark  brown 
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U.S.  Large  Copper  Cents  for  Sale 


surfaces.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as 

always .  1,450 

1807/6  B-3,  S-273.  Counterstamped  with  a 

crown  figure  in  incused  oval.  VG .  295 

1812  Large  Date.  B-3,  S-288.  VG-7.  Attractive 
brown  with  lighter  tan.  Very  lightly 
cleaned .  145 

Lustrous  1814  Large  Cent 
Final  “Early  Date”  Issue 
1814  Crosslet  4.  B-l,  S-294.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  A  very  attractive  example  of  John 
Reich’s  Classic  Head  design,  sharply  de¬ 
tailed,  and  with  considerable  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre.  Very  dark  brown  surfaces  with  some 
mint  frosty  remaining.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  a  high  quality  example  of 
this  issue.  This  variety  is  slightly  scarcer 
than  the  other  variety  of  this  date  with  plain 

4 . 3,250 

1817  13  Stars.  Newcomb-9.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC).  Very  sharply  struck  with  lustrous 
dark  brown  surfaces  and  hints  of  olive.  750 
1819  N-9.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  dark  steel  brown  lustre  and  hints 
of  lilac,  faded  from  mint  red . 795 


Lovely  Gem  1820  Cent 
Randall  Hoard  Variety 


1820  N-13.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  light 
brown  and  olive  with  splashes  of  original  red 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Perhaps  10%  of  the  red 
lustre  remains.  This  is  a  lovely  example  from 
the  Randall  Hoard  and  an  ideal  candidate  for 
the  type  collector . 2,375 

For  more  on  the  Randall  Hoard,  see  American  Coin 
T reasures  and  Hoards ,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  available 
from  our  publications  department.  An  award  winning 
best  seller,  this  book  is  a  written  in  a  very  readable  style. 

1820  N-13.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a 

lovely,  sharply  struck  example  with  nicely 
blended  dark  brown  and  lighter  tan.  Fully 
lustrous  with  hints  of  pale  blue  toning. 
This  is  a  popular  choice  for  type  collectors 
due  to  the  strength  of  design  details  on  the 
original  coinage  dies,  and  imparted  to  the 
coins  struck  from  them .  .  1,195 

1821  N-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden 
tan  with  splashes  of  darker  brown.  A  few 
very  minor  abrasions  and  trivial  scratches 
are  present.  This  is  a  desirable  example  and 
considered  one  of  the  key  dates  to  the  se- 

. 1,395 

1826/5  Overdate.  N-8.  FF-40  (ICG).  EAC 
grade  slightly  less.  Pleasing  medium  to  dark 


brown  with  only  a  few  very  minor  imper¬ 
fections.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  visible. 

The  overdate  is  clearly  visible . 735 

1833  N-6.  AU-55.  Extremely  pleasing  dark 
brown  with  frosty  lustre.  Slight  doubling 

of  Liberty’s  profile  is  noted . 595 

1837  Medium  Letters.  N-13.  MS-64  BN 
(PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces 
with  some  tinges  of  red  mint  lustre.  Struck 
from  well-used  dies  with  “orange  peel” 
characteristics.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  on 
the  stars  at  the  left  obverse.  Well  struck  on 
the  reverse.  The  dentils  on  both  sides  are 
indistinct  in  places.  A  spot  of  corrosion  is 
noted  in  the  lower  hair  curls.  A  pleasing 
piece  that  will  he  enjoyed  by  its  next 

owner .  1,275 

1841  N-2.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  glossy  dark  brown  surfaces  and  traces  of 

red  lustre  on  the  reverse .  595 

1844  N-l.  AU-55.  Dark  brown  surfaces.  ...  275 
1850  N-23.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level  with  pleasing  light 

to  medium  brown  surfaces . 99 

1856  Slanted.  5.  N-l.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  with  light  brown  and  generous  por¬ 
tions  of  red  lustre.  The  obverse  has  a  few 
splashes  of  steel  toning . 475 


Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Known  to  Us 
First  We  Have  Offered  in  Years 


1868  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  of  only  a  few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large  cop¬ 
per  cent  of  the  circa  1843-1857  Braided  Hair 
style,  hut  dated  1868.  Staick  after  cents  of  this 
format  were  officially  discontinued,  to  create 
a  rarity  for  numismatists,  in  the  style  of  the 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  1884  and  1885 
trade  dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are  unable 
to  account  for  even  a  dozen  different  speci¬ 
mens,  at  least  one  of  which  is  impounded  in  a 
museum  (American  Numismatic  Society). 
The  present  piece  has  been  consigned  to  us.  In 
the  just-published  book,  More  Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bowers  has  included  a  chap¬ 
ter  on  this  great  rarity .  28,750 


FROM  RUSTY  GOE 


Dear  Dave: 

I  just  received  my  copy  of  More 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins.  It  means 
a  lot  to  me.  I’ve  told  you  before  that 
your  first  edition  of  Adventures  With 
Rare  Coins,  1979,  as  well  as  High  Prof - 
its  From  Rare  Coin  Investments  were 
the  two  books  I  recommend  to  new 
(and  veteran)  collectors,  if  they 
wanted  a  complete  introductory  (or 
refresher)  course  in  the  heritage  and 
rudiments  of  coin  collecting. 

I  ran  out  of  copies  of  the  first  Ad¬ 
ventures  many  years  ago,  and  have 
from  time  to  time  been  able  to  locate 
used  copies  online.  I  sold  (or  gave  as 
gifts)  my  last  copies  of  A  Buyers  Guide 
to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  sometime  in 
the  mid  1990s.  There  has  been  a  void 
in  the  subject  these  books  cover,  ever 
since. 

You  have  written  so  many  won¬ 
derful  hooks  in  your  lifetime,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  rank 
of  order  to  them.  Your  latest  hook  on 
the  California  Gold  Rush  is  a  master¬ 
piece! 


Your  books  have  been  proved  to 
be  valuable  reference  resources 
through  the  years.  They  have  aided 
me  in  introducing  new  customers  to 
coin  collecting.  I  could  spend  an  hour 
in  my  store  answering  a  customer’s 
questions,  and  then  finish  by  saying, 
“Here,  take  this  home,  read  it,  and 
then  come  back  and  ask  some  more 
questions.”  The  customer  would  re¬ 
turn  and  I  could  usually  be  guaran¬ 
teed  that  hours  of  question  and  an¬ 
swer  sessions  had  been  substituted  by 
what  the  customer  had  learned  from 
reading  the  book. 

This  new  More  Adventures  book 
seems  like  a  perfect  resource  tool  for 
coin  clubs  to  use  at  monthly  meetings. 
With  fifty  topics  covered,  the  coin 
club  would  have  four  or  five  years  of 
discussion  topics  at  their  fingertips!  I 
would  love  to  see  a  coin  club,  in  which 
all  of  the  members  would  read  a  book 
like  this.  It  would  certainly  he  one  of 
the  most  knowledgeable,  most  mature, 
and  most  firmly  based  coin  club  that 
has  ever  existed. 
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Eagle  a  t,bt  ms 

- For  Certified  Coins - 


Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified  coins  in  a  single  album.  TCGS,  NGC, 
and  ICG  holders  all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller  AN  ACS  slabs  arc  held  snugly  in 
the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U-shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds 
9  certified  coins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List  Price:  $22.50,  hut  see  page  96  for 
discount  information. 


The  following  offering  comprises  United 
States  copper  cents  of  the  era  1816-1857,  the 
Roland  Park  Collection  of  “Middle  Dates”  and 
“Late  Dates,”  collected  by  a  numismatic  scholar 
as  a  study  group,  for  detailed  examination  of  die 
characteristics  and  idiosyncrasies,  as  part  of  his 
interest  in  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  the  coin¬ 
age  processes  used  there. 

The  pieces  were  selected  with  care,  with 
the  result  that  virtually  every  specimen  is  a 
particularly  nice  example  of  its  date,  variety, 
and  grade.  These  have  been  consigned  to  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries.  The  first  listing,  as 
here,  is  being  offered  as  a  separate  section. 
Later,  remaining  examples  will  be  interleaved 
with  our  regular  inventory  and  offered  to  our 
general  clientele. 

Cataloguing  by  Dave  Bowers  with  sugges¬ 
tions  from  other  staffers  including  Gordon 
Wrubel,  John  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Frank  Van  Valen.  Thanks  to  one  and  all,  but 
QDB  takes  the  responsibility  for  any  errors. 

1816  N-2  Cent 

1816  Newcomb-2  MS-63.  From  an  earlier  offer¬ 
ing,  there  as:  “Lot  2636:  1816  N-2.  MS-63. 
Nearly  full  mint  color,  barely  faded  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  fields.  The  reverse  is  entirely  red  and 
the  obverse  is  perhaps  80%  mint  color.  An 
outstanding  specimen!  We’ve  seen  many 
1816  cents  in  Mint  State,  but  we  can  never 
recall  seeing  one  with  this  much  original 
mint  color  still  remaining.  The  lustre  is  full 
and  the  eye  appeal  is  exemplary.  A  minor 
abrasion  is  noted  in  the  left  obverse  field  and 
there  are  a  couple  of  spots  on  the  reverse.  An 
exquisite  specimen  that  stands  head  and 
shoulders  above  the  crowd.” 

Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  fair 
amount  of  “play”  in  the  market  for  cents  of 
this  era,  what  with  some  interesting  reports  of 
sales  and  resales  from  the  Robinson  S.  Brown, 
Jr.  offerings  (Superior)  and  other  sales — 
showing  that  more  than  just  a  few  nice  pieces 
have  posted  handsome  increases . 2,200 

Obverse:  Date  numerals  entered  individually  in  the 
die  (as  elsewhere  through  the  late  1830s),  1  notably 
double  punched,  6  less  so.  Die  crumbling  at  dentils  past 
star  8  to  near  star  1 1  (John  D.  Wright,  The  Cent  Book: 
1816-1839  “All  have  rim  crumbling  at  stars  8-1 1”).  • 
Die  used  to  coin  N-l ,  N-2,  and  N-3. 

Reverse:  N  (ONE)  sharply  double  punched  at  left. 
•  Die  also  used  on  1817  N-2. 

No  doubt  a  Randall  Hoard  coin. 

Tony  T erranova;  earlier  from  our  sale  of  the  Phillip 
Flanagan  Collection,  Lot  2636,  quoted  above. 

Extensively  Pedigreed  1816  N-4  Cent 

1816  N-4  MS-60  BN.  A  lovely  specimen,  rich 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  por¬ 
trait,  typical  strike  on  stars  although  in  all  in¬ 


stances  revealing  the  six  rhomboids  that 
comprise  each.  Sharp  wreath.  Dentils  weak 
in  areas.  An  impressive  coin  that  has  succes¬ 
sively  satisfied  some  of  the  most  prominent 

names  in  the  large  cent  field .  1 ,480 

From  Tony  T erranova;  Tom  Reynolds;  J.R. 
Frankenfield ,  Herman  Halpem ,  S tack’s ,  March  16,1 988 , 
Lot  291 ;  Robinson  Brown,  Jr. ,  Superior,  September  30, 
1986,  Lot  442;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  November 
10,  1972,  Lot  771 ;  Julian  Leidman. 

1816  N-6  Cent 

1816  N-6  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces  with  nuances  of  red  on 
the  obverse  and  perhaps  20%  original  mint 
red  on  the  reverse.  Decent  strike  with  all  save 
a  few  of  the  highest  hair  and  leaf  details  bold 
(not  that  such  things  are  typically  mentioned 

in  catalogues) .  1,100 

As  a  date  a  “nice”  1816  cent  is  much  more  difficult  to 
find  than  one  of  either  1818  or  1820.  This  is  a  nice  one! 
Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2535. 

Lovely  1816  N-9  Cent 


1816  N-9  AU-58.  Deep  and  richly  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait  and 
wreath,  usual  strike  on  stars,  dentils  vary  from 
sharp  to  soft,  all  in  accordance  with  expecta¬ 
tions  for  N-9 . 2,340 

Obverse:  Date  with  significant  repunching  (by  the 
aged  Robert  Scot?);  Traces  of  lune-shaped  earlier  8  low 
and  to  the  left  of  the  second  digit;  stray  line  at  left  top 
of  second  1;  “horn”  on  top  outside  of  bottom  of  6. 

Reverse:  O  (ONE)  high,  N  center,  Edeep  in  the  die 
and  slightly  low.  C  slightly  high,  EN  normal,  T  slightly 
low.  •  Die  used  to  coin  1816  N-3  and  N-9. 

Lustrous  1817  N-2  Cent 

1817  N-2  AU-55.  Small  dig  near  star  13.  Lus¬ 

trous  surfaces.  Lightly  struck  at  lower  right  of 
the  obverse  and  corresponding  part  of  the  re¬ 
verse,  as  the  die  faces  were  not  parallel  in  the 
press  (the  same  situation  recurs  many  times 
elsewhere  in  numismatics;  e.g. ,  1817  N-16 
cent,  1794  silver  dollar) .  1,900 

Obverse  die  used  to  coin  1817  N-l  and  N-2.  • 
Reverse  die  used  to  coin  1816  N-2  and  1817  N-2. 

From  Tony  T erranova;  Chris  Victor -McCawley; 
October  2000  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale,  Superior,  Lot  1 235. 

Attractive  1817  N-5  Cent 
1817  N-5  MS-60  BN.  Above  average  strike  at 
portrait,  wreath,  stars,  and  letters.  Dentils 
vary  as  typical  for  N-5.  Rich  lustrous  brown 


surfaces.  A  few  contact  marks  (popularly, 
kegmarks )  in  the  obverse  field.  An  attractive 
addition  to  any  high  quality  cabinet  of 
middle  date  cents .  1 ,640 

Obverse  die  used  to  coin  1817  N-5  and  N-17.  • 
Reverse  die  used  to  coin  1817  N-4,  N-5,  and  N-14. 

1817  N-6  AU-53.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
much  lustre.  A  lovely  N-6  cent .  585 

Obverse:  1st  1  (1817)  distant  and  high;  l’s  with 
prominent  thin  flag  to  left;  script  style  8;  81  closest. 
Star  13  repunched.  L  (LIBERTY)  low,  BER  repunched. 
Dentils  bold.  Curious  doubled  dentil  opposite  lower 
part  of  star  1 .  Fairly  well  struck.  Perfect  die.  Die  used  on 
N-6  and  N-7. 

Reverse:  2nd  S  (STATES)  slightly  high.  AM 
(AMERICA)  nearly  touch;  ME  touch  at  base.  Base  of 
left  upright  of  N  (ONE)  repunched.  Bulge  or  mound¬ 
ing  at  base  of  left  upright  of  N  (CENT).  No  cracks. 

1817  N-8  Mouse  Variety  Cent 

1817  N-8  Mouse  Variety  AU-55.  A  lovely  coin 
from  our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  Lot  2641 , 
there  as:  “1817  N-8.  13  Stars,  Mouse  variety. 
AU-55.  Superb  lustrous  chocolate  brown  and 
mahogany.  Excellent  eye  appeal  and  the  fields 
are  immaculate.  A  planchet  depression,  as 
struck,  is  noted  near  star  5.  Late  die  state  with 
heavy  radial  erosion  lines  and  the  peeking  mouse 
die  break  atop  Liberty’s  head.  A  few  slide  marks 
may  be  noted  on  Liberty’s  hair  with  a  glass.  An 
impressively  attractive  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  Mouse  variety.” . 1 ,060 

From  Tony  Terranova;  our  Flannagan  Collection 
Sale,  Lot  264 I  ■ 

1817  N-9  Mouse  Variety  Cent 

1817  N-9  Mouse  Variety  MS-63  BN.  Deep 
richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Mouse  prominent  on 
top  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  One  of  the  nicest 
seen .  1,890 

Obverse:  81  wide  in  date.  All-important  mouse  is 
bold.  Stars  trail  to  border,  dentils  blended  into  rim,  this 
being  usual  for  the  die  state.  •  John  D.  Wright,  The 
Cent  Book:  1816-1839,  gives  important  zoological  in¬ 
formation:  “Finally,  the  mouse  develops  under  star  8 
with  its  head  to  the  left  and  humped  body  to  the  right.” 

Reverse:  Crack  through  top  of  MER1CA  and  for  a 
short  distance  beyond.  Die  lines  trail  to  border,  similar 
to  the  obverse. 

Lustrous  1817  N-9  Cent 

“Mouseless” 

1817  N-9.  Mouseless.  MS-60  BN.  Rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Strong 
dentils  on  both  sides,  especially  bold  on  re¬ 
verse .  . 948 

Obverse:  First  1  high,  81  wide,  17  close;  stray  raised 
line  to  right  of  first  1 .  •  “Mouseless"  Mouse  variety  (an 
oxymoron?),  early  die  state. 

Reverse:  E  (ONE)  low.  T  (CENT)  markedly  low. 
Crack  from  above  E  (STATES),  clockwise  through 
tops  ofS  OF  AMERICA. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Midwestern  dealer.  Furls 
American  Coppers  Sale,  April  8,  2tYYh  C  .ape  (  anaseral. 
FL,  Lot  290. 
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Attractive  1817  N- 10  Cent 

1817  N-10  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  leather- 
hrown  surfaces.  Well  struck  with  extremely 
hold  dentils.  John  D.  Wright:  “Common  in 
all  grades.”  Counterpoint  by  William  C. 
Noyes:  “Supposedly  ‘common’  in  Mint 

State — where  are  they?” .  1,560 

Obverse:  18  distant. 

Some  light  die  rust  on  both  sides  can  be  seen  under 
magnification. At  present  CQR  records  only  six  Mint 
State  coins. 

Mint  State  1817  N-l  1  Cent 

1817  N-l  1  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  Sharp  at 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Stars  light,  and 
with  dentils  mostly  blended  into  border,  as 

usual  for  N-l  1 .  1,140 

Reverse:  T  (CENT)  markedly  low 

1817  N-13  Lazy  3  Cent 

1817  N-13.  Lazy  3  AU-58.  A  lovely  coin  from 
our  Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  as  Lot 
2643:  “1817  N-13.  13  Stars.  AU-58.  Radiant 
cartwheel  lustre  on  surfaces  rich  with  faded 
mint  color,  light  brown  and  gold.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  contact  marks  and  a  spot  between  stars 
1  and  2  are  noted,  but  the  eye  appeal  of  this 
coin  is  quite  impressive.  While  fairly  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  high  grades,  the  N-13  is 
many  multiples  rarer  than  N-l 4  in  this  grade 
and  presents  a  much  more  attractive  appear¬ 
ance,  with  full  dentils  and  a  strong  strike  as 
opposed  to  the  frequently  mushy  N-l 4- 1,160 
Reverse:  The  C  (CENT)  leans  to  the  right  and  is 
about  to  fall  over,  or  so  it  might  seem.  Perhaps  Tipsy  C 
would  be  better  nomenclature  for  this  popular  variety. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  our  Flannagan  Collection 
Sale,  Lot  2643. 

1817  N-14  Cent 

1817  N-14  MS-62  BN  (NGC)  Lustrous 
brown-steel  surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  N-14, 
with  some  “long”  star  points  to  border,  as 
seen  on  certain  high-production  denomina¬ 
tions,  namely  cents  and  half  dollars . 360 

Obverse:  Die  crack  boldly  links  stars  1-2  and  lightly 
stars  2-3.  •  Die  used  for  N-14  and  N-15 . 

Reverse:  Crack  over  right  arm  of  T  and  through 
tops  of  ATES.  •  Die  used  for  18I7N-4,  N-5,  and  N-14. 

1817  N-15  Cent 

1817  N-l  5  EF-45.  Another  Flannagan  Collec¬ 
tion  Sale  item  via  Tony  Terranova,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as:  “Lot  2644-  1817  N-15.  Rarity-4. 
1 3  Stars.  EF-45,  five  points  sharper  but  recol¬ 
ored.  Even  medium  brown  with  olive  halos 
around  design  elements.  Tiny  rim  nicks  at 
star  13  and  over  C  in  AMERICA  noted,  as 
is  a  faint  scratch  near  D  of  UNITED  on  the 
reverse.  Still  full  of  eye  appeal  and  desirable 
in  appearance.  This  is  a  scarce  variety  in  any 
grade,  prohibitively  so  in  grades  higher  than 
the  present  specimen.  When  this  was  offered 
in  1992  in  the  fine  John  Nicholas  large  cent 
collection,  it  was  described  as  tied  for  seventh 


best  with  a  few  other  examples.  Certainly 
one  of  the  finest  available  and  worthy  of 
strong  bidder  support.  From  Superior’s  sale  of 
the  John  Nicholas  Collection,  February 
1992,  Lot  501  (there  certified  PCGS  55). 
Earlier  owned  by  R.E.  ‘Ted’  Naftzger.”  .  685 

A  few  other  comments:  First,  concerning  the  re- 
coloring,  it  was  expertly  done,  craftsperson’s  identity 
unknown  to  us — would  that  all  cents  looked  this  nice! 
It  is  truly  a  handsome  specimen.  Perhaps  he/she  should 
apply  for  work  as  a  coin  restorer. 

Recognizing  that  recoloring  cents  is  a  fact  of  life, 
Dr.  Sheldon  in  Early  American  Cents  included  an 
extensive  commentary  on  this,  noting  that  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  desirability  of  early  coppers  could  sometimes 
be  improved  in  the  so  doing. 

Concerning  this  particular  specimen  of  N-15,  it 
has  a  die  crack  lining  stars  1-3  and  some  “stretch”  on 
certain  outer  star  points,  this  not  being  unusual  for  the 
variety. 

Obverse  die  used  to  coin  N-14  and  N-15.  Reverse 
die  used  to  coin  1817  N-12  and  N-15. 

From  Ted  Naftzger,  et  al. ,  as  noted  above. 

1817  N-l 6  15  Stars  Cent 


1817  N- 16  15  Stars  AU-50  •  15  stars;  the  only 
such  star  count  in  the  series.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  N-16.  One  of  the 
all-time  great  classics  in  the  middle  date  cent 
series,  although  hardly  a  rarity.  This  particu¬ 
lar  variety  was  absent  from  the  Randall 
Floard,  and  because  of  this  high  grade  pieces 
are  very  elusive.  The  present  ranks  in  the  top 
10%  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled. 

The  variety  is  a  great  anomaly,  as  the  en¬ 
graver  missed  the  correct  count  by  two  stars 
(in  contrast  to,  for  example,  the  12-star  half 
cent  of  1828  and  the  12-star  $5  of  1832,  er¬ 
roneous  by  one  star).  Moreover,  it  is  the  only 
wrong  star  count  coin  in  the  entire  copper 
cent  series.  In  A  Description  of  Ancient  and 
Modem  Coins  in  the  Cabinet  Collection  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor  James  Ross  Snowden  offered  this  bit  of 
knowledge  (p.  114):  “In  the  following  year, 
1817,  a  cent  of  this  pattern  [motif]  made  its 
appearance,  bearing /i/teen  stars,  but  was  soon 
discontinued.”  Seemingly,  Snowden  thought 
it  was  an  intended  design  change! .  1,325 

Obverse:  Numeral  1  of  dare  with  only  a  vestige  of 
a  flag;  script  style  8;  7  with  small  serif  upward  from  left 
side  of  top;  81  closest.  Fairly  well  struck;  all  dentils 
defined.  Triangular  die  break  below  and  right  of  ear, 
apparently  diagnostic  (cf.  John  D.  Wright,  p.  30);  also 
from  the  same  source:  “This  is  the  only  blunt- 1  one- 
cent  die  between  1801  and  1830.” 

Reverse:  T  (CENT)  slightly  low.  Doubled  dentil  at 
6:1 5  o’clock.  Perfect  die.  Impression  is  deeper  at  lower  left 
and  lighter  at  upper  right,  apparently  the  result  of  non- 
parallel  die  faces.  Die  used  on  N- 1  and  N-16  of  this  year 


1818  N-l  Cent 

1818  N-l  MS-64  BN.  Deep,  richly  lustrous 
hrown  surfaces  that  are  as  nice  as  we  have 
ever  seen  on  any  cent  of  this  era.  Typical 
strike  for  N-l,  sharper  at  the  center  than  at 
the  periphery.  Here  is  a  coin  that  has  been 
lovingly  appreciated  tor  a  long  time! .  1,140 
Obverse:  Second  8  punched  high  in  the  die.  Tiny 
crack  from  first  1 ,  left  to  star  2;  crack  links  stars  4-6.  • 
Die  used  to  com  N-l  and  N-2. 

From  Tony  Terranova 

1818  N-3  MS-62  BN.  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces.  Nicely  struck  in  the  context  of  N-3. 
Complete  discerning  of  dentils,  more  promi¬ 
nent  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  A 
splendid  1818  cent!  .  695. 

1818  N-6  MS-63  BN.  A  splendid  cent,  a  visual 
treat,  what  with  light  brown  surfaces,  tinges 
of  red,  and  with  lustre  overall.  Typical  strike 

for  N-6,  some  lightness  in  areas . 875 

Reverse:  Crack  through  ED  (UNITED)  to  ST, 
below  ATES,  below  OF  (touching  the  base  of  F), 
continuing  through  AMER1.  This  is  a  fairly  unusual 
location  for  an  extended  crack;  the  typical  location  on 
certain  other  dies  is  through  the  tops  of  the  letters. 

1818  N-8  Cent 

1818  N-8  EF-40.  A  lovely  coin  from  our 
Flannagan  Collection  Sale,  there  described 
as  Lot  2645:  “1818  N-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 
Glossy  and  attractive  mottled  medium 
brown.  Superb  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade,  just  a  few  scattered  contact  marks  and 
two  spots  at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  Planchet 
chip  noted  at  star  5.  A  fine  specimen  of  a 
variety  that  is  difficult  to  locate  much 

sharper.” .  1 , 1 80 

Reverse  die  used  to  coin  N-8  and  N-10  of  1818. 
From  Tony  Terranova;  B&M's  Phillip  Flannagan 
Collection  Sale,  November  2001 ;  Superior  Galleries'  sale 
of  the  Robinson  S .  Brown ,  Jr.  Collection ,  September  1 986 

1818  N-10  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red 

Sharply  struck  on  the  portrait,  stars,  wreath, 
and  letters.  Dentils  blend  into  rim,  especially 

on  the  reverse . 840 

Obverse:  A  fine  and  somewhat  irregular  die  crack 
links  the  stars  and  date,  this  being  the  usual  die  state  for 
N-10,  a  famous  Randall  Hoard  coin,  but  without  the 
spotting  sometimes  seen. 

Reverse:  Die  used  to  coin  N-8  and  N-10  of  this  year 

1819  N-2  Large  Date  Cent 

1819  N-2.  Large  Date  MS-64  BN.  From  the 

B&.M  Geneva  Sale,  2001,  there  as  Lot  49: 
“1819  N-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 
A  wonderful  example,  nearly  of  gem  quality, 
with  outstanding  frosty  brown  lustre  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  A  later 
die  state  with  the  date  and  most  stars  con¬ 
nected  by  fine  die  cracks.  Prominent  die  rust 
is  visible  on  the  reverse.” .  1,180 

Pedigree  as  nt  i  ted  .Now  out  of  PCG  S  hi  ider  hut  ui  tfi  tag 

1819  N-3  Cent 

1819  N-3  AU-55.  Rich  lustrous  brown  Well 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters,  lightly 
struck  stars  (as  expected).  A  very  attractive 
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example,  scarce  so  tine .  1,720 

Obverse  81  very  close.  •  Die  used  to  com  N-3  and 
N-4 

Reverse:  Die  used  to  com  N-3  and  N-5  of  1819. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chns  Victor-McCawley . 

Choice  1819  N-6  Close  Date  Cent 

1819  N-6.  Close  Date  MS-63  BN.  Medium 
brown  lustrous  surfaces.  Well  struck,  most 
dentils  very  bold,  etc.  A  nice  N-6! .  1,385 

Obverse.  Date  low  on  die.  81  closer  than  18  or  19. 
•  Die  used  to  coin  N-5  and  N-6. 

1819  N-8.  Close  Date  AU-58  •  Generally 
boldly  struck  except  at  star  centers.  Fields  es¬ 
pecially  plane  (not  basined).  Very  prominent 
dentilation . 490 

Obverse:  Date  widely  spaced  as  all  this  year,  but 
called  “Close  Date  with  Stars  Away”  by  John  D.  Wright, 
l’s  ( 1819)  with  curved  upper  left  to  flag,  lower  left  serif 
short;  block-style  8;  81  closest,  but  still  fairly  wide 
apart.  Stars  1, 6,  and  7  point  at  or  nearly  at  center  of  a 
dentil.  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly  low.  Raised  scribe  line 
visible  between  many  dentils.  •  Die  used  on  N-7  and  8. 

Reverse:  Tiny  line  connects  foot  of  A  (STATES) 
with  T  to  its  right.  Berry  more  or  less  centered  under  1  st 
A  (AMERICA).  E  (ONE)  lower  thanN  and  leans  left. 
C  (CENT)  and  N  each  lean  slightly  right.  Perfect  die. 
Lint  mark  through  UNITE. 

1819  N-9.  Small  Date  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous 
surfaces,  mostly  brown  with  tinges  of  red,  a 
lovely  Mint  State  coin  with  some  original 
color,  inviting  you  to  grade  it  as  you  wish; 
NGC  suggests  MS-64  RB.  Probably  ex 
Randall  Hoard . 975 

Obverse:  Date  widely  and  quite  evenly  spaced; 
block-style  8.  L  (LIBERTY)  quite  low;  repunching  at  I. 
Field  lightly  granular  from  use;  no  cracks.  Dentils 
mostly  indistinct,  stars  indifferently  struck.  Portrait 
sharply  defined.  Raised  diagonal  ridge  on  neck. 

Reverse:  1st  T  (STATES)  lightly  repunched  at 
left;  2nd  S  slightly  low.  T  (CENT)  deeply  punched  in 
die.  Field  lightly  granular  from  use;  no  cracks.  Dentils 
mostly  indistinct,  stars  indifferently  struck. 

From  the  Superior  sale  of  September  1997,  Lot  934 
With  label  from  NGC  (No.  66 4252-004)  as  MS-64  RB. 


Gem  1820/19  N-3  Overdate  Cent 


1820/19  N-3  Overdate  MS-65  RB.  Double- 
digit  overdate,  1819  die  corrected  to  read 
1820.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  much 
original  mint  red.  Sharply  struck  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars  for  N-3.  A 
find  so  nice! . 5,780 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

1820  N-10  Iutrge  Date  Cent 

1820  N-10.  Large  Date  MS-63  RB.  Sharply 
struck  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical 
stars.  Lustrous  brown  with  ample  mint  red. 
Dentils  blend  into  rims .  1,180 


Obverse:  Digit  2  from  small  font  compared  to  large 
0,  this  being  typical  across  the  various  obverse  dies.  • 
Die  used  to  coin  N-10  and  N-14 

1820  N-12  Large  Date  Cent 

1820  N-12.  Large  Date  MS-61  BN  with  tinges 
of  red.  Lustrous  light  brown.  Sharp  at  the 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars  for 
N-12 .  1,295 

The  reverse  die  of  1820  N-12  was  sold  as  “scrap 
tron”  years  later,  possibly  in  the  1850s,  and  circa  1860 
was  mated  with  an  “1804”  obverse  (altered  from  a 
discarded  1803  die)  to  create  the  “1804  restrike,”  made 
by  an  unknown  coiner,  probably  in  Philadelphia  circa 
1860s  when  a  tremendous  grass  roots  interest  arose  in 
finding  old  copper  cents  in  circulation — with  the  con¬ 
sternation  to  nearly  everyone  that  those  dated  1804 
were  not  to  be  found.  The  “restrike”  furnished  an 
inexpensive  filler. 

Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley ;  Stack’s, 
U.S.  Gold,  Silver  &  Copper  Coins,  October  20-21, 
1999,  Lot  154- 

Beautiful  1820  N-15  Small  Date  Cent 

1820  N-15.  Small  Date  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lus¬ 

trous  brown  surfaces  with  some  tinges  of  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Sharp 
at  the  portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical 
stars  for  N-15.  A  beautiful  cent! .  1,350 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

Key  1821  N-lb  Cent 

1821  N-lb  AU-55.  Light  brown  fields  with 

tinges  of  lighter  color.  Lustre  remains  in  cer¬ 
tain  protected  areas.  Some  “kegmarks”  on 
portrait.  Nicely  struck  at  centers,  stars  typi¬ 
cal.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  specimen  of  N- 
1,  second  (and  distantly  so)  only  to  the  1823 
in  terms  of  elusive  dates  in  the  later  reach  of 
the  series  1816-1857 .  5,625 

Obverse:  Numerals  fairly  well  spaced  and  well 
proportioned  (2  is  the  correct  size).  Crack  from  dentil 
upward  to  star  2,  then  irregular  in  its  course  to  star  3. 

Reverse:  Nearly  bisecting  more  or  less  vertical 
crack  from  border  left  of  O  (OF) ,  downward  through  N 
(ONE)  and  right  of  E  (CENT),  into  ribbon.  Another 
crack  at  lower  left  through  UNIT  crossing  (unusual 
situation)  crack  from  border  into  and  through  I  to 
wreath.  •  Die  used  to  coin  1821  N-l  and  1822  N-14. 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

Memorable  1821  N-2  Cent 


ONE 
GEN  T 


1821  N-2  AU-55.  A  memorable  1821  cent  from 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  55, 
there  described:  “1821  N-2.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Attractively  blended  light  tan  and  dark  brown 
with  sharp  design  elements.  A  few  very  minor 
abrasions  are  noted,  consistent  with  the  grade. 
Traces  of  lustre  remain  around  the  devices.  A 
very  pleasing  example  and  quite  scarce,  espe¬ 


cially  in  high  grade.  As  a  date,  1821  cents  are 
quite  elusive  with  high  quality  examples  very 
seldom  offered.” . 3,520 

Completely  different  die  pair  from  N- 1  •  Reverse 
die  used  to  coin  1821  N-2  and  1 822  N-12. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  B&M  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  55 
Out  of  holder  and  with  PCGS  ticket. 

Mint  State  1822  N-2  Close  Date  Cent 
1822  N-2.  Close  Date  MS-62  BN.  Light  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck.  An  object  of  rare  beauty, 
as  high  grade  1822  cents  often  are.  Save  for 
the  1822,  coins  after  the  Randall  Hoard  and 
prior  to  1825  are  devilishly  difficult  to  track 
down  in  AU  or  better  grades.  In  his  detailed 
study  William  C.  Noyes  listed  just  six  Mint 
State  pieces  known  to  him .  1 ,880 

Obverse:  Die  crack  begins  above  star  7  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  clockwise  through  stars  8-11,  barely  misses  the 
outer  ray  of  12,  and  ends  in  a  dentil. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

Mint  State  1822  N-4  Cent 

1822  N-4  MS-62  BN.  Light  brown  surfaces  are 

very  attractive.  Sharp  at  portrait,  wreath,  and 
letters.  Stars  typical  for  N-4.  A  coin  with  a 
nice  “personality,”  we  suggest .  2,360 

From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris  Victor-McCawley , 
Gordon  Wrubel,  Neilsen,  Denis  W.  Loring,  Clark,  in 
unknown  order. 

1823/2  N-l  Overdate  Cent 
1823/2  N-l  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and 
thoroughly  desirable  specimen  of  the 
overdate  version  of  hy  far  the  scarcest  year 
among  cents  of  the  1816-1857  span.  Rich 
leather-brown  surfaces,  typical  strike  for 
1 823/2,  overdate  feature  very  boldly  defined. 
Some  verdigris  at  right  border  on  reverse.  It 
is  only  once  in  a  long  while  that  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  offer  an  1823/2  in  EF  grade,  as 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  extant  specimens 
are  very  worn,  typically  Good  to  Fine.  As 
such  this  will  he  a  highlight  in  any  fine  cabi¬ 
net  of  Middle  Date  cents . 2,990 

Important  AU  1823  N-2  Cent 

1823  N-2  AU-50.  Lightly  brushed  at  one  time. 

Graded  AU-55  many  years  ago.  Medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Stars  with  some  usual 
lightness.  Highly  important  as  far  and  away 
the  rarest  date  cent  from  1816  to  1857,  the 
object  of  desire  for  thousands  of  numisma¬ 
tists.  Of  the  1 823  cents  that  do  exist,  most  are 
well  worn.  Even  at  the  Extremely  Fine  level 
the  1 823  is  a  rarity.  The  present  piece  is  quite 
attractive  overall . 4,935 

Obverse:  Block-type  8  ( 1823)  with  center  thin;  2 
with  large  open  curl  at  top,  curled  base;  3  with  point  at 
top  and  ball  at  bottom.  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly  double 
punched,  most  evident  just  below  upper  left  serif. 
Dentils  at  rim  crumbled  from  just  past  star  4  to  nearly 
halfway  between  6  anil  7,  but  with  traces  ot  two  dentil 
spaces  above  upper  left  of  star  6.  This  die  wsis  Liter  used 
to  create  the  1823  “restrike"  cent 

Reverse:  Top  of  O  (ONE)  slightly  high.  Tops  of  CF 
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(CENT)  slightly  higher  than  tops  of  NT.  This  die  also 
used  on  1824  N-5.  Perfect  die;  no  cracks.  Dentils 
delineated  hut  not  hold.  •  Die  used  to  com  1 823  N-2  and 
IS 24  N-5. 

From  Chns  Victor  McCauley ,  Earlier  from  Garden's 
Coin  Exchange,  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  “coin  from  collec¬ 
tion  of  John  Dearden.copy  editor,  Saturday  Evening  Post. " 
Graded  AU-55  at  that  time. 

1823  “Restrike”  Cent 

1823  Restrike  MS-63  BN.  A  handsome  speci¬ 
men  of  the  so-called  “restrike,”  actually  a 
muling  of  dies  that  were  not  related  originally. 
Rich  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Earlier  certified 
as  MS-64  BN  (NGC  585667-001,  ticket  not 
present).  Believed  to  have  been  struck  in  or 
near  Philadelphia  circa  1860  or  so  to  supply 
examples  of  this  rare  date  to  those  who  could 
not  locate  them  elsewhere.  Mark  Borckardt  of 
our  staff  has  written  extensively  concerning 
this  highly  interesting  issue .  1,485 

Obverse:  Original  obverse  used  tocoin  1823  N-2,  rim 
in  very  late  state  with  crumbling  of  dentils  from  star  4  to 
past  7,  intruding  slightly  into  the  field.  Bisecting  crack 
from  rim  past  star  4,  through  portrait  at  ear,  etc.,  exiting 
through  star  1 2  to  border;  another  crack  rises  from  be¬ 
tween  two  dentils  past  star  1 ,  upward  to  meet  with  the  first 
at  Miss  Liberty’s  cheekbone.  Scattered  die  rust. 

Reverse:  Crumbled  and  somewhat  unusual  rims,  as 
standard;  die  resurfaced  but  still  with  rust  pits.  Crack 
from  rim  through  D  (UNITED),  arcing  upward  within 
wreath,  then  downward  exiting  through  R 
(AMERICA)  to  rim.  •  Mismatched  reverse  die  used  to 
coin  1813  Sheldon-293 . 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

Hard-to-Find  1824/2  N-l  Overdate  Cent 


CiEHTJ 


1824/2  N-l  Overdate  AU-53.  Medium  lustrous 
brown.  Well  struck  at  the  centers.  Obverse 
with  some  usual  lightness  at  the  stars. 
Overdate  feature  very  hold.  It  has  been  our 
observation  that  1824/2  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest  overdate  varieties  in  the  large  cent  se¬ 
ries.  Only  infrequently  do  we  have  one  in 

even  EF  grade,  let  alone  AU! . 3,340 

Obverse;  1  (1824)  with  thick  upright,  curve  to 
upper  left  top  of  flag;  block-style  8;  delicate  loop  at  top 
of  2,  curved  base;  virtually  entire  outline  of  under-digit 
2  visible  below  4,  plain  4;  all  digits  closely  spaced,  24 
closest.  Die  used  on  N-l  and  N-5.  Very  delicate  crack 
connects  1  ( 1824)  with  star  1;  another  delicate  crack 
connects  stars  6-7.  Crumbling  at  right  of  4  in  date.  • 
Die  used  to  coin  N-l  and  N-5 . 

Reverse:  2nd  S  (STATES)  slightly  low  and  close  to 
E.  T  (CENT)  slightly  low.  Die  crack  through  letters, 
etc.,  except  at  OF. 

From  Chris  Victor-McCawley 


Lovely  EF  1824/2  N-l  Overdate  Cent 

1824/2  N-l  Overdate,  (duplicate)  EF-40.  A 
lovely  specimen  from  the  Lucien  LaRiviere 


Collection  Sale.  Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  in 
EF  or  finer .  1 ,300 

Obverse:  Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  Early  state  with  a  few  cracks  through  the 
letters. 


1824  N-2  Cent 

1824  N-2  AU-58.  Medium  lustrous  brown. 
Nicely  struck  on  both  sides;  some  normal 
lightness  at  stars.  As  a  date  the  1824  is  highly 
ranked  among  those  of  the  1816-1857,  being 
in  the  top  five  in  our  opinion,  although  the 
elusive  character  of  this  issue  is  generally 
overlooked.  On  the  other  hand,  John  D. 
Wright  considers  this  to  he  common  in  Mmt 
State,  with  a  population  exceeding  three 
dozen.  In  any  event,  a  lovely  AU  1824  N-2 
seems  rare  to  us . 2,390 

Obverse:  1  (1824)  with  heavy  upright,  curved 
upper  left  to  flag;  block-type  8;  delicate  loop  at  top  of 
2,  curved  base;  plain  4-  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly  repunched; 
most  evident  at  top.  Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  Top  of  N  (CENT)  slightly  low.  Center 
dot  visible.  Perfect  die. 

From  Chris  Victor-McCawley . 

1824  N-3  EF-40,  net.  Some  surface  marks 
and  digs,  but  inexpensive  enough  to  make 
it  a  worthwhile  acquisition  for  anyone  de¬ 
siring  a  reasonably  sharp  specimen  of  this 
elusive  date . 375 

Wright  Plate  1824  N-4  Cent 

1824  N-4  AU-58.  Medium  brown  surfaces  of 

high  quality.  Typical  star  impressions.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  1824  N-4,  with  a  long 
pedigree  string  and  with  status  as  the  John  D. 
Wright  plate  coin.  Variously  graded  high  EF 
to  AU  over  the  years . 2,425 

Obverse:  Crack  links  stars  5-6.  Crack  through  24 
to  star  13,  continuing  to  barely  touch  star  12. 

Reverse:  Perfect  die. 

From  T ony  T erranova  ;  earlier  through  a  chain  includ¬ 
ing  Lester  Merkin,  September  1967,  Lot  87;  Robinson 
Broun,  Jr.,  Superior,  September  30,  1986,  Lot  580; 
Dennis  Mendelson ,  Superior ,  February  3,  1991 ,  Lot  31 9  ; 
Stu  Mac  Donald,  Heritage,  September  11,  1997,  Lot 
5440;  Superior,  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale,  February  7-8, 
2000.  John  D.  Wright  plate  coin  illustrated  on  page  1 10  of 
his  delightful  book. 

Glossy  1825  N-3  Close  Date  Cent 

1825  N-3.  Close  Date  AU-55.  Glossy  light 

brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  on  the  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  stars.  A  highly 
attractive  specimen  of  this  issue .  1,590 

Obverse:  B  (LIBERTY)  noticeably  doubled.  Mi¬ 
croscopic  evidence  of  die  rust. 

Reverse:  Minor  die  mounding  at  upper  right  of  N 
(CENT).  Microscopic  evidence  of  die  rust. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris  Victor-McCawley ,  et 
al. ,  including  the  Dennis  Mendelson  Collection ,  Lot  325. 

Attractive  1825  N-8  Cent 

1825  N-8  MS-60  BN.  Quite  well  struck.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces.  A  choice  N-8.  .  1,070 

Obverse.  L  (LIBERTY)  low. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley 

1826  N-l  AU-58.  Satiny  lustrous  obverse  with 
notably  sharp  strike  of  Miss  Liberty  and  stars, 


indeed  outstanding,  reverse  also  sharp.  Some 
marks  at  upper  right.  Probably  could  be  split- 

graded  as  MS-63/58 .  680 

1826  N-9  EF-45.  Medium  brown.  An  ideal 

grade  in  a  way — high  enough  to  reveal  detail 
and  be  very  attractive,  but  low  enough  to  be 
inexpensive  in  the  context  of  quality  cents  of 
the  decade.  Fairly  sharply  struck;  dentils  de¬ 
lineated  but  not  deep;  perfect  die .  540 

Obverse.  Rlock-style  8  ( 1826);  delicate  loop  at  top 
of  2,  curved  hase;  82  closest  spaced.  Star  spacing  erratic 
(e.g.,  stars  6-7  are  significantly  closer  than  9-10);  star 
1 1  repunched;  raised  tiny  “teardrop"  in  field  between 
two  leftmost  points  of  star  12.  L  (LIBERTY’)  slightly 
repunched;  three  tiny  rectangles  on  top  line  of  T ;  bases 
of  IB  and  ERT  touch  or  nearly  touch.  • 

Reverse.  M  (AMERICA )  slightly  repunched  at  left 
center.  Base  of  O  (ONE)  slightly  low;  base  of  E  slightly 
high.  Tiny  projection  extends  below  upright  of  T 
(CENT).  Small  but  clear  center  dot  above  upper  left 
tip  of  N  (CENT). 

From  T om  Reynolds . 

Lustrous  1827  N-7  Cent 

1827  N-7  MS-62  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  Nicely 

struck.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  example  of  one 
of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era .  1 ,290 

Obverse:  I  (LIBERTY)  high,  TY  low. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley 

Notable  1827  N-9  Cent 

1827  N-9  AU-53.  Gorgeous  light  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Exceptional  appearance.  A  notably 
high  grade  example  of  N-9 .  1 ,985 

Obverse:  L  (LIBERTY)  low,  BE  repunched.  Shat¬ 
tered  die  with  continuous  irregular  system  of  cracks, 
with  branches  and  diversions,  around  periphery  link¬ 
ing  date  and  stars  (except  for  1 1 ,  for  which  it  skirts  on 
the  outside  near  the  rim). 

Reverse:  Nuance  ofdiecrack  linking  ED(UNITED). 
•  Die  used  to  coin  N-2,  N-4.  and  N-9  of  this  year. 

From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1827  N-l  1  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  brown  fields.  A 
lovely  cent  from  this  somewhat  scarce  year.  490 

Obverse:  Block-style  8  (1827);  delicate  loop  at  top 
of  2,  curved  base;  7  more  prominent  than  the  other  three 
figures;  827  closely  spaced;  1  and  7  are  closer  to  border 
than  are  8  and  2.  Star  spacing  erratic,  as  it  often  is  on 
cents  of  this  era,  indicating  a  lack  of  a  jig  or  positioning 
tool  (e  g.,  stars  2-3  closer  than  3-4).  IBE  (LIBERTY) 
repunched;  upper  right  serif  of  E  nearly  detached.  Fairly 
well  struck;  dentils  defined  hut  not  deep;  fields  with 
granularity  from  use.  •  Die  used  on  N- 10  and  1 1 

Reverse:  Top  of  O  (ONE)  slightly  high;  right  of  N 
slightly  repunched.  Diagonal  of  N  (CENT)  slightly 
repunched;  base  of  T  sharply  repunched,  quite  unusu¬ 
ally  so.  Prominent  center  dot.  Dentils  mostly  absent  or 
vestigial;  fields  show  radial  ridges,  etc.,  from  extensive 
use.  Ridge  links  C  and  A  (AMERICA). 

Stunning  1828  N-3  Cent 

1828  N-3  MS-63  BN.  Gorgeous  lustrous  light 

brown  surfaces,  a  coin  deserving  of  a  numis¬ 
matic  beauty  prize!  Well  struck  and  very  ap¬ 
pealing!  William  C.  Noyes  cited  only  four 
specific  Mint  State  specimens .  1,830 

Obverse  82  close.  Perfect  die  •  Die  used  . . in  \ 

2,  N-3,  N-4,  N-5,  and  N -12,  a  sturdy  little  fcll'<u 

Ri  >  erst  l’>  it*  <  i  da  •  I  'i.  a’,  d  to  com  8 
N-8  and  1828  N-3 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chns  Vunn-MiS  asolcs 
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The  Hines-Sheldon  1828  N-6  Cent 
Noyes  Plate  Coin 


1828  N-6  MS-65  BN.  Sharply  struck.  Deeply 
lustrous  light  brown  surfaces  with  nuances  of 
iridescence.  A  superb  1828  cent  with  an  il¬ 
lustrious  pedigree  plus  having  the  status  of 
being  the  Noyes  plate  coin . 2,760 

Obverse.  Repunching  right  of  first  8.  Crack  through 
28,  right  to  stars  13  and  12.  Light  crack  from  border 
downward  to  right  of  star  9,  to  bun.  Delicate  crack  from 
border  to  lowest  ray  of  star  1  to  bust;  connected  crack 
from  front  of  chin  downward,  joining  other  crack  to  left 
of  bust.  Numerous  tiny  rust  “islands”  at  stars  2-3, 7-9,  and 
on  portrait  below  ear.  •  Die  used  to  coin  N-6  and  N-7. 

Reverse:  Perfect  die. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  Henry  Hines;  Dr. 
William  H .  Sheldon ;  1949  AN  A  Sale ,  Numismatic  Gallery 
(Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg) ,  August  23,  1949,  Lot 
1620;  Floyd  Stan  via  Stack's;  2000  E AC  Convention  Sale , 
March  31,  2001,  Lot  387;  Chris  Victor-McCawley  • 
Noyes  plate  coin. 

1828  N-10  Small  Date  Cent 

1828  N-10  Small  Date  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
glossy  light  brown  surface.  Nicely  struck  on 
portrait,  wreath,  and  letters.  Typical  lightness 
of  some  stars.  A  very  appealing  specimen. 
Not  a  rarity,  hut  difficult  to  locate  for  anyone 
seeking  to  quickly  find  one .  1,235 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  W.  Foster 
Schreeder  Collection ,B&R,  April  23-25 ,1979,  Lot  1 053 ; 
J.R.  Grellman  Collection;  other  owners  to  Chris  Victor- 
McCawley  and  Tony  Tenanova. 

Downing’s  1828  N-l  lb  Cent 

1828  N-l  lb  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown.  Fairly 

well  struck.  An  illustrious  pedigree  adds  to 
the  desirability  of  this  lovely  cent .  1,430 

Obverse:  Block-style  8’s;  curl-top  2  with  curved 
base.  Stars  that  point  to  beads:  2,  3,  4,  6  (left  side  of 
bead),  8, 9, 10, 1 1,  and  12.  Border  of  round  beads,  many 
of  which  can  be  seen  in  completely  circular  form. 
Perfect  die,  no  cracks,  probably  only  lightly  used  for 
striking  by  this  point.  •  Die  used  to  coin  N-8,  N-9,  and 
N-ll. 

Reverse:  D  (UNITED)  slightly  repunched  to  right. 
Border  of  round  beads,  some  of  which  can  be  seen  in 
completely  circular  form  in  the  area  from  about  7 
o’clock  to  1 2  o’clock.  Center  dot  above  upper  left  tip  of 
N  (CENT).  Perfect  die. 

From  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  section  of  ANA 
Sale,  1952,  Homer  K.  Downing  estate  collection,  Lot 
2171.  in  penal  "N-ll  State  b.  MS-60”;  Willard  C 
BlaisdelltoR  E.  Nafttger,  Jr  July  1976,  then  graded  MS- 
65  Listed  in  the  Nr/yes  census  as  MS-60+,  the  highest 
grade  given  any  that  he  specifically  mentions,  except  one. 

Memorable  Quality  1829  N-l  Cent 

1829  N-l  MS-60  BN.  Well  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  Medium  brown  surfaces .  2,340 

( ibverse  I  (1828)  with  curved  upper  left  to  flag, 


heavy  upright;  8  too  small  and  of  the  script  style;  2  with 
curl  top  and  with  heavy  curved  base;  9  with  ball  close 
to  curve;  82  most  closely  spaced.  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly 
low.  Inner  circle  at  dentil  tips.  Superb  strike  with 
excellent  definition  of  portrait,  stars,  and  dentils.  Per¬ 
fect  die.  •  Die  used  to  coin  N-l ,  N-4,  and  N-5. 

Reverse:  E  (ONE)  possibly  over  smaller  erroneous 
E,  with  too-small  center  serif  still  visible.  E  (CENT) 
slightly  repunched.  Sharp  strike.  Light  crack  from 
above  upper  right  of  M  (AMERICA)  through  tops  of 
ER.  Slight  clashmarks  from  hair  bun  outline  can  be 
seen  at  right  inner  side  of  wreath. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  ex  Del  Bland,  November 
1988,  notation  of  $3,000  (sale  pncel) . 

Pleasing  1829  N-2  Cent 

1829  N-2  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  A  rather 
dangerous  cent  from  the  1820s,  as  one  could  be 
spoiled  into  wanting  all  varieties  to  be  this 
nice — of  course,  an  impossible  dream.  ..  1 ,240 

Obverse:  1  (1828)  with  curved  upper  left  to  flag, 
heavy  upright;  8  too  small  and  of  the  script  style;  2  with 
curl  top  and  with  heavy  curved  base;  9  with  ball  close 
to  curve;  29  most  closely  spaced,  slightly  closer  than  82. 
Star  spacing  erratic;  stars  at  left  are  generally  closer  to 
the  dentils  than  are  stars  on  the  right.  L  (LIBERTY) 
slightly  repunched;  base  of  E  lower  than  base  of  adja¬ 
cent  R.  Die  used  for  N-2  and  3.  Crack  begins  in  field 
before  star  1  and  continues  to  link  stars  1  -4-  Crack  links 
stars  11-13  and  extends  lightly  farther  at  each  end. 
Dentils  large  and  boldly  defined.  Well  struck.  •  Die 
used  to  coin  N-2  and  N-3  cents. 

Reverse:  E  (CENT)  repunched  at  left;  N  slightly 
repunched.  Medium-size  center  dot.  Dentils  absent  or 
vestigial  from  9  o’clock  to  1  o’clock;  otherwise  defined. 

From  T om  Reynolds . 

1829  N-6  Cent 

1829  N-6  MS-60  BN.  Well  struck,  lustrous, 
light  brown  surfaces — and  by  looking  care¬ 
fully  near  the  wreath  on  the  reverse  we  even 
see  a  few  blushes  of  original  mint  red.  A  de¬ 
lightful  cent! . 2,340 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley . 

Lovely  1829  N-8  Cent 
How  to  describe  it? 

1829  N-8  MS-63  BN.  A  real  cutie-pie  (if,  in¬ 

deed,  a  penny  can  be  a  cutie-pie)  of  a  coin! 
Sharply  struck  with  chestnut  colored  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicious  (if,  indeed,  a  cent  can  be  like 
a  Hershey  bar).  Another  “spoiler”  cent,  inas¬ 
much  as  not  many  other  coppers  of  the  1820s 
are  apt  to  be  found  so  nice . 2,450 

Obverse:  L  (LIBERTY)  double  punched  at  base. 
Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  With  some  persistent  poking  around  with 
a  magnifying  glass  a  few  “islets”  of  rust  can  be  seen  • 
Die  used  to  coin  1828  N-9  and  1829  N-8. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  Chris  Victor-McCawley;  and 
Lot  922  in  an  earlier  Superior  sale. 

1830  N-l  MS-62  BN.  Glossy  light  brown 

surfaces.  Well  struck.  A  dandy  1830  N-l 
cent . 945 

Obverse:  Script-style  8  (1830);  3  with  ball  at  top 
and  bottom;  all  numbers  close,  but  18  closest,  although 
the  differential  is  minute.  Prominent  raised  scribe  line 
inside  dentils  and  separated  from  them;  incomplete 
below  18  (1830).  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly  low.  A  very 
well  made  die.  Crack  from  rim,  through  star  2  and  back 
to  rim  near  star  3.  Die  lightly  rusted  overall. 


Reverse:  2nd  S  (STATES)  slightly  low.  N  (ONE) 
leans  slightly  right.  Medium-size  center  dot.  This  sturdy 
die  is  found  on  N-l  through  N-7.  Dentils  visible  all 
around  border.  Lightly  rusted. 

1830  N-l.  (Duplicate)  AU-58.  Satiny  light 
brown  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  First  date  of 
the  new  decade  or  last  date  of  the  old  decade, 
take  your  pick .  585 

Obverse:  Crack  from  rim,  through  star  1  and  back 
to  rim  near  star  2.  Tiny  crack  from  star  1  toward  star  2, 
nearly  reaching  it. 

Reverse:  Die  shows  signs  of  use,  but  there  are  no 
cracks. 

From  T om  Reynolds .  * 

Mint  State  1830  N-2  Cent 

1830  N-2  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Typical  strike  for  N-2,  light  stars  and 
highest  leaf  details.  In  the  context  of  N-2  this 
is  a  winning  coin,  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
2,675 

Obverse:  Intermittent  raised  scribe  line  near  den¬ 
tils.  Delicate  irregular  crack  connects  all  stars  and  date, 
not  obvious  as  on  certain  well-known  1818  and  1820 
cents  with  this  feature;  on  1830  N-2  a  glass  is  best  used 
to  discern  the  details. 

Reverse:  C  (CENT)  highest,  E  high,  N  sort  of 
“patchy”  under  high  magnification.  Morse-like  string 
between  bottom  of  U  (UN ITED)  and  wreath,  probably 
a  stray  mark,  not  a  die  crack — this  to  be  determined  by 
checking  others  to  see  if  the  feature  changes  (in  which 
case  it  is  probably  not  an  engraving  slip).  •  Die  used  to 
strike  1830  N-2,  N-5,  and  N-9. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Chris  Victor-McCawley. 

1830  N-4  MS-62  BN.  Rich  chestnut  brown, 

lustrous  surfaces — and  a  decent  strike,  too.  A 
winning  example,  living  proof  that  all  memo¬ 
rable  cents  from  this  early  (relatively)  era  do 
not  have  to  be  in  the  four-figure  range.  In 
fact,  this  one  is  just . 940 

Obverse:  Raised  scribe  line  off of  dentils.  Exceptfor 
stars  3-6,  a  die  crack  links  the  date  and  stars.  Small  cud 
(two  joined  dentils)  left  of  star  10,  another  slightly 
right  of  outermost  ray  of  star  11*  Die  used  to  coin  N- 
3,  N-4,  and  N-10. 

Reverse:  Irregular  cracks,  multiple  in  areas,  en¬ 
circle  the  die  outside  of  the  wreath.  Multiple  clash 
marks  show  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty  within  the 
wreath,  not  particularly  common  on  cents  of  this  era 
(but  seemingly  endemic  on,  for  example,  Type  II  gold 
dollars).  Tiny  die  crack  joins  N  (ONE)  withN  (CENT), 
a  rather  curious  little  crack,  an  unusual  location,  and  it 
is  strictly  local — doesn’t  go  anywhere. 

From  Tony  Terranova.  By  the  way,  Tony  is  a  dealer 
in  the  old  style — with  equal  enjoyment  he  can  contemplate 
a  piece  of  historical  china,  a  medal  of  the  War  of  1812,  an 
interesting  old  book ,  or  a  piece  of  scrimshaw ,  someone  who 
can  appreciate  an  Old  Curiosity  Shop  ambience  (as  the 
editor  can ,  too),  sort  of  what  collecting  is  all  about!  •  And, 
of  course,  a  lot  of  our  clients  feel  the  same  way — and  have 
an  affection  for  Americana  and  other  collectibles  beyond  the 
limits  of  numismatics . 

Choice  Mint  State  1831  N-l  Cent 

1831  N-l  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lustrous  brown 
fields  and  devices.  Sharply  struck  at  portrait, 
wreath,  and  letters,  typical  stars.  Planchet 
clip  at  left  does  not  reach  field.  Only  three 
pieces  are  listed  above  MS-60  by  William  C. 
Noyes  (to  be  objective,  we  do  not  know  it 
this  coin  is  included  or  it  he  has  seen  it  or  it 
he  has,  how  he  graded  it).  Nevertheless, 
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unquestionably  elusive  in  Mint  State  1,440 

Obverse:  Crack  commences  at  border  above  star 
8  and  continues  clockwise  through  remaining  stars  at 
right,  date,  and  stars  I  to  4,  barely  reaching  the  last. 

Revent  Perfect  die.  •  Die  used  to  coin  /  831  N  I 

and  N-l  4 

From  Tony  Terranova ;  Chris  Victor-McCawley . 

1831  N-3.  Small  Letters  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous 
light  brown.  Sharp  portrait,  wreath,  and  let¬ 
ters,  light  stars,  this  being  standard  for  N-3. 
A  very  attractive  specimen!  . 695 

Obverse.  Perfect  die.  •  Die  used  to  com  N-2  and 

N-3. 

Reverse  Perfect  die  •  Die  used  to  com  1831  N-3, 
1834  N-5.  and  1835  N-l  and  N-5. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  backward  in  time  to  Tom 
Reynolds;  Douglas  Bird,  September  14,  1994,  No.  6 75; 
T.R.M. .  September  2 1 ,  1991. 

1831  N-6  MS-62  BN.  Highly  lustrous,  light 
brown  satiny  surfaces.  A  nice  example. 965 

Obverse:  l’s  (1831)  with  medium  size  flags;  8 
script  style;  3  with  balls  at  top  and  bottom;  83  most 
closely  spaced.  Stars  on  the  left  are  closer  to  the 
dentils  than  are  stars  on  the  right.  Star  spacing  irregu¬ 
lar;  e.g.,  5-6  close,  6-7  distant.  Base  of  I  (LIBERTY) 
high;  base  of  T  lower  than  base  of  adjacent  R.  Dentils 
especially  bold;  faint  raised  scribe  line  can  be  seen 
between  many  tips.  Some  field  granularity  from  use, 
but  no  cracks.  Dentils  very  prominent.  Well  struck  on 
portrait,  typical  stars.  •  This  die  was  used  for  N-6,  N- 
7,  and  N-8. 

Reverse:  ST‘(STATES)  wide,  ES  close.  O  (OF) 
slightly  low.  Triangular  upper  left  serif  of  T’s  is  nearly 
disconnected.  Line  below  EN  (CENT)  is  thicker  at 
the  left  side.  Prominent  center  dot.  This  die  was  used 
for  N-6,  9,  and  12.  Light  clashmarks  outline  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  profile  is  seen  near  left  inside  of  wreath.  • 
Die  used  to  coin  1831  N-6,  N- 9,  and  N-l 2. 

1831  N-6  (Duplicate)  MS-60  BN.  Planchet 
depression  at  CE  (CENT),  possibly  from 
grease  in  the  die.  Unusual  as  a  mint  error. 
Lustrous  rich  brown  surfaces . 540 

From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1831  N-7  Cent 

1831  N-7  MS-60.  A  lovely  specimen  that 
traces  its  provenance  to  the  Flannagan  Col¬ 
lection  Sale,  there  described  as:  “Lot  2671. 
1831  N-7.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  hrown 
with  mottlings  of  olive  and  rich  mint  color. 
Splendid  eye  appeal  with  no  serious  detrac¬ 
tions,  just  a  few  faint  contact  marks,  one  of 
which  is  located  across  from  Liberty’s  nose 
near  star  3  but  none  are  serious.  This  piece 
has  beerf  off  the  market  since  1972  when  it 
was  offered  as  part  of  the  Slife  Collection, 
there  described  as  ‘tied  for  second  finest 
known.’  Today  there  are  a  number  of  Mint 
State  specimens  of  this  variety  in  existence, 
hut  this  piece  deserves  consideration  as  a 
Condition  Census  representative  of  this  va¬ 
riety.  A  most  appealing  piece  and  certainly 
worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  advanced  large 
cent  collection.’’ .  .  1,670 

Obverse:  Die  used  to  coin  N-6,  N-7,  and  N-8. 

Reverse:  Die  used  to  coin  1831  N-7  and  N-10. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  in  the  Flannagan 
Collection  Sale  as  quoted  above.  Still  earlier  from  Lester 
Merlon's  sale  of  the  Wayne  Slife  Collection,  October 
1972,  Lot  591 


Choice  1831  N-8  Cent 

1831  N-8  MS-64  BN.  Well  struck  with  satiny 

light  brown  smooth  surfaces.  A  delightful 
specimen  of  N-8 .  1,325 

Obverse.  L  (LIBERTY)  slightly  I.  >w.  Numerals 
punched  deeply  into  the  die,  but  8  not  as  deeply  as  the 
other  three.  Perfect  die  •  Die  used  to  com  1831  N-6,  N- 
7,  and  N-8. 

Reverse:  Delicate  crack  begins  past  final  A 
(AMERICA)  and  continues  clockwise  through  left 
ribbon  tip,  UNITED,  to  ST. 

Old-Time  1832  N-2  Small  Letters  Cent 
Blundered  Reverse  Die 

1832  N-2.  Small  Letters.  Blundered  Reverse 

Die  MS-62  BN.  A  lovely  old-time  cent,  of 
course,  but  also  with  some  old-time  (sort  of) 
pedigree  connections.  Sharply  struck  save  for 
some  typical  star  centers.  Deep  rich  brown 
lustre.  A  very  handsome  cent,  a  treat  to  the 
eye! .  1,285 

Obverse:  Delicate  crack  from  border  continues 
inward  to  star  5,  through  and  including  star  10,  and 
beyond. 

Reverse:  Double  punching  at  left  of  D  (UNITED); 
apparently  a  corrected  error  at  first  S  (STATES),  and 
a  few  other  artifacts  (see  expanded  old-time  note  cited 
below).  Base  of  E  (ONE)  high,  E  leans  slightly  right. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  earlier  from  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Cass,  “Empire  Collection,”  Stack’s,  November  1957,  Lit 
253;  Lester  Merkm,  sold  privately,  May  1979;  Del  Bland; 
David  Therrell;  Dr.  Jack  Adams  Collection,  May  3 1  -June  2 , 
1982,  Lot  572;  Henry  Flettger,  March  1993.  With  slip  from 
old  listing,  not  attributed:  “ The  ever-present  arc  crack  through 
the  upper  stars  on  the  obverse ;  blundered  reverse  legend:  TED 
originally  punched  too  far  left,  then  corrected ;  the  next  word, 
from  remaining  traces ,  was  punched  in  as  SATTES  rather 
than  STATES,  then  mostly  ground  off  and  repunched  cor¬ 
rectly  .  We  have  seen  no  mention  of  this  blunder.  ”  PCGS  MS- 
62  BN  ( 1687  62/2332988);  ticket  not  retained. 

1832  N-3  1/2  Cent 

1832  N-3  1/2  Large  Legend ,  Large  Denomina¬ 

tion  MS-63  BN,  lustrous.  Light  brown 
color.  The  “1/2”  designates  double  profile,  a 
striking  variety,  not  a  die  variety .  1,290 

Obverse:  1  ( 1832)  with  small  pointed  flag;  script- 
style  8;  3  with  balls  at  top  and  bottom;  2  with  delicate 
curved  top  and  heavy  curved  base.  18  widest;  32 
closest.  RTY  (LIBERTY)  either  double  punched  or 
machine  doubled.  Above  average  strike.  Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  2nd  S  (STATES)  low.  F  (OF)  slightly 
double  punched  on  left  side  of  upright.  Raised  “pimple" 
on  left  diagonal  near  center  of  M  (AMERICA).  O 
(ONE)  leans  left.  T  (CENT)  sharply  double  punched. 
Above  average  strike.  Perfect  die. 

From  T  ony  T erranova;  earlier  from  the  Lester  Merkin 
sale  of  September  20,  1967,  Lot  10 9. 

Gem  1833  N-l  Cent 

1833  N-l  MS-66  BN.  Rich,  deep,  lustrous 

hrown,  a  lively  Mint  State  coin  (pick  your 
own  number)  with  a  really  fine  pedigree.  No 
doubt  this  will  be  a  prized  possession  for  its 
next  owner  as  well .  1 ,470 

Obverse:  Date  low,  star  points  "trailing"  to  rim.  No 
cracks. 

Reverse  ONE  /  CENT  with  letters  irregularly 
spaced  and  aligned,  the  work  of  an  apprentice?  Crack 
begins  through  RICA,  continues  clockwise  and  be 
comes  complex  at  U  (UNITED),  and  ends  at  final  S 


1  v  I  A  I  I  s  i  •  1  >li  uv  .1  . in  />’l  \  4  ,)i 

and  N  4  •  I  "I  m  I  ’  'X  tight.  1  h>  t  i>ii  Book  I8lt 
1839:  Tire  1831  from  this  reverse  die  was  struck  after 
1833  N-4  (this  comment  being  germane  to  our  own 
“red  herring"  things  to  avoid  discussed  later  in  the 
present  offering,  regarding  published  mintage  figures). 

Tony  Terranova :  earlier  James  A  Ross.  Scranton, 
Penna  ,  to  his  son,  Adrian  Ross;  Stack's,  June  1900,  Lit 
1244.  Intermediary  owner.  Bob  Everett,  I  arly  Ameruan 
Coppers  Auction  No  4 ,  January  1992,  Lit  208 ,  Robtnson 
S .  Broun  ,Jr  ,  Superu rr .  January  27.1 996 ,  Lit  584 .  T om 
Reynolds . 

1833  N-2  MS-60  BN.  Fairly  well  struck  Rich, 
smooth,  lustrous  glossy  brown  surfaces,  a 
beautiful  coin  to  behold . 625 

Obverse:  I  (LIBERTY)  double  punched.  Light  crai  k 
links  stars  and  date  except  for  stars  9-11. 

Reverse:  Light  crack  through  top  of  RICA  con¬ 
tinuing  to  top  of  UNITED. 

1833  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 
ters  MS-62BN.  Lustrous.  Softly  struck,  as 
typical  for  N-3.  Very  attractive . 680 

Obverse:  Dentils  light  or  absent,  as  expected  on  N- 
3,  blended  into  rim. 

Reverse:  E  (ONE)  seemingly  over  a  smaller,  erro¬ 
neous  E.  Base  of  E  (CENT)  broken  and  patched 
Dentils  similar  to  obverse. 

1833  N-5  Horned  8  Cent 

1833  N-5.  Homed  8  MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of 
red.  Well  struck  except  for  several  star  cen¬ 
ters.  High  dentiled  borders.  A  very  beautiful 
cent! .  1 ,290 

Obverse:  8  (1833)  low  and  double  punched, 
“horned”  per  popular  nomenclature.  Y  (LIBERTY) 
Low.  Crack  through  date,  clockwise  to  end  at  star  10, 
irregular  in  its  course,  but  prominent  to  the  eye. 

Reverse:  E  (ONE)  patched.  Crack  around  the 
periphery,  complete  except  at  AME. 

From  T ony  T erranova,  ChnsVictor-McCawley ;  Pre- 
Long  Beach  Sale,  February  7-8,  2000,  Superior  Stamp  & 
Coin,  Lit  1970. 

1833  N-6a  AU-55  BN.  Very  lustrous  and  with 

much  eye  appeal . 940 

Obverse:  1  ( 1833)  with  tiny  upper  projection  at  left 
in  lieu  of  flag;  script-style  8;  both  3’s  with  knobs; 
spacing  fairly  even,  slightly  larger  spacing  of  83.  R 
(LI  BERTY)  slightly  repunched.  Perfect  die.  Some  stars 
light  at  centers;  bold  dentils;  sharp  portrait. 

Reverse:  2nd  S  (STATES)  distant  and  slightly  low 
N  (CENT)  double  punched;  T  leans  slightly  left.  Late 
state  of  the  die.  Cracks,  double  at  some  points,  com¬ 
pletely  around  border  through  lettering,  etc. 

From  the  Abner  Kreisberg  sale  of  May  23-24.  1958, 
Lee  and  Freeman  Collections,  Lit  1247,  pen  notations  of 
"AU-50"  and  “AU-55."  Stack's,  August  1976 

1834  N-l.  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 

ters  AU-58.  Rich  lustrous  brown.  Very 
pleasing . 475 

Obverse:  Tops  of  1  (1 834)  and  4  high;  script  style  8; 
ball  at  top  and  bottom  of  3;  plain  4;  all  figures  close,  83 
closest.  Dentils  are  seen  to  be  in  the  form  i  >f  pellets  or  beads 
in  the  areas  in  which  such  are  visible;  dentils  are  smaller 
than  in  previous  years  (this  holding  true  for  smaller  dentils 
on  later  dies).  Field  granular  from  use.  Crack  lines  stars  2- 
12  and  extends  to  close  to  star  1 3.  Average  srrike 

Reverse:  The  Small  Letters  style  permits  wider 
spacing,  such  as  between  A  (AMERICA),  M,  and  E, 
which  on  Large  Letters  reverses  are  close  E  (ONE) 
repunched  at  top.  N  (CENT)  slightly  repunched;  small 
extension  from  base  of  T.  Dentils  long  and  of  the  old 
style,  unlike  those  used  on  the  obverse  Ifentils  weak  or 
vestigial  in  some  areas.  Field  gTanular  from  extensive 
use.  Crack,  sometimes  ridge-line,  cUxkwise  through 
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letters  from  2nd  A  (AMERICA)  around  to  first  A  in 
the  same  word  •  Die  used  fur  N- 1  of  1 834  (as  here)  and 
also  N-3  of  1835. 

Handsome  1834  N-2  SD,  LS,  SL  Cent 
1834  N-2.  Small  Date,  Large  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 
ters  MS-60  BN.  Dies  aligned  200s.  Rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown.  A  handsome  cent!  Someone  at 
the  Mint  was  involved  in  various  font  sizes 
this  year;  related  varieties  occur  among  1834 
Capped  Bust  halves . 765 

Obverse:  Tops  of  1  (1834)  and  4  high;  script  style 
8;  ball  at  top  and  bottom  of  3;  plain  4.  Fairly  well  struck. 
Crack  extends  from  left  of  1  ( 1834),  clockwise  through 
stars  to  right  side  of  4,  but  is  not  seen  within  the  date 
numerals. 

Reverse:  O  (ONE)  and  N  lightly  repunched;  lower 
left  of  E  is  extended  abnormally.  Top  of  E  (CENT) 
repunched;  small  projection  from  base  of  upright  of  T. 
Crack  through  STA  (STATES)  down  to  right  to 
wreath,  possibly  through  wreath,  then  out  to  lower  left 
foot  of  1st  A  (AMERICA).  Crack  from  leaf  tip  below 
R  (AMERICA)  down  through  CA.  Double  or  triple 
clashmarks  from  the  profile  of  Miss  Liberty  can  be  seen 
inside  the  wreath  at  the  left. 

1834  N-3  LD,  SS,  SL  Cent 
1834  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 
ters  EF-45.  Medium  brown.  Nice  quality,  as 
are  all  of  the  Roland  Park  Collection  cents,  as 
they  were  deliberately  selected  as  such.  1,100 

Obverse:  Date  irregular,  with  medium-size  1,  small 

3,  and  large  8  and  4,  a  mixture  of  fonts(!);  8  is  of  the 
script  style;  3  with  ball  at  top  and  bottom;  plain  4;  834 
close.  Small,  delicate  stars.  Slight  doubling  of  most 
letters  in  LIBERTY.  Dentils  attached  to  flat  rim  or 
border  (unlike  earlier  styles  in  which  the  dentils  ex¬ 
tended  fully  to  the  border);  dentils  widely  spaced. 
Fields  granular  from  use.  Crack  extends  in  two  direc¬ 
tions  Crack  from  star  5  toward  adjacent  stars  but 
reaches  neither;  crack  from  rim  near  star  1 1  extends  to 
connect  stars  12-13  and  continues  to  exit  at  dentils 
below4  (1834).  •  Die  used  for  N-3  and  4  ( firstN-3 ,  then 
N-4,  then  N-3  again). 

Reverse:  Base  of  O  (OF)  low.  N  (ONE)  sharply 
repunched.  C  (CENT)  possibly  over  smaller  C  and 
with  thin  trace  of  an  earlier  C  at  the  top  of  the  inside 
space  in  the  letter;  T  with  small  extension  from  base  of 
upright.  Prominent  center  dot.  Perfect  die  (no  cracks), 
but  with  some  granularity  from  use. 

From  T om  Reynolds . 

1834  N-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Let¬ 

ters  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces. 
Typical  strike  for  N-4,  sharp  in  most  but  not 
all  areas.  Attractive . 590 

Obverse:  3  small  and  low,  seemingly  from  a  differ¬ 
ent  font  that  the  larger  adjacent  4-  Sharp,  “toothy” 
dentilation.  •  Die  usedforN-3  and4  (firstN-3,  then  N- 

4,  then  N-3  again). 

Reverse:  Two  center  dots.  Delicate  crack  from  F 
through  AM. 

1835  N-7.  Head  of  1836  MS-62.  From  the 

B<StM  Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  67:  “1835 
N-7.  Head  of  1836.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lus- 
rrous  medium  brown  with  a  few  very  light 
surface  marks  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  pleas¬ 
ing  example  from  a  later  die  state  with  minor 
die  rust  visible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.” 
Typical  strike  for  N-7 .  365 

Cfbverse  [ latehigh  infield;  1  higherrhanotherdigits. 
Pronounced  moundmg  at  all  stars,  from  rhe  late  die  state, 
ir.  'ir  in  ,M,i I  f * ■  i r  i , r* '  in  rhe  oinrext  of  <  rnts  nf  this  era  • 


“Young  Head"  die  used  on  N-7  and  N-l 9. 

Reverse:  Late  die  state,  rust  and  light  pitting,  and 
with  mounding  at  center  and  left  interior  of  wreath.  The 
die,  although  not  cracked,  must  have  been  a  sorry  sight 
to  behold! 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Geneva  Sale  as  cited.  With 
NGC  insert. 

1835  N-14  Young  Head  Cent 
The  Clarke-Naftzger  Coin 
1835  N-14.  Young  Head  MS-65  BN  with 
tinges  of  red.  A  lustrous  and  very  appealing 
coin .  1,945 

Obverse:  1  (1835)  slightly  high  and  seemingly 
deeper  in  the  die  than  are  the  other  numerals;  script 
type  8;  3  thin  and  open  with  curl  at  top  and  ball  on 
bottom;  5  upright  with  curved  top  to  flag  and  with 
vertical  element  over  the  ball  and,  if  extended,  left  of 
its  center.  Fairly  early  use  of  the  die;  no  cracks.  Border 
indistinct. 

Reverse:  Upper  left  of  T  (CENT)  nearly  discon¬ 
nected  from  upright.  Fairly  early  use  of  the  die;  no 
cracks.  Border  indistinct  except  from  about  1 1  o’clock 
to  2  o’clock,  where  the  definition  is  fair  •  Die  used  for 
N-14  and  N-19. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  in  the  Ted  Naftzger 
Collection ,  acquired  from  T.  fames  Clarke  (pill  box  manu¬ 
facturer,  ANA  president,  and  collector  of  fine  numismatic 
things  in  Jamestown,  N.Y.). 

1835  N-14  Young  Head.  (Duplicate)  AU-55. 

•  Light  brown  fields  and  devices . 380 

Perfect  dies.  Obverse  star  centers  light.  Reverse 
border  with  complete  dentilation. 

1836  N-3  AU-55.  Lustrous  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 260 

Obverse:  Date  (1836)  small;  1  and  6  larger  than  8 
and  3;  script  style  8;  3  with  curl  at  top  and  ball  at 
bottom.  Minor  repunching  of  star  4-  Distinctive  rim 
cud  opposite  star  6  and  extending  in  the  direction  of 
star  5  •  In  the  1950s,  when  unsorted  quantities  of  large 
copper  cents  were  occasionally  seen,  this  variety  with 
its  “signature”  obverse  die  break  was  far  and  away  the 
most  often  seen  issue  of  the  1836  year.  Things  haven’t 
changed  much,  cf.  John  D.  Wright:  “Commonest  1836.” 

Reverse:  Top  of  E  (ONE)  slightly  lower  than  top 
right  of  N.  C  (CENT)  leans  left;  top  of  N  significantly 
lower  than  top  of  E.  Perfect  die. 

From  Tom  Reynolds. 

1836  N-5  AU-53.  Attractive  light  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Bought  as  a  common  N-l  after  having 
passed  through  the  hands  of  at  least  two  lead¬ 
ing  cent  experts  as  such,  hut  recently 
reattributed  hy  Gordon  Wrubel  as  the  much 
scarcer  N-5  (no  victory  here,  as  over  the  years 
anyone  we  know,  including  the  writer,  QDB, 
has  misattributed  a  coin  or  two  or  three).  420 

Topographically  quite  similar  to  the  dies  of  N-3,  as 
cent  making  was  entering  what  Walter  Breen  called 
the  “era  of  stereotypy.”  More  below. 

1837  N-l  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters  MS- 

60  BN.  Medium  lustrous  brown.  Striking  in 
areas  ranges  from  sharp  to  light,  consistent 
with  N-3.  A  very  pleasing  example . 840 

Obverse:  1  (1837)  high.  Light  crack  through  date 
continues  clockwise  through  star  6  then  exits  at  dentils 
opposite  star  7.  Plain  hair  cords  or  early  style  of  the  year. 

•  Die  used  to  coin  1837  N-l  and  N-14. 

Reverse:  Crack  at  F  AM.  •  Die  used  to  com  1837  N- 
I  and  N-4. 

1837  N-5  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters 
AU-58,  some  claims  to  Mint  State.  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces  with  a  nuance  of  olive.  Gen¬ 


erally  sharply  struck,  some  lightness  on  cer¬ 
tain  stars  as  is  characteristic . 450 

Obverse:  Crack  from  border  past  star  2  enters  into 
field,  passes  through  outermost  ray  of  star  3,  becomes 
fully  involved  with  stars  4-7,  barely  passes  by  the 
outermost  ray  of  star  8  and  disappears  into  the  border. 
•  Die  used  to  coin  N-4  and  N-5. 

Reverse:  C  (CENT)  high.  Crack  through  tops  of 
N1TED  STA  is  very  delicate. 

1837  N-6.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters 
AU-58.  Lustrous  light  brown.  Remarkably 
sharply  struck  (and,  as  such,  a  good  candidate 
for  someone  seeking  the  basic  date  or  Guide 
Book  variety,  and  not  an  aficionado  of 
Newcomb  esoterica) . 485 

Obverse:  3  (1837)  low.  Someday,  someone  (Dr. 
John  W.  McCloskey  is  an  obvious  candidate!)  may 
write  an  essay,  “Styles  of  the  Digit  3  as  Observed  on 
Coin  Dates.”  This  numeral  comes  in  as  many  varieties 
as  alley  cats,  the  present  one  (and  others  of  this  year) 
with  a  thin  loop  at  the  top  and  a  ball  at  the  bottom,  with 
top  curved.  Others  years  and  denominations  have 
round-top  3,  flat-top  3,  “open”  3,  “close”  3,  etc.,  etc. 
Actually,  about  the  same  thing  could  be  done  with 
other  digits,  2,  4,  and  7  offering  rich  possibilities. 

Reverse:  Broken  T  (CENT)  with  left  arm  mostly 
detached.  While  we’re  at  it,  another  area  for  research 
is  to  investigate  and  compare  the  letter  punches  in 
ONE  CENT  on  various  cent  dies  with  the  letters  in 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA;  interestingly,  all 
of  the  letters  at  the  center  of  the  die  are  repeated  in  the 
border.  Sometimes  (as  here),  the  two  fonts  are  of 
slightly  different  sizes.  Flowever,  it  would  be  interest¬ 
ing  to  learn  the  instances  in  which  the  fonts  are  the 
same,  etc.,  and  in  such  instances,  are  the  defects  or 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  center  letters  repeated  in  the 
border — indicating  that  the  letters  were  all  punched  in 
at  the  same  time;  or  were  the  border  letters  punched  in 
at  a  given  time,  perhaps  using  a  jig  of  some  kind  for 
alignment,  and  then  the  center  letters  punched  in 
earlier  or  later? 

1837  N-7  and  8.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters 
MS-64  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  Nicely  struck  ex¬ 
cept  for  some  usual  stars.  Rich  light  brown  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  blended  nuances  of  original 
mint  red.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  cent. ...  980 

Obverse:  Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  Crack  above  first  S  enters  T  and  goes 
through  rest  of  ATES  OF. 

Once  slabbed  as  NGC  MS-64  BN  ( 574199-004 )  ; 
ticket  not  retained. 

1837  N-10.  Beaded  Hair  Cords,  Head  of  1838 
MS-64  BN.  Actually,  better  described  as 
olivish,  greenish,  and  goldish,  and  with  deeply 
lustrous  fields.  Perhaps  recolored  at  one  time  (are 
we  allowed  to  use  this  word?).  Minutely  matte- 
style  surface  characteristics,  perhaps  light  rust 
on  the  die — in  any  event,  creating  a  pleasant 
texture  from  a  numismatic  viewpoint.  Well 
struck . 675 

Obverse:  1  (1837)  repunched  at  left.  New  style  by 
Christian  Gobrecht  (who  had  been  fooling  around 
with  cent  die  characteristics  ever  since  c.  1835)  with 
beaded  hair  cords,  this  being  the  style  soon  (1838) 
introduced  in  his  Coronet  Head  gold  motif. 

Reverse:  A  particularly  interesting  study.  A  promi 
nent  crack  extends  from  the  border  through  the  first  S 
(STATES),  through  the  wreath  elements,  lower  right 
ribbon  loop,  to  the  border.  Another  crack  enters  the 
top  border,  passes  by  the  right  side  of  A  (STATES), 
enters  and  continues  for  a  time  in  the  wreath,  then 
exits  at  the  first  A  ( AMERICA),  but  with  a  tiny  branch 
crack  extending  to  M.  Within  the  wreath  at  the  left, 
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under  close  examination  a  complete  clash-mark  out¬ 
line  of  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty  can  he  seen.  •  Die  used 
to  coin  1837  N- 10  and  1838  N-5. 

From  Tony  Tenanova. 

1837  N-13.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters 

MS-64  BN.  Gorgeous  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  lustrous,  and  everything  else  nice. 
Strike  mostly  sharp,  save  for  a  few  usual  stars. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 870 

Obverse:  Tiny  stars  distant  from  border.  In  general, 
small  anything  (stars,  as  here;  date  numerals  as  on 
certain  1842  silver  coinage;  letters  as  on  early-date 
Liberty  Seated  halves;  portrait  as  on  the  1795-1797 
half  cents,  etc.)  contributes  greatly  to  the  aesthetic 
appearance  of  a  die.  Of  course,  beauty  is  in  the  eye  of 
the  beholder,  and  not  everyone  might  agree.  •  Die  used 
to  coin  N-13  and  N-16. 

Reverse:  C  (CENT)  slightly  high;  left  arm  connec¬ 
tion  of  T  defective.  Barely  perceptible  crack  connects 
all  letter  tops  from  U  (UNITED)  until  it  passes  over  the 
last  A  (AMERICA)  •  Die  used  to  coin  1837  N-13  and 
N-14. 

From  Tony  Tenanova;  Tom  Reynolds. 

1838  N-l  MS-63  BN  with  tinges  of  red.  In  large 
cent  circles  for  a  few  years  as  “N-3,”  hut  later 
identified  as  N-l.  A  handsome  coin,  more  or 
less  well  struck,  some  stars  being  the  usual  ex¬ 
ceptions.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  popular 
(Wright:  “dirt  common,”  although  we  are  not 
sure  we  will  incorporate  this  term  into  our 
other  sales  presentations!)  1838  variety.  625 

Obverse :  Die  crack  hidden  at  top  of  lowest  curl  of  hair. 

Reverse:  With  defective  connection  to  left  arm  of  T 
(CENT),  a  punch  also  seen  on  other  cent  dies  of  the  era. 

1838  N-l.  (duplicate)  EF-45.  Basic  EF,  noth¬ 
ing  more  and  nothing  less.  Some  old  verdi¬ 
gris  on  reverse.  Quality,  this  is  not  it.  An 
anomalous  piece  that  sneaked  into  the 
Roland  Park  Collection  in  its  early  days  as  a 
filler  N-l  to  he  improved,  as  indeed  it  was 
(per  preceding) .  118 

1838  N-6  MS-62  BN.  Rich  lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  On  the  reverse  some  original  mint  red 
can  he  found  in  the  recesses  of  the  leaves. 
Nice  strike  save  for  some  stars .  585 

Obverse:  Some  interesting  more  or  less  parallel  verti¬ 
cal  lines  can  be  seen  on  the  portrait  below  Miss  Liberty's 
ear,  origin  not  known,  but  perhaps  from  an  engraving  tool 
or  wire  brush  of  some  kind.  Related  parallel  lines  can  be 
seen  in  front  of  and  behind  the  eye. 

Reverse:  Patched  T  (CENT). 

From  Tony  Tenanova;  Tom  Reynolds. 


1839  N-3  Head  of  1838  Cent 


1839  N-3  Head  of  1838  MS-64  BN.  Rich  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  Quite  well  struck  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  few  usual  stars.  A  really  dynamic 
Mint  State  cent  from  a  visual  viewpoint — 

a  real  beauty!  . 2,625 

Obverse  Top  of  9  (1839)  slightly  high  on  the  die; 


light  repunching  at  left.  Stars  2  and  5  repunched, 
perhapsover  too-small  stars,  not  a  common  occurrence 
among  cent  die  of  this  era.  LI  RE  ( LI  BERTY )  somewhat 
irregularly  aligned;  R  repunched. 

Reverse:  Patched  T  (CENT);  line  under  word. 
Small  letters,  giving  a  nice  aesthetic  affect  as  noted 
earlier. 

From  Tony  Tenanova. 


1839  N-4  Silly  Head  Cent 
Incredible  Quality 


1839  N-4  Silly  Head  MS-64  RB.  While  the 
present  coin,  nicely  struck  for  the  most  part 
and  gorgeous  in  every  respect,  is  a  show-stop¬ 
per,  it  is  really  nice  that  many  fine  copper 
cents  can  he  bought  today  in  the  hundreds  of 
dollars,  or  even  less . 3,400 

Obverse:  Dentils  blended  into  a  bevel  in  most 
areas.  Exactly  why  this  head  is  silly  we  know  not,  except 
in  the  cradle  days  of  popular  American  numismatics, 
the  1850s,  it  was  called  that  (ditto  for  booby  head). 

Reverse :  Extra  leaf  vestige  far  above  E  (ONE) ,  called 
a  phantom  by  W right.  Club-shaped  ( heavier  at  right  end ) 
line  under  CENT;  patched  T.  Vertical  raised  lines  (from 
graving  tool  on  die?)  below  wreath.  •  Die  used  to  coin 
183 9  N-l,  N-4,  and  N-9. 

From  Tony  Tenanova. 

1839  N-5  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT 
MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 
Well  struck  in  all  areas.  Tiny  planchet  rift  in 
dentils  just  below  star  2.  Perfect  die.  A  large 
copper  cent  of  compelling  beauty,  a  coin  the 
quality  of  which  would  not  be  easy  to  duplicate. 
A  prize  Booby  coin  (sorry,  we  could  not  help 
ourselves!) . 2,230 

Obverse:  The  digits  8  (1839)  is  of  the  script  style. 
3  with  curl  at  top,  ball  at  bottom;  839  close.  Base  of  T 
(LIBERTY)  embedded  in  hair  curl.  Booby  Head  por¬ 
trait;  right  “comer”  of  neck  truncation  visible  and  hair 
goes  under  it.  Dentils  of  medium  length  and  with 
spaces  between. 

Reverse:  TA  (STATES)  and  TE  widely  separated;  2 
S  low.  AM  (AMERICA)  and  RI  close;  IC  widest  sepa¬ 
ration.  Upper  left  serif  of  T  (CENT)  nearly  discon¬ 
nected.  No  line  under  CENT.  Die  used  for  N-5 , 7,  and  12. 
Die  relapped,  some  berries  appearing  as  “islands.”  •  Die 
used  to  coin  1839  N-5,  N-7,  and  N-8. 

1839  N-5  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-5.  Booby  Head,  no  line  under  CENT. 
(duplicate)  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  1,340 

Reverse:  Advanced  state,  re-relapped  and  now 
with  more  berries  as  “islands”  than  on  an  earl  icr  relapped 
state.  It  is  likely  that  the  Mint  has  some  problems 
combining  moisture,  die  storage,  and  rust,  as  any  num¬ 
ber  of  dies  of  the  late  1830s  show  evidences  of  rust 
ranging  from  matte-like  surfaces  to  pits.  Relapping  was 
an  effective  way  to  regain  the  smooth  surface  of  the 
fields,  perhaps  with  the  aid  of  graving  tools. 

From  Tony  Tenanova. 


1839  N-l  1  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-l  1.  Booby  Head  MS-63  BN.  Medium 
bmwn  with  hints  of  olive  and  iridescence.  Nicely 
struck.  A  very  high  quality  N- 1 1 . 1 ,960 

Obverse.  Light  mounding  of  the  die  in  the  star  area 
and  blending  of  the  dentils,  due  to  die  use. 

Reverse:  Lightly  relapped,  probably  to  rem<  >ve  light 
rust.  A  few  berries  are  "islands '  •  Die  used  r< > ,  <  »m  1839 
N-6  and  N-l  1 . 

From  Tony  Tenant  >s>a,  earlier  in  NUC  bolder  as  MS- 
64  ( 1270891-002),  tag  with  coin. 

1839  N-l 2  Booby  Head  Cent 
1839  N-l 2.  Booby  Head  EF-40,  porosity.  Dark 
surfaces.  Wright:  “Quite  scarce,”  but  popular¬ 
ity  enhanced  by  a  feud  alluded  to  by  Wright 
(have  the  numismatic  Hatfields  and  McCoys 
settled  by  now?) .  1,100 

Obverse:  Lite  die  state  with  bisecting  crack  from 
star,  downward  across  effigy  to  exit  past  star  1 2.  ( 'ud  on 
rim  past  star  4. 

Reverse:  Die  used  to  coin  1839N-5,N-7,andN-12. 

From  Tony  Tenanova;  Joe  Dooley  Sale  by  McCawley 
and  Grellman,  January  1 1 ,  1997,  Lot  438 

1839  N-13  Booby  Head  Cent 

1839  N-13.  Booby  Head  MS-62.  Glossy,  sat¬ 

iny  surfaces  on  both  sides.  Light  brown  with 
nuances  of  olive.  Well  struck.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,250 

Obverse:  A  virtually  ideal  Booby  Head  representa¬ 
tion,  exceedingly  sharp  in  its  details.  Miss  Liberty  is 
ready  to  plant  a  kiss:  “The  mouth  is  puckered”  (cf.  John 
D.  Wright). 

Reverse:  Crack  through  UNITED  STAT.  •  Die 
used  to  coin  1 839  N-13  and  N-l 5. 

From  Tony  Tenanova;  Stack’s  65th  Anniversary 
Sale,  October  2000,  Lot  86. 

1840  N-6.  Large  Date  AU-50,  lustrous 

brown . 225 

Obverse:  Die  as  preceding.  Earlier  state.  Lintmark 
at  star  8  prompts  us  to  deduct  5  points  from  the  grade 
(if,  as  Dr.  Sheldon  said,  ownership  is  worth  5  points,  it 
will  bounce  up  to  AU-55  when  you  buy  it!). 

Reverse:  Some  light  rust. 

From  Chris  Victor-McCawley;  Stack's  U.S  Cold. 
Silver  &  Copper  Coins  Sale,  October  1 988,  Lit  5 07 


Karl  Moulton 
Writes 

To  rhe  other  accolades  you 
have  received  I  add  my  congratu¬ 
lations  to  all  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  for  reaching  is¬ 
sue  No.  1 50  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  .  This  is  a  remarkable  feat, 
and  I  can  only  imagine  all  of  the 
fun  that  you,  Dave,  have  had  and 
others  have  had  too. 

Please  keep  up  the  remarkable 
efforts.  All  of  us  in  numismatics 
benefit  beyond  measure! 
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IS41  N-4  MS-60  BN.  Sharp  and  attractive. 
Scratch  at  star  1 1  is  blended  with  the  surface; 
otherwise  tor  us  this  would  be  an  MS-63.  755 

Obverse.  Compact  four-digit  logotype.  Crack  from 
border,  clockwise  through  stars  6-8,  exiting  opposite 
star  7. 

Reverse  Crack  from  border  below  lowest  left  ribbon, 
through  UNITED,  exiting  above  first  S  (STATES). 
Some  light  rust  here  and  there,  and  a  few  raised  lines 
(from  graving  tool  or  wire  brush?)  at  center,  reflective  of 
a  continuing  problem  at  the  Mint  in  this  era. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  from  Bowers  and 
Xierena  in  1 9 83 ;  McCau  ley  -  Grellman  sale ,  January  5 , 
1991 ,  Lot  181 ;  Walter  Dudgeon  Sale ,  McCauley  - 
Grellman,  July  30,  1994,  Lot  199. 

1841  N-6  EF-40.  Medium  lustrous  brown. 

Typical  strike  for  N-6 .  235 

Perfect  dies. 

From  Chns  Victor -McCawley . 

1842  N-2  Small  Date  Cent 
Nearly  Full  Mint  Red 

1842  N-2.  Small  Date  MS-65  RB,  mostly  red. 

Warm  original  mint  red-orange  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  naturally  fade  to  brown.  Rather  star - 
tlirtg  in  its  appearance,  as  normally  one  does 
not  encounter  any  1842  cent  variety  with  so 
much  original  color!  Nicely  struck  save  for 
a  few  usual  stars.  We’re  not  sure  whether 
this  little  gem  has  been  in  an  auction  sale 
before.  Perhaps  conservatively  graded  (see 
pedigree) .  1,200 

Obverse:  Repunchings  below  184  of  date.  Perfect 
die,  •  John  R.  Grellman,  Jr.,  The  Die  Varieties  of  United 
States  Large  Cents  1840-1857 ,  devotes  much  text  to 
this  die — and  to  others — masterfully  delineated.  Re¬ 
grettably,  present  space  does  not  permit  detailed  quo¬ 
tations  for  certain  varieties,  but  this  rich  lode  of  infor¬ 
mation  is  highly  recommended. 

Reverse:  Perfect  die. 

From  the  Superior  inventory,  unknown  date,  code 
19950-6,  as  MS-67,  which  it  may  be;  gosh,  if  it  is  (and 
grading  is  hardly  a  science),  and  if  possession  adds  five 
points,  then  this  is  an  MS-72  (better  stop  here!). 

1842  N-4.  Large  Date  MS-60  BN.  Splendid, 
superb,  smooth,  satiny,  sharply  struck,  su¬ 
premely  satisfying  surfaces . 640 

Obverse:  “Large”  four-digit  logotype.  Perfect  die. 

Reverse:  Perfect  die. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom  Reynolds. 

1842  N-7.  Large  Date  MS-63  BN.  From  the 
B&.M  Geneva  Sale,  July  2001 ,  there  as  Lot  90: 
“1842  N-7.  Rarity-3+.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC).  Deep  olive-brown  with  minute  traces 
of  orange  lustre.  Very  pleasing  surfaces  for  the 
grade.  Bluntly  detailed  on  the  highest  design 
points  of  the  obverse  with  some  weakness  also 
noted  on  the  reverse.  This  example  just  misses 
the  low  end  of  the  Condition  Census.” ...  468 

Perfect  dies. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  90,  with 
NGC  tag. 

1842  N-8.  Large  Date  MS-65  BN.  A  lovely, 
indeed  memorable  cent,  ex  Terranova  and 
the  Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  91:  “1842  N- 
8.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Dark  ol¬ 
ive  and  steel  brown  with  traces  of  orange 
lustre  in  the  protected  areas  around  devices. 
Close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  this  vari¬ 


ety.  Late  die  state  with  all  die  lines  removed 
through  lapping.  A  wavy  line  in  front  of  the 
eyeball  and  a  tiny  lump  on  the  cheek  are  the 
only  visible  attribution  points.” . 980 

From  Tony  Terranova,  Geneva  Sale,  Lot  91 ,  with 
NGC  tag. 

1843  N-2.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42  AU-55. 
Light  lustrous  brown.  Lightly  struck  in  ar¬ 
eas . 245 

Perfect  dies. 

From  Chns  Victor-McCawley . 

1843  N-3.  Ob  verse  and  Reverse  of  ’42  MS-62 
BN.  Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces.  Stars 
light  for  the  most  part,  typical  for  N-27. 
Very  pleasing  overall.  One  can  make  a 
mini-career  or  numismatic  specialty  just 
collecting  the  varieties  of  1843!  The 
Newcomb  book  lists  them  in  somewhat  mis¬ 
cellaneous  order,  contributing  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge . 845 

Lapped  dies. 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-6.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’44  MS-63 

BN.  Sharp  strike.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
the  final  design  and  positional  style  in  the 
copper  cent  series,  a  motif  continued 
through  to  1857  (plus  the  1868  numismatic 
delicacy) . 960 

Perfect  dies.  Lightly  rusted  on  both  sides,  giving  a 
matte  effect  (actually  enhancing  the  artistry). 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Tom  Reynolds. 

1843  N-l 2.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42  MS- 
64  RB.  A  lovely  coin  with  an  exceptionally 
well  blended  mixture  of  original  mint  red 
and  natural  brown.  Some  marks  on  the 
cheek  take  from  any  higher  grade  that  could 
be  assigned,  and  two  planchet  flakes  (grad¬ 
ing  impact  generally  ignored)  are  in  the  left 
obverse  field.  Otherwise,  this  would  be  a 
gem  of  gems.  Sharply  struck  and  of  com¬ 
manding  beauty .  1,625 

Perfect  dies. 

From  Tony  Terranova;  earlier  from  March  28-28, 
1969,  Lester  Merkin,  Public  Auction  Sale,  Lot  683  to 
Bidder  1 62;  Superior’s  sale  of  the  RobinsonS.  Brown,  Jr. , 
Collection,  September  20  and  October  1 ,  1 983 ,  Lot  969; 
Walter  Dudgeon  Sale,  M cCawley  -  Grellman,  July  30, 
1994,  Lot219.J.  Grellman:  “3  known  of  State  b,  63-45- 
40.” 

1843  N-l 3  Obverse  of  ’42,  Reverse  of  ’44 
MS-63  BN.  Medium  to  dark  brown  with 
olive  hues.  Very  lustrous.  In  the  1950s, 
when  collecting  by  Newcomb  varieties  was 
not  as  popular  as  it  is  today  (and  not  even 
close!),  the  style  offered  here  was  in  great 
demand  as  the  most  elusive  of  the  three 
“Guide  Book  varieties.”  Many  if  not  most 
dealers  at  coin  shows  simply  listed  and  of¬ 
fered  a  cent  as  “1843,”  and  it  was  fun  to 
cherrypick  for  examples  of  this  particular 
style.  Later,  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  was  formed,  and  the  large  cent  land¬ 
scape  changed  forever . 985 

Obverse:  Portrait  of  Liberty  seems  tilted  for¬ 
ward.  8  (1843)  directly  under  lowest  point  of  bust; 
curl  tip  above  and  slightly  left  of  center  of  the 
upright  of  4  Lightness  of  strike  at  center.  Late  state 


of  the  die  wirh  granular  surface  and  some  erosion, 
hut  no  cracks. 

Reverse:  Some  light  granularity  from  die  use,  hut 

no  cracks. 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

1843  N-l 5.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’42  MS- 
60  BN.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck . 785 

Perfect  dies. 

From  T ony  T erranova .  Accompanied  by  PCG  S  ticket 
1844  62/4076794,  MS-62. 

1843  N-16 

Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’44  Cent 

1843  N-16.  Obverse  and  Reverse  of  ’44  MS- 
63  BN.  Beautiful  medium  brown  and  olive 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  at  the  center  of  the 
obverse,  stars  light  at  centers  (as  expected). 
Reverse  sharp.  Broad,  beveled  and  somewhat 
granular  features  beyond  dentils  to  rim,  giv¬ 
ing  a  “wide  frame”  appearance  to  the  obverse 
in  particular.  A  splendid  example  of  this 
popular  style,  the  entry  coin  to  the  basic  con¬ 
figuration  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  vis-a- 
vis  the  date  position  as  carried  onward  to 

1857 .  1,680 

Obverse:  Style  used  1843-1857  with  head  of  Miss 
Liberty  in  a  more  upright  position  in  relation  to  the 
date  logotype,  not  canted  forward. 

Reverse:  Style  with  large  letters  as  used  through 
1857.  Some  tiny  raised  die  finish  lines  near  the  de¬ 
nomination,  and  others  are  seen  at  the  dentils  above 
ERI  (AMERICA). 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

1845  N-5  AU-55.  Light  lustrous  brown .  265 

Perfect  dies. 

From  Chris  Victor-McCawley . 

1845  N-5.  (duplicate)  EF-40.  Medium  brown. 
A  coin  such  as  this  reminds  us  how  stimulat¬ 
ing  and  challenging  it  is  to  put  together  a 
“Guide  Book  set”  of  Braided  Hair  cents  1839- 
1857  in  nice  EF  grade.  While  the  prices  are 
for  the  most  part  low,  many  of  the  coins  are 
elusive .  120 

Perfect  dies. 

1845  N-8  Cent 

1845  N-8  MS-64  RB,  prooflike.  Well  struck 

and  with  lovely  surfaces.  About  as  close  as  a 
coin  can  come  to  Proof  without  actually  be¬ 
ing  one!  A  prize  coin .  1,980 

From  the  R  E.  Naftzger  Collection .  The  pedigree  also 
includes  Ben  Levin;  Denis  W.  Lor  mg;  Herman  Halpem 
Collection,  Stack’s,  March  1988,  Lot  571. 

1846  N-l .  Small  Date  MS-64  BN.  Rich  leather 
brown  color  on  obverse,  lustrous  brown 
mingled  with  traces  of  original  mint  red  on  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck.  A  beautiful  coin!  .  485 

Obverse:  18  double  punched  at  bases.  Delicate, 
complex  crack,  with  diversions  and  branches,  encircles 
the  obverse  including  the  stars  and  dare. 

Reverse:  Many  cracks,  some  connected  and  i  thers 
not,  from  rim  and  through  letters  from  about  9  o’clock 
clockwise  to  the  second  A  (AMERICA). 

From  Tony  Terranova. 

1846  N-6.  Small  Date  ALJ-58.  Light  lustrous 
brown.  Average  strike  from  well-used  pair  of 


Obverse  6  dramatically  double  punched  at  base 
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T he  Roland  Park  Collection  of  u.s.  Copper  Cents 


1847  N-2.  Regular  7  over  small  7  AU-55.  Well 
struck  and  with  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces. 
An  especially  choice  example  of  this,  one  of  the 

most  fascinating  varieties  of  the  era .  990 

Obverse:  A  small  four-digit  1847  logotype  was  first 
impressed  into  the  die,  the  error  was  recognized,  and  it 
was  deeply  overpunched  with  a  much  larger  digit. 
Remaining  clearly  visible  is  the  top  of  a  tiny,  ornate  7 
peeking  above  the  top  of  the  final  regular  7.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  top  of  the  too-small  4  can  he  seen  above  the 
upright  of  the  final  4.  In  addition,  hut  not  as  memorable, 
there  seems  to  he  another  stray  impression  of  a  too- 
small  1,  parts  of  which  can  he  seen  at  the  final  1 . 

1847  N-14  MS-64  BN.  From  the  Be  iwers  and 
Merena  Geneva  Sale,  there  as  Lot  102:  “1847 
N-14.  Rarity-4+.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  de¬ 
lightful  example  with  smooth  medium  brown 
surfaces  and  traces  of  orange  lustre  around 
the  devices.  This  is  a  scarce  variety  with  the 
presently  offered  example  very  near  the  Con¬ 
dition  Census.  A  later  die  state  with  minor 

reverse  cracks.” . 595 

From  Tony  Terranova;  Geneva  Sale  as  cited;  with 
NGC  ticket. 

1847  N-24  EF-45.  Above  average  strike  with 

most  (but  not  all)  stars  sharp.  Pleasing  me¬ 
dium  brown  color.  A  quality  example  of  N- 
24,  selected  with  care  (as  were  the  other 
items  offered  Here) .  160 

Obverse:  Date  1847  high;  crack  from  4  to  dentil. 
Assorted  other  die  cracks  and  peculiarities,  especially 
at  stars  3  and  1 3,  are  visible  under  magnification.  In  the 
right  field  close  to  the  portrait  are  many  raised  parallel 
die  preparation  lines. 

1848  N-17  AU-50.  Medium  lustrous  brown. 

Well  struck.  A  splendid  possibility  for  the  va¬ 
riety  or  date . 220 

Perfect  dies. 

1850  N-19  MS-62  BN.  Rich,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces,  very  well  struck,  all  in  all,  “as  you 
like  it.”  Not  a  rare  variety,  but  certainly  a 
lovely  specimen!  .  225 

From  an  old-time  New  England  collection  where  it 
reposed  for  many  years . 


185  1/81  N-3  Over  Inverted  Date 


1851/81  N-3  MS-65  BN.  A  lovely  coin  with 
almost,  but  not  quite,  a  needle  sharp  strike. 
One  of  the  nicest  w'e’ve  ever  encountered  of 
this  fascinating  die  blunder!  Rich  lustrous 
brown  surfaces .  1,275 

Obverse:  The  engraver  at  the  Mint  first  punched 
the  four-digit  1851  logotype  in  the  die  upside  down, 
then  recognized  his  gaffe,  filed  down  the  field  area  in 
which  the  blunder  occurred  (on  this  elegant  speci¬ 
men  of  N-3  the  file  marks,  incuse  in  the  die  but  of 
course  raised  on  the  coin,  are  very  prominent  and  very 
interesting  to  observe),  then  repunched  the  date 
correctly.  On  this  variety,  the  inverted  base  of  the 
first  1  can  be  seen  (plus  a  tiny  “tip”  above  it,  which  we 
cannot  immediately  explain)  and  much  of  the  in¬ 
verted  8. 

From  Tony  Terranova,  another  nice  source! 

1855  N-l  Upright  5’s  MS-64  BN.  Rich 
leather-brown,  lustrous  surfaces  with  a  gen¬ 
erous  measure  of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  A 
few  hints  of  original  mint  orange  can  be  dis¬ 
cerned  here  and  there.  Sharp  portrait  and 
central  obverse  details,  typical  lightness  on 
stars,  sharp  reverse.  Excellent  planchet  qual¬ 
ity .  585 

1855  N-9  Knob  on  Ear  EF-40.  Medium  choco¬ 
late  brown  surfaces.  The  knob,  which  is  really 
a  piece  out  of  the  die,  is  especially  bold  and 
prominent.  Striking  is  decent,  though  not 
needle  sharp  (typical  of  N-9) .  135 

Obverse:  Everlastingly  popular  and  in  demand  due  to 
its  listing  in  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins.  Tie  variety  was 
caused  by  a  broken  die,  as  noted,  not  by  an  engraving 
error.  A  number  of  other  die  breaks,  cracks,  and  even  die 


weakness  have  ci  ime  1<  >  p>  >pular  notice  din  High  the  C  iujuL 
Book,  a  sample  including  the  1922  “Plain" cent,  the  1  HOC 
"LIKERTY"  halt  dime,  and  the  1800“AMERICAI”  silver 
dollar,  among  others  •  jahrt  R  Grellman,  Jr  Dw  ' 
Varieties  of  United  States  lunge  (  lents  /K40-/N57.  p  3, SO, 
delineates  six  known  die  stales  and  mentions  a  possible 
seventh. 

1856  N-19.  Slanting  5  MS-62  BN  with  tinges 

of  red.  Needle  sharp  details  on  portrait,  some 
lightness  on  left  side  stars,  sharp  right-side 
stars,  this  being  par  for  Newcomb- 19.  A  pris¬ 
tine  cent,  never  dipped,  recolored,  or  any 
other  such  things,  and  today  a  delight  to  view. 
Splashes  of  original  mint  orange  are  seen  here 
and  there,  more  so  on  the  reverse  than  the  ob¬ 
verse . 985 

Obv  erse:  Four-digit  date  logotype  with  slanting  or 
italic  5,  this  in  addition  to  others  of  the  year  with 
upright  5,  a  pair  of  variations  that  has  an  equivalent  in 
the  gold  dollar  series  (although  from  much  smaller 
logotype  punches). 

1857  N-l  Large  Date  EF-40.  A  sharply 

struck  specimen,  well  defined  and  hand¬ 
some  in  all  respects.  Four-digit  date  logo¬ 
type  in  large  numerals  effectively 
denominating  the  space  between  the  den¬ 
tils  and  the  neck  truncation .  145 

Large  copper  cents  were  struck  only  in  January  of  this 
year.  Tie  mintage  of  only  331,456  coins  was  by  far  the 
smallest  of  any  Braided  Hair  copper  cent  1839  onward,  all 
of  the  others  crossing  the  million  mark.  However,  it  is 
highly  unlikely  that  many  1857  cents  were  ever  placed  into 
general  circulation,  as  although  such  copper  coins  were 
seen  in  commerce  until  about  1 860,  very  few  W  ire  the  dare 
1857.  However,  there  was  a  popular  demand  for  them,  and 
it  is  probable  that  thousands  went  to  aficionados  of  the  era, 
quantity  of  coins  unknown,  but  estimated  at  no  more  than 
10%  of  the  mintage. 

1857  N-2  Small  Date  AU-55.  Especially  rich, 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Sharp  at  the  centers, 
some  lightness  of  striking  on  the  stars  as  typi¬ 
cal.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  Small 
Date  variety,  exhibiting  a  four-digit  logotype 
that  seems  to  fit  more  comfortably  on  the  die 
than  the  Large  Date .  185 


Same  place,  Same  View, 

DIFFERENT  TIME 

Some  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  scenes 
from  days  gone  by! 


Above:  View  frtrm  our  office  taken  circa  1 906  showing  Wolfeboro  Bay 
on  Lake  Winnipesaukee  and  a  steamer  leaving  the  town  docks. 


Right:  Wolfeboro  Bay  looking  from  the  lake  toward  the  shore,  circa 
1 880.  Then  as  now,  our  traditional  old-style  New  England  town, 
located  two  hours  north  of  Boston,  has  been  a  magnet  for  visitors. 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  &  That 


INTERESTING  LIST:  At  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Literary  Guild  function  re¬ 
cently,  Ed  Reiter  paid  tribute  to  Krause 
Publications,  but  along  the  way  could 
not  resist  naming  some  of  the  curious 
titles  of  publications  that  this  publish¬ 
ing  giant  has  issued  over  the  years: 
Grouse  and  Woodcock,  How  to  be  a  Jew - 
elry  Detective,  The  Ultimate  Rubber 
Stamping  Technique  Book,  Slipcover 
Magic,  Oh  Deer!  The  Venison  Cookbook 
for  Beginners,  Lingerie  Secrets,  Old  Car 
Wrecks,  Terrific  Tassels  and  Fabulous 
Fringe,  Thrown  Pottery  Techniques  Re¬ 
vealed,  Essentially  Soap,  Vintage  Clothing, 
Living  With  Wildlife,  Knitting  in 
the  Fast  Lane,  Ultimate  Car 
Spotter’s  Guide,  Spring  Gobbler 
Fever,  Woman’s  Guide  to  Hunt - 
ing,  Life  is  not  a  Dress  Size; 

Predator  Calling,  How  to  Dress 
a  Naked  Window,  Chinese 
Cash,  Collecting  Dinky  Toys, 
and  Joe  Bucher’s  Crankbait  Se¬ 
crets.  (From  the  NLG  Newslet¬ 
ter,  Autumn  2002). 

•  •  • 

COMING  ATTRAC¬ 
TION:  If  you’re  planning  to 
head  to  Orlando  in  January  to  catch  our 
Rarities  Sale  and  to  visit  us  and  other 
dealers  at  the  FUN  Show,  here  is  a  free¬ 
bie  “treat”  for  you:  At  the  Rosen  Centre 
hotel,  off  the  left  end  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Center,  a  brisk  walk  of,  say,  five 
minutes,  there  will  be  a  grand  postcard 
show  on  Saturday,  January  4,  from  10  to 
6  and  Sunday,  January  5,  from  10  to  4- 
We  like  postcards,  and  this  is  a  nice 
show.  The  promoter,  Gene  Semel,  is  a 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  fan,  and 
makes  this  offer:  If  you  are  coming  to 
rhe  Rarities  Sale  and  come  a  day  or  so 
early,  just  mention  “I  am  a  friend  of 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries”  at  the 
postcard  show,  and  you’ll  get  in  free  (no 
$5  ticket  needed!). 

•  •  • 

SLEEP  PATTERN  ALTERED: 

“After  spending  a  long  day  at  the  office 
I  resolved  to  go  to  bed  early,  and  I  did. 
Then  at  eight  my  wife  brought  in  your 
new  book,  More  Adventures  With  Rare 
Coins.  I  started  on  it  at  the  beginning, 
and  at  five  in  the  morning  I  finally 
turned  out  the  light.  Then  I  slept  to 
noon  the  next  day,  and  my  wife  called 
the  office  saying  I  would  not  be  in  un¬ 
til  after  lunch.  Thanks  a  lot!  And,  re¬ 


ally,  thanks  a  lot.  It  is  a  great  book.” 
This  from  L.M.  of  North  Hollywood, 
California. 

•  •  • 

IF  THIS  WERE  ANY  OTHER 
COUNTRY,  years  ago  IBM  would 
have  been  earning  kudos  from  the  gov¬ 
ernment  for  their  leading  edge  technol¬ 
ogy.  Instead,  Uncle  Sam  wasted  untold 
millions  of  dollars  in  a  stupid  and  even¬ 
tually  thrown-out  lawsuit  against  IBM’s 
alleged  monopoly.  Bill  Gates  has  been 
humiliated  by  being  called  in  front  of 
Congress,  called  all  sorts  of  nasty 


names,  etc.  If  he  lived  in  Japan  or  En¬ 
gland  or  Germany  or  just  about  any¬ 
where  else,  he  would  be  called  a  na¬ 
tional  hero.  Probably,  if  Thomas  Edison 
lived  today,  Uncle  Sam  would  file  suit 
against  him  and  haul  him  down  to 
Washington. 

•  •  • 

LOTS  OF  NICE  COMMENTS 

coming  in  about  George  Fuld’s  dandy 
article  on  early  Washington  medals  in 
our  recent  Rare  Coin  Review.  Increas¬ 
ingly,  modern  day  numismatists  are  tak¬ 
ing  a  second  look  at  some  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  series  that  were  popular  with  col¬ 
lectors  1 50  years  ago. 

•  •  • 

AMERICA’S  HEROES  are 

largely  confined  to  people  in¬ 
volved  in  war.  Indeed,  a  history 
of  the  United  States  is  largely  a 
run  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
War  of  1812  to  the  Civil  War 
to  the  Spanish  American  War 
to  World  War  I  to  World  War  II 
to  Korea  to  Vietnam  and  to  the 
Gulf  War.  Very  little  ink  is 
spent  in  history  books  on 
people  involved  with  literature, 
the  arts,  religion,  humanitarian  pursuits, 
or  even  in  commerce.  Probably  more 
people  can  identify  George  Patton  than 
Jacob  Riis,  more  can  identify  George 
McClellan  than  can  identify  Cyrus 
McCormick. 

•  •  • 

THE  ECONOMIST  is  the  best 
magazine  in  the  world,  a  letter- writer  to 
Coin  World  recently  stated.  While  we 
think  there  are  a  lot  of  great  ones,  cer¬ 
tainly  The  Economist  is  high  on  the  list. 
We  gave  Jim  Ruddy,  our  former  business 
partner,  a  gift  subscription  1  5  years  ago, 
and  now  he  says,  “It  is  the  only  maga- 
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zine  I  regularly  and  thoroughly  read 
each  week.” 

•  •  • 

IT  BOGGLES  THE  MIND  to 

think  of  the  benefits  to  America  if  sev¬ 
eral  things  would  happen:  1 .  A  simple 
tax  structure,  perhaps  a  single  “flat  tax,” 
such  as  Steve  Forbes  proposed  years  ago, 
rather  than  thousands  of  rules,  taxing 
districts,  special  exceptions,  etc.  2.  The 
decriminalization  of  recreational  drugs, 
realizing  that  the  present  regulation  is 
stuffing  our  jails  to  overflowing,  wreck¬ 
ing  lives  and  families,  and  costing  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars.  Spend  some  of  the  same 
money  on  education  and  treatment, 
and  bank  the  rest — and  everyone  will 
benefit.  3.  If  politicians  advocating  all- 
out  war  would  close  their  eyes  and  pre¬ 
tend  that  they  were  schoolchildren  in  a 
target  city,  and  consider  how  they 
would  feel,  then  act  accordingly.  An¬ 
other  very  useful  thing  to  do  for  a  reality 
check  is  to  visit  an  “enemy  country” 
and  spend  a  week  or  two  or  three  min¬ 
gling  with  everyday  citizens. 

•  •  • 

NICE  BACKLOG:  We 
don’t  think  we  will  ever  run 
out  of  items  for  our  “Questions 
and  Answers”  column,  for 
without  receiving  a  single  new 
item,  we  could  go  on  for  at 
least  a  year!  Some  time  ago 
when  we  were  visiting  Richard 
Snow,  editor  of  American  Heri¬ 
tage,  he  showed  us  a  cabinet 
full  of  articles  awaiting  print. 

“They  just  get  older  and  more  historical 

in  the  meantime,”  he  said! 

•  •  • 

NORWAY  is  the  best  country  to  live 
in  if  a  combination  of  economic  well¬ 
being  and  economic  security  is  desired, 
according  to  an  article  by  Rodger  Doyle 
in  Scientific  American.  Next  comes 
Canada,  of  the  four  countries  studied, 
and  third  comes  the  good  old  U.S.A., 

with  the  United  Kingdom  trailing. 

•  •  • 

WHETHER  WE  WILL  EVER 

write  a  sequel  to  our  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards  hook  is  an  open 
question,  hut  we  do  appreciate  the  sev¬ 


eral  clippings  we  receive  each  month  on 
the  subject — groups  of  interesting  coins 
found  here  and  there,  emerging  to  de¬ 
light  and  sometimes  enrich  the  discov¬ 
erers.  We  keep  them  in  a  “Treasures  II” 
file. 


•  •  • 


POLITICAL  TERMS:  “Your  No¬ 
vember  sale  will  be  a  barnburner,” 
noted  J.K.  after  learning  about  some  of 
the  items  it  contains.  This  reminded  us 
of  such  names  given  years  ago  to  politi¬ 
cal  factions,  including  Barnburners, 
Know  Nothings,  Wideawakes,  and  Free 
Soilers.  •  A  couple  years  ago  we  put 
“Free  Soil  Party”  as  an  inquiry  on 
Amazon.com,  and  their  automatic 
something  or  other  popped  up  and  said, 
“Let  us  help  you  plan  your  next  free  soil 
party”! 

•  •  • 

BILL  CLINTON,  upon  receiving  a 
copy  of  A  California  Gold  Rush  History, 
by  Dave  Bowers:  “What  an  impressive 
book!” 


•  #  • 


THE  RIVER  MUST  BE  RISING: 

“Saints  March  To  Higher  Ground,”  this 
per  a  recent  headline  in  Certified  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter.  The  thrust  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle  was  that  $20  gold  coins  designed 
by  Augustus-Saint  Gaudens  were  expe¬ 
riencing  a  price  increase. 


Heaven  knows  where  it  was  in  between. 
You  can  guess  where  it  is  now." 

•  •  • 

CANT  WIN  THEM  ALL:  Re¬ 
cently  when  we  suggested  that  while 
Reader’s  Digest  once  stood  as  the 
epitome  of  magazine  publishing  success, 
their  misleading  sweepstake  offers  were 
a  blemish  on  their  escutcheon,  reader 
H.B.  wrote:  “Restrict  yourself  to  selling 
nickels  and  dimes!  Your  editorial  opin¬ 
ion  of  Reader’s  Digest  insults  their  sub¬ 
scribers.  Tike  my  name  from  your  mail¬ 
ing  list.” 

•  •  • 

CLEVER  IDEA:  The  Carroll 

County  Health  and  Home  Care  services 
has  a  capital  campaign  and  recognizes 
donors  with  various  levels,  including 
naming  a  wing  if  one  gives  $50,000,  a 
conference  room  for  $25,000,  a  door  for 
$500,  etc.  (nothing  was  said  about  bath¬ 
room  fixtures).  In  particular  we  like  the 
idea  that  for  a  $100  donor  a  wall  mural 
depicting  trees  will  have  each  donor’s 
name  lettered  inside  one  of  the 
leaves.  One  might  think  this 
would  be  a  fun  mural  to  in¬ 
spect. 

•  •  • 

DANGEROUS  CRIME: 

In  1818  there  were  130  people 
executed  in  Britain  for  counter¬ 
feiting  notes  on  the  Bank  of 
England  alone.  (Historical  ac¬ 
count  in  Portsmouth  Journal, 

December  8,  1860). 

•  •  • 

NICE  SWITCHEROO!  Bill  and 
Debbie  O’Rourke  noted  that  in  a  roll  of 
quarters  they  found  two  1 864  two-cent 
pieces!  Presumably,  some 

numismatically  naive  person  thought 
they  were  fooling  a  hank  by  putting 
these  quarter-size  copper  coins  amid  25- 


cent  coins 


•  •  • 


FOOTNOTE:  J.A.,  upon  receiving 
a  copy  of  More  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  commented:  “One  correction  to 
Adventure  #24.  There  is  a  third  de 
Fleury  medal  in  silver.  It  comes  from  the 
Bush ne  11  Sale  (Lot  1608)  and  later  ap¬ 
peared  in  Sotheby’s  of  December  1993. 


IT  HAD  TO  HAPPEN:  “Paint-by¬ 
numbers  collection  fetches  $5,000,” 
noted  a  headline  for  a  article  on  the 
front  page  of  Antique  Trader.  We  sup¬ 
pose  that  everyone  had  the  hope  that 
their  “fine  art"  would  someday  become 
valuable,  and  for  one  person  it  did. 
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Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation 
tor  basic  American  com  collecting  for  a  long 
time.  While  many  numismatists  begin  their 
interest  with  such  pieces,  often  advanced 
collectors  will  return  to  savor  the  enjoyment 
that  choice  and  rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particularly  the 
bronze  issues  (but  not  so  much  the  copper- 
nickel  pieces),  takes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as 
surfaces  are  so  important.  Certified  coins  are 
sometimes  nice  and  sometimes  not,  as  you 
know  if  you  are  already  an  established 
collector. 

Quality  is  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is 
important  to  you,  we  believe  you  will  be 
delighted. 


Small  cent  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Lots  of  information  about  Flying 
Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents  awaits  you — with  in¬ 
formation  on  just  about  everything  else,  per  the 
title. 754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All 
U.S.  coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  I,  1856-1858.  Second  edition.  By 
Richard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  to  the  series,  covering  varieties  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  pattern  Indian  cents  dated  1856  through  1858.  If 
you  like  technicalities,  this  one’s  for  you!  128  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-501.  List 
$24.50,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  6,  1900-09.  Second  edition.  By  Ri¬ 
chard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  covering  Indian  cent  varieties  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury,  the  common  dates  that  are  easy  enough  to  find. 
But,  can  you  find  a  rare  or  unusual  variety?  Perhaps 
with  this  book  you  can!  100  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-506.  List  $18,  before  your 
discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  By  David 
Lange.  Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series. 
Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  information  for 
two  books.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Standard  Quide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent.  By  Dr. 
Sol  Taylor.  This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA- 
404  List  $24  95,  before  your  discount. 

The  C herrypicker's  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Variet¬ 
ies.  I  irurth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the 
Cherryptcker' s  (iuide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of 
varieties  that  can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conven¬ 
tions,  in  collections,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change! 


The  fourth  edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple 
volumes  covering  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-950.  List  $34.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Flying  eagle  Cents 

Welcome  to  a  great  selection  of  Flying 
Eagle  cents — starting  with  the  rare  and  always 
desirable  1856.  Enjoy! 

Choice  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Rich  olive-brown  with  tinges  of 
light  tan  lustre.  A  few  tiny  specks  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  grade.  The  reverse  is  slightly 
lighter  than  the  obverse.  Above  ST  of 
STATES,  and  at  the  corresponding  point  of 
the  reverse,  appears  to  be  a  minor  clipped 
planchet,  of  no  import  to  PCGS  and  men¬ 
tioned  here  as  a  technicality.  This  Snow-9 
variety  was  only  produced  in  Proof  format, 
although  typical  with  subdued  surfaces,  not 

deeply  reflective .  12,850 

Harper's  Weekly  reviews  the  1856  cent:  In  its 
issue  of  February  7,  1857,  the  newspaper  inserted  an 
illustration  of  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and  fur¬ 
nished  this  commentary,  in  part: 

“You  see  for  yourselves  the  patriotic  design — the 
wreath  entwined  with  the  vine  and  Indian  corn  on 
the  one  side,  and  that  everlasting  American  eagle, 
‘spreading  its  wings  and  soaring  aloft,’  on  the  other. 
The  bird,  by-the-by,  has  rather  an  anserine  than  an 
aquiline  look,  and  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  once  was 
set  loose  upon  golden  wings  in  a  previous  issue  of  half 
eagles,  but  having  been  again  caged,  in  consequence 
of  its  barn-yard  fowl  appearance,  is  now  to  be  turned 
adrift  for  a  humbler  flight....” 

The  account  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  old 
phrase,  “Not  worth  a  red  cent,”  would  be  of  no  use 
now  that  copper  cents  were  to  be  replaced,  “for  the 
new  cent  is  not  red,  being  of  a  gray,  silvery  aspect.” 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 

trous  tan  and  splashes  of  gold  toning,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  reverse . 639 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  EF-40.  Pleasing  light  brown 
surfaces .  119 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Small  Letters  Obverse 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharply 
struck  gem  with  satiny  lustre  and  attractive 
golden  surfaces.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for 
the  connoisseur . *3,350 

Choice  Mint  State  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Large  Letters  Obverse 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  exceptional  light  tan  lustre.  Ob¬ 
verse  lettering  and  date  exhibit  slight  ma¬ 
chine  doubling .  1,895 

Pattern  Indian  Cents 

1858  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  Pollock-259, 
Judd-208.  Rarity-4-  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  light  tan  surfaces.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  Indian  Head  design  issued  in 
1859,  this  with  1858  date  below.  Reverse 
standard  for  1859  issue . 950 

1858  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  Pollock-262, 
Judd-211.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  reflective  tan  surfaces  with  few  trivial 
spots.  Obverse  with  Indian  Head  design,  date 

1 858  below.  Reverse  with  oak  wreath  and  no 

shield .  1,395 

1859  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  P-270,  J-226. 

Rarity-7.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
tan  surfaces  with  slightly  reflective  fields.  Stan¬ 
dard  1859  Indian  Head  obverse.  Reverse  with 
oak  wreath  and  no  shield . 1 ,395 

1859  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  P-271,  J-227. 
Rarity-6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  tan 
with  a  few  minor  spots  on  either  side.  Standard 

1 859  Indian  Head  obverse.  Reverse  with  oak 
wreath  and  broad  ornamented  shield. ...  1,350 

Indian  Head  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Indian  cents,  all 
selected  for  quality  within  the  numerical  grade 
range  indicated. 


Gem  1858  Small  Letters  Cent 


1 858  Small  Letters.  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an 
absolutely  stunning  gem  example  with 
highly  lustrous  tan  surfaces.  Extremely 
sharply  struck.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
quality  examples  of  this  issue  we  have 
handled  recently . 6,950 


Gem  1860  Pointed  Bust  Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  frosty  tan  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  A  very  rare  variety  that 
is  gaining  in  popularity  among  Indian  cent 
collectors.  PCGS  has  certified  just  10  e\ 
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amples  at  this  grade  level  with  only  three 
others  a  point  higher .  3,750 


Lovely  Proof  1860  Indian  Cent 


1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
Sharply  defined  with  light  tan  surfaces.  Both 
sides  have  subdued  Proof  fields .  2,295 

Pleasing  Proof  1860  Cent 


1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  Proof  example  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  The  fields  are  very  lightly  reflective 


and  lack  the  deeply  mirrored  appearance  that 
would  otherwise  qualify  this  for  the  gem  cat¬ 
egory . 2,250 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exquisite  gem  with 

sharp  design  features  and  lovely  light  tan  lus¬ 
tre . 995 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  tan  with  sharp  de¬ 

sign  features.  A  lovely  gem  quality  example 
for  the  date  or  type  collector . 950 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  with 
brilliant  tan  lustre . 355 

1862  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  olive  surfaces. 99 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  tan 

surfaces . 375 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

tan  with  splashes  of  gold  toning .  1 19 

1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Intermingled 
red  lustre  with  attractive  brown  toning.  169 

1865  MS-64  RD.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  few  tiny  abrasions  and  scat¬ 
tered  spots  keep  this  from  gem  quality.  425 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  delightful  specimen 
with  sharp  design  elements.  Fully  lustrous 
dark  brown  surfaces  with  subtle  traces  of  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  An  important  opportunity  to 


A  LETTER  FROM  HARRY  E.  SALYARDS: 


We  recently  received  the  following  let - 
ter  from  good  friend  Harry  Salyards . 

I  was  intrigued  by  the  little  article, 
“Spotlight  on  the  1877  Cent,”  from 
Rare  Coin  Review  #148,  page  8.  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  the  writer’s  having  found 
six  in  a  sample  of  1,250  that  set  me 
figuring.  That’s  almost  one  1877  out 
of  every  four  rolls  of  cents,  after  all  — 
better  odds,  I’d  submit,  than  you  had 
of  finding  a  1955-S  out  of  four  rolls  of 
cents  in  the  Midwest  in  1959!  So  1  did 
a  few  additional  calculations,  using 
Red  Book  mintages  (see  table  below). 

This  means  that  he  found  over 
2.5  times  as  many  as  would  have  been 
expected  from  a  random  selection  of 
all  the  small  cents  struck  up  to  mid- 
1881!  Put  another  way,  to  get  the 
quotient  to  come  out  .0048,  with  a 
numerator  of  852,500,  requires  a  de¬ 


nominator  of  177,604,160.  Now, 
while  it’s  certain  that  some  percentage 
of  the  small  cents  struck  over  the  24' 
plus  years  1857-1881  would  have  been 
lost  to  circulation,  it  strains  credulity 
to  believe  that  only  39%  of  them  re¬ 
mained  in  circulation — the  well-worn 
condition  of  most  of  the  survivors  that 
have  come  down  to  us,  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  a  cent  actually  had  some  pur¬ 
chasing  power  in  that  era  (particularly 
in  the  deflationary  years  of  the  1870s), 
weigh  strongly  against  this. 

So  we’re  left  with  the  conclusions 
that  the  writer’s  sampling  was  likely 
not  random;  and  that — if  Hartford 
was  indeed  where  he  was  carrying  out 
his  observations — 1877  cents  were 
over  represented  in  the  circulating 
change  of  Hartford,  1881.  Amazing  to 
consider! 


Flying  Eagle  Cent  mintage  totals  42,05 1 ,500 

Cu-Ni  Indian  Cent  mintage  totals  1  58,721,000 

Bronze  Indian  Cent  mintage,  1864-1877,  inclusive,  totals  172,432,000 

Bronze  Indian  Cent  mintage,  1878-1880,  plus  half  of  the 
1881  mintage  (the  writer  stating  that  he  starred  his 

count  “in  1881”)  totals  80,601 ,788 

Grand  Total:  453,806,288 

Of  this  total,  there  were  852,500  coined  in  1877,  or  .00187% 

Compare  this  to  the  writer’s  having  found  6  in  1 ,250,  or  .0048'% 


acquire  this  scarce  date .  479 

1866  AU-50  (PCGS).  Chestnut  brown  with 
very  minor  corrosion.  The  reverse  is  rotated 

180° .  • 

1867/7  Snow-1.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  dark 
brown  surfaces .  325 


Brilliant  1867  Indian  Cent 


1867  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  w  ith 
brilliant  orange  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  very 
sharply  struck  while  the  reverse  has  some 
peripheral  weakness,  notably  at  the  upper 

leaves  and  top  of  the  shield .  2,200 

1867  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Sharply  struck  with 

pleasing  chocolate  brown  surfaces .  245 

1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Nicely  stnick.  An  excellent  high-grade 
circulated  example .  199 

1867  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  medium 

browm .  189 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  attractive 

with  more  red  than  brown.  Sharply  struck 
with  full  diamonds  and  nearly  complete 
feather  details.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist .  1,095 

1868  VF-35.  Chestnut  brown  with  a  trace  of  gray 

on  the  highest  points .  145 

1869/9.  VG-10.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  1  39 
1870  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  light  blue  toning 
over  dark  brown  surfaces.  Considerable  or¬ 
ange  lustre  remains  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  example  is  very  close  to  “red 
brown.”  Sharply  struck  w  ith  full  feather  de¬ 
tails  on  the  obverse  and  full  shield  details  on 

the  reverse .  1 ,395 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  lovely  cent 
has  exceptional  golden  orange  lustre  fad¬ 
ing  to  mahogany  and  light  blue  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  The  reverse  is  nearly  full  light 
orange.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for  the 

connoisseur . 849 

1870  AU-50  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck  with 

glossy  dark  brown  surfaces .  350 

1870  VF-25.  Pleasing  dark  brown  with  a  tiny  rim 
nick  at  6:30 .  189 


Gem  Mint  State  1871  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC)  Highly  attractive  6  < 
turing  considerable  orange  lustre  blended 
with  olive-brown.  Very  sharply  stnuk  with 
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all  obverse  and  reverse  design  features  fully 
defined . 2,350 

Although  the  1872  gets  more  ink,  in  our  experience 
a  Mint  State  1871  is  about  on  a  par  with  the  1872 
rarity-wise.  The  present  piece  is  truly  lovely. 

1871  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  an  amazing 
example  for  the  MS-64  grade.  The  surfaces  are 
pristine  with  medium  brown  toning  and  traces 
of  faded  orange  lustre.  All  details  are  sharply 
defined  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  .  1,095 

1871  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example  with 
considerable  orange  lustre,  especially  on  the 
obverse.  Splashes  of  darker  brown  toning 
may  be  seen  on  either  side.  An  attractive 
example  of  this  very  scarce  issue .  595 

1871  VF-35.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  ..  299 

Gem  Mint  State  1872  Cent 

1872  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Although  somewhat 

subdued,  this  lovely  cent  very  nearly  meets 
the  requirements  of  “full  red.”  The  surfaces 
have  satiny  lustre  and  are  just  beginning  to 
develop  a  light  brown  toning  on  the  high 
points  of  the  reverse.  A  small  abrasion  is 
noted  at  upper  obverse,  above  the  second 
feather . 4,200 

1872  AU-55  (ANACS).  Golden  brown  with 
considerable  lustre.  A  lovely  example  of  this 
scarce  date . 439 

1872  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with  a  small 
area  of  corrosion  at  left  obverse.  Weak  pe¬ 
ripheral  reverse  details . 379 

1872  F-12  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  brown  with 

a  few  very  minor  abrasions  as  expected  for 
the  grade . 295 

1873  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1873  Close  3.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Snow-1. 
EF-45.  Intermingled  light  brown  with  tan 
and  iridescent  toning.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector.  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton,  in  their 
Cherry  picker’s  Guide,  described  this  as  “the 
‘chief  of  the  Indian  cent  varieties.”  ..  2,150 


Gem  Proof  1873  Close  3  Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1 87  3  Close  3.  Proof-65  RD  ( PCGS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  spectacular  Proof  with  reflective 
bright  orange  surfaces.  Hints  of  attractive  li¬ 
lac  toning  are  noted  on  the  highest  design 
points.  An  important  opportunity  as  PCGS 
has  only  certified  three  finer  Proof-66  RD  ex¬ 
amples  and  one  Proof-66  cameo .  3,295 

1876  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  in¬ 
termingled  orange  and  dark  brown.  Minor 
lamination  in  the  left  obverse  field  is  as 
truck .  395 


Sensational  1877  Indian  Cent 
Gem  Mint  State 


1877  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  This  is  an  abso¬ 
lutely  spectacular  example  of  the  key-date 
among  all  Indian  cents  minted  from  1859 
to  1909.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
extremely  sharp  definition.  All  four  dia¬ 
monds  are  boldly  visible  and  the  feathers 
are  complete  to  their  very  tips.  The  reverse 
has  fully  defined  wreath  detail  and  the 
shield  is  bold.  The  surfaces  are  virtually 
flawless  with  deep  orange  lustre  and  lilac- 
brown  toning.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
Mint  State  1877  Indian  cents  we  have 
handled  in  recent  years.  A  coin  for  the 
connoisseur . 11,950 


Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a  truly 
lovely  example  of  the  issue,  popular  among 
collectors  over  many  decades.  In  fact,  this 
example  has  been  recognized  as  a  rarity  al¬ 
most  since  the  time  of  issue.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  lustrous  medium  brown 
surfaces  with  noticeable  orange  lustre  and 

traces  of  lilac  toning . 8,450 

1877  F-15.  A  lovely  example  with  glossy  ol¬ 
ive-brown  obverse.  The  reverse  is  inter¬ 
mingled  light  tan  and  darker  steel.  Long 
considered  the  single  most  important  date 
in  the  Indian  cent  series  and  always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,095 

1877  G-6.  Sharpness  slightly  finer  with  a  few 
very  minor  imperfections.  An  opportunity 

to  fill  that  hole  in  your  album . 579 

1881  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lovely  orange  lustre  and  light  brown  ton¬ 
ing .  169 

1889  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red  with 

a  touch  of  light  brown  toning .  119 

1891  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with  li¬ 
lac  lustre . 79 

1894  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  lustre 

with  light  brown  toning .  169 

1895  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with 

gold  and  iridescent  toning .  199 

1896  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  orange 

with  dark  brown  and  blue  toning . 49 

1898  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
highly  lustrous  orange  surfaces . 395 


1903  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
with  brilliant  orange  lustre  and  few  minor 
toning  spots . 395 

1908  MS-65  RB.  Highly  lustrous  with  dark 

brown  toning  and  subdued  lustre . 99 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden 
orange  lustre,  typical  of  the  first  San 
Francisco  Mint  cents.  A  popular  issue 
representing  the  very  first  one  cent  coin 
struck  at  San  Francisco.  Prior  to  1908, 
this  Mint  had  only  produced  gold  and 

silver  coins . 975 

1908-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
brown . 145 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 435 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  pale  orange  surfaces .  165 

 Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents 
are  the  first  series  collected,  especially 
among  young  collectors.  For  some,  this 
beginning  turns  into  a  serious  specialty,  for 
others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is 
replaced  by  other  interests.  For  those  in  the 
former  category,  we  have  several  scarce, 
high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  always 
looking  for  more  nice  examples.  Never 
collected  this  series  before?  Discover  many 
less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 


Gem  Quality  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  and  fully  brilliant  with  rich  orange 
lustre  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  4,950 


Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely 
blended  appearance  with  medium  brown 
toning  and  subdued  red  lustre.  A  sharp  im¬ 
pression  with  solid  obverse  and  reverse  de¬ 
tails.  A  few  well-hidden  spots  keep  this 
from  a  higher  grade . 2,350 

Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  example  with  considerable  subdued 
orange  lustre  attractively  blended  with 
brown  toning .  1,975 
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1WS  V.D.B.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely 
olive-brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  orange 

lustre . 1,395 

1909-S  V.D.B  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
dark  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  orange 
lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  key-date  issue.  .  1,135 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1914  Matte  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  superb  gem  that  is  sure  to  please  the 
connoisseur.  Extremely  sharply  struck  with 
bright  orange  lustre  and  rings  of  deep  orange 
and  iridescent  toning.  Just  eight  finer  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS. .  2,975 


Gem  Mint  State  1921-S  Cent 


1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  virtually  full  orange 
lustre.  Very  light  traces  of  brown  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  are  visible  on  either  side.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  this  issue  with  full  original  lustre 
are  extremely  rare . 2,500 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
certified.  PCGS  has  only  graded  two  finer 

MS-68  RD  examples  of  this  issue . 225 

1937  Reeded  edge.  MS-63  RB.  Virtually  full  red, 
however,  with  numerous  spots  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  A  genuine  Lincoln  cent  with 

edge  reeding  added  at  a  later  date .  250 

Atthe  1941  ANA  Convention  Ira  Reed  displayed 
and  sold  as  novelties  some  1937  cents  and  nickels  for 
which  he  Ipd  the  edges  reeded  by  a  Philadelphia 
machine  shop.  However,  these  were  later  taken  seriously 
by  some  collectors  and,  in  fact,  were  even  listed  for  a 
time  in  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins. 

1941-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange 

lustre . 39 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray.  65 
194 3-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  gray.  39 
1943-S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 

gray  surfaces .  39 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  orange 
lustre . 32 


Set  Registry™  Quality 
1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  for  the  connoisseur.  Sharply 
struck  as  it  should  be,  with  reflective  light 


orange  Proof  lustre.  This  is  the  highest 
numerical  grade  assigned  to  any  Proof  1950 
Lincoln  cent,  with  just  six  finer  examples 
designated  Cameo  or  Deep  Cameo.  An 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist . 750 

1952  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) .  139 

1953  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflec¬ 
tive . 59 

1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-62  BN 
(NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Traces  of  original  orange  lustre  is 
noted .  1,695 

For  a  sketch  of  this  fascinating  variety  and  the  part 
we  played  in  its  numismatic  recognition  and 
appreciation  please  see  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  148. 

1955-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1966  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-68  RD 

(PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  elements  and  excep¬ 
tional  bright  orange  lustre.  Only  one  finer 
coin  has  been  certified  by  PCGS .  195 

1967  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  orange 
lustre . 49 

Important  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Cent 


1969-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Medium  brown  with  hints  of  ol¬ 
ive  and  slight  traces  of  red  lustre.  A  few 
minor  abrasions  are  visible.  The  doubling 
on  the  obverse  of  this  variety  is  nearly  as 
prominent  as  that  on  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  cent,  however,  this  later  version  is  sub¬ 
stantially  rarer . 8,950 

1996  Mint  error.  Capped  die.  MS-64  RD 

(PCGS) . 279 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  brockage.  MS-65  RD. 
On  splayed  planchet,  etc.,  greatly  increasing 
its  diameter.  Interesting! . 99 


two-Cent  Pieces 

Of  the  various  American  denominations, 
two-cent  pieces  are  among  the  most  difficult 
to  find  in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and 
quality — right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln 
cents,  except  that  the  population  of  two-cent 
pieces  is  much  smaller.  Our  current  selection 
is  very  brief.  This  reflects  the  difficult  time 
we  have  acquiring  examples  for  our 
inventory.  When  we  do,  they  seem  to  sell 
themselves. 


Two  Cent  piece  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  V.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  this  hook  h;o  .1  section  on 
two-cent  pieces,  although  you  will  buy  your  copy  for 
this  plus  all  else  it  contains.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

V.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quulc  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers  All  U.S 
coppers  are  discussed.  1 76  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece:  1864  Attribution 
Quide.  By  Frank  Leone.  Every  idiosyncrasy  of  the  1864 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages.  Spiral  hound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 


Gem  Mint  State  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 
Large  Motto 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS). 
Highly  attractive  with  brilliant  light  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  few  minor  flecks  are  present 
on  each  side.  An  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 
Only  one  finer  example  has  been  certified 
by  PCGS . 2,475 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An 
exceptional  example  with  nearly  full  “red” 
lustre.  Doubled  18  in  date . 495 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely 
example  with  pale  orange  lustre  and  me¬ 
dium  brown  toning . 269 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 

trous  deep  orange  with  light  brown  on  the 
high  points  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is 
virtually  full  red  with  just  a  trace  of  light 
brown  toning .  195 

1865  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Mint  red  either  side, 
actually  enough  that  some  might  call  it 

“RB.” . 359 

1865  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  dark 

brown  with  splashes  of  original  red  on  both 
sides . 279 

1866  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacu¬ 

lar  example  with  considerable  deep  orange 
lustre  blended  with  attractive  brown  toning. 
The  surfaces  are  exceptional .  1,295 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lightly  reflective 
with  pale  orange  Proof  lustre  and  attractive 
iridescent  toning . 845 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with 
hints  of  lilac  and  splashes  of  orange  lustre  A 
lovely  example  with  satiny  surfaces. ..  269 

1871  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  scarce  date  with  deep  orange  lustre 
and  dark  brown  toning .  529 
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Nickel  M  Pieces 

Three-cent  pieces  of  nickel  alloyed  with 
copper  were  introduced  in  1865  to  provide  a 
medium  of  exchange  in  a  market  milieu  in 
which  there  were  NO  silver  coins  in  circulation 
in  the  East  or  Midwest.  Much  it  not  most  of  the 
nickel  came  from  a  mine  at  Lancaster  Gap, 
Pennsylvania,  controlled  by  Joseph  Wharton 
(who  had  close  and  heavy  ties  with  politicians 
and  the  Mint;  today,  the  Wharton  School  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  is  named  for  him). 
By  the  way,  in  our  editorial  backlog  is  a  great 
article  on  the  Lancaster  Gap  Mine — watch  for  it 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Although  the  1865  nickel  three-cent  piece 
was  minted  in  large  numbers,  demand  for  it 
failed  to  materialize,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
Shield  nickel  the  next  year  sealed  its  fate. 

For  present-day  numismatists  this  specialty 
comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series,  from  1865- 
1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  issues, 
however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
“impossible”  rarities,  coins  that  are  out  of  reach 
of  the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on 
condition,  the  entire  set  can  he  completed  easily 
with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the  following 
brief  offering,  remember,  you’ll  appreciate  our 
quality  and  value. 

We’ve  been  buying  and  selling  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  for  nearly  50  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  time  when  they  have 
“accumulated”  in  our  inventory.  The  demand  is 
non-stop!  However,  since  our  last  issue  we’ve 
acquired  a  number  of  really  nifty  specimens — all 
presented  for  you  below. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
three-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Contact 
Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Three-cent  nickel  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  section  on 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  tucked  among  754  pages  in 
this  must-have  volume.  Illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Three-Cent 
Nickels.  By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher.  The 
only  reference  available  dealing  solely  with  this  19th 
century  denomination.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  book  will  aid  in  your  appreciation 
of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-300.  List  $37.95,  before  your  discount. 

Gem  Proof  1866  Nickel  Three  Cents 

1866  Proof-65  (NGC).  Extremely  bold  design 

definition  with  exceptional  iridescent  ton¬ 


ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  although 

not  designated  as  such .  1,650 

Atone  time  in  the  19 50s  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  decided 
to  hoard  Proofs  of  this  date  (years  ago,  dealers  enjoyed 
“cornering”  favorite  coins,  accumulating  them  for  a 
few  years,  then  selling  them  when  the  novelty  passed — 
as  the  market  was  continually  rising,  there  was  always 
a  profit  to  he  made).  However,  he  never  found  many, 
and  gave  up  the  idea. 

1866  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  with  lustrous  devices,  all  beneath 
very  light  champagne  toning.  To  date,  PCGS 
has  only  certified  14  examples  of  this  date  as 
cameo  or  deep  cameo . 650 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1869  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  with  very  light  champagne  toning 
over  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  lustrous  devices.  Very  nearly 
Cameo  quality .  1,395 

Gem  Proof  1870  Three-Cent  Nickel 


1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Bright 
and  reflective  nickel  gray  surfaces  with  hints 
of  cameo  contrast.  Only  a  handful  of  simi¬ 
lar  or  finer  quality  examples  have  been  cer¬ 
tified . 2,250 

1870  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

nickel  gray  lustre .  199 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  slight  lustre  on  the  devices.  A  scarce 
early  Proof  example .  1,395 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  quality 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  The 
surfaces  are  exceptionally  nice  without  spots 
or  other  imperfections.  Light  clash  marks  are 
visible  on  both  sides.  Just  11  finer  examples 

have  been  certified  by  PCGS . 995 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  gray  lustre  with  a 
hint  of  very  light  gold  toning .  225 

Set  Registry™  Quality- 
1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices,  all  visible  beneath  a  shear  drape  of 

champagne  toning .  1,150 

1873  Close  3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
gold  toning  over  satiny  gray  surfaces.  Fully 

lustrous  and  very  sharply  struck . 465 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 
hints  of  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  228,000 
examples . 375 

Choice  Proof  1877  Three-Cent  Piece 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
reflective  pale  gold  surfaces  and  slight  cameo 


contrast.  This  is  a  Proof-only  issue  and  always 
in  demand .  1 ,695 

The  Mint  kept  no  records  of  releasing  minor 
(copper  and  nickel)  coins  prior  to  1878,  and  we  can 
only  guess  how  many  were  made.  Guesses  tor  the  1877 
nickel  three-cents  have  ranged  from  510  (a  known 
mintage  figure  for  certain  silver  coins  of  1877)  upward 
Our  guess  is  about  1 ,250. 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
moderately  reflective  nickel  gray  surfaces.  A 
Proof-only  date .  545 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1879  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

quality  example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lus¬ 
tre.  This  example  is  very  sharply  struck,  espe¬ 
cially  for  a  Mint  State  example.  The  obverse 
is  satiny  while  the  reverse  has  very  slightly 
prooflike  surface.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  connoisseur . 3,895 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  blue  toning. 
Sharply  struck,  beautiful  to  behold,  and  al¬ 
ways  popular  due  to  the  relative  unavailabil¬ 
ity  of  related  circulation  strike  coins.  ...  845 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 

nity  for  the  specialist.  Very  sharply  struck 
with  frosty  light  gray  lustre.  This  date  is  elu¬ 
sive  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Most  high 
quality  survivors  are  Proof  examples.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  one  Mint  State  example  for 
every  10  submissions  of  this  date . 850 

1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  won¬ 

derful  cameo  Proof  with  light  nickel  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Tied  with  five  others  with  one  finer 
Cameo  example  certified  by  PCGS .  750 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 
Proof  with  moderately  mirrored  fields.  .  700 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  the  very  finest 
we  have  seen.  Light  gray  Proof  surfaces  with 
considerable  cameo  contrast . 995 

1881  MS-65  (NGC).  Exceptional,  slightly 
prooflike,  with  light  cameo  contrast.  ..  745 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof  has 

satiny  gray  lustre  with  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  especially 
on  the  obverse . 775 

1885  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  An  attractive 

cameo  Proof  with  light  gray  surfaces  and 
hints  of  champagne  toning . 695 

Condition  Rarity  1886  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
Proof-Only  Date 

1886  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outst.tnd 
ing  example  and  an  extremely  important 
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opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This  is  the 
ONLY  Cameo  Proof  of  any  grade  certified  hy 
PCGS,  according  to  the  April  2002  Popula¬ 
tion  Report.  If  you  are  working  on  a  set  of 
these  coins  in  Cameo  Proof  grades,  you  need 
this  coin!  The  first  call  gets  it .  1,395 

Caveat:  Over  a  period  of  time,  Population  Report 
figures  never  decrease,  and  they  often  increase.  So,  if 
this  is  your  first  catalogue  from  us,  and  if  you  would  like 
to  buy  this  dandy  coin,  do  so  because  it  is  choice,  rare, 
and  beautiful.  Whtch  it  is,  indeed!  Don’t  buy  it  for  a 
Population  Report  number,  as  others  may  be  certified, 
resubmitted,  etc.,  etc. 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  gray  with 

hints  of  iridescent  toning.  This  is  a  Proof- 
only  issue  although  the  present  example 
looks  very  much  like  a  satiny  circulation 
strike.  Probably  very  inexpensive.  What  do 
you  think? . 700 

Memorable  Proof  1887/6  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1887/6  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
nickel  gray  example  with  reflective  fields  and 
lustrous  devices.  This  is  the  only  Cameo 
Proof  certified  hy  PCGS  in  any  grade.  1,395 

1887/6  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 
Proof  example  qf  this  overdate.  A  Proof-only 
issue . 595 

Gem  Proof  1887  Three  Cents 
Finest  Certified  hy  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1887  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  example  is  tied  for 

the  finest  Proof  certified  hy  PCGS.  Bright 
gray  obverse  with  faint  bluish  reverse.  Very 
slight  cameo  contrast  is  noted  although  not 
designated  as  Cameo  hy  PCGS.  As  circula¬ 
tion  strikes  of  this  date  are  quite  rare,  this 
represents  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
connoisseur .  . 2,250 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  Proof  with 

lovely  pale  gold  toning .  540 


1888  MS-65  ( PC  GS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  with  light  golden  toning . 695 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pie  asing  light  gray 
Proof  for  your  date  or  type  collection. ..  540 

1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
very  lightly  reflective  surfaces .  395 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this 
final  three-cent  nickel  denomination.  Fully 
lustrous  with  soft  frosty  surfaces  and  very 
faint  champagne  toning  over  light  gray.  595 


Silver  3<t  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1 85 1  through  1 87  3 
is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are  quite 
elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver  three-cent 
pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  examples  for  sale. 

Three-cent  silver  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices 
(or,  if  the  desk  is  especially  cluttered,  then  on  the 
floor!).  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Eire -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Lustrous  1858  Three-Cent  Silver 
1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  silver  lustre.  Final  year  of  issue  for 
the  Type  II  design .  1,695 

Amazing  1861  Silver  Three  Cents 

1861  MS-68  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely  stun¬ 
ning  gem  with  extremely  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments.  Even  the  clash  marks  on  both  obverse 


and  reverse  are  boldly  detailed.  Frosty  white 


lustre  with  hints  of  ivory  toning . 8,75 0 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  lustn  with 
light  gold  toning  on  the  reverse . 975 


Mint  State  1868  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Slightly  prooflike  with 
very  light  champagne  toning  over  brilliant 
silver  surfaces.  A  scarce  date  in  Mint  State 
preservation .  1,695 

1870  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  is  subdued 

by  deep  grayish  brown  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 775 

1871  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces. 

Contact  marks  here  and  there  indicate  that 
this  is  probably  a  Proof  that  someone  “spent." 
As  such  it  represents  an  affordable  example 
of  a  date  seldom  encountered .  495 


Nickel  5^  pieces 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the 
denomination  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small 
denomination  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were 
forced  to  use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which 
soon  became  tattered  and  torn.  First  introduced 
to  the  public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and 
composition  has  been  an  important  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Nickel  five-cent  references  (all  designs): 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Much  ado  about  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  will  be  found  here!  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $1 35,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Fiie-Cent  Pieces: 
Air  Actum  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  Lisi 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  By 
Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  van  Note.  This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-301.  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Buffalo  Nickels.  By  David 
Lange.  This  second  edition  is  updated  with  new  infor¬ 
mation,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking 
characteristics  of  each  issue,  all  by  one  of  the  more 
careful  observers  among  modem  researchers.  198  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A.  List 
$36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypickcr’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Variet¬ 
ies.  Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fix  a:  and 
J.T.  Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the 
Cherrypicker’s  Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of 
varieties  that  can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conven¬ 
tions,  in  collections,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change' 
This  fourth  edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple 
volumes  covering  all  denominations  422  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  RF1-95C  List  $34  9S, 
before  your  discount. 


WEDDING  DAY  IN 

New  York  City 

August  24,  2002 


Bonnie  and  Tim  Wrubel  share  a 
kiss  in  front  of  the  lucky  dragon. 


Betty  and  Qordon  Wrubel  of  our  staff,  here 
with  the  bride,  Bonnie  (Chinyen)  and  the 
groom,  their  son  Tim  Wrubel. 
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Choice  Proof  1866  W  ith  Rays  Nickel 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1866  With  Rays.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold 
and  gray  toning  with  reflective  fields  and 
very  sharp  design  features.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  issue,  first  of  the  nickel  five-cent  coin¬ 
age . 2,300 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  945 
1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example 
has  lightly  reflective  fields  with  considerable 
eye  appeal.  Very  light  gold  toning  is  noted  on 

each  side . 900 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  lustre 

with  extremely  sharp  design  features . 450 

1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 
gray  surfaces  with  reflective  fields . 1,075 


Superb  Proof  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous 
Proof  example  with  reflective  light  gray  fields 
and  lovely  iridescent  toning.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  is  present,  although  not  deep 
enough  to  receive  the  Cameo  designation. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  best  certified  by  PCGS 
with  only  a  single  submission  graded  Proof- 
68.  An  extremely  important  opportunity  for 

the  specialist  and  connoisseur .  2,395 

1882  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof 
example  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous 
devices.  Very  light  champagne  toning  over 

nickel  gray  surfaces .  1,195 

1882  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
gem  quality  example  with  exceptional  con¬ 
trast . 595 

1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  light 
gray . 380 

Condition  Rarity  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1 882  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  pristine  gem  has  frosty 
light  gray  lustre  with  hints  of  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  on  the 
market  today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded 
three  finer  MS-67  coins . 1,395 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  with  bril¬ 

liant  light  gray  lustre.  An  attractive  coin  for 
your  type  collection . 279 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC)-  A  sensational  gem 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  650 


1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

brilliant  light  gray  surfaces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  with  light  gold  toning. ...  295 

 Liberty  Head  Nickels 

We’ve  always  liked  Liberty  Head  nickels,  and 
for  us  there  is  never  such  a  thing  as  having  too 
many  in  stock!  In  this  issue  our  offering  begins 
with  1883  and  concludes  with  pieces  of  the  early 
20th  century,  and  along  the  way  includes  many 
interesting  and  worthwhile  specimens. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  Cameo 

(NGC).  This  is  a  gorgeous  gem  with  dark 
gray  mirrored  fields  and  brightly  lustrous 

devices . 1 ,000 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  A  most 

attractive  gem  example . 735 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre .  735 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  bright  nickel  gray  lustre .  245 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  moderate  cameo  contrast . 525 

Gem  Mint  State  1884  Nickel 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 

example  with  very  sharp  design  features 
and  delightful  nickel  gray  surfaces.  A 
couple  small  marks  are  noted  on  Liberty’s 
cheek . 1 ,800 

1885  AG-3.  Light  gray  surfaces.  Not  of  Set  Reg¬ 

istry  Quality!  However,  this  is  a  very  nice, 
actually  numismatically  lovable  key  date,  and 
one  that  has  its  own  appeal.  Besides,  the 
price  is  only . 239 

1886  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  light  gray  lustre 

with  sharp  design  details.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  collector  assem¬ 
bling  a  set  of  these  coins.  This  is  a  very 
scarce  date,  especially  elusive  in  Mint  State 
quality . 675 

1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

light  gray  Proof  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  lilac 
toning . 629 

Gem  Mint  State  1887  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray 
with  satiny  surfaces  and  very  sharp  design 
elements.  Nearly  the  finest  available  qual¬ 
ity  with  one  solitary  MS-66  certified  by 

PCGS . 1,695 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  over 

frosty  lustre .  299 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 
Proof  with  splashes  of  attractive  gold  toning. 

Lightly  reflective  fields .  569 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning . 219 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satiny  gray  lustre . 695 


1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  light 

champagne  toning . 550 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  a  trace  of  pale  gold  toning.  100 

1910  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exception¬ 

ally  nice  example  with  brilliant  light  gray 
surfaces  and  very  faint  lilac  toning.  Very 
sharply  struck . 81  5 

In  our  opinion  the  various  Proof  coins  among 
Indian  cents,  Liberty  nickels,  and  Barber  coins  of 
the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century  are  dramatically 
underpriced  in  today’s  market.  The  mintages  are 
generally  lower  for  these  coins  than  for  their 
denomination  counterparts  (Liberty  Seated  for  the 
silver)  in  the  1880s.  Check  the  figures  and  perhaps 
you  will  agree. 

191 1  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  very  faint  gold  toning.  139 

Buffalo  Nickels 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  as 
for  years  we  have  been  the  primary  source  for 
many  connoisseurs  building  really  choice 
collections. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in 
Buffalo  nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly 
extensive  selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If 
you  are  an  advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite 
you  to  order  pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either 
way,  a  very  nice  selection  awaits  you! 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
gray  surfaces  with  attractive  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 595 

1913- S  Type  II.  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  satiny  gray  lustre  and  light  gold 
toning . 575 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre  and  very  light  gold  toning. ...  400 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 440 

1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  frosty 
gray  surfaces  and  pale  golden  toning.  ...  300 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  grayish  gold  surfaces.  Tiny  spots  are 
present  on  either  side . 300 

1915- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold.  289 

191 5- D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck  with 

light  gray  surfaces .  169 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light 

nickel  gray  surfaces.  A  satiny  example  with 
very  faint  traces  of  iridescent  toning . 495 

1916-D  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  attractive 

light  gold  toning .  295 

1916-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  199 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray  with 

hints  of  gold  toning .  575 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  with  light 
champagne  toning.  Slightly  weak  central  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse .  195 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  bright 
gray  lustre.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the 
centers  of  obverse  and  reverse .  1 10 
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Gem  1918  Buffalo  Nickel 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  bluish  gray  lus¬ 
tre  with  very  light  gold  toning.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example.  Typical  strike  with  slight 

central  weakness . 1,550 

1919-D  VF-20  (PCI) . 100 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
lovely  gold  and  iridescent  toning . 650 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Superh  quality  for  the 

grade  with  lustrous  surfaces  and  very  light 
gold  toning . 215 

1921  -S  VF-20  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces  with  hints  of  amber  toning. ..  450 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  faint  champagne  toning. 

Highly  attractive . 590 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

delightful  light  gray  surfaces . 590 

1924-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Natural  medium  gray 
with  darker  steel  toning  outlining  the  de¬ 
vices . 495 

1924-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  natural  nickel  gray  surfaces . 485 


Exceptional  1926-D  Nickel 
Sharply  Struck  Gem 


1926-D  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  gem  with  lovely  bluish  gray  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  satiny  lustre.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  far  above  average 
design  features . 9,200 

1926-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces.  An  attractive  example  of  this 
scarce  issue .  1,150 

1926- S  VF-20  (PCI) . 389 

Prooflike  1927-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

1927- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Prooflike  fields  and 

very  light  gold  toning  provide  considerable 
eye  appeal.  This  is  an  attractive  example 
and  a  very  scarce  issue  in  choice  Mint 
State  quality. ..' . 2,350 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  nickel  gray  ob¬ 
verse  with  pale  gold  on  the  reverse....  105 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  bright 
gray . 195 

1930  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous .  150 

1931  -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  attractive  gold  toning . 260 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 

liant  gray  surfaces  and  a  touch  of  lilac  on 
the  obverse . 395 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with 
lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue 
in  gem  quality . 750 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1 19 


1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Soft  frosty  lustre  with 
pale  gold  toning.  An  extremely  attractive 

gem  example . 479 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous 
light  bluish  gray.  Typical  strike  for 
this  issue . 1 40 

Gem  Proof  1936  Nickel 


1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  Satin  (PCGS). 
Outstanding  quality  with  extremely 
sharp  design  features  and  satiny  white 
lustre .  2,295 

Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Brilliant  Mirrored  Surfaces 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  Brilliant  (PCGS). 
An  incredible  gem  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  bluish-gray  surfaces.  Mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  delightful  and  very  popular 
coin,  a  rarity  in  the  context  of  modern 

Proofs .  2,850 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  gem  example  with  attractive 
gold  toning . 239 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1937  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 
Proof  with  deeply  mirrored  gray  surfaces 
highlighted  by  wisps  of  lilac  and  pale  blue 
toning.  PCGS  has  only  graded  nine  coins 
finer  than  this,  eight  at  the  Proof-68  level, 
and  a  single  Proof-69.  For  the  collector 
working  on  a  world  class  set  of  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  is  an  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity . 2,495 

Gem  Proof  1937  Nickel 
1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
light  nickel  gray  surfaces.  An  important 
opportunity .  1,850 


Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legs  Nickel 


1937-D  3  Legs.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
light  gray  surfaces  with  peripheral  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  The  reverse  has  faint  traces  of  heather. 
A  pleasing  example  of  this  very  scarce  and 
highly  popular  variety . 2,550 

1937- D  3-Legs.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Light  gray 

surfaces . 439 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  quality  example  with  very  light 
gold  toning.  Highly  lustrous  and  most  at¬ 
tractive.  PCGS  has  only  graded  two  coins 


at  the  higher  MS-68  grade  level . 235 

193 8- D/D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  faint  gold  toning . 99 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 295 


JEFFERSON  NICKELS 

Our  current  offering  of  Jefferson  nickels  is 
magnificent,  with  quality  examples  for  all 
budgets.  Of  course,  quality  is  the  key  word  when 
collecting  these  coins,  as  with  all  series.  Once 
you  see  one  coin,  you’ll  finish  your  collection 
through  us.  Place  a  sample  order  today. 

1938  Jefferson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  slightly  reflective  satin  lustre .  69 

1938- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  lilac  toning .  59 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 

tractive  light  gold  toning.  This  date  has  long 
been  considered  a  key  to  the  series .  119 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  54 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 89 

1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 
lovely  gold  lustre . 69 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous .  59 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps .  59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  lus¬ 
tre . 69 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 
light  gold  toning .  36 

1 94 1- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning.  1 29 

1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 

pleasant  gold  toning .  59 

1942- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  e\ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre  and  light  gold  ton 
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1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 
with  lovely  gold  toning . 79 

1942-P  Type  11.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous .  59 

1942-P  Type  11.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant . 39 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  silver  wartime  composition.  49 
The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture 
of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 39 

1943- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  satiny  silver  lustre . 49 

1943-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1943-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstand¬ 


ing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 

faint  amber  toning . 229 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery  gray 
surfaces  with  light  champagne  toning.  ...  69 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1943-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

fully  brilliant  white  lustre .  1 19 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  brilliant  lustre . 45 

1943-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 39 

1944- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  wisps  of 

gold  toning . 99 

1944-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  149 

1944-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  lus¬ 
tre . 69 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre . 59 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  52 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  55 

1945-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

light  gold  toning . 45 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 99 


1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example 

has  frosty  silver  lustre .  59 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  superb 
gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 
considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  ex¬ 
ample . 39 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS) .  115 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS) . 59 

1959  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  reflective  gem 

Proof. . . . 89 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example . 395 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  amazing  gem 

Proof. .  1 29 

1964  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality.  49 
1994-P  S.M.S.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive .  195 
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Congratulations  to  Chet  Krause! 


This  year  Chet  Krause  celebrates 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  Numismatic  News,  which  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  in  1952.  Since  that 
time  it  has  grown  immensely,  has 
spawned  other  publications  and  a  large 
corporate  structure,  and  has  gone  from 
one  success  to  another. 

Although  Chet  Krause’s  business 
success  is  a  wonderful  story  on  its  own, 
equally  great,  in  our  opinion,  are 
the  contributions  he 
has  made  to  the 
hobby  of  numismat¬ 
ics — sharing  his  ex¬ 
pertise,  setting  up 
the  Numismatic 
Ambassador  awards, 
and  more.  In  an  era 
in  which  so  many 
people  turn  toward 
profits  and  profits 
only,  Chet  has  given  a 
great  deal  of  time  pro 
bona  publico,  speaking 
at  conventions,  attend¬ 
ing  meetings  of  small  (Art  courtesy 
coin  clubs,  and  other-  of  Krause 
wise  helping  with  the  Publications, 

hobby.  Moreover,  he  /hmi  Pioneer 

Publisher) 


has  made  possible  the  creation  in  some 
instances  and  the  distribution  in  many 
instances  of  publications  that  may  not 
yield  a  great  deal  of  money,  but  which 
contributed  immensely  to  what  we  all 
enjoy- — Russell  Rulau’s  Standard  Cata - 
logue  ofU.S.  Tokens  being  but  one  ex¬ 
ample. 

Chet  can  contemplate  the  marvel¬ 
ous  oak  that  has  grown  from  the  little 
acorn  he  planted  with  Nu¬ 
mismatic  News  back  in  1952. 
Here’s  wishing  Chet  many 
more  years  of  enjoyment  as 
a  collector  and  enthusiast. 
Per  recent  communica¬ 
tion,  he  has  just  repur¬ 
chased  in  Iola  the  original 
building  he  constructed 

in  1957-1964  and 

plans  to  move  his 
personal  office 
there.  In  the 
meantime  he  en¬ 
joys  collecting  all 
sorts  of  things — 
numismatic  items, 
old  cars,  World 
War  II  memora¬ 
bilia,  and  more. 
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by  Leonard  Augsburger 


The  1934 
Baltimore 
Gold  Hoard 


1 856  gold  dollar,  Upright  5  in 
date,  from  the  Baltimore  coin 
hoard  via  Thomas  L.  Elder 


Judge  O’  Dunne 

“Before  attempting  any  discussion  of 
the  evidence,  or  of  the  law,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  say  that  no  case,  within  my 
years  of  service  on  the  Bench,  has  been 
so  full  of  romance  or  has  been  more  ably 
presented,  both  on  evidence  and  the 
law,  than  has  been  this  case.”  -  Judge 
Eugene  O’Dunne,  Baltimore  City  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  #2,  Case  20345. 5A,  February 
9,  1935.  •• 

Buried  treasure!  On  the  afternoon  of 
August  31,  1934,  two  teenagers  in  a 
Baltimore  cellar  found  themselves 
thrust  into  the  lore  of  hidden  treasure, 
seafaring  men,  and  long  lost  gold.  What 
lay  before  them  was  the  ironic  heart¬ 
ache  of  sudden  wealth  in  the  middle  of 
the  Great  Depression.  Theodore  Jones 
and  Henry  Grob,  both  from  fatherless 
families  and  nearly  destitute,  were  about 
to  learn  that  their  good  fortune  meant 
more  than  they  might  have  imagined 
that  fateful  summer  day. 

In  August  1934,  Henry  Grob  and 
Theodore  Jones  had  known  each  other 
for  the  better  part  of  a  year,  being  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  court  documents  as  “play¬ 
mates”  and  “constant  companions.” 
Both  lived  in  a  highly  ethnic  section  of 
southern  Baltimore  amid  Russian  Jews, 
Poles,  Italians,  and  African-Americans, 
and  may  have  formed  a  friendship  sim¬ 
ply  on  the  basis  of  their  nationality,  as 
hoth  had  German  connections  in  their 
families. 

Jones  and  Grob 

At  the  time,  Jones  and  his  mother, 
Bessie  Jones,  had  been  living  for  about 
eight  months  in  a  two  room  tenement 
on  the  second  floor  of  132  S.  Eden 


Street.  The  two  were  living  on  govern¬ 
ment  relief  amid  a  ramshackle  section 
of  Baltimore  just  north  of  Fell’s  Point. 
This  area  of  the  waterfront  district 
housed  numerous  recent  immigrants, 
many  of  them  manual  laborers  in  the 
shipping  industry.  Crudely  converted 
from  a  single  residence  to  six  apart¬ 
ments  in  December  1933,  the  Jones’ 
residence  was  described  in  court  records 
as  “in  a  run  down  condition,  decaying; 
doubtless  an  unwanted  asset”1.  A  later 
reference  to  the  cellar  of  the  building 
(soon  to  become  the  focal  point  of  this 
adventure)  points  out  that  the  building 
had  no  central  heat  and  that  fuel  had  to 
be  carried  up  from  the  basement.  Bessie 
Jones  paid  rent  of  $8  a  month.  The 
whereabouts  of  Jones’  father  are  un¬ 
known.  In  newspaper  accounts2,  Jones 
indicated  that  the  family  was  from  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  PA,  and  that  he  had  not  seen  his 
father,  who  he  believed  dead,  in  about 
10  years3. 

Grob,  likewise  living  in  poverty,  re¬ 
sided  several  blocks  east  at  227  S. 
Caroline.  Grob  was  bom  May  12,  1919, 
the  fourth  child  of  John  Grob  and  Ruth 
Crist  Grob.  Grob  never  knew  his  father, 
who  had  died  on  October  13,  1918,  ap¬ 
parently  of  pneumonia  (the  death  cer¬ 
tificate  is  somewhat  illegible;  Grob  may 
have  been  a  victim  of  the  Spanish  influ¬ 
enza  epidemic  which  claimed  over  20 
million  lives  in  1918).  At  the  time  of 
his  birth,  the  family  was  living  at  132  S. 
Bethel,  again  close  to  the  Fell’s  Point 
area.  The  1920  federal  census4  lists  a 
second  Grob  family  nearby  at  117  S. 
Bethel  who  were  probably  Groh’s  grand¬ 
parents  (the  ages  and  names  on  the  vi¬ 
tal  records  are  consistent  with  this 


theory  -  in  addition  the  grandfather’s 
name  is  given  as  the  “informant”  on  the 
death  certificate  of  Grob’s  father).  The 
grandmother  is  listed  as  a  German  im¬ 
migrant. 

Returning  to  August  1934,  newspa¬ 
pers  state  that  Grob  and  Jones  had  de¬ 
cided  to  form  a  boy’s  club  called  the 
“Rinky-Dinky-Doos.”  The  purpose  of 
their  club  is  unknown,  but  on  August 
31st,  1934,  the  two  were  digging  a  hole 
in  the  cellar  of  the  Jones’  home  at  1 32 
S.  Eden  to  store  the  valuables  of  the 
club.  Exactly  what  the  “valuables”  were 
is  not  clear.  Press  accounts  alternatively 
state  that  it  was  “secret  club  papers,”  or 
“cards,  dice,  and  chips”  that  were  to  he 
used  by  future  club  members,  while  the 
court  record  indicates  that  it  was  “the 
cigar  box  which  held  the  petty  dues”  of 
the  club.  Regardless,  the  two  boys 
started  in  a  corner  and  began  to  dig. 
Suddenly,  Jones’  shovel  hit  something! 
Jones  first  believed  that  he  had  found  a 
medal,  until  Grob  identified  the  coin  as 
a  $20  dollar  gold  piece.  From  that  time 
on,  as  Jones  later  told  the  press,  “1  was 
digging  in  that  hole — hands,  elbows, 
knees  and  everything.”  The  two  boys 
furiously  dug  further  and  found  thou¬ 
sands  of  additional  gold  coins,  eventu¬ 
ally  unearthing  the  container  itself — a 
half  rotted  copper  gallon  can.  Grob  and 
Jones  began  to  split  the  hoard  piece  by 
piece,  and  then  by  the  handful  as  this 
chore  became  too  laborious. 

Questions 

Commentators  have  been  more  than 
a  hit  skeptical  regarding  the  initial  facts 
of  this  story.  Ken  Lowe3,  writing  in  ( )ut 
On  A  Limb  (April  1988,  p.  6),  offers 
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that  “there  are  some  loose  ends  to  this 
story.  The  original  account  stated  that 
the  boys  were  burying  ‘secret  club  pa¬ 
pers’  in  the  basement....  C’mon!  In  Bal¬ 
timore  in  1935  [Lowe’s  date  is  a  year 
oft],  what  kind  ot  papers  are  Leo  Gorcey 
and  Huntz  Hall  [two  actors  from  The 
Bowery  Boys  1940s  movie  serials]  gonna 
be  burying?  What  was  this:  Billy  Joe 
McAllister  and  the  Tallahatchie  Bridge? 
[A  somewhat  vulgar  allusion  to  the 
1976  coming  of  age  film  “Ode  to  Billy 
Joe,”  in  which  a  teenage  character  ques¬ 
tions  his  sexuality.]  Gimme  a  break!  It 
wasn’t  papers  those  reprobates 
were  gonna  be  burying.  As  to 
what  it  really  was,  and  why 
those  two  were  REALLY  in  the 
basement,  let’s  have  a  contest: 

‘What  were  Hank  Grob  and 
Ted  Jones  really  burying?’  The 
winner  gets  a  year’s  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  OUT  ON  A  LIMB;  all 
of  the  losers  get  a  two  year  sub¬ 
scription.  If  you  don’t  send  an 
entry,  your  prize  may  be  too 
awful  to  imagine;  but  you  may 
be  able  to  discern  a  pattern.” 

What  to  Do? 

The  families  were  initially 
uncertain  what  to  do  with  the 
coins.  Apparently  there  was 
some  confusion  regarding  the 
recent  U.S.  Gold  Act6.  Paul  Eberhart, 
husband  of  Grob’s  sister  Gertrude  Grob 
Eberhart,  counseled  the  boys  that  the 
federal  government  now  held  title  to  all 
gold,  and  that  they  would  be  arrested  if 
they  attempted  to  take  the  coins  to  a 
bank.  So,  it  was  decided  instead  to  take 
the  coins  to  the  police.  The  find  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Eastern  Police  Station  in 
Baltimore  on  the  evening  of  August 
3 1  st,  1934-  Initially,  only  $7,882  of  the 


treasure  was  taken  into  the  station.  Af¬ 
ter  being  told  that  the  boys  would  even¬ 
tually  get  to  keep  all  that  they  had 
found,  the  two  “decided  to  be  honest” 
and  made  a  second  trip  to  the  police 
station  with  another  $3,338  in  addi¬ 
tional  coins,  giving  a  total  of  $  1 1 ,200. 

The  precise  accounting  of  the  tind  is 
elusive.  After  the  initial  count  of 
$1 1,200  reported  in  the  morning  Bald - 
more  Sun  on  September  1 ,  various  totals 
are  given  by  press,  auction,  and  court 
records  (see  table  below). 

The  only  thing  that  can  be  said  for 


sure  is  that  for  legal  purposes,  the  total 
was  $11,427.50.  Also,  it  was  later  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  eventual  auctioneer  of 
the  hoard,  Perry  Fuller,  held  back  some 
of  the  coins  as  souvenirs  for  the  boys 
(and  presumably  for  his  own  use  as 
well).  Excepting  the  Breen  count7,  the 
totals  are  reasonably  close8.  A  good 
guess  is  that  Fuller  held  back  50  $1  gold 
pieces,  perhaps  as  an  afterthought,  since 
the  last  dozen  lots  of  the  sale,  except  for 


a  single  lot  of  damaged  coins,  all  con¬ 
sisted  of  50  $  1  gold  pieces. 

In  the  News 

The  boys  quickly  became  the  talk  of 
the  town.  The  pair  were  front  row  cen¬ 
ter  in  the  local  press  for  the  next  several 
days,  being  prominently  featured  in  the 
Baldmore  Sun,  Evening  Sun,  and  Mary¬ 
land  Daily  Record  newspapers.  Jones  was< 
paid  $3  a  day  by  a  downtown  depart¬ 
ment  store  to  promenade  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  store  as  an  advertisement.  The 
two  later  made  an  appearance  on  local 
radio9.  Both  received  letters  of 
congratulations  and  advice  from 
well  wishers  throughout  the 
country,  which  helped  the  boys 
from  “getting  too  fidgety,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  of  the  mothers, 
while  waiting  for  the  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  resolve  title  to  the 
coins.  They  would  wait  a  long 
time. 

Meanwhile,  the  police  were 
cleaning  the  coins  with  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  coal  oil  and  vinegar. 
Some  of  the  mold  encrusted 
coins  were  pried  apart  with 
knives.  These  public  servants 
were  apparently  not  familiar  with 
the  fine  art  of  “conserving”  long 
lost  gold  coinage.  It  was  later  re¬ 
vealed  that  421  of  the  coins  re¬ 
quired  special  treatment  in  order  to 
even  make  out  the  dates  and 
mintmarks.  Charles  D.  Gaither,  com¬ 
missioner  of  police,  dismissed  requests 
to  inspect  the  coins  to  determine  any 
numismatic  value,  stating  that  it  “was 
all  nonsense.”  A  numismatic  evaluation 
of  the  hoard  would  not  be  made  public 
until  the  following  January  after  the 
hoard  had  been  turned  over  from  the 
police  to  the  courts. 

The  tension  in  the  families  grew. 
Neither  of  boys  slept  well,  and  Henry 
was  reported  to  have  had  a  series  of 
dreams  in  which  gold  was  the  central 
character.  Bessie  Jones  was  pictured  in 
the  Baldmore  Evening  Sun  on  September 
1 1th  with  a  pistol  in  hand,  stating  that 
she  had  heard  noises  around  the  apart¬ 
ment  and  that  she  was  prepared  to  repel 


How  Many  Coins? 

$20 

$10 

$5 

$2.50 

$  1  Total 

Baltimore  Evening  Sun  9/1/1934: 

317 

81 

255 

64 

2839 

$11,424.00 

Numismatist,  April  1935: 

317 

81 

255 

65 

2840 

$11,427.50 

Court  record  (case  20345  1/2): 

317 

81 

255 

65 

2840 

$11,427.50 

Fuller  auction  (Breen’s  count): 

317 

81 

256 

66 

2903 

$11,498.00 

Fuller  auction  (Author’s  count): 

317 

81 

256 

65 

2789 

$11,381.50 

HOARD  WINNERS 
PLAN  FOR  FUTURE 


Court  Auards  Them  Pot  Oj  Gold 


Home*  “Oul  Canton  Way' 
Enviaagrd  By  Boy*  Who 
Found  111. Kin  Gold 


TO  LF-AVF.  RM.1FF  ROLL 


On»  Fimlly  Aldrrl  About  Yrar. 
f.!»lm  To  "T rttiurr"  Ettab. 
tiihrd  By  Court  Ruliog 


Apparently  tired.  Wvil 
Kjppy  tm  the  l*get  MtiiyuMm  W 
their  rialm  U  *J*#  111  *00  Ka*r4 

they  feund  Uit  August,  I|.y«uel4 
K *%ry  Grob  and  ll-yeer-eid  Theodore 
Jmvm  yMlerday  laid  their  pi  arte  Ur 
the  future. 

Troan  th#  •ncood-tfter.berfc  apart 
men*  where  Theodere  Uyeo  with  hi 
ffVther.  Mr*.  Beaeie  Jo*m.  In  the 
heuee  where  the  t reeeu.-e  *u  found. 
IB  South  Eden  etreet.  end  frtxa 
"Juth’e  Tavern."  W  South  Caroline 
•tree*,  where  Mr*.  Ruth  Creb  m'^ 
beer  and  Itehi  iw.^  w _ a. 


HB1RY  GROB 


THtODORi JONIS 


ted"  represent  [the  weight  o (  authority  |  ACCT7RFT) 


f\V  WITT 


Henry  Qrob  and  Theodore  Jones ,  pictured  in  the 
Baltimore  Sun  on  February  17,  1935,  following  a  court 
victory. 
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any  prowlers.  On  September  15th, 
Henry  Grob  was  arrested  on  the  Broad¬ 
way  Pier  for  fighting  with  the  pier  su¬ 
pervisor.  He  was  held  overnight  in  the 
Juvenile  Court  and  released  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  with  the  charges  dismissed. 

Who  Hid  the  Treasure? 

Naturally,  the  public  wanted  to 
know  who  had  buried  the  gold  in  the 
first  place.  Long  time  residents  of  the 
neighborhood  pointed  out  that  most  of 
the  houses  in  the  area  had  once  been 
inhabited  by  “seafaring  men.”  The  local 
patrolman,  Henry  Horner,  thought  the 
home  in  question  had  once  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  a  certain  Captain  Donaldson, 
who  lived  with  two  sisters  and  who  was 
involved  in  the  Brazilian  coffee  trade. 
He  speculated  that  Donaldson  had  died 
without  revealing  the  cache,  noting 
that  Donaldson  had  passed  away  before 
his  sisters.  City  directories  of  the  period 
do  indeed  identify  several  Donaldson 
residences  with  one  man  and  two 
women  listed,  hut  none  at  the  address 
in  question. 

Predictably,  claimants  to  the  hoard 
came  forth  to  seek  their  fortune  in  the 
courts.  On  January  3,  1935,  Judge  Eu¬ 
gene  O’Dunne  began  hearing  argu¬ 
ments  in  Baltimore  Circuit  Court  #2. 
Most  petitioners  demonstrated  only 
weak  circumstantial  evidence  and  were 
dismissed  quickly.  Such  was  the  case  of 
the  estate  of  Isaac  Chenvin.  Coinciden¬ 
tally,  Chenvin  had  passed  away  shortly 
before  the  hoard  find.  A  son,  Harry 
Chenvin,  acted  as  a  claimant  for  the  es¬ 
tate.  The  court  record  summarized  the 
Chenvin  proceeding: 

“He  had  been  a  jeweler  in  East  Balti¬ 
more,  had  resided  here  about  24  years; 
he  had  owned  a  jewelry  store  on  South 
Broadway  in  1915  and  1916.  He  lost  his 
memory  and  went  into  a  sanitarium. 
Two  years  later  he  partially  regained  his 
lost  memory,  and  was  found  selling  pa¬ 
pers.  As  a  jeweler,  he  used  to  send  old 
gold  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  get 
hack  gold  coins,  sometimes  as  much  as 
$200  and  $300  in  a  month.  The  coin  he 
received  from  the  mint  was  always  new 
coin,  and  probably  therefore  of  recent 


date  compared  with  the  time  of  his 
sending  in  the  gold.  He  once  lived  in 
the  property  in  question  (known  as  132 
S.  Eden  Street),  hut  only  about  seven 
years  ago  [c.  1927-1928].  He  came  to 
America  from  Russia  in  1908. 

“The  last  date  on  any  of  the  gold 
coins  buried  in  the  pot  is  1858,  and  the 
copper  container  in  which  it  was  buried 
was  so  corroded  as  to  present  almost  a 
filigree  [fine  working  of  metal  resulting 
in  a  “lace”  look]  in  appearance,  it  indi¬ 
cating  that  it  had  been  buried  long  be¬ 
fore  he  had  ever  come  to  America  from 
Russia,  and  probably  even  before  he  was 
bom.  The  Court. ...accordingly  disquali¬ 
fied  him,  and  ruled  him  off  the  floor  as  a 
contestant  in  this  marathon,  for  the  rea¬ 
sons  above  indicated.” 

During  the  course  of  the  hearings, 
the  Secret  Service  made  an  appearance 
in  court.  George  G.  Almoney,  a  Secret 
Service  agent,  stated  that  he  intended 
to  seize  the  coins  before  they  were 
awarded  to  any  claimant  and  “redeem" 
them  in  greenbacks  at  the  going  rate, 
which  was  $20.67  per  ounce  of  gold. 
Judge  O’Dunne  asked  the  agent 
whether  or  not  the  coins  had  any  sig¬ 
nificant  numismatic  worth  beyond  their 
face  value.  Almoney  was  unable,  or  per¬ 
haps  unwilling,  to  acknowledge  that 
there  was  a  significant  numismatic  pre¬ 
mium  attached  to  the  coins.  That  a 
U.S.  federal  agent  charged  with  enforc¬ 
ing  the  gold  recall  would  not  possess 
even  a  basic  numismatic  knowledge  of 
U.S.  gold  coinage  seems  curious10. 
“Most  we  get  turn  out  to  be  brass,”  he 
said,  suggesting  that  during  the  gold  re¬ 
call  some  less  than  scrupulous  citizens 
may  have  tried  to  redeem  counterfeit 
gold  coins  for  currency.  In  any  case, 
Almoney  was  evidently  stumped 
enough  by  the  judge  to  back  off,  and 
the  Secret  Service  later  announced  that 
they  would  indeed  allow  the  sale  of  any 
coins  which  possessed  collector  value 
beyond  the  face  value  of  the  gold. 

The  Saulshury  Claim 

More  legitimate  claims  to  the  hoard 
were  made  by  the  landowners  and  by  a 
previous  resident  of  the  house.  Mary  P. 


B.  Findlay  and  Elizabeth  H.  French 
were  the  current  landowners;  indeed, 
the  “ground  rent”  had  been  held  in 
their  family  since  1851.  Another  group 
of  1 1  claimants,  all  heirs  of  Andrew  J. 
Saulshury,  also  presented  a  compelling 
case.  A  legal  clarification  is  helpful 
here.  Until  1933,  French  and  Findlay 
were  owners  only  of  the  “ground  rent" 
and  not  the  house  itself.  The  house  had 
been  purchased  by  Saulshury  in  1865 
and  remained  in  his  family  until  1889. 
In  1933,  Findlay  and  French  acquired 
the  house  in  addition  to  the  land,  in 
proceedings  unrelated  to  the  narrative 
here.  Their  claim  was  thus  simply  based 
on  owning  the  property  where  the  trea¬ 
sure  trove  was  found.  The  Saulshury 
family  had  a  more  challenging  task,  and 
that  was  to  establish  original  ownership 
of  the  gold.  The  following  assertions 
were  made  by  the  Saulshury  attorneys: 

( 1 )  The  gold  coins  must  have  been 
buried  after  1858,  since  that  was  the 
last  date  on  the  coins. 

(2)  The  coins  must  have  been  bur¬ 
ied  either  by  the  owner  of  the  house  or 
by  somebody  whose  act  of  burial  would 
not  have  attracted  attention. 

(3)  The  coins  must  have  been  bur¬ 
ied  by  someone  who  expected  them  to 
remain  there,  and  who  expected  to 
come  back  for  them. 

(4)  The  person  who  buried  them 
must  have  been  of  sufficient  affluence 
to  spare  the  money. 

(5)  No  owner  who  had  buried  the 
treasure  would  have  sold  the  house  and 
parted  with  it.  Therefore,  if  the  owner 
of  the  property  lived  there,  he  must 
have  died  suddenly. 

(6)  The  coin  was  buried  at  a  time 
when  the  owner  knew  that  its  use  was  ei¬ 
ther  unprofitable  or  prohibited,  or  when 
gold  was  at  such  a  premium  that  the 
owner  could  not  afford  to  use  it  as  gold. 

(7)  The  person  who  buried  the  gold 
was  accustomed  to  hoarding  or  accu¬ 
mulating  gold  of  small  denomination, 
since  2,800  $1  gold  pieces  were  found. 

(8)  The  person  who  buried  the  gold 
was  likely  accustomed  to  using  copper 
pots  such  as  the  one  in  which  the  gold 
was  found. 

(9)  The  condition  of  the  copper  pot 
shows  that  it  must  have  been  buried  50 
years  or  more. 

( 10)  The  gold  was  buried  at  a  time 
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when  oyster  shells  were  in  use,  as 
shown  by  the  tact  that  is  was  covered 
by  a  deposit  of  dirt  and  oyster  shells 
nearly  two  feet  in  thickness. 

(11)  The  gold  was  not  buried  by 
one  whose  occupation  of  the  house  was 
of  short  duration,  nor  by  one  whose  fi¬ 
nancial  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
require  repeated  borrowings.  (The 
Saulsbury’s  attorneys  argued  that  subse¬ 
quent  owners  of  the  property  did  not 
satisfy  these  criteria.) 

At  this  point  we  quote  directly  from 
Judge  Eugene  O’Dunne’s  opinion  in  the 
legal  record  (Balti¬ 
more  Circuit  Court  * 2 
Case  20345. 5A): 

“It  is  argued  that 
these  historic  tacts  fit 
perfectly  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Andrew  J. 

Saulsbury,  who  bought 
the  property  in  June 
1865.  He  continued  to 
own  it  till  the  time  of 
his  comparatively  sud¬ 
den  death  in  November 
1873.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  of 
Baltimore.  He  was 
known  to  be  an  ardent 
Southern  sympathizer. 

He  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  affluence  for 
that  day  [Saulsbury  was 
engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  of  soap  and  candles],  as  the 
record  shows  he  left  an  estate  of  some¬ 
thing  over  $100,000,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  but  it  was  in  process  of  administra¬ 
tion  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
middle  age,  probably  in  the  early  fifties  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  been  subject 
to  spells  of  asthma.  The  particular  attack 
of  which  he  died  overtook  him  only  a  few 
days  before  his  death,  and  he  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  but  died  sitting  in  a  chair. 
A  daughter  testified  she  later  learned  it 
was  pneumonia.  These  facts  are  advanced 
hy  counsel  to  explain  why  he  did  not 
make  a  will,  and  why  he  probably  did  not 
advise  any  one  of  his  family  of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  treasure,  and  the  place  of  its 
location,  and  why  he  left  no  note  among 
his  effects  to  inform  them.  It  is  further  as¬ 
serted  argumentatively  that  he  was  a  man 


accustomed  to  distribute  small  gold  coins 
to  members  of  his  family  at  feast  days, 
such  as  Christmas  and  Fourth  of  July.  The 
evidence  also  shows  that  at  the  time  ot  his 
death  there  was  a  wooden  chest  in  his 
bedroom  containing  a  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  of  small  gold  coins,  and  a  small  drawer 
in  a  birds-eye  maple  desk  that  also  con¬ 
tained  a  handful  more  of  gold  coins.” 

Since  the  coins  were  buried  in  or  af¬ 
ter  1858,  the  next  order  of  business  was 
to  establish  exactly  who  had  lived  in  the 
house,  and  when,  in  the  successive  years. 
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Elizabeth  Saulsbury  Andourn,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  testified  that  she  remembered  mov¬ 
ing  to  the  Eden  Street  property  when  she 
was  six  or  seven,  which  would  have  been 
about  1865.  Her  testimony  was  not 
taken  seriously.  Quoting  from  O’Dunne, 
“I  frankly  confess  that  I  can  pay  very 
little  attention  to  the  recollection  of  the 
witness  in  question  as  to  the  time  that 
she  moved  into  the  house  in  question.  I 
saw  the  good  old  lady  when  she  was  on 
the  stand,  and  I  realized  at  the  time  that 
she  was  groping  for  a  recollection  as  to 
the  exact  facts  that  were  not  accurate  in 
her  mind.  Doubtless  she  carried  the  im¬ 
pression  that  it  was  in  her  early  girlhood 
or  childhood  that  she  remembered  mov¬ 
ing  there,  hut  to  undertake  to  say  the  ex¬ 
act  age  she  was  at  the  time  rather  chal- 
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lenges  credulity.”  Attesting  to  her  physi¬ 
cal  condition  at  the  rime,  Elizabeth 
Saulsbury  Andourn  passed  away  several 
weeks  after  testifying. 

Checking  City  Records 
Attorneys  conducted  a  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  into  city  directories  of  the 
period,  even  searching  them  page  by 
page  for  the  specific  Eden  Street  ad-- 
dress,  since  the  directories  were  ar¬ 
ranged  hy  last  name  in  alphabetical  or¬ 
der  and  not  by  street.  Complicating  the 
issue  was  the  fact  that  no 
directories  were  pro¬ 
duced  for  the  period 
1861-1863,  doubtless  be¬ 
cause  of  the  war.  The 
property,  known  as  55  S. 
Eden  Street  at  the  time, 
was  occupied  by  a  Cap¬ 
tain  John  J.  Mattison 
from  1855  until  at  least 
1860.  Mattison  sold  the 
house  to  Saulsbury  in 
June,  1865  for  $3200, 
and  continued  to  live  in 
Baltimore.  O’Dunne 
ruled  out  Mattison  as  the 
gold  owner,  stating  that 
“certainly  he  would  not 
have  left  $1 1,000  buried 
in  the  ground  of  the 
house  which  he  sold  for 
$3,200.”  The  next 
known  occupant  of  the  house  was  a 
Captain  John  E.  Stevens  who  is  listed  in 
the  1864  directory.  Saulsbury  is  not 
listed  at  55  S.  Eden  until  1867,  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  probably  rented  out  the 
property  for  some  time  before  occupying 
it.  This  last  bit  seems  to  have  tipped  the 
scales  against  the  Saulsbury  family  - 
they  could  not  demonstrate  a  continu¬ 
ous  occupancy  of  the  property  since 
Mattison  had  moved  out.  In  O’Dunne’s 
summary  opinion,  he  launches  into  a 
long  discussion  of  the  uncertain  nature 
of  the  times,  who  Stevens’  associates 
may  or  may  not  have  been,  and  con¬ 
cludes  that  the  Saulsbury  claim  was 
“nothing  more  than  a  plausible  possibil¬ 
ity  falling  far  short  of  legal  proof  ot  own¬ 
ership”". 
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Findlay  and  French 

The  case  for  Findlay  and  French  was 
less  intricate,  simply  resting  on 
O’Dunne’s  interpretation  of  treasure 
trove  law.  Roman  law  held  that  treasure 
trove  was  split  50-50  between  the  tinder 
and  property  owner.  English  common 
law  held  that  “finders  keepers"  was  the 
rule,  although  this  was  later  changed  to 
forfeit  all  treasure  trove  to  the  Crown. 
O’Dunne  found  related  cases  in  Indiana 
and  Maine,  and  on  February  16,  1935, 
decided  that  the  rule  of  “finder’s  keep¬ 
ers”  would  prevail.  Prior  to  the  decision, 
Findlay  and  French  turned  down  a 
settlement  offer  of  25%  of  the  hoard,  re¬ 
portedly  holding  out  for  50%. 

After  the  Verdict 

Following  the  verdict,  the  reactions 
of  all  parties  involved  were  entirely  pre¬ 
dictable.  Findlay  and  French,  along 
with  the  Saulsbury  heirs,  announced 
their  plans  to  appeal  the  decision. 
Meanwhile,  the  hoys  and  their  mothers 
were  encouraged  by  the  press  to  specu¬ 
late  as  to  what  they  would  do  with  the 
money.  Good  intentions  were  the  rule 
of  the  day.  Henry  Groh  said  that  he 
would  buy  a  house  for  his  mother,  while 
his  mother  expressed  the  hope  that 
Henry  would  he  able  to  get  a  college 
education.  Jones’  mother  said  they  she 
wanted  to  pay  hack  some  of  the  money 
given  her  by  relief  workers.  However, 
she  remained  cautious.  “I’m  not  count¬ 
ing  on  it  until  I  get  it.  A  bird  in  the 
hand’s  worth  two  in  the  hush,"  she  was 
quoted  as  saying. 

The  Auction 

The  coins  were  turned  over  to  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  court,  Charles  A. 
McNabh.  The  court  authorized  an  auc¬ 
tion  to  he  held  on  May  2nd,  1935, 
while  the  appeals  were  still  being  liti¬ 
gated.  Perry  W.  Fuller  was  appointed  by 
the  court  to  conduct  the  sale.  The  first 
task  was  to  “curate”  the  coins,  which 
Fuller  did  hy  hoiling  them  in  a  solution. 
"They’re  not  polished,”  he  explained. 
“That  would  have  ruined  them.  They 
have  simply  been  cleaned  of  corrosive 
substances.  They  are  in  unusually  good 


condition.  Many  appear  never  to  have 
been  in  circulation.  But  hecause  of  the 
lack  of  definite  knowledge  regarding  the 
origin  of  the  treasure  we  have  been  con¬ 
servative  in  the  catalogue  descriptions, 
merely  designating  them  ‘fine’  and  ‘very 
fine’.”  Fuller  distributed  3,000  cata¬ 
logues  and  claimed  to  have  garnered 
over  $20,000  in  private  bidding  prior  to 
the  sale.  Pre-sale  lot  viewing  was  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public  at  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Baltimore. 

The  3,558  coins  were  divided  into 
438  lots  and  the  bidding  took  place  at 
the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel  on  May  2nd 
as  planned.  The  two  hoys  sat  in  the 
hack  of  the  room  hut  left  before  the  end 
of  the  sale.  Henry  Groh  said  that  their 
attorney,  Harry  O.  Levin,  would  arrange 
to  obtain  a  souvenir  or  two  for  them.  A 
Mrs.  L.  Menuel  Hendler  purchased  the 
first  coin,  an  1850  $20  gold  piece,  for 
$36.  Edward  Weikert,  who  later  had  a 
regular  column  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine,  and  Samuel  Glenn 
were  also  successful  bidders.  Glenn  pur¬ 
chased  the  rarest  coin  in  the  auction,  an 
1856-0  $20  gold  piece,  for  $10512.  The 
total  sale  realized  almost  $20,000' '. 

Two  months  later,  on  July  2nd,  the 
Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the  O’Dunne 
decision  hy  a  4-4  vote.  McNabh,  as 
clerk  of  the  court,  was  retained  as  the 
guardian  of  the  auction  sale  proceeds, 
and  it  was  announced  that  the  hoys 
would  not  have  access  to  the  money 
until  they  reached  the  age  of  21.  The 
Saulsbury  heirs  apparently  gave  up  at 
this  point  and  will  not  he  heard  from 
again  in  this  tale.  Findlay  and  French, 
on  the  other  hand,  immediately  mo¬ 
tioned  for  a  reargument  before  the 
Court.  In  all  likelihood,  this  appeal 
would  have  been  denied,  and  the  legal 
wrangling  put  to  a  halt,  hut  a  very 
strange  thing  happened  shortly  after  La¬ 
bor  Day,  1935. 

A  New  Mystery 

On  September  3rd,  the  Jones  family, 
still  residing  at  1 32  S.  Eden,  reported  a 
robbery  to  the  police.  Philip  A. 
Rummel,  who  had  recently  married 
Theodore’s  mother  Bessie  Jones, 
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claimed  that  he  had  lost  his  life  savings 
in  currency,  in  addition  to  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  gold.  The  gold  was  said  to  have 
been  found  hy  the  hoys,  who  had  de¬ 
cided  “to  have  another  try"  at  the  cellar, 
and  had  supposedly  uncovered  a  2nd 
hoard  sometime  around  May  (the  court 
record  states  “on  or  about  May  27,’’  hut 
the  exact  date  was  never  established). 
The  police  were  skeptical,  since  the  cel¬ 
lar  had  been  completely  unearthed  fol¬ 
lowing  the  first  find.  The  police  also 
noted  that  glass  broken  during  the  al¬ 
leged  robbery  was  found  not  inside  the 
house,  hut  outside  on  the  tire  escape, 
suggesting  that  the  window  was  broken 
from  the  inside  in  an  attempt  to  feign  a 
break-in. 

The  statements  supplied  hy  the  fami¬ 
lies  regarding  the  2nd  find  were  weak. 
Henry  claimed  that  the  coins  were 
found  when  digging  in  the  “only  spot” 
in  the  cellar  that  hadn’t  been  searched 
following  the  first  find.  Regarding  how 
his  family  learned  of  the  2nd  find, 
Henry  stated  that  he  had  put  the  coins 
in  a  tin  can,  and  placed  the  can  inside 
his  brother’s  mattress.  His  brother  alleg¬ 
edly  hit  his  head  on  the  can  when  div¬ 
ing  into  bed  head  first,  at  which  point 
the  secret  was  found  out.  Philip 
Rummel  hacked  off  his  original  story 
and  later  admitted  that  the  robbery 
consisted  only  of  the  proceeds  of 
Theodore’s  share  of  the  second  find. 
The  families  said  that  the  second  find 
had  never  been  exactly  counted,  and 
was  simply  divided  coin  for  coin  hy  the 
hoys. 

Findlay  and  French  immediately 
asked  for  a  rehearing  under  Judge 
O’Dunne,  which  he  granted.  The  case 
was  reconvened  on  September  20th, 
even  though  O’Dunne  had  lost  parts  of 
several  fingers  in  an  accident  on  Sep¬ 
tember  2nd.  Under  questioning  by  the 
judge,  the  disposition  of  the  second 
hoard  was  detailed.  The  Rummels  made 
three  sales  to  Yale  and  Eh  Merrill  4  be¬ 
tween  June  and  August.  $650  was  paid 
for  a  $500  face  lot,  $1 ,250  for  a  $1 .000 
face  lot,  and  $1 ,1 50  for  a  second  lot  of 
$1,000  face.  A  third  $1,000  lot  was  sold 
for  $1250  to  an  unidentified  gold  trader 
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who  called  at  their  door.  Ruth  Groh  tes¬ 
tified  that  she  had  sold  her  share  for  its 
face  value  of  $3,400,  again  to  a  gold 
buyer  who  called  at  her  door.  Both 
families  testified  that  many  dealers  had 
visited  them  in  search  of  material  to 
purchase.  One  final  tidbit  came  out  in 
the  hearing  -  Frances  Rummel,  the  wife 
of  Philip  Rummel’s  brother  George,  ad¬ 
mitted  to  selling  $185  face  which  had 
been  held  out  from  the  first  part  of  the 
hoard,  even  though  the  first  part  was 
supposed  to  have  been  com¬ 
pletely  turned  over  to  the 
court. 

Yale  Merrill  had  some  in¬ 
teresting  testimony  regarding 
their  negotiations  with  the 
Rummel  family.  He  had  ini¬ 
tially  contacted  the  Rummels 
inquiring  about  whatever 
coins  might  be  left  over  from 
the  first  find.  According  to 
Merrill,  the  Rummels  insisted 
on  “melodramatic  secrecy” 
and  eventually  revealed  the 
second  find,  which  was  sold 
piecemeal  to  the  Merrill 
brothers  over  time.  While  re¬ 
alizing  that  the  second  find 
was  not  public  knowledge, 

Merrill  said  he  considered  the 
purchase  perfectly  legitimate, 
although  his  eventual  settle¬ 
ment  with  Findlay  and 
French,  which  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  later,  suggests  other¬ 
wise. 


Questions  Remain 

Some  questions  remain 
unanswered.  Why  would  the 
families  have  sold  gold  at  close  to  face 
value  when  they  clearly  knew,  from  the 
first  sale,  that  the  coins  were  worth 
twice  as  much?  Why  did  Rummel  at¬ 
tempt  to  obscure  facts  of  the  robbery? 
Was  there  really  a  second  find  or  was 
this  simply  a  holdback  from  the  first 
hoard?  Judge  O’Dunne  ruled  that  the 
second  find  was  indeed  real,  using  what 
is  popularly  known  as  “reverse  psychol¬ 
ogy.”  The  stories  were  too  disjointed, 
according  to  O’Dunne,  to  have  been 


fabricated.  “If  this  story  was  a  made-up 
affair,”  he  said,  “they  would  have  riv¬ 
eted  it  together  better  -  it  comes  into 
court  too  loose-jointed  to  be  false.”  The 
judge  thus  refused  a  motion  to  review 
the  first  case.  His  denial  to  review  was 
immediately  appealed,  which  added  up 
to  two  outstanding  appeals  for  the 
plaintiffs. 

The  author  is  skeptical  of  the 
O’Dunne  conclusion.  Press  reports  indi¬ 
cate  that  many  trespassers  searched  the 


cellar  thoroughly  following  news  of  the 
first  find.  Given  the  desperation  of  the 
times,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  base¬ 
ment  would  not  have  been  systemati¬ 
cally  turned  upside  down,  and  many 
times  over,  by  multiple  parties.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  other  tenants  in  the  building 
would  have  had  completely  unfettered 
access  at  any  time  they  wished.  The 
boys’  statement  that  they  searched  the 
“only  spot”  remaining  is  hard  to  swal¬ 
low,  especially  in  light  of  the  fact  that 


Frances  Rummel  admitted  holding  out 
$185  from  the  first  part  of  the  hoard. 
Furthermore,  the  boys  had  already  ad¬ 
mitted  to  holding  out  a  portion  of  the 
first  find  when  it  was  initially  turned 
over  to  the  police.  Finally,  the  only  sur¬ 
viving  member  of  the  Grob  family,  John 
Grob  Jr.,  does  not  accept  the  second 
find  story15. 

Thomas  Elder 

Part  of  the  “second”  hoard  was 
handled,  though  perhaps  not 
firsthand,  by  the  famed  New 
York  dealer  Thomas  Elder. 
Writing  in  March,  1941 16,  he 
stated  that  the  second  hoard 
was  handled  by  Baltimore  and 
New  York  dealers,  and  that  he 
had  received  300  Uncircu¬ 
lated  gold  dollars  from  a  New 
York  dealer.  Baltimore  hoard 
gold  is  listed  in  eight  Elder 
auction  catalogs  between 
June,  1935  and  May,  1 938 1 7. 
Elsewhere  he  said  that  the 
hoard  was  “widely  scattered” 
and  that  it  contained  “match¬ 
less  uncirculated  gems”18.  Al¬ 
though  the  evidence  is  not  at 
all  strong,  it  is  possible  that 
Elder  may  have  been  one  of 
the  dealers  who  visited  either 
Grob  or  Jones.  Elder  is  known 
to  have  “gone  to  the  source,” 
for  example,  having  traveled 
to  Rutherfordton,  North 
Carolina,  in  search  of 
Bechtler  gold19.  Another  key 
is  the  timing  of  the  sales  -  the 
first  find  was  auctioned  in 
Baltimore  May  2,  1935,  while 
Elder’s  first  sale  of  Baltimore  gold  was 
June  22nd.  Could  Elder  have  gotten 
coins  from  the  first  sale,  then  prepared 
and  distributed  a  catalogue  of  over 
2,800  lots  in  seven  weeks?  In  Elder’s  de¬ 
fense,  the  Baltimore  gold  in  the  June 
22nd  sale  does  appear  towards  the  very 
end  of  the  catalog,  and  Elder  was  well 
known  for  his  ability  to  crank  out  auc¬ 
tion  catalogs,  averaging  nearly  eight  per 
year  over  a  37  year  period.  However, 
given  his  original  statement  that  he  did 
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GOLD  COINS  FROM  A  TREASURE  TROVE. 

U.  &.  TWENTY  DOLLAR#  GOLD  FOUND  IN  BALTIMORE. 

Prom  a  CItU  War  Burled  Troutra. 

87  88  116  0.  Phil*.  Brilliant  mint  bloom.  Rtrt  gam. 

8718  1861.  Phlla.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  a  gam. 

17S0  list  Phlla.  Brilliant  Unclrculatad,  Kara  gam. 

8781  1866.  San  Francisco  (8)  Mint.  Brilliant  Unc,  wonderful  specimen. 

Vary  rare  thus. 

S78I  1168.  San  Francisco  (8.)  Mint  Brilliant  Unc.  Finest  ever. 

GOLD  DOLLARS  FROM  SAME  FIND. 

The  Most  Brilliant  let  of  Gold  Dollars  Ws  Haas  Ever  Offered. 

S7S8  1861.  Brilliant,  mint  bloom.  In  this  condition  rare. 

8784  1868.  Brilliant  mint  lustre,  floeet  ever. 

>786  1868.  Brilliant  as  last  Unc.  8  pcs 

8788  1888.  Brilliant  mint  lustre  as  last.  Wonderful.  8. 

8787  1868.  Brilliant  mint  lustra,  as  last.  2 

8788  1888.  Brilliant  mint  lustra.  Unc. 

8781  1868  Brilliant  Unclrculatad.  Small  type.  Oam 

8740  1164.  8mall  type.  Brilliant  mint  bloom. 

8740a  1164.  Large.  Brilliant  mint  state  Scarce. 

8741  1168.  Large  type.  Vary  email  word  Liberty.  Brilliant  Unc. 

8748  1866.  Larga.  Double  cut  letters  and  figures.  Mist  bloom. 

8748  1868.  Straight  6.  Brilliant  Unc.  scarcest  variety. 

8744  1868.  81anting  6.  Brilliant  mint  state 

8746  1168.  Straight  8  Red  gold.  Brilliant  Unc.  scarce. 

8748  1888.  81antlng  6.  Tallow  gold,  very  brilliant  axampte. 

8747  1868.  Slanting  8.  Red  gold.  Brilliant  example. 

8748  1888.  Straight  8.  Yellow  gold,  very  brilliant. 

8748  1188.  Straight  6.  Yellow  gold,  brilliant  Unc. 

8780  1868  Straight  6  Red  gold.  Brilliant  gem,  Unc. 

8781  1868.  81anting  6.  Two  shades  of  gold.  Both  Brill  last.  8. 

8768  1866  Brilliant  Unc. 

8768  1868  Straight  6.  yellow  gold;  1868.  slanting  8.  Red  gold.  Unc. 

Brilliant  8. 

8714  1168  Red  gold  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  uncommon. 

8788  1868.  Straight  S.  Brilliant  mint  state  Yellow  gold. 


Thomas  Elder  first  auctioned  Baltimore 
hoard  gold  in  his  sale  of  June  22,  1935 
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in  fact  handle  coins  from  part  two  of 
the  hoard,  it  seems  quite  possible  that 
his  June  22nd  sale  did  include  coins 
from  part  two  of  the  hoard,  even  though 
part  two  was  not  yet  publicly  known. 

Back  in  Court 

Returning  to  the  legal  battleground, 
the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Annapolis, 
MD,  began  hearings  on  both  of  the 
Findlay  and  French  appeals  on  January 
24th,  1936.  Findlay  and  French  were  re¬ 
questing  a  reargument  of  the  Appeals 
Court’s  original  4-4  decision,  and  were 
also  appealing  O’Dunne’s  denial  to  re¬ 
view  the  original  case  itself  in  light  of 
the  additional  facts  resulting  from  the 
alleged  second  find.  Clearly 
this  was  a  team  intent  on  pur¬ 
suing  every  legal  avenue! 

Levin  continued  to  represent 
the  boys,  hut  only  with  regard 
to  the  first  find,  under  condi¬ 
tions  that  would  he  revealed 
later.  C.  Arthur  Ehy  repre¬ 
sented  Findlay  and  French 
and  argued  as  follows.  It  the 
second  find  was  really  a 
“holdback,”  then  the  boys 
had  committed  fraud  on  the 
court  in  the  first  proceeding, 
thus  meriting  that  the  origi¬ 
nal  case  he  reargued.  If  the 
second  find  was  not  a  hold¬ 
back,  then  the  hoys  were  tres¬ 
passing,  and  title  to  the  coins 
could  not  he  granted  as  the 
result  of  an  illegal  act.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  both  Jones 
and  Groh  had  quit  school 
since  the  first  find,  and  that 
each  'had  bought  two  cars, 
clearly  implying  that  they  had 
disposed  of  gold  behind  the 
court’s  hack.  Levin  countered  that  even 
if  there  was  a  “holdback,”  the  facts  as 
presented  in  the  first  case  would  not  he 
materially  changed,  since  there  was  no 
substantive  dependency  on  the  actual 
amount  of  the  gold. 

Meanwhile,  Jones  had  been  getting 
himself  into  trouble  with  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  cars.  On  January  30th,  he  was  ar¬ 
raigned  in  traffic  court  on  four  charges: 


driving  without  license  or  registration, 
reckless  driving,  and  attempting  to 
avoid  arrest  by  turning  his  lights  off 
while  being  chased.  He  was  also  sus¬ 
pected  of  driving  under  the  influence, 
though  this  was  not  proven.  This  was 
not  his  first  time  in  court,  as  he  had  ap¬ 
peared  on  another  reckless  driving 
charge  the  previous  July.  Judge  Donald 
Roman  sentenced  Jones  to  the  Mary¬ 
land  Training  School  for  Boys  (at  Loch 
Raven)  for  an  indefinite  period,  telling 
Jones  that  “the  length  of  your  stay  there 
will  be  determined  hy  your  conduct.” 

On  April  15th,  the  Maryland  Court 
of  Appeals  denied  both  pending  ap¬ 
peals,  ruling  that  there  were  indeed  two 


finds  and  that  there  was  no  basis  to 
overturn  verdicts  regarding  the  first 
find.  However,  they  left  the  door  open 
for  more  litigation,  since  the  second 
find  “would  constitute  a  different  right 
and  liability,  to  he  enforced  in  a  sepa¬ 
rate  action.”  True  to  form,  Findlay  and 
French  announced  less  than  a  week 
later  that  they  would  file  yet  another 
suit  on  the  basis  that  the  hoys  were  tres¬ 


passing  during  the  second  find.  At  the 
same  time,  Judge  O’IXinne  was  now  f rec¬ 
to  wrap  up  loose  ends  from  the  first  find. 
O’Dunne  signed  an  order  granting 
Levin  his  portion  of  the  first  find,  which 
was  a  1/3  share  of  the  sale  proceeds  (the 
families  had  agreed  to  this  contingency 
fee  before  the  first  trial).  The  Court 
cited  total  sale  proceeds  of  $19,746.1  5, 
less  $  1 ,07 1 .56  for  sale  expenses,  leaving 
Levin’s  share  at  $6,224.86.  The  num¬ 
bers  involved  suggest  a  reason  why  the 
families  had  sold  the  second  part  of  the 
hoard  at  close  to  face  value  -  their  net 
proceeds  from  the  first  part  of  the  hoard 
were  not  that  much  greater. 

Findlay  and  French,  leaving  no  legal 
stone  unturned,  named  ev¬ 
eryone  in  their  suit  who  had 
had  any  connection  with 
the  second  find.  The  boys, 
their  parents,  their  parent’s 
hanks,  and  the  known  gold 
buyers  (Yale  Merrill  and  his 
brother  Eli)  were  all  sued. 
Perhaps  Thomas  Elder  could 
have  been  added  to  the  list! 
Judge  Robert  F.  Stanton, 
now  presiding  over  Circuit 
Court  * 2  in  Baltimore,  en¬ 
joined  all  parties  from  dis¬ 
posing  of  any  of  the  coins,  or 
any  proceeds  from  selling 
the  coins.  Bessie  Jones 
Rummel,  trying  to  find  legal 
technicalities  of  her  own, 
managed  to  free  Theodore 
from  reform  school  on  May 
9th.  Rummel’s  attorney, 
Henry  M.  Siegel,  argued 
that  the  legal  sentence  for 
reckless  driving  was  a  $100 
fine,  90  days  in  jail,  or  both. 
Thus,  the  law  did  not  spe¬ 
cifically  allow  Jones  to  he  sent  to  reform 
school.  During  the  questioning,  it  came 
out  that  Theodore  was  illiterate,  having 
had  few  educational  opportunities  as  a 
child.  Judge  Albert  Owens  concurred 
with  Siegel’s  argument,  and  Theodore 
was  released  into  the  custody  of  his 
mother  with  an  order  to  report  on  his 
educational  progress  to  the  probation 
department. 


WHEKEFOHB,  your  petitlonera  pray  that 
the  Court  may  pass  an  order  herein: 

(a)  Authorizing  your  petitlonera  to  diamias 
without  prejudice  their  Bill  of  Complaint  filed  herein 

as  agalnet  the  defendants,  Tale  Merrill  and  211  H.  Merrill} 
and 

(b)  Dissolving  the  injunotlon  issued  by  this 
Court  in  the  above  entitled  cause  on  the  25th  day  of 
April,  1936,  as  against  the  defendants,  Tale  Merrill 
and  Ell  H.  Merrill. 

AKD,  as  in  duty  bound,  eto» 


The  signatures  of  the  plaintiffs,  Elizabeth  French  and 
Mary  Findlay,  and  their  attorneys,  C.  Arthur  Eby  and 
Emony  H.  Niles,  on  one  of  the  many  legal  documents 
involved  in  the  litigation.  In  this  document  they  are 
dismissing  their  suit  against  the  Merrill  brothers,  with 
whom  they  had  settled  out  of  court. 
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On  October  2nd,  the  Merrill  broth¬ 
ers  settled  with  Findlay  and  French  for 
$500.  On  October  19th  they  were  offi¬ 
cially  dismissed  as  defendants  in  the 
suit.  No  doubt  they  still  came  out  ahead 
on  the  deal,  as  they  had  spent  only 
$3,050  for  $2,500  gold  face  which  was 
worth  twice  as  much.  This  was  the  only 
money  that  Findlay  and  French  would 
ever  make  from  the  hoard,  and  this 
probably  did  not  even  come  close  to 
covering  all  their  legal  expenses. 
Shortly  thereafter,  on  October  7th, 
Jones  was  picked  up  again  for  traffic  vio¬ 
lations,  this  time  for  speeding  and  driv¬ 
ing  without  a  license.  Henry  Grob  was  a 
passenger  in  the  vehicle.  This  time,  the 
judge  (George  Eckhardt,  Jr.)  followed 
the  letter  of  the  law,  and  Jones  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  90  days  in  jail  the  following 
day. 

Court  Actions  Continue 

In  1937,  the  case  moved  through  the 
court  slowly,  perhaps  delayed  until 
Jones  completed  his  jail  sentence.  Argu¬ 
ments  were  taken  April  16th  as  the 
boys  asked  the  judge  for  an  outright  dis¬ 
missal  of  the  case.  This  was  denied,  and 
on  April  22nd  Judge  Edward  T. 
Dickerson  gave  attorneys  for  the  boys 
30  days  to  respond  to  a  request  for  an 
accounting  of  the  second  hoard.  This 
was  filed  30  days  to  the  date  later,  on 
May  21st.  The  boys  again  asked  the 
court  for  a  dismissal.  A  new  judge, 
Samuel  K.  Dennis,  replaced  Dickerson 
in  Circuit  Court  #2.  Dennis  resumed 
arguments  in  November,  and  ruled  on 
December  28th.  In  ruling  for  the  boys, 
he  noted  in  his  opinion  that  most  of  the 
second  hoard  was  lost  through  “folly,  in¬ 
experience,  extravagance  and  theft.” 
More  than  three  years  after  the  hoard 
find,  the  litigation  was  finally  over. 

While  the  final  case  was  still  under 
litigation,  Henry  Grob  died  on  August 
24,  1937.  At  the  time  he  was  working 
for  $16  a  week  in  the  mayonnaise  de¬ 
partment  of  rhe  Panzer  Packing  Com¬ 
pany,  where  his  brother-in-law  also 
worked.  He  had  been  suffering  from  a 
cold  and  went  swimming  in  the  Boston 
Street  harbor  against  the  advice  of  a 


|H 

the  circuit  ' 

ceased.1' *  -'V' 

Ordered  by  the  Court,  this  10th  day  of 
September,  1937,  that  CHARLES  A.  Mc- 
NABB,  the  trustee  in  the  above  cause 
named,  given  notice  to  all  persons  having 
claims  against  the*  estate1  of  HENRY  H. 
GROB,  deceased,  to  file  £helr  claims,  prop¬ 
erly  authenticated,  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  No.  2  of  BalUmore  City,  on 
or  before  the  15th  day  of  March.  1938.  by 
causing  a  copy  of  this  order  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  some  daily  newspaper  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  once  a  week  for  three  succes¬ 
sive  weeks,  before  the  6th  day  of  October, 
1937. 

EDWIN  T,  DICKERSON. 
True  Copy — Test: 

JOHN  PLEASANTS. 

sll,18,25  ..  _ -  Clerk. 

The  legal  notice  filed  by  Henry  Qrob’s 
mother  to  claim  his  estate,  following 
his  death  on  August  24,  1937- 


doctor.  He  developed  pneumonia  and 
died  in  the  South  Baltimore  General 
Hospital.  A  funeral  was  held  in  the 
home  of  his  sister  and  brother-in-law, 
Gertrude  and  Paul  Eberhart.  In  the  par¬ 
lor,  the  family  displayed  an  enlargement 
ol  a  newspaper  photograph  taken  at  the 
time  of  the  hoard  find.  “And  that  picture 
is  just  about  all  poor  Henry  ever  got  out 
of  it,”  Gertrude  Eberhart  said. 

Shortly  thereafter,  Ruth  Grob  filed  to 
assume  her  son’s  estate,  which  consisted 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  first  part  of  the 
hoard  minus  some  further  legal  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  expenses.  The  total  remain¬ 
ing  was  $5,798,  barely  exceeding  the  face 
value  of  Henry  Grab’s  share  of  the  first 
part  of  the  hoard — $5,713.75.  John 
Grob,  Jr.,  Henry’s  nephew,  indicated  that 
the  remaining  proceeds  of  the  hoard 
were  simply  used  for  living  expenses  dur¬ 
ing  the  Depression.  Henry’s  wish  to  buy  a 
home  for  his  mother  was  never  fulfilled. 
None  of  the  coins  were  kept  as  keepsakes 
by  the  Grob  family. 

Where  Theodore  Jones  ended  up  re¬ 
mains  a  mystery.  The  Baltimore  papers 
make  no  mention  of  him  for  the  several 
year  period  succeeding  the  conclusion  of 
the  legal  appeals.  He  may  still  he  living. 
John  Grob,  Jr.  said  that  the  Grob  family 
had  no  idea  what  became  of  Theodore. 
We  queried  the  Rummel  families  in 
Maryland,  and  were  contacted  by  a  son 
of  George  and  Frances  Rummel.  This 
family  also  had  no  knowledge  of 
Theodore’s  whereabouts20.  Breen,  writing 
in  the  January  1952  Numismatist,  stated 


that  Jones  was  dead.  This  seems  to  be  a 
“factlet”  that  Breen  may  have  invented 
since  it  lends  a  tragic  note  to  the  story. 
Breen’s  source  material,  a  file  in  the 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  in  Baltimore, 
can  still  be  found  in  rhe  same  room 
where  Breen  examined  it  50  years  ago’1. 
The  file  makes  no  reference  to  Jones’ 
death.  We  did  find  a  death  certificate  for 
a  Theodore  Jones  in  Baltimore  dated  De- , 
cember  17,  1947,  but  that  Theodore 
Jones  was  identified  as  an  African- 
American  World  War  I  veteran  horn  in 
1897.  Perhaps  this  was  Breen’s  source. 
Some  facts  may  never  be  known. 

NOTES 

'The  legal  proceedings  related  to  this 
hoard  took  place  primarily  in  Baltimore 
City  Circuit  Court  # 2 .  The  relevant  case 
numbers  are  22629A,  20009A,  20345. 5A, 
and  2 1483 A.  Case  2 1483 A  contains  a  full 
chronology  of  the  legal  battle  which  was 
invaluable.  This  material  is  available  at  the 
Maryland  State  Archives  in  Annapolis, 
MD. 

2In  preparing  this  article  we  relied 
heavily  on  the  local  newspaper  coverage  of 
the  story  between  1934  and  1937.  Crude 
indexes  for  the  Baltimore  Sun  and  Evening 
Sun  exist  for  this  period  and  were  quite 
helpful.  We  also  found  useful  information 
in  the  New  York  Times  and  its  associated 
index. 

Pennsylvania  birth  records  are  re¬ 
stricted  to  next  of  kin,  otherwise  we  might 
have  learned  more  of  Jones’  history.  From 
his  age  being  stated  at  various  times  by  the 
press,  Jones  appears  to  have  been  born  be¬ 
tween  February  and  September,  1918. 
From  Social  Security  records,  it  appears 
that  Bessie  Jones,  Theodore’s  mother,  was 
bom  Bessie  Carson  in  May,  1894  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Ohio,  about  100  miles 
west  of  Pittsburgh. 

4The  US  federal  census  for  1920  is 
available  on  the  Internet  at  the  commer¬ 
cial  website  Ancestry.com.  For  1920,  the 
census  is  formatted  as  a  reverse  directory  of 
Baltimore,  listing  city  inhabitants  accord¬ 
ing  to  street  and  house  number. 

5Ken  Lowe  was  the  author  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  per  a  phone  conversation  with  Out 
On  A  Limb  co-author  Myron  Xenos,  1/14/ 

02.  Lowe  did  an  admirable  job  of  tracking 
down  references  to  the  Baltimore  hoard  in 
the  numismatic  press,  especially  since  the 
Bass  Numismatic  Periodicals  Index  had 
not  yet  been  compiled. 

President  Roosevelt  signed  Executive 
Order  6102  on  April  5,  1933,  which  or¬ 
dered  all  Americans  to  turn  in  U.S.  gold 
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coins  to  the  government  in  exchange  for 
currency.  This  eventually  leJ  to  the  com¬ 
plete  abandonment  of  the  gold  standard. 
However,  the  order  specifically  exempted 
gold  coins  with  special  values  to  collectors. 

Breen  summarized  the  catalogue  of 
the  Fuller  auction  (held  May  2,  1935)  in 
the  January,  1952  Numismatist.  There  are 
two  counting  errors  in  his  total.  First,  he 
counts  four  1850  quarter  eagles,  while  the 
catalogue  contains  only  three,  in  lots  343- 
345.  Second,  he  over  counts  the  gold  dol¬ 
lars,  specifically  the  1854  dollars,  by  1 14- 
This  was  the  result  of  an  ambiguity  in  the 
catalogue.  Lot  393  is  described  as  “1851 
to  1856  $1.00  both  sizes  of  1854  6  each 
42  pieces,”  while  Lot  394  is  described  as 
“1851  to  1856  $1.00  both  sizes  of  1854  5 
each  30  pieces.”  In  counting  coins  by 
date,  Breen  attributed  both  sizes  of  the 
1854  dollar  to  lot  394  and  subsequent 
lots.  In  other  words,  he  counted  five  coins 
for  each  date  and  type  in  the  lot  ( 10  coins 
total  for  the  1854),  coming  up  with  an 
over  count  of  35  coins  for  the  entire  lot 
instead  of  30  coins.  He  repeated  this  error 
through  Lot  408.  Looking  over  the  dollar 
section  of  the  catalog,  the  intention  of 
the  cataloguer  is  clear:  he  starts  with  nine 
coin  groupings,  then  to  eight,  to  seven, 
and  so  on.  At  Lot  394,  he  clearly  switches 
from  seven  to  six  coin  groupings.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  prices  realized  do  not  help  to 
clarify  the  issue  since  they  were  published 
on  a  “per  coin”  basis  for  multiple  coin 
lots,  which  was  not  an  unusual  practice  at 
that  time.  What  is  left  unresolved  is  that 
we  don’t  know  which  type  of  1 854  dollars 
are  represented  in  these  lots.  The  cata¬ 
loguer  indicated  “both  sizes,”  but  in  real¬ 
ity  must  have  meant  “both  types  repre¬ 
sented,”  rather  than  “5  coins  of  each 
type.” 

8It  appears  that  at  some  time  between 
the  legal  accounting  and  the  auction  that 
a  five  dollar  coin  was  found  in  the  one  dol¬ 
lar  group  and  moved  to  the  five  dollar 
group.  As  some  of  the  coins  were  stuck  to¬ 
gether,  it  seems  quite  plausible  that  an  ex¬ 
tra  five  dollar  coin  amid  2,840  one  dollar 
coins  might  not  have  immediately  stuck 
out,  especially  given  press  accounts  that 
many  were  so  corroded  that  dates  and 
mintmarks  could  not  be  determined  until 
the  coins  were  treated.  Given  this  and  the 
authors  theory  that  Fuller  held  out  50  gold 
dollars  for  his  own  use,  the  court  records 
and  author’s  count  of  the  auction  cata¬ 
logue  match  exactly. 

’This  radio  appearance  was  noted  by 
the  press,  hut  we  found  no  summary  of  the 
actual  contents  of  the  interview.  Perhaps  a 
radio  archive  in  Baltimore  exists  with  an 
audio  recording  -  unlikely,  hut  an  intrigu¬ 
ing  thought  nonetheless. 


K  By  the  1940s,  the  Secret  Service 
claimed  to  have  a  much  more  thorough 
understanding  of  exactly  what  they  could 
and  couldn’t  do  (or  perhaps  more  accu¬ 
rately  what  they  could  get  away  with),  as 
evidenced  hy  their  meticulous  efforts  in 
chasing  down  1933  double  eagles  which 
had  escaped  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  This  is 
covered  in  fascinating  detail  hy  Stack’s  &. 
Sotheby’s  auction  catalogue  “The  1933 
Double  Eagle”  (New  York,  July,  2002). 

"While  the  evidence  may  fall  short  of 
a  legal  standard,  our  opinion  is  that  the 
gold  was  buried  hy  Saulsbury.  The  evi¬ 
dence  is  strong  that  he  would  do  such  a 
thing,  and  the  odds  that  someone  who  just 
happened  to  live  in  the  house  for  a  short 
time  before  he  did,  and  who  just  happened 
to  have  buried  a  large  quantity  of  gold,  are 
rather  long.  Indeed,  on  appeal,  four  out  of 
eight  judges  disagreed  with  the  O’Dunne 
decision.  This  is  reminiscent  of  the  differ¬ 
ing  “criminal”  and  “civil”  standards  for  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  public  is  now  quite  well  fa¬ 
miliar  with  due  to  certain  recent  high  pro¬ 
file  cases.  So,  while  perhaps  not  meeting 
the  legal  standard,  we  strongly  feel  that  the 
Saulsbury  evidence  meets  the  “common 
sense”  standard. 

"Detailed  accounts  of  the  hoard  con¬ 
tents  have  appeared  elsewhere  and  we  will 
not  repeat  them  here.  See  Breen  (Numis¬ 
matist,  January  1952),  or  Bowers  (American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards). 

’’Again,  the  exact  total  is  elusive. 
Bowers  and  Breen  both  give  the  total  as 
$19,558.75,  while  court  and  press  records 
give  the  figure  of  $19,746. 1 5.  The  author’s 
double  checked  tally  of  the  catalog  and 
prices  realized  list  was  $19,644-40.  The  50 
gold  dollars  held  out  by  Fuller  were  appar¬ 
ently  paid  for  at  $2  each,  though  this  still 
leaves  a  $1.75  discrepancy  between  our 
tally  and  the  court  record.  The  catalogue 
contains  obvious  typographical  errors,  as 
Lot  253  in  the  catalogue  and  Lot  207  in 
the  prices  realized  list  are  misnumbered.  It 
is  possible  that  the  prices  realized  list  is  not 
100%  accurate. 

HThe  Merrills  were  Baltimore  resi¬ 
dents  apparently  attracted  by  the  initial 
publicity  of  the  case.  Yale  Merrill  stated 
that  he  had  gotten  interested  enough  in 
numismatics  to  do  further  reading  on  the 
subject  at  the  library.  As  far  as  contact¬ 
ing  the  Rummels,  he  testified  in  court, 
“Some  time  in  June  [1935]  my  brother 
Eli  suggested  the  idea  to  me,  after  read¬ 
ing  the  papers,  that  the  finders  of  this 
gold  trove  might  have  some  of  the  coins 
given  them  in  the  auction.  He  suggested 
we  go  down  and  possibly  buy  them.  1  had 
seen  in  coin  catalogues,  and  I  also  had 
read  in  the  federal  gold  clause,  that  any¬ 
one  had  the  right  to  have  gold  coins 


with  numismatic  value.  So  we  went 
down  and  negotiated  the  purchases,  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  transaction  was  a  perfectly 
legitimate  deal." 

'Telephone  interview  with  John 
Groh,  Jr.,  who  still  lives  in  Baltimore,  on  3/ 
26/02  and  10/7/02.  John  Groh,  Jr.  is  a 
nephew  of  Henry  Groh.  Henry  had  two 
sisters,  Gertrude  and  Emma,  and  one 
brother,  John  Groh,  Sr.  Although  not  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case, 
John  Groh,  Jr.  strongly  believes  that  there 
was  only  one  find  and  that  his  father 
would  not  have  left  out  such  a  remarkable 
detail  when  telling  him  about  the  hoard. 

l6From  1935  until  his  death  in  1948, 
Elder  held  forth  in  a  monthly  column  in 
Hobbies  Magazine,  “Recollections  of  an 
Old  Collector."  This  is  a  remarkably  de¬ 
tailed  archive  of  his  experiences  as  a  long¬ 
time  dealer,  in  contrast  to  his  terse  auction 
cataloging  style  (for  example,  in  his  sale  of 
4/11/35,  Lot  2,160,  he  catalogues  a  1907 
high  relief  $20  gold  piece  as  “Kind 
wouldn’t  stack"). 

"Thomas  Elder  sales  6/22/35,  10/25/ 

35,  6/19/36,  12/1  1/36,  1/20/37,  4/1/37,  5/ 
13/37,  and  5/14/38. 

18 Hobbies  Magazine,  March  1939,  p.  88. 

’’Elder  also  traveled  to  Dahlonega, 
GA,  as  per  his  article  in  The  Numismatist 
(March  1939,  p.  169).  His  trip  to 
Rutherford  ton,  NC  was  described  in  sev¬ 
eral  installments  in  Hobbies  Magazine  and 
was  also  mentioned  in  his  sale  of  1/28/38, 
Lot  981. 

“Email  from  David  R.  Rummel,  Sr.,  5/ 
18/2002.  His  uncle,  Philip  Rummel,  was 
the  stepfather  of  Theodore  Jones.  Al¬ 
though  having  little  knowledge  of 
Theodore  (who  was  only  known  to  him  as 
“the  boy  who  dug  up  the  gold”),  our  corre¬ 
spondent  noted  that  Theodore’s  step-fa¬ 
ther,  Philip  Rummel,  died  when  falling 
down  drunk  in  front  of  a  street  car. 

2'The  file  is  titled  “Treasure  Trove”  and 
is  maintained  in  the  Maryland  Room  of 
the  lihrary.  It  consists  of  several  clippings 
from  the  Baltimore  newspapers  detailing 
parts  of  the  story.  We  were  amazed  that 
this  file  still  existed,  and  rather  suspected 
that  we  were  the  first  ones  to  look  at  it 
since  Walter  Breen  did. 
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Only  a  few  hundred  copies  remain! 


A  California  Gold  rush  History 


featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 


A  message  from  Dave  Bowers 

Take  the  greatest  gold  coin  treasure  ever  found,  add  to  it  the  greatest  gold  ingot 
treasure  ever  found,  blend  in  the  incredible  saga  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  and  its 
loss  at  sea,  add  the  story  of  the  Columbus-America  Discovery  Group  and  how  the 
long-lost  ship  was  found  7,200  feet  down  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  its  treasure 
recovered,  and  you  have  part  of  the  thrilling  narrative  in  this  book. 

With  a  budget  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  Dwight  Manley  and 
the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group  commissioned  me  to  create  a  book  that 
would  not  only  include  the  S.S.  Central  America  saga,  but,  far  beyond  that,  would 
encompass  one  of  the  most  dynamic,  most  memorable  eras  in  American  history — 
the  California  Gold  Rush. 

While  1  believe  that  the  book  would  stand  on  its  own  no  matter  how  it  was 
presented,  it  is  incredible  that  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group  spared  no 
expense  in  creating  a  large  fully  color  illustrated  volume  of  1,051  pages  in  length — 
printed  on  high  quality  paper  and  in  a  quality  bindings.  The  book  weighs 
approximately  11  pounds! 

At  the  2002  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention,  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  new  book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S. 

Central  America ,  completely  swept  the  field  for  awards — taking  away  the  Rob¬ 
ert  Friedberg  Award,  the  highest  literary  award  given  by  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award 
given  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

I  hope  you  will  add  a  copy  to  your  personal  library.  I  believe  it  will  be  enjoyed  by  you  for  many  years  and  will  become  a  “treasure" 
in  its  own  right.  And,  your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  If  after  you  receive  your  copy  you  could  send  me  a  note,  I  would  love 
to  hear  from  you.  In  this  book  I  feel  that  1  am  sharing  part  of  my  life! 


Here  is  a  summary  of  the  book: 


Length:  1,051  pages. 

High  quality  glossy  paper. 

Full  color  throughout  the  book — including  gold 
coins  and  ingots. 

Large  format  pages. 

Beautiful  hardbound  quality. 

Fully  annotated  and  indexed. 


Produced  at  an  expense  involving  nearly 
$500,000  in  research  and  preparation. 

An  unsurpassed,  unequalled  “grand”  book  you  will 
treasure  forever! 

27  chapters  plus  four  appendices. 

Signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Print  run:  about  5,000  copies 


Comprehensive  information  concerning 
private  and  federal  gold  coins  of  the  era. 

Details  on  mints  and  assay  offices. 

Much  information  never  before  available  in 
a  single  volume. 


•  Now  nearly  sold  out! 

•  List  price:  $199  (plus  $10  shipping).  With  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  discount:  $160  (plus  $10  shipping). 


Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993 
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half  Dimes 

Our  selection  of  half  dimes  emphasizes  the 
Liberty  Seated  series,  although  a  couple  of  earlier 
issues  will  merit  attention. 

Half  Dime  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837.  By  Russell  J. 
Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey.  A  first-class  refer¬ 
ence  by  two  of  numismatics’  most  accomplished 
authors.  Packed  with  great  reading  on  this  obscure  but 
fascinating  series,  not  rehashes  of  “population  re¬ 
ports,”  but  solid,  useful  information  that  will  appeal  to 
anyone  with  a  sense  of  numismatic  tradition,  history, 
art,  and  technicalities.  293  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100.  List  $75,  before  your 
discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes.  By  A1  Blythe.  Everything  the  interested  collec¬ 
tor  needs  to  know  about  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes, 
including  information  about  die  varieties.  168  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Logan  McCloskey- 10,  Valentine-4.  R-2. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  This  extremely  attractive 
Flowing  Hair  half  dime  is  certain  to  please 
the  specialist  or  type  collector.  Pale  gray  sur¬ 
faces  are  framed  hy  lovely  blue  and  iridescent 
peripheral  toning.  Considerable  lustre  re¬ 
mains  visible,  and  only  a  few  very  minor 

abrasions  are  noted . 4,500 

1 832  LM-5,  V-8.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous.  The  obverse  is  quite  well 
struck,  including  the  star  centers,  date,  and 
curls.  The  reverse  has  some  lightness,  as  nor¬ 


mal  for  this  variety,  at  the  upper  left  of  the 
eagle.  The  entire  coin  is  very  attractive  to  the 
eye  and  has  a  great  amount  of  life.  A  highly 
important  piece  for  the  variety  collector  as 
well  as  someone  seeking  a  choice  example  for 

a  type  set .  1,100 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-61  (NGC). 
Attractive  light  gray  with  brilliant  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 675 

1845  AU-53 .  129 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  with 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  lovely  example  of 

this  With  Arrows  design  type . 630 

1856  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example 
with  satiny  lustre  beneath  ivory  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  The  obverse  and  reverse  borders 
lack  definition,  as  usually  seen.  This  example 
represents  the  first  year  of  the  With  Stars 
design  after  arrows  were  removed  beside  the 
date.  Some  consider  the  With  Stars  design 
with  reduced  weight  to  be  a  separate  type  is¬ 
sue  from  the  earlier  higher  weight  standard, 
thus  this  is  technically  a  first  year  of  issue 

type  coin .  1,295 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  ivory  lustre . 635 

1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow 
toning  on  obverse  with  peripheral  toning 
on  reverse.  Modified  style  this  year  only 
(with  slightly  slimmer  arms  to  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty,  etc.) . 800 

Brilliant  Gem  1864  Half  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1864  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur  of  Liberty  Seated  halt  dimes.  A 
fully  brilliant  example  with  frosty  silver  lus¬ 
tre  and  pristine  surfaces.  Only  48,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date  were  minted  for  intended 
circulation,  and  few  actually  found  their  way 
into  commerce.  During  the  Civil  War,  silver 
and  gold  coins  were  hoarded  as  security  to¬ 
ward  an  uncertain  future.  PCGS  has  graded 


just  six  examples  with  a  single  finer  MS-67 
coin . 3,500 


Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  includes  several  no¬ 
table  early  pieces  commencing  with  the  Capped 
Bust  and  Liberty  Seated  issues,  a  number  of  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes  of  interest  and  importance,  and  then 
a  truly  notable  selection  of  Mercury  dimes.  Read, 
contemplate,  and  then  place  your  order.  You  will 
be  delighted  with  the  quality! 

Dime  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  numismatic 
researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be  found  on 
every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices.  An  indis¬ 
pensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  By 
Brian  Greer.  A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and  mintmark 
is  covered,  including  grading,  major  variety  analysis, 
history,  and  scarcity.  185  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BGR-222.  List  $36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenhaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes.  By  John  A. 
Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn.  The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  varieties.  Di¬ 
vided  into  three  important  sections  with  value  charts  for 
all  varieties  covered.  1 20  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  hound. 
Stock  No.  BFL-302.  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsuv 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

How  To  Order 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-58^-S  3 1 9 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 
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Early  dimes 

Choice  1814  JR- 3  Dime 
ST ATESOF AMERICA  Variety 


1814  Large  Date.  John  Reich-3.  MS-64 

(NGC).  This  lovely  example  has  strong  cen¬ 
tral  design  features  with  very'  slight  peripheral 
weakness.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
highly  lustrous  with  ivory  surfaces.  Variety 
with  STATES  OF  AMERICA  closely 
spaced,  appearing  as  one  long  word. ..  5,750 
1814  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly 
lustrous  with  light  silver  surfaces  and  attrac¬ 
tive  gray  toning.  Splashes  of  amber  at  left 
obverse . 975 

Outstanding  1821  JR-6  Dime 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

1821  JR-6.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly 
lustrous  with  delicate  heather,  gold,  and  tinges 
of  iridescent  toning.  Well  struck.  A  superb 
specimen  from  any  and  all  aspects,  one  of  the 
finest  seen  of  this  date  and  variety.  A  find  for 
the  specialist  as  well  as  anyone  who  enjoys  su¬ 
perb  quality  in  a  silver  coin  of  this  era.  3,925 

Gem  Mint  State  1829  Dime 


1829  Medium  IOC.  JR-12.  Rarity-3.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  example  has  out¬ 
standing  frosty  lustre  with  mostly  silver  sur¬ 
faces  and  taint  champagne  toning . 6,595 

Choice  1830  Dime 
John  Reich-3 


1830  Medium  10C.  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned  obverse  with  a  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks.  Tire  surfaces  exhibit  satiny  lustre. 
The  reverse  of  this  example  is  fully  brilliant 
and  pristine  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
Graded  separately,  we  would  call  the  reverse 
at  least  MS-66! .  2,695 

As  *  point  of  clarification,  this  variety  is  described 
by  PCGS  is  i  "Medium  10C”  variery,  which  is 
equivalent  to  the  “Large  IOC”  variety  described  in  the 
Guide  Book 


1831  JR-5.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lov  'ely  example 

with  strong  lustre  beneath  deep  iridescent 
toning . 895 

1832  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

pleasing  grayish  brow-n  toning.  This  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  common  variety,  however,  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate  in  higher  grades .  795 

Gem  Mint  State  1833  Dime 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1833  JR-6.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  white  gem 

with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  All  design 
elements  are  very  sharply  defined.  This  die 
marriage  is  considered  common,  except  that 
there  are  no  common  1833  dimes  in  gem  con¬ 
dition.  This  is  an  extremely  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  not  only  for  the  die  variety  specialist, 
but  for  date  and  type  collectors  as  well.  PCGS 
has  graded  just  14  MS-65  examples  of  this  date 
and  only  three  finer .  6,500 

1834  JR-1.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 

example  with  subdued  satin  lustre  and  pale 
amber  toning .  775 

Choice  Mint  State  1835  Dime 


1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with 
golden  brown  at  the  centers  and  delightful 
peripheral  toning.  Minor  surface  marks  are 
expected  at  this  grade  level . 2,595 

Lustrous  1835  JR-5  Dime 

1835  JR-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  surfaces,  some  contact  marks  typical  for 
the  grade,  sharply  struck,  and  a  coin  with  a 
great  deal  of  “life.”  An  ideal  representative  of 
the  MS-63  category .  1,595 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Delicate 

golden  and  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
The  reverse  is  a  gorgeous  lilac  with  whispers 
of  blue.  A  lovely  example  of  this  date  and 
variety,  ideal  for  the  half  dime  specialist  as 
well  as  for  the  type  set  collector . 469 

1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (ANACS).  629 

1836  JR-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  lustre 
hidden  beneath  attractive  iridescence.  469 

1837  JR-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  with 

sharp  design  features.  Satiny  lustre  remains 
visible  beneath  the  toning .  895 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1 844  VF-20  (ANACS).  Natural  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  champagne  toning.  A  nice 
little  “Orphan  Annie”  coin! . 975 

Orphan  Annie  dime.  This  is  the  nickname  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  of  this  date.  •  The  first  edition  of  A 
Guide  BookofUrutedStatesComs,  1947,  had  the  following 
to  say:  "ORPHAN  ANNIE  DIME.  The  record  shows 
that  72,500  dimes  were  minted  in  1844-  For  some 


mysterious  reason  very  few  oi  these  dimes  are  still 
available,  and  old  collectors  state  that  they  have  been  a 
scarce  item  hack  as  far  as  can  be  remembered.  The  dimes 
of  1846,  for  instance,  arc  much  more  plentiful  though 
less  than  half  as  many  were  struck.  Many  explanations 
have  been  advanced,  but  none  has  been  proved.” 

Frank  C.  Ross,  contributor  for  a  long  time  of  the 
coin  column  in  Hobbies  magazine,  is  generally  credited 
tor  coming  up  with  the  designation. 


Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Dime 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  amazing 
gem  quality  example  of  this  rare  date  with 
fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  sharply  struck.  This  is  a  very  low  mint¬ 
age  issue  with  just  95,000  coins  produced. 
NGC  has  only  certified  15  examples  at  this 

grade  level  with  12  finer . 3,195 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint  State 
coin  with  lustrous  surfaces  enhanced  by  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning.  Nicely  struck. 

A  truly  great  dime  of  this  date . 995 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  satiny 
surfaces .  1,395 


Gem  Proof  1864  Dime 
Important  Civil  War  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1864  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  amazing  aesthetic 
appeal.  Fully  brilliant  with  deep  mirrored 
fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  Tied  with 
one  other  for  finest  cameo  Proof  certified  by 

PCGS . 2,250 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  Proof  example  with  considerable  eye 
appeal.  An  outstanding  example  that  is  sure 
to  please .  1,175 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive 
Mint  State  example  with  natural  silver  gray 
lustre  and  traces  of  iridescent  toning.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  nine  examples  with  only 
four  finer .  1,095 

Barber  Dimes  _ 

The  Barber  design — named  tor  Charles  Barber 
(later  to  become  the  nemesis  of  Teddy  Roosevelt), 
whose  initial  B  appears  on  the  neck  truncation 
was  adopted  in  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  halt 
dollar  series  in  1892.  There  were  no  advance 
announcements,  no  design  contests,  no  fanfare, 
and  the  new  motif  came  a>  a  surprise  to 
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numismatists.  There  was  relatively  little  stir  in 
public  circles,  even  though  it  meant  a  change  from 
the  Liberty  Seated  design  that  had  been  in  use 
since  the  late  18)0s.  Instead,  most  attention  was 
focused  upon  the  new  1892  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition  commemorative  half  dollar. 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892 
and  continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is 
eminently  collectible — except  for  the  rare  1 894' 
S.  All  of  the  others  range  from  readily  available 
to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to 
market  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we 
offer  a  selection  of  interesting  pieces. 


Cameo  Proof  1892  Dime 


1892  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  exception¬ 
ally  attractive  cameo  with  brilliant  silver 
devices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Just  a 
trace  of  toning  is  noted.  If  you  have  been 
searching  for  just  the  right  Barber  dime  for 
your  type  collection,  we  recommend  a  quick 
phone  call  to  get  this  example  on  its  journey 

to  your  mailbox .  2,395 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  coin  for  the 

date  or  type  collector . 279 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  very  faint  champagne  toning 
over  brilliant  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue.  ..  729 

1894-0  VF-20.  Light  gray  with  iridescent  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 235 

Mint  State  1895-S  Dime  Rarity 


1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  subliminal  toning.  A  scarce  and  popular 
issue.  This  example  ranks  very  high  among 
known  examples  of  the  issue.  It  is  a  “look  at 
it  and  you  will  want  to  own  it”  type  of  coin, 
it  is  that  nice! . 2,995 


“A  good  hook  is  the 
precious  lifeblood  of  a 
master  spirit,  em¬ 
balmed  and  trea¬ 
sured  up  on  purpose 
to  a  life  beyond 
life.” 

John  Milton  [1608-16741 

See  our  hook  section  page  96 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1898  Dime 


1898  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof 
example  has  exceptional  cameo  contrast 
with  very  faint  iridescent  toning.  Only  one 
finer  cameo  Proof  example  has  been  certified 

by  PCGS . 2,175 

1899-0  EF-45  (AN ACS).  Light  gray  with  irides¬ 
cent  peripheral  toning .  199 

Cameo  Proof  1901  Dime 
1901  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  Proof  with  desirable  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Fully  brilliant  with  amazing  cameo 

contrast . 2,250 

1901  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  impressive  cameo 
Proof  with  ivory  lustre  at  central  obverse  and 
reverse,  highlighted  by  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence . 950 


Choice  1901-0  Barber  Dime 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample,  sharply  struck  and  with  satiny  white 
lustre.  Although  from  a  relatively  high 
mintage  in  excess  of  five  million  coins,  very 
few  survivors  remain  in  MS-60  or  finer  qual¬ 
ity . 2,150 

Superb  1904  Dime 
Gem  Circulation  Strike 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  Absolutely  su¬ 
perb  quality — a  lovely  example  of  a  coin  that 
is  by  no  means  rare  in  lower  grades,  hut 
which  is  seldom  seen  in  this  combination  of 
high  numerical  designation,  lustrous  surfaces, 
and  eye  appeal . 2,450 

1907- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  l  vely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  sharp  design  features. 
Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue  are  quite 
elusive . 659 

1908  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  lustre  with 
frosty  devices  anil  satiny  fields.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this 
gem . 625 

1908- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  scarce  Denver  Mint 


issue  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  light  gold 

toning . 675 

1909  MS-65  (PC  C  iS).  Brilliant  ivory  lustri  5^5 


Gem  1910-S  Barber  Dime 


1910-S  MS-65  (NGC ').  An  extraordinarily  beau 
tiful  gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  trace  of  amber  toning 
is  noted  along  the  borders.  A  scarce  date,  sel- 

dom  encountered  in  gem  quality .  2,350 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous, 
the  fields  being  somewhat  satiny.  Needle- 
sharp  strike.  A  delightful  example  of  the  191 2- 
S  dime,  a  coin  combining  superb  eye  appeal 
with  relatively  high  numerical  grade  and  very 
reasonable  current  market  price .  545 

Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  interesting  and 
desirable  Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high  quality, 
including  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice 
examples  from  the  1930s  to  1945.  A  date  and 
mintmark  collection  toward  the  end  of  the  series, 
beginning  in  19)4,  can  he  assembled  for  very  low 
cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 


Wondrous  1916  Mercury  Dime 


1916  Mercury.  MS-68  FB  (NGC).  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  1916  Mercury  dimes  we  have 
ever  handled.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
frosty  white  lustre,  and  all  details  are  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  new 
design  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman .  ),950 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

very  light  toning . 89 

1917  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  1  39 

1918- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre . 629 

1919- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre . 695 

1921  EF-45  (ANACS).  Light  gray  with  hints  of 
peripheral  iridescent  toning .  595 

1923  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  lovely  peripheral  toning.  299 

1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  quality 
with  brilliant  white  lustre .  595 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Fairly 
decent  strike,  about  as  well  struck  as  one  can 
get  without  entering  the  Full  Split  Bands 
designation.  Niie! .  4^5 
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1925-D  EF-40  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces .  119 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light 

gold  toning . 329 

1929- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  champagne  toning.  An  absolutely 
splendid  example  of  this  issue  from  the  late 
1920s.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  hut  this  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  numerical  grade  and  superb  eye 
appeal  is  not  easy  to  find .  595 

1936-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous . 379 

1936- S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  w'ith 

attractive  champagne  toning . 695 

1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  Proof  with 
brilliant  surfaces  accented  by  peripheral  iri¬ 
descent  toning . 775 

1937  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre .  169 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1937- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Outstanding  qual¬ 

ity  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  Just  five 
coins  have  been  graded  higher . 299 

1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  iridescent  toning .  195 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

splashes  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  179 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Proof 

with  deeply  reflective  mirrored  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  highly  attractive . 469 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white.  69 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1940-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
gem  with  superb  surfaces  and  frosty  white 
lustre.  Just  eight  finer  examples  have  been 

certified  hy  PCGS .  179 

1942/1  FS-010.7.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gray- 
surfaces  with  considerable  lustre.  An  impor¬ 
tant  and  highly  popular  variety . 995 

1942/1  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 
with  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold 

toning . 875 

1942/1  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 

with  considerable  lustre .  799 

1942/1  VF-35  (PCGS).  Natural  deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 485 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  Proof  ex¬ 
ample . 439 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

We  have  bought  many  very  nice  Roosevelt 
dimes  including  examples  of  extraordinary- 
quality  certified  hy  PCGS.  If  you  are  a  specialist 
in  this  series  or  are  thinking  of  becoming  one, 


some  nice  coins  await  you. 

1946-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1951  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  79 

1953-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
touch  of  very  light  champagne  toning.  ..  29 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  Proof 
example  with  brilliant  surfaces  and  a  wisp  of 


toning  on  the  obverse .  115 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  slightly  prooflike 

with  brilliant  lustre . 39 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  129 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Twenty-Cent 

PIECES 

The  twenty-cent  piece  was  the  shortest  lived 
of  all  regular  United  States  coin  denominations. 
Although  mintage  extended  from  1875  to  1878, 
most  were  released  only  in  the  first  year,  1875. 
This  denomination,  a  “good  idea”  at  the  outset, 
lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  amidst  complaints 
that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with  the 
nearly  identical  quarter  dollar. 

Twenty-cent  piece  reference: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  section  on  twenty-cent  pieces 
is  necessarily  short,  but  essential  reading — all  a  part  of 
this  worthwhile  volume.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Attractive  Proof  1875  20  Cents 

1875  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Silver  surfaces  with  a 
whisper  of  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  A 
nice  example  at  this  numerical  grade,  a  coin 
with  a  great  deal  of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal. 

Jim  m.  writes 

Good  morning! 

I  purchased  your  1920-D 
Standing  Liberty  Quarter 
MS64FH,  and  I  received  the  coin 
in  yesterday’s  mail.  I  would  like  to 
thank  you  for  the  incredibly  fast 
delivery  you  provided  and  also 
tell  you  that  the  only  word  I  can 
think  of  to  describe  this  coin  is 
WOW! 

It’s  truly  a  beauty.  I  can’t  wait 
to  show  it  off  to  my  friend  Mr.  J  H 
Cline  of  SLQ  fame.  Thanks 
again,  and  I  look  forward  to  or¬ 
dering  again  soon. 

Jim  M. 


Important  as  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this 
short-lived  denomination .  1,295 

Mint  State  1875  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  Issue 
1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces 
with  peripheral  rose  toning.  The  first  issue  of 
this  very  short-lived  series,  with  circulation 
strike  coinage  only  minted  for  two  years. 
Among  all  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  only 
the  1875  San  Francisco  Mint  coin  can  be 
considered  common.  This  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  is  seldom  seen  in  choice  or  gem  Mint 

State  quality .  1,950 

1875  Net  VF-35.  Sharpness  finer  although 
cleaned.  Pleasing  peripheral  toning  is  present 

on  both  sides .  169 

1875  VF-35.  Light  gray  surfaces .  169 

1875  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces. .  139 

1875-CC  VG-10.  Lightly  cleaned .  100 


Gem  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


1875-S  Breen-3875.  “$”  Variety.  MS-65 

(NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre  and  sharp  design  features.  This  example 
has  a  recut  mintmark,  the  small  S  first  tilted 
to  the  left,  then  punched  in  the  proper  up¬ 
right  position.  A  very  popular  variety. 4,500 
1875-S/S.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Fully  lustrous 
with  faint  gold  toning.  This  variety  has  a 
doubled  mintmark  on  the  reverse,  along  with 
remnants  of  digits  75  in  the  obverse  dentils 


below  the  date .  595 

1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Pleasing  quality  with 
lustrous  white  surfaces  and  traces  of  light  gray 

and  champagne  toning .  595 

1875-S  EF-40.  Natural  medium  gray .  189 

1875-S  VF-25.  Light  gray  surfaces .  129 

1875-S  VF-20.  Light  silvery  gray  surfaces.  .  109 

1875-S  VG-10.  A  pleasing  example . 89 

1876  Net  VF-35.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  how'- 

ever,  lightly  cleaned . 239 

1876  VF-30.  Light  gray  with  hints  of  ton¬ 
ing . 219 


Proof  1878  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


1878  Proof-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Proof  with 
slight  cameo  contrast  and  outstanding  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 2,280 
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Quarter  Dollars 

Look  over  our  selection  of  quarters 
carefully,  commencing — with  1806,  and 
continuing  onward  to  include  a  number  of 
worthwhile  pieces  among  later  types.  Please 
realize  that  most  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock, 
and  once  a  piece  is  sold  we  have  no  easy  way  of 
replacing  it  until  another  comes  our  way  by 
chance.  Thus,  order  as  early  as  you  can,  and  if 
you  have  second  choices  in  mind,  let  us  know 
these  as  well. 

Quarter  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  What  else  can  we  say  about  this 
book?  Perhaps  this:  we  cannot  imagine  any  serious 
buyer  of  United  States  coins  without  this  dandy  vol¬ 
ume.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Barber  Quarters.  By 
David  Lawrence.  A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  die?  These 
questions  and  more  are  answered  in  this  guide.  126 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters.  By  J.H.  Cline.  A 
comprehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert  (whose  breathtaking  beauti¬ 
ful  reference  collection  we  had  the  honor  of 
showcasing  at  auction  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List 
$24-95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book:  An  At¬ 
tribution  and  Pricing  Quide.  By  James  Wiles, 
Ph.D.  A  must  for  the  specialist  and  the  serious  or 
beginning  variety  collector.  Each  variety  is  listed 
wi  th  all  you  need  for  enjoyable  and  accurate  attri¬ 
bution.  240  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock 
No.  BWI-400.  List  $40,  before  your  discount. 

The  Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled 
Die  Varieties.  By  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin 
Flynn.  Features  139  of  the  most  desirable  Washing¬ 
ton  quarter  doubled  dies  with  detailed  descriptions, 
cross-referenced  information,  values,  rarity,  and 
more.  The  title,  “best  of,”  sounds  like  a  music 
disc — ’’the  best  of  so-and-so,  not  available  in 
stores."  Perhaps  more  “best  of’  numismatic  titles 
are  in  the  offing?  186  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger 
Rapsus.  This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad 
coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates.  174  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95,  before  your  discount. 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook.  By 
Kenneth  Bressett.  Includes  a  detailed  overview  of 
the  program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs, 
and  more.  90  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No  BBR-555.  List  $4  99,  before  your  discount  (al¬ 


though,  don’t  you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  al¬ 
ready?) 

Early  Quarters 


Lustrous  1806  B-2  Quarter 


1806  Browning-2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is  a 

very  pleasing  example  with  ivory  lustre  and 
peripheral  iridescent  toning.  Slightly  uneven 
strike  with  weakness  at  the  right  side  of  ob¬ 
verse . 2,495 

1807  B-l.  G-6  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  gray 

with  faint  gold  toning .  269 

Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  satiny  white  lustre.  This 
sharply  struck  example  is  a  fine  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  final  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar 
issue .  2,495 

LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS^ 

1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  pleas¬ 
ing  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck.  A 
small  planchet  mark  is  noted  below  the 

digit  1 . 1 ,095 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nearly 
complete  satiny  lustre  is  accented  by  pleasing 
golden  brown  toning .  399 

Important  1855  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  satin  ivory  lustre  and  delightful  periph¬ 
eral  toning.  Just  five  examples  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS  at  this  grade  level  with  an 
additional  five  higher  grade  coins.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 4,495 


Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example,  sharply  '.truck,  and  with 
attractive  satin  lustre.  Faint  traces  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  are  noted  on  each  side.  PCGS 
has  only  graded  14  examples  at  this  numeric 
level,  along  with  six  finer  coins  ranging  up  to 
MS-67 .  2,450 

Mint  State  1870  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of 
just  86,400  circulation  strikes.  The  present 
example  is  tied  with  one  other  for  the  grade, 
and  with  only  six  finer  examples  certified  by 

PCGS .  3,450 

1872  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  highly 
pleasing  deep  rich  gold  throughout.  Some¬ 
what  weakly  struck  at  the  head  w  hich  is  not 
uncommon  for  this  issue.  Although  the  lus¬ 
tre  is  slightly  subdued  by  the  heavy  toning, 
the  warm,  yet  hold,  hue  of  this  piece  makes 
it  a  fine  example .  735 

Mint  State  1873  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  date  or  type  collector  to 
acquire  this  variety.  Fully  lustrous  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  wuth  pleasing  ivory  ton¬ 
ing . 2,475 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 
1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Sharply 
struck,  brilliant,  and  with  satiny  lustre.  A 
delightful  specimen,  a  “high  end"  example  of 
the  first  year  with  arrows  at  date  and  with 
motto  on  the  reverse.  Not  often  seen  this 
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choice,  in  tact  over  the  years  we  have  had 
more  equivalent  Proofs  than  circulation 
strikes .  1,295 

Marvelous  Gem  1874-S  Quarter 
Arrows  at  Date 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck,  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a  treat  to  the 
eye.  Indeed,  what  more  could  be  asked?  This 
delightful,  sparkling  little  gem  is  probably 
from  a  small  group  of  coins  that  came  to  light 
a  number  of  decades  ago,  discussed  at  some 
length  in  Dave  Bowers’  American  Coin  Trea - 
sures  and  Hoards  (a  copy  of  which  is  yours 
gratis  if  you  order  this  coin.  If  not  you  might 
want  to  acquire  it  from  our  Publications  De¬ 
partment).  Such  pieces,  never  common  to 


Ken  Bressett  & 
the  Rare 
Coin  review 

Congratulations  on  your  up¬ 
coming  anniversary. 

I  have  been  a  faithful  reader 
of  Rare  Coin  Review  since  its  in¬ 
ception  and  have  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  each  and  every  issue.  It  is 
by  tar  the  most  informative  and 
enlightening  material  published 
for  coin  collectors.  Nothing 
stodgy  here,  and  no  hard-sell  of 
the  coins  that  are  offered  for  sale. 
It  is  a  magazine  that  I  can  read 
from  cover  to  cover  and  find  ev¬ 
ery  article  and  comment  compre¬ 
hensible  and  of  interest.  The 
only  mystery  to  me  is  how  Dave 
Bowers  manages  to  find  the  time 
to  entertain  us  with  so  many 
unique  articles.  I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  at  least  1  50  more  de¬ 
lightful  issues. 

Ken  Bressett 

Editor,  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S. 
Coins 

Past  president  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association 


begin  with,  are  not  very  widely  dispersed,  and 
only  occasionally  do  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
having  one  for  sale.  The  present  coin  fully 
answers  the  demand  for  superb  quality  while 
at  the  same  time  fits  nicely  into  a  type  set  of 
United  States  coins,  illustrating  the  1873- 
1874  style  with  arrows  at  date  and  motto  on 
reverse . 4,500 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1875  Quarter 


1875  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  one  of 
the  very  finest  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
we  have  handled.  This  is  a  fully  brilliant  gem 

with  exceptional  cameo  contrast . 3,750 

1877-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  beneath 
golden  brown  toning  with  sky  blue  high¬ 
lights.  An  attractive  example  considering  the 
grade.  Very  popular  among  collectors  of 
Carson  City  type  coins . 399 

Gem  Mint  State  1881  Quarter  Dollar 


1881  MS-67  (NGC).  An  amazing  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre  and  outstanding 
iridescent  toning,  especially  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 6,950 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

satiny  silver  lustre  and  wisps  of  attractive 
toning.  A  scarce  date  with  just  13,600 
minted . 795 

1886  Proof-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  Proof  with 

brilliant  surfaces  and  considerable  cameo 
contrast . 575 

Lovely  Gem  1890  Quarter  Dollar 


1890  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  sensational  gem 
example  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully 
brilliant  lustre.  This  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur  and  is  certain  to  please  any 
collector . 3,250 


Barber  Quarters 

Barber  quarters,  minted  from  1892  to  1916, 
have  always  been  popular  with  us  and  with  our 
clients,  too.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
we  present  some  really  nice  pieces,  although  we 
would  like  to  have  more.  Sell  us  some! 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satin  lustre . 799 

Cameo  Proof  1894  Quarter 


1894  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
outstanding  cameo  Proof  for  the  date  or 
type  collector.  Extremely  deep  mirrored 
fields  with  highly  lustrous  devices.  This 
example  is  fully  brilliant.  A  gem  for  the 

connoisseur . 2,475 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
at  this  grade  level  with  extraordinarily  sharp 
design  features.  Fully  brilliant  obverse  with 
bright  silver  lustre.  The  reverse  lustre  is  sub¬ 
dued  by  golden  brown  toning . 695 

Mint  State  1896-0  Quarter 


1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  exceptional  satiny  lustre.  This  is  an  elu¬ 
sive  issue  in  Mint  State  quality.  Certain  to 
please  the  specialist.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that,  in  all  Mint  State  grades,  this  issue  has 
exactly  the  same  PCGS  population  as  its  more 
expensive  cousin,  the  1896-S  issue .  2,250 

Outstanding  1896-S  Quarter  Dollar 
Famous  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures  and  light  iridescent  toning  over  satiny 
white  lustre.  Fully  natural  in  appearance.  The 
1896-S  issue  ranks  as  one  of  the  three  impor 
tant  key  date  issues  among  Barber  quarter 
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dollars  and  in  Mint  State  is  rarer  than  either 
of  its  competitors.  Just  188,039  examples 
were  minted  of  the  1896-S,  third  lowest  in 
the  series  behind  1901-S  and  191  3-S.  From 
this  mintage,  only  about  two  dozen  Mint 
State  1896-S  quarters  have  been  certified  by 
PCGS.  Fewer  were  saved  than  were  those  of 
the  other  two  low-mintage  issues .  7,895 

Important  1896-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1896-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  An  exceptional 
combination  of  grade  and  price,  we  believe 
that  this  example  offers  wonderful  value. 
Light  silvery  gray  with  hints  of  iridescent 

toning . 2,975 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wisps  of  champagne 
toning  over  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  A  de¬ 
lightful  example . 895 

1906-0  MS-65  (fCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  quality  quarter  dollar  with  satin  ivory- 
lustre  and  delightful  iridescent  toning  along 
the  borders.  The  specialist  will  he  delighted 
with  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  gem.  But 
be  sure  to  call  quickly .  1,195 

Standing  liberty 
Quarters 


Gem  191 7-D  Type  II  Quarter  Dollar 


1917- D  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  bril¬ 

liant  gem  example  with  frosty  white  lustre.  A 
very  sharply  struck  coin  that  just  misses  Full 
Head  honors.  An  extraordinary  example  for 
the  connoisseur . 2,575 

1918- D  AU-58.  A  brilliant  example  with  nearly 

complete  lustre .  1 7  5 


Desirable  191 8/7 -S  Quarter  Dollar 


I9I8/7-S  VF-25  (NGC).  Attractive  light  gray 
surfaces  with  devices  outlined  by  darker  gray 


and  iridescent  toning.  Very  sharp  overdate 
features  are  visible.  This  variety  is  quite  scarce 
and  always  in  very  high  demand .  3,350 

Superb  Gem  1 924-D  Quarter 
Nearly  Full  Head  Details 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1 924-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  PCGS 
has  only  graded  eight  MS-67  examples  of 
this  date  (one  of  those  with  full  head)  with 
none  finer.  This  gem  is  fully  lustrous  with 
ivory  surfaces  and  lovely  iridescent  splashes. 
Very  sharply  struck  and  very  nearly  qualify¬ 
ing  as  full  head.  The  shield  is  also  quite 
sharp  with  only  the  slightest  weakness  at 
lower  left . 2,850 

1 924-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  sharp  design  features  and  considerable 
head  details .  795 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1927- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

example  with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre 
and  sharp  design  elements.  Approximately 
90%  full  head  details  are  visible  although 
the  southwest  portion  of  the  shield  is 
weakly  defined.  Such  is  typical  of  most 
coins  from  this  design  type.  Tied  for  finest 
non-full  head  certified  hy  PCGS  with  just 
eight  similar  full  head  coins  certified  hy 
this  service . 1,395 

1928- S  MS-66  (TCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 

gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lus¬ 
tre  and  splashes  of  lovely  iridescent  toning 
along  the  borders,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
Quite  sharply  struck  with  two-thirds  head 
detail  visible.  A  few  shield  rivets  are  poorly- 
defined  as  usual . 939 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  brilliant  ivory  lustre  and  very  light  pe¬ 
ripheral  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  very 
nearly  qualifying  as  full  head . 695 

1929  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 
gem  with  light  silver  lustre  and  faint  gold 
toning . 775 

1929- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant  and  natural  light 
silver  lustre  accented  by  splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  toning  about  the  peripheries.  Typical 
strike  with  approximately  half  of  the  head 
details  visible.  A  few  shield  rivets  are  lack¬ 
ing  detail . 839 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  brilliant  satiny  lustre  and 
splashes  of  gold  toning .  349 


Washington  quarters 

We  h  ave  always  liked  Washington  quarters, 
and  over  the  years  we  have  offered  many  of  them 
for  sale  and  have  written  extensively  about  the 
different  peculiarities  and  other  aspects.  The 
issuance  of  state  reverse  quarters,  including  the 
2000  New  Hampshire  has  propelled  this 
denomination  into  the  forefront  of  interest. 
1932-S  MS-62  (PC  X  IS).  An  important  key  -date 
issue.  This  example  has  brilliant  satin  lustre 
with  attractive  gold  toning.  Very  sharply 

struck .  729 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  mottled  golden  toning  on  the  obverse, 
blended  golden  and  brown  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  very  attractive  example  of  an  early 
Denver  Mint  quarter  dollar  that  is  somewhat 
more  elusive  than  generally  appreciated.  495 

1934- D  MS-64  (NGC').  Highly  attractive  with 

bright  silver  lustre.  A  scarce  issue .  495 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  479 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1938-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  245 

1942- D  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  VF-30.  Light  silver 

surfaces .  399 

1943- S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  lustre.  Doubling 
is  most  readily  seen  on  the  motto . 1 ,195 

1943-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Bright  silver  lustre .  319 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1946- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre . 48 

1947- D  MS-65.  Light  obverse  toning  with  deeper 

iridescent  reverse .  49 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  light  gold 

toning .  59 

1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1949- D  MS-65.  A  pleasing  example  with  light 

ivory  lustre . 69 

1950- D/D  Doubled  Die  reverse.  FS-020.  MS-63 

(ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  minor  reverse  doubled 
die  most  noticeable  among  the  lower  details, 
especially  the  eagle’s  claws .  79 

1950-S/D  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  with  a  splash  of 

heather  toning  on  the  reverse .  375 

1950-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

white  lustre .  49 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  fully 
brilliant .  39 


Set  Registry™  Quality 
1951  -D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
faint  iridescent  toning  over  ivory  lustre.  1  59 
195  3-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  very 

lightly  toned .  89 

1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  subtle 

toning . 99 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  t«nich  of 
pale  gold  at  the  rims.  . .  1 19 
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1954  Proot-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example .  269 

1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  delicate  golden 

gray  surfaces . 99 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  A  common  coin  with  very  uncommon  eye 

appeal .  79 

1999-P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Con¬ 
necticut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and 

Pennsylvania.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 325 

1999-S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  .  165 

1999- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil¬ 

ver:  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  195 

2000- P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Mary¬ 

land,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia,  two  different  mints  for 
each.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  189 

2000-S  Five  piece  State  Quarter  set:  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Virginia.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 


(PCGS).  Each  is  brilliant  and  beautiful  and 
historically  interesting — my  gosh,  there  is 
even  a  New  Hampshire  quarter  included.  Not 
at  all  rare,  hut  very,  very  nice  to  own.  ...  189 

2000-S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil¬ 

ver:  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia.  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  165 

200 1  -P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Ken¬ 
tucky,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Vermont,  two  different  mints  for 
each.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  189 

200 1- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Kentucky, 

New  York,  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Vermont.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 99 

200 1-S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil¬ 
ver:  Kentucky,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  165 


Washington  Quarter 
mint  Errors 


1999-P  Connecticut.  10%  Double  clip.  MS- 

63 .  189 

1999-P  Connecticut.  5%  Triple  clip.  MS- 

63 . 219 

1999-D  Connecticut.  4%  Double  clip.  MS- 

60 .  149 

1999-D  Connecticut.  Broadstruck.  MS-63. .  35 
1999-D  Delaware.  4%  Clip  with  strong  partial 

collar.  MS-63 .  189 

1999-D  Delaware.  4%  Clip  with  additional  mi¬ 
nor  clips.  MS-63 .  1 19 

1999-D  Delaware.  5%  Clip  with  full  partial  col¬ 
lar.  MS-60 . 199 

1999-D  Delaware.  5%  Double  clip  with  partial 

collar.  MS-63 .  219 

1999-P  Georgia.  Broadstruck.  MS-63 . 35 

1999-P  Georgia.  7%  Clip.  MS-60 .  1 19 

1999-P  Georgia.  9%  Double  clip.  MS-60.  .  149 
1999-P  Georgia.  10%  Double  clip.  MS-60.  189 
1999-P  Georgia.  12%  Triple  clip.  MS-63.  .  269 

1999-P  New  Jersey.  4%  Clip.  MS-60 .  1 29 

1999-P  New  Jersey.  5%  Straight  clip  with  partial 

collar.  MS-60 .  279 

1999-D  New  Jersey.  5%  Clip.  MS-60 .  139 

1999-D  New  Jersey.  7%  Double  clip.  MS- 

63 . 169 

1999-D  Pennsylvania.  Partial  collar.  MS-60.49 

1999- D  Pennsylvania.  7%  Clip.  MS-60 .  245 

2000- P  Maryland.  5%  Double  clip.  MS-63.  139 

2000-P  Massachusetts.  15%  Double  clip.  MS- 

60 . 279 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-center 
at  12:00.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  185 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  89 
2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  79 
2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  69 
2000-D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant 


with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 49 

2000-P  South  Carolina.  Broadstruck.  MS- 

63 . 35 

2000-D  South  Carolina.  4%  Clip.  MS-63.  ..  99 


2000-D  South  Carolina.  15%  Clip.  MS-63.219 

2000- P  Virginia.  7%  Double  clip.  MS-63.  .  1 19 

2001- P  Kentucky.  20%  Curved  clip.  MS-63.  259 
200 1-P  New  York.  Double  struck.  Second 

strike  50%  off-center.  MS-63 .  695 

2001-P  North  Carolina.  Struck  5%  off-center. 

MS-65  (PCGS) .  169 

2001-P  North  Carolina.  5%  off-center.  MS-63.  99 

2001 -D  North  Carolina.  8%  Clip.  MS-63.  169 

2001- P  Vermont.  5%  off-center.  MS-63....  159 

2002- D  Tennessee.  Uncentered  Broadstrike. 

MS-63 . 99 


The  Philadelphia  Mint  in  181 1 


Recently  through  the  kindness  ot 
Raymond  V.  Shepherd,  Jr.,  we  had  the 
chance  to  examine  a  book,  The  Picture 
of  Philadelphia,  Giving  an  Account  of  its 
Origin,  Increase  and  Improvements  in 
Arts,  Sciences,  Manufactures,  Com¬ 
merce  and  Revenue,  (this  being  the  first 
part  of  a  long  title),  by  James  Mease, 
M.D.,  published  in  Philadelphia  by  B. 
&  T.  Kite,  20  N.  Third  Street,  1811. 

Dr.  Mease,  who  is  a  name  familiar  to 
numismatic  scholars,  devoted  several 
pages  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  statu¬ 
tory  requirements  for  coinage,  and  re¬ 
lated  items,  some  of  which  was  gleamed 
from  government  reports.  Among  other 
information  was  the  following: 


f  he  first  Mint  as  it  appeared  circa 
1911,  a  century  later 


At  the  first  establishment  of  the  Mint, 
great  difficulties  and  embarrassments  were 
experienced  from  a  variety  of  causes;  but 
time  has  overcome  them  all,  and  it  is  un¬ 
derstood,  that  in  some  respects  the  process 
of  striking  is  more  complete  than  in  most 
other  countries,  England  excepted. 

The  mode  of  hardening  the  dies  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  mint,  and  is  the  discovery  of 
the  present  assistant  coiner,  Mr.  Eckfeldt. 
The  beauty  of  the  coin  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world.  There  is  a  sharpness  and 
cleanness  of  cut,  not  perceptible  in  those 
of  either  France  or  Spain. 

The  annual  expense  of  the  mint  es¬ 
tablishment,  amounts  to  about  20,000 
dollars.  On  the  second  Monday  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  the  commissioner  of  loans,  the  dis¬ 
trict  judge,  and  attorney  general,  are  re¬ 
quired,  by  law,  to  attend  at  the  Mint,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  coins  assayed, 
which  have  been  reserved,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  coins  issued  from 
the  mint,  during  the  past  year,  are  equal 
to  the  standard  fixed  by  law. 

The  present  officers  are,  Director, 
Robert  Patterson.  Treasurer,  Benjamin 
Rush.  Chief  coiner,  Henry  Voight. 
Melter  and  refiner,  Joseph  Cloud. 
Assayer,  Joseph  Richardson.  Engraver, 
Robert  Scott  [Scot]. 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Coin  Quiz 

Questions  Spanning  50  Years 


6.  In  1957  Dave  Bowers  made  na¬ 
tionwide  headlines,  was  on  the  Today 
Show,  and  was  otherwise  publicized  for: 

a.  Paying  the  incredible  price  of  $4,750  for 
a  gem  1894-S  Barber  dime. 

b.  Discovering  the  long-lost  gold  treasure  of 
Superstition  Mountain. 

c.  Being  the  youngest  person  ever  ap¬ 
pointed  as  numismatic  curator  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 


Today  in  2002,  going  on  2003,  we  all 
enjoy  numismatics,  years  ago  called 
“The  world’s  greatest  hobby,”  and  re¬ 
maining  so  today. 

Th  is  issue’s  Coin  Quiz  addresses 
some  events  of  the  past  50  years,  since 
Dave  Bowers  began  collecting  coins  in 
1952.  See  how  many  you  can  identify. 

1 .  In  1960  these  two  events  would 
have  a  dynamic  impact  on  coin  collect¬ 
ing,  one  temporarily  and  the  other  still 
continuing. 

a.  Numismatic  News  began  publishing  in 
full  color.  The  ANA  adopted  the  nu¬ 
merical  grading  system. 

b.  The  “Small  Date”  Lincoln  cents  were 
publicized  nationwide  and  created  a  sen¬ 
sation.  Coin  World,  the  first  weekly  rare 
coin  periodical,  made  its  debut. 

c.  Walter  Breen  published  his  first  re¬ 
search  article,  in  Numisma,  issued  by 
the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  The 
American  Numismatic  Society  resumed 
regular  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics. 

d.  The  West  Point  Mint  was  opened  in 
West  Point,  New  York.  The  Bureau  of 
the  Mint  began  its  program  of  extensive 
new  commemorative  coins  made  for 
collectors. 

2.  This  person  as  been  in  the  forefront 
of  numismatics  for  a  long  time  and  has  cap¬ 
tured  just  about  every  award  worth  having. 
As  we  enjoy  the  obscure  and  little  remem¬ 
bered  facets  of  coin  collecting  and  its  his¬ 
tory,  we  list  some  things  he  did.  Can  you 
figure  out  his  identity.7  In  1966  he  was  the 
author  of  Medalhc  Portraits  of  John  F. 
Kennedy.  A  cartoonist,  among  the  charac¬ 
ters  he  created  was  “Tire  Numismapest.” 
On  November  14,  1960,  he  joined  the  staff 
of  Krause  Publications,  necessitating  a 
move  for  him  and  his  family  from  Worces¬ 
ter,  Massachusetts,  to  lola,  Wisconsin. 


a.  Edward  C.  Rochette. 

b.  David  Harper. 

c.  Kevin  Lipton. 

d.  Waldo  C.  Moore. 

3.  Each  of  these  things  hap¬ 
pened  in  1955,  hut  which 
caused  a  great  sensation  in 
the  same  year? 

a.  The  1955  Double  Die 
Lincoln  cent  was  publi¬ 
cized  and  found  to  be  rare 
and  valuable. 

b.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  was 
set  to  close  its  minting  operations,  appar¬ 
ently  forever,  and  there  was  a  huge  flurry 
of  interest  to  acquire  1955-S  cents  and 
dimes. 

c.  The  Professional  Numismatist  Guild  was 
founded  by  Abe  Kosoff. 

d.  The  Rittenhouse  Society  was  in  its  ger¬ 
mination  stage. 

4-  In  this  year,  1986,  the  field  of 
American  numismatics  would  he  revo¬ 
lutionized  by: 

a.  The  establishment  of  the  Professional 
Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS),  which 
encased  coins  in  plastic  “slabs”  and  as¬ 
signed  a  third  party  opinion  as  to  grade. 

b.  The  founding  of  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter. 

c.  The  announcement  that  Whitman  Pub¬ 
lishing  Co.,  publishers  of  the  Guide  Book, 
would  he  acquired  by  St.  Martin’s  Press. 

d.  The  adoption  of  the  Sheldon  numerical 
grading  service  by  the  ANA. 

5.  The  rare  coin  market  experienced 
a  great  run-up  in  prices  beginning  in 
1960,  culminating  with  a  market  “ad¬ 
justment”  in  1964-  Among  various 
United  States  coins,  this  particular  issue 
was  more  in  the  investment  limelight 
than  any  other: 

a.  1 787  Fugio  copper  cent. 

b.  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent. 

c.  1804  silver  dollar. 

d.  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel. 


d.  Buying  a  group  of  four  1935  double 
eagles  from  a  California  dealer,  and  hav¬ 
ing  them  seized  by  the  Secret  Service. 

7.  Considered  by  quite  a 
few  people  to  have  been 
the  landmark  rare  coin 
auction  event  of  1979- 
1981  was  the  offering  in  a 
series  of  four  sales  of  this 
cabinet,  catalogued  by  Dave 
Bowers  and  staff: 

a.  The  William  Forrester  Dun 
ham  Collection. 

b.  The  Garrett  Collection 
owned  by  The  Johns 
Hopkins  University. 

c.  The  Eliasberg  Collection. 

d.  The  Lorin  G.  Parmelee 
Collection. 

8.  One  day  in  a  telephone  conversa¬ 
tion  in  the  1950s,  B.  Max  Mehl,  vet¬ 
eran  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  dealer,  told 
Dave  Bowers  (who  had  called  to  order 
some  1909-S  Indian  cents  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade  for  $10  each)  that  he: 

a.  Enjoyed  reading  Dave’s  advertisements 
as  they  reminded  him  of  some  of  his  own 
early  efforts. 

b.  Would  like  him  to  come  to  Fort  Worth  to 
buy  his  tokens  and  medals,  these  being 
items  of  only  peripheral  interest  to  Mehl. 

c.  Would  publish  and  furnish  illustrations 
for  a  book,  Coins  and  Collectors,  if  Dave 
would  write  it. 

d.  Would  like  to  have  Dave  take  up  and 
continue  the  publishing  of  the  Star  Rare 
Coin  Encyclopedia. 

9.  “Are  you  going?”  several  dealers 
asked  Dave  Bowers.  In  late  1953  and 
early  1954  the  numismatic  world  was 
excited  about  an  upcoming  event,  and 
dealers  and  collectors  were  forming 
strategies,  endeavoring  to  determine  the 
competition,  and  more,  as  facts  con¬ 
cerning  the  event  were  scarce.  Tins  was: 

a.  The  first  rare  coin  show  to  he  held  in  Las 
Vegas. 

b.  The  Palace  Collection  Sale  in  Cairo, 
Egypt. 
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c.  The  auction  in  Philadelphia  of  the  in¬ 
ventory  formed  years  earlier  by  S.H.  and 
Henry  Chapman  (the  Chapman  broth¬ 
ers). 

d.  The  first  major  offering  of  rare  coins 
from  the  estate  of  Virgil  M.  Brand,  of 
Chicago. 

10.  In  1952  and  1953,  although 


Chet  Krause  with  his  Numismatic  News 
(launched  in  1952)  was  up  and  coming, 
it  is  likely  that  the  three  most  famous 
figures  in  numismatic  publishing  were: 

a.  R.W.  Julian,  Bill  Willoughby,  and  J. 

Oliver  Amos. 

b.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  William  C. 

Prime,  and  A.M.  Davis. 


c.  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  Wayte  Raymond,  and  Ri¬ 
chard  S.  Yeoman. 

d.  Kenneth  W.  Rendell,  Al  Hoch,  and 
Maurice  M.  Gould. 
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Experiences  of  Collecting 


The  following  letter  is  from  M.J.P. 

I  had  an  experience  this  past  week  that  I 
wanted  to  share  with  you,  and  it  is  somewhat 
related  to  your  article  printed  in  the  July  22 
edition  of  Coin  World.  I  hope  that  you  find  it 
somewhat  interesting,  or  at  least  appreciate 
the  reason  I  am  writing  to  you. 

To  begin  with,  I  would  like  to  tell  you  a 
bit  about  myself.  I  am  33  years  old  and  have 
been  a  collector  since  age  6,  when  my  grand¬ 
father  gave  me  a  couple  of  large  cents  to  start 
my  collection  off.  I  have  been  a  career 
firefighter  for  over  14  years,  and  I  have  also 
been  a  part  time  dealer  now  for  over  two 
years.  I  do  most  of  the  larger  monthly  local 
shows  here  in  the  area  in  which  I  love. 
Someday  I  would  love  to  open  a  coin  shop. 

Two  weeks  ago,  I  had  a  gentleman  call 
me  and  ask  me  about  appraising  a  collection 
for  him.  He  stated  that  it  consisted  of  mainly 
Lincoln  cents,  and  that  he  had  quite  a  few.  It 
turned  out  to  be  common  material,  and  there 
was  over  $100  face  in  circulated  Lincolns 
(wheat  reverse  pieces). 

A  few  days  later  this  gentleman  called 
me  back.  He  stated  that  he  found  some 
more  material,  and  that  he  wanted  me  to 
come  and  give  it  a  look.  There  were  over 
100  Proof  sets  and  commemoratives,  and 
once  again,  we  ended  up  talking  some  more, 
and  we  agreed  on  a  purchase  price  that  he 
was  very  happy  with. 

Last  Thursday,  this  gentleman  called  me 
back  once  again.  He  asked  me  to  come  to  his 
home  as  he  found  a  few  more  things  he 
thought  I  would  be  interested  in.  I  brought 
the  coffee,  and  we  sat  on  his  porch  talking. 
He  then  told  me  that  he  had  showed  me  the 
previous  items  as  a  kind  of  “test”  to  see  the 
type  of  person  that  I  was. 

He  then  began  to  tell  me  the  story  of  how 
this  particular  collection  he  was  about  to  show 
me  was  assembled.  He  explained  to  me  that 
his  father  started  collecting  back  in  the  1920s 
and  1 9 30s  when  he  worked  for  a  local  dairy. 
He  then  continued  as  a  collector  throughout 
his  life  until  his  passing  in  January  of  this  year. 


He  then  explained  to  me  that  as  he  him¬ 
self  got  older,  he  got  involved  with  collecting 
as  a  means  to  be  doing  something  together 
with  his  father.  The  only  time  they  really  did 
not  work  on  the  collection  together  was  when 
he  went  to  Vietnam.  (As  a  side  note,  this  is 
how  he  chose  me  to  appraise/purchase  the  col¬ 
lection.  He  served  in  Vietnam  with  my  uncle, 
and  when  he  heard  of  my  advertising,  he  re¬ 
membered  my  uncle,  and  gave  me  a  call.) 

I  sat  with  him  for  over  two  hours  while  he 
told  me  stories  about  how  the  collection  was 
formed.  He  then  took  me  into  the  den  in  his 
cellar  and  showed  me  the  collection.  I  have 
never  seen  anything  quite  like  this  in  my  life, 
nor  do  I  ever  expect  to  again! 

This  collection  includes  everything  from 
half  cents  to  silver  dollars,  in  complete  sets, 
partial  sets,  bags,  rolls,  and  three  ring  binders. 

The  better  sets  are  all  in  original  Wayte 
Raymond  albums,  and  the  silver  dollar  sets 
are  all  nearly  complete,  one  of  them  only  shy 
six  to  eight  pieces  or  so  from  what  I  saw. 

There  were  rolls  of  Liberty  Seated,  Barber, 
and  Walking  Liberty  halves  sorted  by  date, 
Liberty  and  Buffalo  nickels  sorted  by  date, 
rolls  of  Barber,  Liberty  Standing  and  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters,  hundreds  of  rolls  of  Lincoln 
cents  sorted  by  date  from  1909  onward  to 
1958,  bags  of  unsorted  wheat  cents  divided 
into  teens,  twenties,  and  thirties,  bags  of 
Seated,  Barber,  and  Mercury  dime  rolls  sorted 
by  date,  and  the  material  went  on  and  on! 

There  was  also  a  collection  of  magazine 
and  newspaper  clippings  of  all  things  numis¬ 
matic  assembled  over  a  period  of  many  years. 
There  were  some  handwritten  journals  that 
detailed  some  of  the  key  coin  finds,  and  a  col¬ 
lection  of  Red  Books  that  included  personal 
notes  written  in  them  about  the  year’s  finds 
and  additions  to  the  collection. 

I  write  this  to  you  not  to  be  bragging,  but 
because  of  the  importance  of  the  collection 
which  1  think  you  of  all  people  will  appreciate. 
This  was  assembled  for  over  70  years,  by  two 
men,  and  the  most  important  part  of  this  is  that 
it  was  all  assembled  from  coins  in  circulation! 


This  man  told  me  that  his  father  never 
purchased  tine  single  coin  in  his  life  outside 
of  the  Proof  sets,  mint  sets,  and 
commemoratives!  Every  single  piece  in  this 
collection  was  taken  from  circulation  at  face 
value. 

I  did  not  spend  a  large  amount  of  time 
going  through  the  collection  that  evening.  It 
was  getting  late  that  night,  and  we  picked 
this  coming  Wednesday  night  to  sit  down 
and  begin  assembling  an  inventory  of  what 
the  collection  includes.  I  can  tell  you  that 
from  what  this  gentleman  has  told  me,  and 
from  what  I  saw  while  glancing  over  some  of 
the  material  is  that  his  father  was  very  fussy 
in  what  he  put  aside.  No  coins  went  into  an 
album  unless  they  were  Fine  or  better,  and 
no  coin  was  saved  unless  it  possessed  a  full 
date  and  rim. 

The  Barber  half  collection  is  not  com¬ 
plete,  but  it  is  beautiful.  The  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollar  collections  are  also  very  nice 
circulated  collections,  and  there  are  sev¬ 
eral  complete  Peace  dollar  collections  in¬ 
cluded.  The  Morgans,  outside  of  one  1892- 
CC,  are  all  F/VF  or  better,  and  they  are 
beautiful  as  well.  I  read  your  article  in  CW 
this  week,  and  it  just  provoked  me  to  write 
to  you  thinking  you  would  appreciate  this 
story. 

Over  the  coming  weeks  as  I  inventory 
and  appraise  this  collection,  I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  more  stories  about  it.  As  this 
gentleman  is  an  only  child,  1  am  sure  he  is 
eager  to  talk  about  this,  and  I  am  more  than 
willing  to  listen!  1  hope  you  take  from  this 
story  the  same  feeling  as  I  have,  and  it  makes 
you  smile  just  a  bit  after  you  finish  reading 
this.  1  also  hope  that  someday  I  get  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  you  and  over  a  cup  of  cof¬ 
fee  listen  to  some  story  or  experience  that 
you  would  like  to  share.  This  is  the  greatest 
hobby  in  the  world  to  me,  and  the  people  in¬ 
volved  and  the  stories  that  they  share  make 
it  even  better! 

Thank  you. 

IM.J.P.I 
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United  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  in  this  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review 
commences  with  the  1806/5  and  continues  to 
include  Capped  Bust,  Liberty  Seated  and  then 
onward  to  the  Barber  and  Liberty  Walking 
series.  Our  listing  offers  many  opportunities. 
New’  purchases  abound! 

Half  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Includes  much  on  half  dollars. 
754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR- 
764.  List  $1  35,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  By  A1  C. 
Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley.  The  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  series,  a  “must  have”  book.  Photographs 
of  die  varieties  included  new  discovery  pieces  and 
are  enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100.  List  $59.95,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Com¬ 
age.  By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth 
survey  of  the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three 
Barber  series;  the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars, 
1892-1916.  160  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BLA-750.  List  $35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  (fuide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars. 
By  Rick  Tomaska.  The  first  book  devoted  solely  to 
the  Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by-date 
analysis,  plus  grading  information,  rarity  estimates, 
and  more.  240  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BTO-100.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book.  By  James 
Wiles,  Ph.D.  Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications, 
major  die  breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful 
hints  for  cherrypicking.  316  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BWI-202.  List  $40,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver 
coinage,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and 
gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1. 
List  $12.95,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollars 


Lustrous  1806/5  Half  Dollar 


1806/5  Overton-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  overdate  with  lus¬ 
trous  ivory  and  light  gray  surfaces.  This  is  a 
well  centered  impression  with  nearly  full 
border  details.  A  lovely  example  for  the  date 
or  type  collector.  This  example  is  among  the 


top  coins  of  this  variety  and  may  qualify  for 
Condition  Census  honors .  4,800 

Important  1806  0-124  Half  Dollar 
1806  Pointed  6.  0-124.  Rarity-6.  VF-25.  Very 
light  silvery  gray  with  choice  surfaces  for  the 
grade.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
tor  the  advanced  specialist  to  acquire  this  rar¬ 
ity.  Blundered  reverse  die  with  E  of  STATES 
punched  over  an  erroneous  A .  4,250 

“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 

Dear  David: 

Thank  you  very  much  for 
sending  me  a  copy  of  More  Ad- 
ventures  with  Rare  Coins.  As  I  read 
from  one  numismatic  story  to  an¬ 
other,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
you  have  selected  such  favorites 
to  be  chosen  from  so  many  sub¬ 
jects  we  all  recall.  This  book  will 
he  cherished,  not  only  hy  indi¬ 
viduals,  hut  hy  libraries  for  years 
to  come. 

Congratulations! 

Adna  Wilde,  Jr. 

Past  president  ANA,  writer, 
researcher 


new  best  Seller! 


More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 

Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

We  invite  you  to  order  your  copy  of  this  great  new  book.  Perhaps  you  remember 
Dave’s  first  “adventures”  volume,  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  published  in  1979. 
The  demand  was  so  intense  that  the  first  printing  of  5,000  copies  sold  out  right 
away,  and  hy  1980  over  1 5,000  copies  had  been  sold. 

Dave’s  latest  book  is  more  than  a  sequel — it  is  nearly  twice  as  large,  contains  much 
more  information,  and,  like  its  predecessor,  is  guaranteed  to  provide  you  with  many 
hours  of  enjoyable,  informative  reading.  You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
about  gold  coins,  about  colonials,  about  exploits  and  adventures,  about  treasures,  about 
interesting  personalities  past  and  present,  about  State  Reverse  quarters,  about  tokens, 
about  unsolved  mysteries,  and  much,  much  more — a  panorama  of  topics! 


460  pages  •  Profusely  Illustrated  •  Hardbound  •  Stock  No.  BBM-125A  •  List  price:  $89.00  (plus  $5  shipping). 


Call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993 

e-mail:  books^bowersandmerena.com 
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IJn ited  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


Pleasing  1807  Draped  Bust  Halt  Dollar 


1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  AU-53  (NGC). 
Very  slight  toning  over  evenly  worn  and  ap¬ 
pealing  surfaces . 2,275 


Capped  bust  half  dollars 

1809  0-102.  F-15  (ANACS).  Light  gray  with 

slightly  darker  peripheral  toning . 89 

1811  0-109.  VF-25  (ANACS).  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  119 


Lovely  1813  Half  Dollar 

1813  0-105.  MS-62  (NGC).  An  attractive 
example  with  lustrous  surfaces  and  delightful 
rainbow  toning.  Somewhat  bluntly  struck  on 
the  highest  points .  1,725 

Desirable  High-Grade  1815/2  Half  Dollar 
Key  Issue  in  the  Capped  Bust  Series 


1815/2  AU-50.  O- 10 la.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  key  date  issue  with 
traces  of  lustre  beneath  pale  gold  and  light 
gray  toning.  A  few  minor  blemishes  are  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  grade .  5,995 


Attractive  1817/3  Half  Dollar 
Bold  Overdate 


1 8 1  7/3  0-101.  AU-5 5  ( PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  overdate  variety  with 
nearly  full  lustre  masked  by  pale  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  This  overdare  is  desirable  as 
a  “naked  eye”  variety,  with  the  overdate  fea¬ 


tures  clearly  visible  at  a  glance.  Overdate 
varieties  such  as  this  are  among  the  most 

highly  prized  in  numismatics .  3,450 

1822/1  0-101.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  attractive  champagne  and  periph¬ 
eral  gold.  Not  an  overdate  in  our  opinion,  but 

described  as  such  by  ANACS . 695 

1822  0-1 10a.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Pale  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  nearly  full  lustre . 475 

1829  0-112.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  with  satiny  lustre.  Ivory  surfaces  are 
splashed  with  golden  brown  toning . 975 

1830  Small  O.  0-103.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  light  silver  lustre.  399 

Mint  State  1832  Half  Dollar 
1832  Small  Letters.  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  frosty  white  obverse  and 
light  gold  toned  reverse .  1,750 

Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 
First  Year  of  the  New  Design 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  light 
gray  with  a  few  minor  hairlines.  Sharply  struck 
with  considerable  lustre  remaining.  A  key  issue 
with  a  mintage  in  the  low  four  figures.  The 
fields  are  slightly  reflective,  adding  to  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  this  example.  First  year  of  the  Capped 
Bust  design  with  reeded  edge,  in  combination 
with  50  CENTS  on  the  reverse.  We  are  sure 
you  will  be  pleased  with  the  addition  of  this  half 
dollar  to  your  collection.  As  to  the  mintage  of 
this  coin,  no  one  knows  for  sure,  but  it  is  prob¬ 
ably  between  1,200  and  4,800  coins.  In  any 
event,  it  is  a  long-appreciated  rarity . 3,595 

Desirable  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  medium  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  1,695 

1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  light  champagne  toning. 
A  popular  issue  and  the  only  collectible  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  among 
coins  of  this  design .  1,395 


HOW  TO  ORDER 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 
email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerenacom 


Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
includes  choice  and  interesting  Mint  State  issues 
and  popular  types. 

1842  Small  Date.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Light 
silver  lustre  with  attractive  peripheral 
toning . 419 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre.  An 
important  single  year  type  issue . 565 

1854  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleasing  gray-brown 

example . 245 

1854-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  are 
hidden  beneath  deep  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing . 345 

Choice  1855-0  Half  Dollar 
Arrows  at  Date 


1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  with  soft  frosty  lustre  beneath  ivory 
and  iridescent  toning.  Slightly  weak  at  upper 
obverse  as  usually  found,  with  all  other  design 
elements  boldly  defined .  2,850 

1856- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  pale  gold  and 

medium  gray  surfaces .  285 

Rare  1856-S  Half  Dollar 
Seldom  Seen  AU  Grade 

1856-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  specialist.  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces  with  lustre  visible  in  the  protected 
areas .  1,650 

1858  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
bright  gold  and  moderate  gray  toning.  A 
sharp  impression . 229 


Mint  State  1858-S  Half  Dollar 
Elusive  So  Fine 


1 858-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  prooflike  fields  and  iridescent  toning. 
This  issue  is  seldom  encountered  in  Mint 
State  preservation .  3,495 
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Choice  Mint  State  1861  Half  Dollar 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  example 
of  this  Civil  War  issue  with  brilliant  silvery 
white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal.  Just  shy  of  gem 
level  due  to  a  few  faint  hairlines  on  the 

reverse . 2,295 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

silver  lustre .  729 

1866  With  Motto.  MS-61  (ANACS).  First  year 
of  issue  for  the  With  Motto  design  type,  and 
an  attractive  example.  Mostly  brilliant  with 
light  peripheral  iridescent  toning .  795 

1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  deep  golden  brown  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  reflective  satiny  lustre . 695 

1871  -S  AU-55  (ANACS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  silver  surfaces . 265 

Rare  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-CC  Arrow's.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Highly  de¬ 
sirable  with  attractive  light  gold  over  pale 
gray.  Considerable  lustre  remains .  2,195 

Desirable  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  and 

pleasing  light  gray  surfaces .  1,995 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (ANACS).  Although 
a  few  light  hairlines  are  present,  thus  defin¬ 
ing  the  grade,  this  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  strong  cameo  contrast  on  the 
obverse . 895 


“What  they  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 
Dear  Dave: 

Your  new  book,  More  Adven¬ 
tures  with  Rare  Coins,  has  just  ar¬ 
rived.  I  appreciate  the  compre¬ 
hensive  research  that  his  book  is 
based  upon.  Not  only  is  it  a  “fun 
read”  it  can  be  enjoyed  for  the 
vast  numismatic  lore  it  contains. 

More  Adventures  will  find  an 
honored  place  in  my  library.  It  is 
not  only  for  leisure  reading  but 
one  of  important  numismatic  ref¬ 
erence.  Thank  you  again. 

D.  Wayne  (“Dick”)  Johnson 
Founding  editor  of  Coin 
Wrrrld,  I960;  writer,  researcher 


Mint  State  1874  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Nicely  struck.  Always  in  demand  for 
typesets .  1,475 


Pleasing  1874-CC  Half  Dollar 


1874-CC  EF-45.  An  attractive  and  desirable 
example  with  light  gray  surfaces  and  traces  of 
lustre.  Very  lightly  cleaned . 2,795 


Gem  Mint  State  1891  Half  Dollar 


1891  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  full  lustre  and  considerable 
eye  appeal.  Sharply  struck  with  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  and  lovely  peripheral  gold 
toning . 3,750 

Barber  Half  dollars 


Gem  1894-S  Half  Dollar 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  example  is  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  full  hair  details 
over  Liberty’s  head  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments  on  the  reverse.  The  devices  on  both 
sides  are  lustrous  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
A  lovely  example  with  considerable  eye  ap¬ 
peal .  L495 

Gem  Toned  Proof  1897  Half  Dollar 


1897  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 
gem  Proof  example  for  the  type  collector  or 
the  specialist.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
deeply  mirrored  fields  with  lustrous  devices. 
Considerable  cameo  contrast  is  subdued  by 
blue,  lilac,  and  iridescent  toning .  3,950 


Gem  1902  Barber  Half  Dollar 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  satiny 
surfaces  and  hint  of  very  light  toning.  Tins  is 
an  extremely  attractive  example  for  date  or 

type  collectors .  3,995 

1906-D  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lustrous  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 365 

Cameo  Proof  1909  Half  Dollar 
1909  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  delicate  champagne  toning  give 
way  to  splashes  of  gold  at  the  borders — just 
the  kind  of  coin  the  connoisseur  will  gravi¬ 
tate  toward.  A  truly  lovely  specimen  of  this 
scarce  Proof  issue,  a  find  for  its  fortunate  next 
owner .  1,995 

Liberty  walking 
Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to 
redesign  the  current  American  silver  coinage, 
which  consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and 
half  dollar  (the  silver  dollar  not  having  been 
coined  since  1904).  Instead  of  relying  upon  the 
Mint’s  engraving  staff,  invitations  were  set  out  to 
leading  sculptors  and  artists,  following  a  trend 
that  had  been  initiated  by  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  arranged  with 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the 
coinage.  After  that  time,  private  artists  produced 
a  variety  of  issues,  including  the  1908  quarter 
eagle  and  half  eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909 
Lincoln  cent  (Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the 
1913  “Buffalo”  nickel  (James  Earle  Fraser).  By 
1916  the  Mint  also  had  utilized  artists  from  the 
private  sector  to  do  certain  Panama  Pacific 
International  Exposition  coins,  most  notably 
Robert  Aitken’s  work  on  the  immense  $50 
octagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver 
coin  competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil — whose 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was 
chosen  and  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter 
artist  designed  the  “Mercury”  dime  and  the 
present  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  still 
acclaimed  for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  list  of 
numismatic  favorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the 
Treasury  Department  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver 
“eagle”  bullion  coins  it  reached  back  to  the  1916 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  as  the  best  motif  in 
its  repertoire. 


RAKE  COIN  REVIEW  *150 


57 


NOVEMBF.R/DEt  EMBER  2002 


UN ited  States  Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


Coinage  ot  halt  dollars  in  1916  took  place 
at  all  three  active  mints:  Philadelphia, 
Denver,  and  San  Francisco.  The  branch  mint 
issues  bore  the  letters  -D  or  -S  on  the  obverse, 
a  mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the  halt 
dollar  series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans 
coins  ot  1838  and  1839.  In  1917  the  same 
procedure  was  followed  tor  a  time,  after  which, 
part  way  through  the  year,  the  mintmarks 
were  relegated  to  the  reverse,  where  they 
remained  for  the  duration  of  the  series. 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  that  have 
been  particular  about  quality  have  made 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  their 
headquarters  for  half  dollars  of  the  1916-1947 
design  type.  If  you  are  at  all  particular,  we 
know  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  pieces 
offered  herewith.  As  a  collecting  suggestion, 
start  by  building  a  date  and  mint  set  from  1933 
to  1947,  then  acquire  earlier  issues  as 
appropriate. 

And,  if  you  really  like  these,  how  about 
signing  up  with  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  to  buy  these  on  approval  from  us  via 
regular  shipments?  In  the  wide  world  of 
collectibles,  few  enjoyments  match  the 
pleasure  of  opening  a  package  of  “goodies” 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries! 

1916  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces 
with  sharp  design  features.  First  year  of  issue 
for  this  extremely  popular  design  type.  299 


Gem  Mint  State  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 4,950 

1916-S  G-4  (PCGS).  An  affordable  ex¬ 
ample . 109 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
surfaces  with  delicate  toning.  Signifi¬ 
cantly  above  average  strike,  and  notable 
for  this . 860 

Gem  1917-D  Obverse  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCX  IS). 
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This  is  a  pristine  gem  with  satiny  silver  lus¬ 
tre  and  attractive  ivory  toning.  An  important 
opportunity  tor  the  specialist  and  very  nearly 
the  finest  available  quality.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  three  finer  MS-66  examples  of  this 
issue .  5,500 

Lovely  1917-D  Half  Dollar 
Obverse  Mintmark 

1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Fully  lustrous  with  ivory  toning  and  delight¬ 
ful  gold  toning  along  the  borders.  An  elusive 
issue  from  the  seventh  lowest  mintage  ot  the 

entire  series . 2,250 

191 7-S  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Fully  lustrous  with  very  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Typical  satiny  surfaces . 775 

1918  MS-62  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre . 679 

Choice  Mint  State  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


191 8-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  considerable  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Slightly  weak  at  central  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse,  as  usual  tor  the  early  issues 

ot  this  design  type . 2,150 

1918-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  wisps  of  heather  toning . 775 


Choice  Mint  State  1919  Halt  Dollar 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  ivory 
surfaces  and  slight  traces  of  golden  brown 
toning.  Quite  sharply  struck .  3,895 


Mint  State  1919-S  Half  Dollar 


1919- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 

lustre.  This  example  has  a  satiny  appearance 
and  is  more  sharply  struck  than  usual.  A  scarce 
issue  in  Mint  State  preservation .  3,750 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of 
this  scarce  date  with  pleasing  heather  toning 
over  satiny  surfaces.  Traces  of  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence  are  noted,  especially  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  1,250 

Mint  State  1920-D  Half  Dollar 

1920- D  MS-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Mint  State 
example  with  satiny  white  lustre.  Seldom 
encountered  in  Mint  State  condition.  1,995 


“What  They  Say” 


Hi  Dave, 

I  was  delighted  to  receive  your 
hook,  More  Adventures  With  Rare 
Coins,  in  the  mail  today.  It  looks  great. 
Can’t  wait  to  read  it. 

It  is  now  fourth  in  line.  I  am  cur¬ 
rently  reading  The  First  Man  in  Rome, 
hy  Colleen  McCullough.  It’s  a  histori¬ 
cal  novel  that  takes  place  in  Rome 
around  110  BC  and  onwards.  I  am 
awaiting  the  hirth  of  Julius  Caesar  as  I 
am  inching  towards  100  BC.  Pretty 
interesting  hook.  (I  have  heen  inter¬ 
ested  in  Rome  since  I  took  Latin  in 
9rh  grade.  Now  I  like  to  collect  their 
coins  and  read  about  them).  She  also 


about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 

wrote  The  Thorn  Birds,  which  I  never 


read.  Just  happened  to  pick  this  one  up 
in  a  lot  of  books  I  got  at  auction. 

Then  I  have  a  two  book  set  that  a 
friend  in  Philly  lent  me.  It’s  hy  Will¬ 
iam  Klemperer  and  it’s  his  diaries 
while  he  lived  in  Nazi  Germany.  Sup¬ 
posed  to  he  pretty  well  written.  So,  if 
that’s  not  too  depressing,  your  hook 
comes  after  that,  unless  1  cheat  and 
start  it  early,  which  has  a  good  chance 
of  happening. 

Once  again,  thanks  for  the  great 
looking  book. 

Regards, 

Jerry  L. 
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Important  1921-1)  Half  Dollar 


1921 -I)  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  key-date  issue . 2,575 

Attractive  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  advanced  collector.  This  ex¬ 
ample  has  light  ivory  toning  over  frosty  silver 
lustre.  Although  from  a  relatively  high  mint¬ 
age,  most  examples  found  their  way  into  cir¬ 
culation  with  Mint  State  survivors  few  and 
far  between . 2,675 

Choice  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-63  (AN ACS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  example  for  the  grade  with  satiny 
white  lustre  and  faint  splashes  of  iridescent 
toning.  Very  slightly  reflective  fields  from 

heavy  die  polishing .  1,795 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of 

this  early  issue . 950 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
white  lustre  and  faintly  reflective  fields.  1,275 
1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  395 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  elusive  issue .  350 

Incredibly  Beautiful  1934-S  Half  Dollar 


1934- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  some  mottled  gold  and  brown.  Far 
above  average  strike,  with  superb  detail,  this 
not  being  considered  by  the  grading  services 
and  thus  yielding  a  tremendous  bonus  to  the 
buyer  of  this  coin,  for  this  aspect  in  our  opin¬ 
ion  is  quite  valuable  (yet  in  the  present  in¬ 
stance  costs  no  more).  If  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  are  your  specialty,  this  piece  will 
he  a  highlight  of  your  cabinet .  3,295 

1935  MS-65  (PCI).  An  amazing  gem  example 
with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  335 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 

liant  silver  surfaces  and  very  faint  traces  of 
champagne  toning . 695 
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1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre .  379 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre .  379 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  silver  lus¬ 
tre .  189 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharpl> 

struck  example . 879 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCI).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satiny  lustre . 879 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
white  lustre . 265 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  with 

outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  1,395 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  very 
light  cameo  contrast . 750 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
quality  example  of  this  popular  date.  Just  14 
examples  have  been  assigned  a  higher  grade 

by  PCGS . 525 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver .  315 

Superb  Proof  1939  Half  Dollar 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  deeply  mirrored 

Proof  has  pristine  surfaces  and  very  slight 
cameo  contrast.  Just  15  finer  Proof-68  ex¬ 
amples  have  been  graded  by  PCGS.  An  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  connoisseur .  1 ,650 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  sur¬ 
rounded  by  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  145 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  1  55 

1940  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant 

Proof . 395 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  faint 
champagne  toning .  1 29 

1940  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  pristine  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces .  139 

1940- S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Satiny  silver  lustre 

with  light  gold  toning.  Typical  strike  with 
weak  central  obverse  and  reverse . 49 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  with 

deeply  mirrored  fields . 845 

1941  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  mirrored  silver 

surfaces . 329 

1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  silvery  white  lustre .  245 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
frosty  silver  surfaces .  169 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
sharp  design  elements .  1 59 

1941-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  wisps  of  champagne  toning. 
Much  sharper  than  usually  seen .  1,175 

Stunning  Gem  Proof  1942  Half  Dollar 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  Proof 

example  with  brilliant  white  mirrored  surfaces 
and  faint  toning.  Very  light  cameo  contrast 
adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem .  1 ,750 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC').  Brilliant  silver  with 
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deeply  mirrored  surfaces . 875 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  silver  lustre .  219 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 45 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 290 

1942-D  MS-65  (PC  ( >S).  A  brilliant  example 
with  faint  traces  of  iridescent  toning. ...  259 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex 

ample  with  frosty  white  lustre . 650 

1942-S  MS-65  (P(  GS).  Attractive  with  satiny 
lustre  and  brilliant  surfaces.  Above  average 
strike  for  this  issue . 650 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  u  ith 

fully  brilliant  lustre . 650 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  stnick 

with  exceptional  frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  129 

1943  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  109 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  soft,  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac 

nve .  375 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive  with  brilliant  frosty  white 

lustre .  279 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  at¬ 
tractive . 419 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  slight  golden  toning 
adds  to  the  positive  appeal  of  this  gem.  ...  379 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  fully 

brilliant  surfaces .  1 59 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a 

trace  of  light  toning .  265 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in 
the  country.  If  you  like  “high-end"  pieces,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  detailed 
including  an  outlined  thumb.  The  obverse 
has  attractive  gold  toning  with  a  brilliant 

reverse .  139 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  very  sharp  de¬ 
sign  elements . 679 

1944- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre . 99 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  elements .  129 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS) . 55 

1945- D  MS-67  (NGC).  This  is  an  outstanding 

superb  gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  stlvet 
lustre  and  sharp  design  features.  For  the  col¬ 
lector  who  wants  the  finest  quality.  Neither 
PCGS  or  NGC  have  graded  any  finer  ex 
amples .  1 ,050 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  w'hite  surfaces .  285 
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Set  Registry IM  Quality 
1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 
lovely  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 
subliminal  toning . 765 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample . 219 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lightly 

toned . 67 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  with 

attractive  peripheral  gold  toning . 455 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 139 

1946- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ivory  lustre.  65 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 229 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  119 

1947-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example.  59 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Franklin  halves  is  quite 
extensive.  If  you  are  seeking  quality  and  value, 
you  will  find  it  here.  In  recent  years  this  series 
has  attracted  many  new  enthusiasts,  quite  a  few 
of  whom  have  begun  and  completed  their  sets 
right  here! 

After  all,  it  was  Ben  Franklin  who  gave  this 
advice:  If  there  is  someone  you  never  want  to  see 
again,  if  he  has  no  money,  loan  him  some.  If  he 
has  a  lot  of  money,  ask  to  borrow  some. 


1948  MS-65  FBL .  195 

1948  MS-64  FBL . 59 

1948- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  brilliant  lustre .  59 

1949- S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toned 

obverse  with  satiny  white  reverse . 575 

1950  Proof-63  Cameo.  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 


ceptional  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Full  cameo  contrast 
with  brilliant  Proof  surfaces.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  enthusiast . 950 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

defined . 99 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  ex¬ 
ample . 419 

1951  MS-64  FBL . 89 

1953- S  MS-65 . 69 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

and  superb  gem  example  with  considerable 

cameo  contrast . 495 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  119 

1954- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  faint 

champagne  toning .  169 

1954-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 415 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1956  Proof-68  (NGC) .  199 

1958-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 


and  fully  brilliant .  45 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
frosty  white  lustre . 279 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant. ...  59 

1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 65 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  79 

1961 - D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

frosty  silver  lustre .  79 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning 

over  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces . 350 

1962- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

brilliant  silver  surfaces .  79 

1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC) . 75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 450 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive  with  light  cameo  contrast .  79 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


Silver  dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar 
collectors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long¬ 
time  customers  know  that  when  quality  counts, 
they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars 
have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are 
justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  several 
early  issues,  then  onward  to  one  of  the  finest 
offerings  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  made! 

Silver  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  One  of  the  best  silver  dollar  source 
books — along  with  lots  of  other  information.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Rare  Stiver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  The 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  By  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Take  a  voyage  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  de¬ 
livers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  100  biographies  of  numismatists.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407.  List  $69.95, 
before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  Quide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States.  By  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark.  304  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Crime  of  1873  -  The  Comstock  Connection.  By 
Robert  Van  Ryzin.  Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  ep¬ 
och  in  western  history  -  life  in  the  silver  mines  of 
Nevada’s  Comstock  Lode,  the  minting  of  the  popular 


Carson  City  dollars,  and  much  more.  100  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-980.  List  $34-95, 
before  your  discount. 

America’s  Silver  Dollars.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  Articles  pertaining  to  silver  dollars  as  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society’s  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference.  127  pages,  illustrated. 
Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-2 1 1 .  List  $25,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars.  By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
and  A.  George  Mallis.  A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BVA-710.  List  $79.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys.  By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D.  and  Jeff  Oxman. 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular  Morgan  dollar 
varieties.  Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick” 
for  valuable  die  varieties.  137  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24-95,  before  your 
discount.  Also  available  in  Leatherette.  Stock  No. 
BFE-301.  List  $24-95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Draped  Bust  dollars 


Attractive  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 


1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  10  Arrows.  Bowers 
Borckardt-121.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  delightful  example  with  medium  gray 
fields  and  lighter  devices .  2,195 

THE 

“Gold  Rush  book” 

“I  got  my  copy  of  your  Gold 
Rush  book  and  perused  it  quickly. 
Then  I  started  to  seriously  read 
parts  of  history  1  never  connected 
correctly.  A  good  job,  well  done! 
Tommy  Thompson,  Boh  Evans, 
Dwight  Manley  and  the  other 
‘treasure  people’  were  lucky  to 
find  you.” 

Gene  Taylor 
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Lustrous  1  799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 

(NGC).  Deep  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  An  important  example  for 
the  silver  dollar  connoisseur.  Light  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  are  visible  at  center  of  the  re¬ 
verse . 5,275 

Popular  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Light 
gray  surfaces  with  golden  brown . 2,950 

Mint  State  1800  Silver  Dollar 


1800  BB-187.  MS-61  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  early  dollar  specialist.  The  obverse 
is  very  sharply  struck  with  full  borders  and 
strong  central  details.  The  reverse  has  very 
slight  central  weakness,  primarily  evident 
at  the  eagle’s  head  and  breast,  as  well  as 
along  the  top  edges  of  the  wings.  Obverse 
lustre  is  somewhat  subdued  hy  golden 
brown  toning.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  with 
lighter  ivory  toning.  Several  obverse  and 
reverse  die  cracks  and  other  die  defects  are 
noted . 19,950 


Gobrecht  Dollars 

1836  Original  Gobrecht  Dollar 
Variety  with  Name  on  Base 


1836  Gobrecht.  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Original. 
Die  Alignment  I.  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Light 
silvery  white  Proof  surfaces  with  trivial  hair¬ 
lines  keeping  this  from  a  substantially  higher 
grade.  An  important  example  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  type  collector .  16,000 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


Mint  State  1840  Silver  Dollar 


1840  MS-62  (NGC).  Deeply  iridescent  toning 
over  satiny  lustre.  An  important  example  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  aficionado.  8,250 

Although  this  was  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  obverse  in  combination  with  the  perched 
eagle  reverse,  there  seems  to  have  been  little  or  no  public 
interest  in  saving  them,  perhaps  because  during  the 
“Hard  Times”  era  (1837-1844)  most  people  could  not 
afford  to  squirrel  them  away.  This  is  a  major  exception 
to  the  “first  year  of  issue”  theme  which  induced  collectors 
and  the  general  public  to  hoard  such  diverse  issues  in 
other  series  as  the  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents,  1883  No 
CENTS  Liberty  nickels,  1913  Buffalo  nickels,  1916 
“Mercury”  dimes,  1932  Washington  quarters,  etc. 

No  record  exists  of  any  contemporary  numismatic 
interest  in  Mint  State  specimens,  although  probably 
fewer  than  a  dozen  numismatists  at  the  time  (of  the 
likes  of  William  Sumner  Appleton,  Joseph  J.  Mickley, 
et  al.)  and  the  Mint  Cabinet  (begun  at  the  Mint  in 
1838)  acquired  Proof  strikings.  These  probably  were 
purchased  for  face  value. 

In  true  Mint  State  the  184c  is  exceedingly  rare, 
and  very  few  have  a  claim  to  MS-63  or  higher  grade.  In 
1982,  Bruce  Amspacher,  an  especially  astute  observer 
of  the  numismatic  scene,  stared  that  he  knew  of  only 
three  pieces  that  could  be  called  MS-65,  a  grade  that 
today  would  be  equal  to  MS-63  or  so.  By  1993,  as 
related  in  Dave  Bowers'  two-volume  study,  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  Chris  Napolitano  reported  handling  two 
MS-63  coins  (“average  for  the  grade")  and  one  MS-62 
piece  (“white  and  frosty")  over  a  long  period  of  years. 


1843  AU-53  (NGC).  Dark  golden  blown  and 

steel  gray  toning . 695 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  complete  In-in 

with  pale  gold  toning .  1,195 

1846  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  ivory  with  nearly 
complete  lustre.  Just  a  few  scattered  surface 

marks  are  present .  775 

1849  AU-53  (PCGS).  Ivory  surf  aces  with  some 
lustre  remaining .  725 

Important  1850  Seated  Dollar 


1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Proof 
example  with  deep  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  reflective  mirrored  fields.  A  splendid 
specimen  for  the  advanced  collector.  6,1 75 

1871  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  light  silvery  gray 

with  nearly  complete  lustre .  795 

1872  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  with 
light  gold  toning.  Very  sharply  stmek  H69 


1850  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pale  silver  surfaces  with 
faint  lilac  and  blue  toning.  Nearly  full  lustre 

is  visible  beneath  the  toning . 2,850 

1860-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Silvery  proof! ike  sur¬ 
faces,  very  attractive,  with  delicate  golden 
toning  especially  around  the  borders.  A  very 
handsome  example  of  1860-0,  a  rather 
“smooth”  piece  lacking  the  severe  hagmarks 
that  often  characterize  this  date  and  mint. 
One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  ...  875 
1860-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing.  Lustrous 
with  faint  champagne.  Sharply  struck. .  795 


Lustrous  1865  Silver  Dollar 
1865  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  collector  to  acquire  this  scarce 
Civil  War  era  issue.  With  hoarding  of  gold  and 
silver  coins  at  the  time,  these  issues  are  quite 
elusive  today.  This  example  has  exceptional 
detail  with  nearly  complete  lustre .  1,475 


Choice  Proof  1868  Dollar 


Rah  (Coin  review  *150 


61 


N0VEMBFR/DF(  'EM  BLR 


1  Jnited  States  Silver  Dollars  for  Sale 


Morgan  Dollars 

We  have  been  buying  Morgan  dollars!  In  the 
columns  to  follow  you  will  find  a  great  selection 
of  coins,  mostly  Mint  State,  all  hand  selected  for 
excellent  quality  within  their  grade  designation. 

Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most  popular 
and  w  idely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In 
fact,  among  19th  (and  early  20th)  century  series, 
they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they 
should  be!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and  mints 
comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins,  most  of 
which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint  State 
grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per 
coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot 
less,  with  many  different  choice  examples  on  the 
low  side  of  $50. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically 
seeks  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  There  may  be 
no  better  place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan 
dollar  series  when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality. 
For  instance,  a  complete  collection,  including 
one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is 
actually  obtainable  for  most  collectors,  the  major 
“stopper”  being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint 
Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify  your  goal  to 
include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually  struck 
for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together  an 
absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors 
purchase  as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in 
Mint  State,  and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the 
1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly 
circulated  grades.  With  so  many  options 
available,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Morgan  dollars 
are  so  popular? 

Collecting  Suggestions  and  Strategy 
(from  QDB) 

A  very  effective  way  to  build  a  beautiful  collection 
of  Morgan  dollars,  consisting  of  the  nearly  100  differ¬ 
ent  dates  and  mintmarks  in  the  series,  is  as  follows: 

1 .  Select  a  pricing  point,  say  $300  per  coin  (or  $100, 
or  $1,000 — this  is  your  call). 

2.  Purchase  one  of  each  different  MS-65  coin  you 
can  purchase  for  $300  or  less.  Some  will  be  a  lot  less, 
while  others  will  challenge  the  $300  mark.  Make  up  a 
“want  list”  for  the  ones  that  theoretically  cost  $300  or 
less  in  MS-65  grade,  and  keep  it  on  hand  to  work  with. 

3.  Now,  from  the  coins  that  you  did  not  purchase 
as  per  No.  2  above  or  did  not  add  to  your  want  list,  run 
through  the  series  again,  and  make  a  list  of  all  that  cost 
$300  or  less  in  MS-64  grade.  Buy  what  you  can  and 
make  a  want  list  for  others. 

4.  Now,  deleting  the  items  from  Nos.  2  and  3 
above,  make  a  list  of  the  remaining  coins  that  you  can 
buy  in  MS-63  grade  for  $300  or  less.  By  this  time,  you 
will  have  on  your  list  well  over  half  of  the  different 
varieties  in  the  set — all  in  choice  to  gem  Mint  State! 

5.  Now  that  the  easier  ones  are  past,  make  a  list  of 
the  remaining  pieces  that  you  can  buy  in  MS-60  to  MS- 
62  grade  for  $300  or  less.  You  will  be  nearly  at  the 
finish  line! 

6.  Now,  make  a  list  of  the  “toughies”  that  remain — 
such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  a  few  others,  and 
one-by-one,  consulting  market  listings,  make  up  a  want 
list  .ii  to  the  grade  you  want  perhaps  VF  for  the  1893- 
S,  or  whatever,  realizing  that  some  of  the  key 
remaining  issues  will  cost  you  more  than  $100  each. 


not  be  in  a  hurry.  Getting  there  is  half  the  fun! 
Buy  carefully  and  slowly.  Cherrypick  for  quality  along 
the  way.  1  suggest  buying  the  MS-65  and  MS-64  coins 
first,  as  in  this  way  you  will  have  a  very  impressive  dis¬ 
play  nearly  at  the  outset,  providing  a  basis  for  your  later 
acquisitions  at  leisure. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  bright 
silver  gem  with  slightly  prooflike  obverse  lus¬ 
tre.  The  reverse  is  frosty.  Such  a  combination 
is  often  seen  among  these  first  year  Morgan 

dollars .  1,395 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  frosty  white  lustre. .  319 
1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  PL  (ANACS).  Light 

cameo  contrast .  165 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with  brilliant 

white  lustre . 2 1 5 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Fully 

brilliant .  169 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  example 
with  fully  brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are 
satiny  with  frosty  devices  resulting  in  light 

cameo  contrast . 359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 135 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) . 220 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 875 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has 
brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1878- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 239 

Gem  1879-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1879- 0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre  and  frosty 
surfaces.  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue  in  gem  qual¬ 
ity,  and  few  finer  examples  exist.  In  fact,  PCGS 
and  NGC  combined  have  only  graded  15  MS- 
66  coins  with  none  finer . 3,450 

1879-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  159 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre .  775 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly 

lustrous  with  light  cameo  contrast . 235 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (NGC).  Slightly 
prooflike  with  exceptional  silver  lustre.  215 


TO  ORDER 

o 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Gem  1880-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1880-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  frosty  white  lustre.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck.  Highly  attractive  and  sure  to 
please  the  connoisseur .  2,500 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Choice  quality  with 
brilliant  surfaces . 325 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Prooflike  obverse  with 
satiny  reverse  and  attractive  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence .  199 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880- S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Very  slight  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning . . .  195 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  silvery  white  lustre.  The  surfaces  are 
very  slightly  reflective  and  nearly  qualify  as 
prooflike.  Years  ago,  this  quality  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  “semi-prooflike.” .  780 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lovely 
silver  lustre .  129 

Gem  1881-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1881- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
satiny  white  lustre.  A  lovely  example.  1,685 

Brilliant  MS-65  1881-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1881-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  example,  quite  elusive  in  gem 
quality .  1,685 

1881  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of 
lilac  along  the  reverse  border .  219 

1881- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 219 

1 881  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  appealing 

lustre .  28 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre 
and  attractive  peripheral  gold  toning.  ...  549 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  superb  “rainbow”  toning  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  only 


a  light  trace  of  gold .  1,325 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 
brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1,525 


1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  419 

1882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre  and  a  touch  of  gold  toning 

along  the  rims .  165 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  145 
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1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  sat- 

tny  fields .  54 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
frosty  lustre .  1 59 

1 883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  very 
slight  traces  of  gold  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 695 

1 883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  impres¬ 
sive  gem  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  ex¬ 
ceptional  cameo  contrast.  Fully  brilliant.  At 
first  glance  this  resembles  a  brilliant  Proof 

example . 495 

1 883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
from  this  western  mint.  Fully  brilliant  with 

considerable  eye  appeal . 335 

1 883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1 883-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  on  the  obverse.  Old-style  PCGS 

holder .  119 

1 883-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre .  359 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  bril¬ 
liant  silver  lustre . 49 

Mint  State  1883-S  Morgan  $1 
1883-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  bright  silver  surfaces.  The  first  in  a 
series  of  scarce  issues  from  our  western 

mint . 1,695 

1883-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  silver  lustre  with  a  bint 
of  peripheral  gold  toning . 279 

1883- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Pleasing  grayish  brown 

toning .  175 

1884- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  obverse 

with  brilliant  reverse .  335 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 309 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
of  this  popular  issue  with  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . .  1  75 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields .  735 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 

Lovely  1884-S  Dollar 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Contact  marks  on  the  surface  as  expected  for 
this  issue  in  this  grade.  But,  oh  so  close  to  Mint 
State.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series .  1 ,995 

Important  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1 884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 

with  nearly  complete  silver  lustre . 1,750 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  very 
light  ivory  lustre  and  a  crescent  of  bright  gold 

toning  at  left  obverse .  299 

1 885  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  a  sliver 

of  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse .  299 

1885  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  impressive 
gem  with  outstanding  cameo  contrast. .  629 


1885  MS-65  (NGC) .  109 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 
attractive  gem  with  frosty  white  lustre  and 

pristine  surfaces .  385 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful .  365 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 49 

Gem  1885-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
gem  example  in  an  old-style  PCGS  holder. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  frosty  white 
lustre  with  subliminal  golden  toning.  1 ,97 5 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  prooflike 


obverse .  219 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . 239 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS) . 98 

1886  MS-65  (NGC) . 98 

1886-0  AU-53  (AN ACS).  Light  gray  with 

traces  of  lustre . 99 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  with  light 
gold  toning . 49 


Gem  1887-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  impressive 
gem  quality  example;  a  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  devices  that 
contrast  slightly  with  the  fields.  High  quality 
for  the  issue  with  only  1 8  finer  coins  certified 
by  PCGS . 3,600 

1887- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

with  brilliant  white  lustre .  499 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  dollar  with  sat¬ 
iny  silver  lustre  and  extremely  light  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning . 735 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
crescent  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 215 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1888- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  59 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  bril¬ 
liant  silver  surfaces .  315 


Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1 889-S  MS-65  ( IX  X  iS).  Fully  lustri mis  with  hril 
liant  silver  surfaces.  A  low-mintage  issue 
ranking  15th  in  the  Morgan  dollar  senes.  In 
gem  quality,  this  issue  is  considered  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  among  Morgan  dollars.  Just  37 
finer  examples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS, 
an  important  consideration  given  that  this 
grading  service  has  certified  more  than  a  mil 
lion  coins  of  this  design .  1 ,900 


Cameo  Proof  1890  Morgan  Dollar 


1890  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC').  An  extremely 
attractive  Proof  with  brilliant,  lustrous  devices 
accented  by  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Although 
a  few  very  faint  hairlines  keep  this  out  of  the 
gem  category,  this  is  an  outstanding  example 
that  is  sure  to  please.  Call  us  today  as  this  will 
not  be  available  long .  3,650 


Gem  1890-CC  Silver  Dollar 


1890-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Extremely  attractive 
with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  exceptional 
eye  appeal.  This  satiny  gem  is  sure  to  please. 
This  issue  is  substantially  rarer  than  several 
other  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  despite 
having  the  highest  mintage  of  any  from  this 
mint.  Many  examples  were  released  into  cir¬ 
culation  at  or  shortly  after  they  were  coined, 
thus  being  lost  to  numismatic  circles.  Today, 
circulated  1 890-CC  dollars  are  seen  far  more 
often  than  choice  or  gem  Mint  State  ex¬ 
amples .  5,000 

While  mintage  figures  are  important  to  the 
numismatist,  they  are  not  always  the  final  word  when 
it  comes  to  rarity.  This  issue  is  a  perfect  example  the 
Carson  City  Mint  produced  2009,041  Morgan  dollars 
hearing  the  1890  date.  From  this  total,  PCGS  has 
certified  4,672  coins,  or  about  two  corns  per  thousand 
minted.  As  a  comparison,  the  1881-CC  Morgan  dollar 
had  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  ( 'arson  City  issue  of  this 
design,  with  just  296,000  produced  However,  PCGS 
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has  certified  1 1 ,733  examples  of  this  date,  or  about  40 
coins  per  thousand  minted! 


Gem  Mint  State  1890-S  Morgan  Dollar 
Among  the  Finest  Known 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1890-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sensational  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  and  frosty  white 
lustre.  The  design  elements  are  extremely 
bold.  This  is  a  lovely  gem  with  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal  and  is  sure  to  please  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  PCGS  has  only  graded  eight  finer 
examples  of  this  issue,  including  two  MS-66 
DMPL  and  six  MS-67  coins . 3,495 

1890- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 

brilliant  silver  surfaces . 95 

1891  MS-64  (ICG).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  silver  lustre . 550 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS) .  145 

1891- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and 

with  brilliant  lustre . 419 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
white  lustre . 315 


Gem  1892  Silver  Dollar 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 
extremely  sharp  design  elements  and  frosty 


Ginger  Rapsus 
Writes 

Best  wishes  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  on  issue  #150.  May  you 
find  many  “American  coin  trea¬ 
sures  &  hoards”  so  you  can  have 
“more  adventures  with  rare  coins.” 

See  you  at  a  convention  soon! 

Ginger  Rapsus 


white  lustre.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
attractive  iridescent  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 4,350 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  brilliant  lustre . 345 

1892- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  sur¬ 

faces  with  mirrored  fields.  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample . 935 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  This  is  an 

important  opportunity  for  the  date  collector 
as  clearly  the  most  affordable  issue  of  the 
year . 895 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  brilliant  white  lustre . 595 

1893  EF-45  (ANACS).  Attractive  gray  with 
hints  of  gold .  199 

1893  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  light  gray  surfaces 
and  very  attractive  for  the  grade.  Hard  to  lo¬ 
cate  when  you  want  one .  209 

1893- 0  EF-40  (ANACS).  Light  silvery  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 250 


Key  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  gray  with 
only  a  few  very  trivial  surface  marks.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  retain  slight  traces  of 
lustre.  This  issue  is  well-known  as  the  key- 
date  issue  of  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  Very 
few  other  issues  approach  this  in  terms  of 
rarity,  regardless  of  grade.  Just  100,000  ex¬ 
amples  were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  of 
any  circulation  issue  Morgan  dollar  known 
today . 7,350 

The  1895  Philadelphia  Morgan  dollar  issue  had  a 
reported  circulation  mintage  of  1 2,000  coins,  in  addition 
to  880  Proofs.  Of  this  1895  issue,  only  examples  in 
Proof  format  are  known  to  exist. 


Desirable  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  very  light  gray 


surfaces  and  hints  of  pale  gold  toning  along 
the  borders.  Remnants  of  lustre  are  noted  on 
the  obverse  and  especially  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 6,750 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1894  Dollar 
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1894  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  An  extremely 
important  opportunity  to  acquire  a  gem  quality 
example  of  this  issue.  Similarly  graded  Mint 
State  coins  would  be  priced  at  multiples  of  this 
cameo  Proof.  The  devices  have  very  light  ivory 
toning  with  attractively  mirrored  fields  and  rich 

gold  toning  at  the  obverse  border . 5,500 

1895-0  VF-30  (PCGS).  Natural  grayish  brown 
surfaces . .  199 


Important  1895-S  Morgan  Dollar 
Deep  Mirror  Proof  Like 


1895-S  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  important  issue  with  deeply  re¬ 
flective  fields  and  light  cameo  contrast.  Just  a 
whisper  of  champagne  adds  to  the  appeal  of 
this  wonderful  example.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  three  deep  mirror  prooflike  examples  of 
this  issue  in  higher  numerical  grades.  1 1 ,200 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-64  (NG(  ).  An  exceptional  Mint 
State  example  with  fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
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white  lustre.  This  is  the  only  “affordable” 
dollar  of  this  date  in  choice  or  gem  condi¬ 
tion . 5,650 

1895-S  VG-8.  Natural  light  gray .  189 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 
ample  with  a  crescent  of  attractive  light  gold 
toning . 725 


Choice  Mint  State  1896-0  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example,  sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant, 
frosty  silver  lustre.  Quality  such  as  this  is  sel¬ 
dom  available.  An  important  opportunity  for 

the  advanced  collector .  7,150 

1896-0  AU-58  (PQGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  faint  amber  toning .  495 

1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  hints 
of  gold  toning.  Considerable  underlying  lus¬ 
tre  is  present .  199 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  silver 
surfaces .  180 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  $1 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with 
delicate  toning.  Above  average  in  strike.  A 
choice  specimen  of  a  late  New  Orleans  Mint 
dollar  that  is  quite  elusive  in  MS-63  grade  in 
comparison  to  the  tremendous  demand  for 
such  pieces.  Not  often  do  we  have  one  this 
nice . 4,850 

Brilliant  1897-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  features  and  brilliant,  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  Not  rare  as  a  date,  however,  quite 

elusive  in  Mint  State  grades .  1,650 

1 897-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  silver  lustre  with 
hints  of  gold  toning .  369 


1897-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  toning .  369 

1897-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  silver  with  traces 

of  lustre .  139 

1897- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre.  A  lovely  gem  quality  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 595 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 
example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very 

faint  champagne  toning .  1,250 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal . 219 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quality  example 

with  brilliant  lustre . 319 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  obverse 

with  mostly  brilliant  reverse . 319 

1898-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample . 219 

1898-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

lightly  mirrored  fields . 239 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  1 19 

1898- 0  MS-65  (NGC) . 119 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 119 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold 
toned  reverse .  119 

1899- 0  MS-65  (NGC) .  119 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  faint 

traces  of  pale  gold  toning .  175 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 139 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC) . 139 

1900- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

Mint  State  1901  Silver  Dollar 

1901  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lovely  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  This  is 
an  elusive  issue  in  Mint  State  quality.  1,650 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces .  1,395 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  considerable  lustre  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 789 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
light  gold  toning .  789 

1901- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  trace  of  very  light  toning.  A  slightly 
scarcer  “common”  date . 59 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Dollar 

1901- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  extremely  attrac¬ 
tive  gem  has  very  sharp  design  details  and 
fully  brilliant  frosty  lustre.  The  reverse  has 
very  faint  gold  toning.  An  ideal  opportunity 
for  the  collector  of  gem  quality  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  to  acquire  this  important  issue.  ...  3,650 

1902- 0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem  with 

prooflike  obverse  and  satiny  reverse .  1 59 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre . 49 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 675 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  sharply  struck  with  ivory 


lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning  on 

both  obverse  and  reverse .  219 

1903-0  MS-65  il’i  1  ,m  Brill, ..  515 

1903-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with  hril 

liant  white  lustre .  515 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  attractive.  395 


Mint  State  1903-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1903- S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 

example  for  the  grade  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  Although  a  scattering  of  surface 
marks  are  expected,  this  has  the  first  glance 
appearance  of  a  choice  Mint  State  coin.  An 
elusive  issue  in  all  grades . 4,195 

1904- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 105 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  with  brilliant 
lustre . 49 

Brilliant  1904-S  Silver  Dollar 

1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  choice  surfaces  and  frosty  lustre. 
A  trace  of  toning  is  visible  on  the  reverse. 
This  is  an  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  advanced  collector . 2,750 

Mint  State  1904-S  Silver  Dollar 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  choice 
Mint  State  example  with  fully  brilliant  white 
surfaces  and  slightly  prooflike  fields.  .  2,250 


“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers'  Recent  Books 
Hi  Dave! 

Just  received  the  latest  Rare  Coin 
Review  this  morning.  I  noticed  you 
don’t  have  an  1885-CC  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar  in  stock  —  this  I’ve  always  con¬ 
sidered  a  SLEEPER  —  I  own  two  of 
this  date,  neither  one  certified,  hut 
both  nice  Mint  State.  Found  these 
coins  at  a  reputable  dealer  in 
Manitowoc.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
ANA,  hut  not  a  life  member...  You 
and  I  grade  the  same  way.  Will  he 
ordering  more  books  later  this  year! 

1  love  your  new  book,  A  History  of 
the  California  Gold  Rush  It  will  give 
me  many  hours  of  pleasurable  reading' 
Mike  K. 
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Set  Registry™  Quality 
192  1  Morgan.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spec¬ 
tacular  gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  white 
mint  frost.  Just  seven  coins  have  received  a 
higher  MS-67  grade.  Among  the  very  finest 
known  for  this  issue  and  providing  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  Morgan  dollar  collector .  1,095 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,750 

Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1921- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  above  average  example  of  the  1921-S,  a 
coin  struck  from  new  shallow-relief  dies  (as 
were  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  varieties 
this  year)  hastily  made  up,  and  quite  unlike 
the  more  detailed  dies  used  in  1878-1904. 
Within  the  context  of  1921-S  dollars  this  is 
a  nice  one .  1,750 

 Peace  Dollars 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  Peace 
dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot 
of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It  could  be 
that  this  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars. 
Once  someone  “discovers”  us,  they  usually  finish 
their  collection  right  here! 

Although  it  takes  come  picking  and 
choosing  to  find  “nice”  Morgan  dollars,  even 
more  effort  is  required  for  Peace  dollars — as  the 
design  is  such  that  even  a  few  marks,  if  well 
placed,  can  he  very  distracting. 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  579 
1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  of  this  scarce  issue .  339 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous  silver  surfaces . 239 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  105 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with 
brilliant  white  lustre . 39 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1922- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  brown  and 

iridescent  obverse,  lighter  reverse .  75 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive,  lustrous.  .  39 

192 3- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 

frosty  lustre .  1,050 

192 3-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  satiny,  slightly  prooflike 

surfaces .  235 

1 92 3-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 69 

1  924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  lustrous  with  very  light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  1,095 

1925  MS-66  (PC  X  iS).  Outstanding  quality  for 
the  date  or  type  collector . 665 
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1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  satiny  white  lustre .  105 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 

lustre . 45 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  with  satiny  lustre  and 
traces  of  peripheral  toning  along  the  obverse 
border . 529 

1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  lus¬ 
tre . 529 

1925- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  1 19 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning . 365 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  89 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny.  619 

1926- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre . 619 

1927- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  attractive  wisps  of  heather  toning.  675 

Gem  1934-D  Dollar 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  A  whisper  of  champagne  toning.  As 
nice  as  can  be! .  2,095 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre .  519 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  over 
lustrous  silver  surfaces .  259 


Mint  State  1934-S  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Far  fewer 
marks  than  expected  for  the  grade.  ..  1,775 

Lustrous  1934-S  Silver  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
advanced  collector .  1,775 

1934- S  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Soft  silver  surfaces 

with  virtually  full  lustre . 985 

1935  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustre  with  very 
light  champagne  toning .  139 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  smooth 

satiny  surfaces.  A  coin  of  hand-picked  qual¬ 
ity.  A  treat  to  the  eye .  1,175 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  brilliant  white 
lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and  highly  attrac¬ 
tive .  509 

Eisenhower  Dollars 


1971-D  MS-66  (PCGS) .  159 

1971- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55 

1972- D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  135 

1972- S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 42 

1973- D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  125 

1974- D  MS-66  (PCGS) . 239 

1974-S  MS-68  (DPCGS) . 250 

1974-S  MS-67  (PCGS) . 79 

1977  MS-65  (PCGS) . 95 

1978  MS-65  (PCGS) .  149 

1978-D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  189 


Trade  Dollars 


Mint  State  1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar 


1875-S/CC  MS-60  (NGC).  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
unusual  and  popular  variety.  Brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre  and  very  faint  traces  of  toning. 
Outstanding  quality  for  the  grade .  2,995 


Mint  State  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1876- CC  Type  I/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly 

attractive  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  light 
gold  toning  along  the  borders.  The  surfaces 
are  satiny.  This  is  an  extremely  important 
opportunity.  This  as  a  very  elusive  issue  in 
any  Mint  State  grade .  5,495 

Mint  State  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 

1877- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  traces  of  heather  toning.  2,000 

1877-S  “Box  trade  dollar”  with  two  photos. 
VF-35.  Lovely  nostalgic  souvenir . 679 


Choice  Proof  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1880  Proof-63  Cameo  (PC  GS).  A  deeply  re 
flective  cameo  Proof  example  with  very  light 
peripheral  toning.  A  very  appealing  example 
for  the  date  or  type  collector .  L2l)5 
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by  Mark  Borckardt 


The  Curious  and  Rare 

1795  Half  Eagle  with 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 


One  of  the  most  interesting  early 
American  gold  coins  is  the  1795-dated 
$5  gold  half  eagle  with  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse — a  curious  coin  inasmuch  as 
elsewhere  in  the  spectrum  of  coinage, 
the  Heraldic  Eagle  design  was  not  used 
until  1 796,  and  then  only  on  the  $2.50 
gold.  Conventional  numismatic  wisdom 
suggests  that  the  Heraldic  Eagle  motif, 
adapted  from  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
United  States,  was  not  adapted  for 
coins  until  the  latter  year.  And,  yet, 
1 795-dated  half  eagles  with  this  reverse 
exist.  What  is  the  explanation? 

On  July  21,  1795,  the  United  States 
Mint  received  its  first  deposit  of  gold 
bullion,  some  128  ounces  valued  at 
$2,276.  The  next  day,  three  additional 
deposits  totaled  just  over  100  ounces 
with  a  value  of  approximately  $1,800 
dollars.  From  this  gold,  the  first  half 
eagles  were  minted.  According  to 
records,  744  half  eagles  were  delivered 
on  July  31.  When  we  discuss  coinage 
deliveries,  we  are  considering  the  ac- 
counting  of  the  chief  coiner  to  the  Mint 
treasurer.  The  treasurer  of  the  Mint  was 
responsible  for  tracking  all  deposits  of 
bullion  and  disbursement  of  coins.  This 
officer  recorded  and  controlled  the 
amount  of  bullion  delivered  to  the  chief 
coiner,  and  the  coiner  in  turn  kept 
records  of  coinage  returned  or  “deliv¬ 
ered”  back  to  the  treasurer. 

As  dies  were  prepared  by  the  engrav¬ 
ing  department,  they  were  placed  in  ser¬ 
vice  by  the  coining  department  and 
used  as  long  as  possible,  sometimes  be¬ 
ing  taken  out  of  service  for  mainte¬ 
nance  and  returned  at  a  later  date. 
These  coinage  dies  were  often  used  in 
more  than  one  year,  as  long  as  they 


were  in  serviceable  condition.  An  ob¬ 
verse  die  dated  1795,  for  example,  may 
have  been  used  in  1796  or  even  later. 
Mint  records  are  silent  on  the  subject, 
and  thus  we  need  to  study  the  existing 
coins  themselves. 

The  gold  half  eagles  provide  imme¬ 
diate  proof.  According  to  mintage 
records,  8,707  half  eagles  were  minted 
in  1795  with  6,196  additional  pieces 
struck  in  1796.  Today,  we  know  of  12 
different  die  varieties  for  1795  (with  the 


Small  Eagle  reverse)  and  just  one  for 
1796!  For  this  discussion,  we  will  as¬ 
sume  that  examples  have  survived  at 
about  the  same  percentage  for  both 
years.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  hoards  of 
either  date.  Today,  approximately  400 
1795  half  eagles  remain  in  existence, 
while  only  about  50  1796  half  eagles  are 
known.  This  data  suggests  that  nearly 
5%  of  the  1795  mintage  survives  today, 
with  less  than  1%  of  the  1796  mintage, 
unless  some  1 795  half  eagles  were  struck 
in  1 796.  Similar  scenarios  could  be  de¬ 
veloped  for  virtually  all  coinage  issues  of 
the  first  Mint.  We  have  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  that  obverse  dies  were  used  in 
years  later  than  they  were  dated.  We 
can  also  be  reasonably  certain  that  dies 
were  not  used  in  years  earlier  than  they 
were  dated. 


This  discussion  brings  us  to  a  specific 
coinage  issue.  The  1795  half  eagles  with 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  die  are,  today, 
important  rarities.  Three  different  die 
varieties  are  known,  with  a  total  of 
about  30  examples  currently  accounted 
for.  The  variety  catalogued  as  Breen  5- 
W  is  considered  Rarity-7  with  only  nine 
or  ten  examples  known.  A  wonderful 
prooflike  Mint  State  example  of  this 
variety,  and  probably  the  finest  survivor 
of  this  die  combination,  will  be  offered 
in  our  January  2003  Rarities  Sale.  Breen 
6-W  is  apparently  unique.  We  have 
only  found  three  auction  listings  for 
this  variety,  most  recently  in  our  Sep¬ 
tember  2001  sale.  This  coin  has  a  thin 
adjustment  mark  at  center  of  the  ob¬ 
verse,  visible  on  the  plates  of  all  three 
auction  catalogues.  The  most  available 
variety,  although  rare  in  its  own  right, 
is  Breen  7-X,  known  to  the  extent  of 
about  20  coins.  Curiously,  nearly  every 
survivor  of  all  three  varieties  of  this  is¬ 
sue  is  high  quality.  At  least  10  examples 
of  the  30  known  are  Mint  State.  An¬ 
other  11  grade  Almost  Uncirculated, 
with  the  balance  being  fully  Extremely 
Fine.  The  sole  exception  is  an  example 
that  had  been  holed  and  plugged.  Two 
important  questions  surround  this  issue. 
When  were  they  struck  ?  Why  are  most 
surviving  examples  in  high  grade? 

Evidence  provided  by  the  coins 
themselves,  along  with  a  few  examples 
of  surrounding  issues,  allows  us  to  nar¬ 
row  the  time  of  production  with  reason¬ 
able  certainty.  All  three  obverse  dies 
were  also  used  for  the  1795  Small  Eagle 
coins.  Among  the  Small  Eagle  coins,  all 
three  obverse  dies  arc  in  the  perfect 
state  without  cracks  or  other  defects 
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The  1 795  Half  Eagle 


by  Mark  Borckardt 


The  Heraldic  Eagle  issues,  however, 
have  obverse  die  cracks,  clearly  indicat¬ 
ing  they  were  struck  later.  Based  on  ob¬ 
verse  die  states,  the  1 795  Heraldic  Eagle 
halt  eagles  were  struck  after  the  Small 
Eagle  coins.  Two  reverse  dies  are  known 
for  the  three  varieties.  Breen’s  reverse 
W  was  used  exclusively  with  two  1795 
obverse  dies.  It  is  interesting  that  the 
obverse  dies,  produced  in  1795,  have  15 
stars  representing  15  states  at  the  time 
these  dies  were  made.  Both  reverse  dies 
have  16  stars,  indicating  that  these  dies 
were  made  after  June  1796  when  Ten¬ 
nessee  was  admitted  to  the  Union.  The 
second  reverse  die,  Breen’s  reverse  X, 
was  also  used  with  a  1797  dated  obverse 


die.  Walter  Breen  described  a  variety 
known  as  1797  12-X.  Just  one  example 
exists  and  is  part  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  holdings.  This  single  coin 
provides  conclusive  evidence  that  these 
1797  half  eagles  were  struck  prior  to  the 
1795  issues.  The  reverse  die  is  perfect 
without  any  evidence  of  die  cracks, 
while  all  known  examples  of  1795 
Breen  7-X  have  moderate  to  extensive 
reverse  die  cracks.  The  1795  Heraldic 
Eagle  half  eagles  were  struck  in  1797,  or 
possibly  early  in  1798. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  evi¬ 
dence  to  suggest  why  all  1795 -dated  half 
eagles  with  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  ex¬ 
amples  are  in  higher  grades.  We  are  not 


aware  of  any  hoards  of  these  coins,  and 
no  documentation  suggests  they  were 
struck  for  any  special  purpose.  Walter 
Breen  often  suggested  that  similar  coins 
were  produced  for  one  or  another  presen¬ 
tation,  explaining  the  existence  of  high 
quality  examples  through  unsubstanti¬ 
ated  special  occasions.  Without  official 
or  unofficial  documentation,  we  hesitate 
to  suggest  that  these  were  anything  more 
than  circulation  strike  coins  using  ob¬ 
verse  dies  originally  created  in  1795  and 
reverse  dies  probably  produced  in  late 
1796  or  1797.  The  survival  of  these  coins 
in  high  grade  is  perhaps  more  than  a 
matter  of  chance,  however,  no  explana¬ 
tion  is  currently  available. 


Want  list  Service 


Let  us  find  for  you 
the  coins  you  want,  in 
the  grades  you  want,  and  at 
the  prices  that  will  be  a  good 
value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us 
your  list  of  important,  hard-to- 
find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range 
of  $250  and  up.  Just  copy  this  page,  com¬ 
plete  the  form  and  send  it  to  us  by  mail  or 
fax.  Use  extra  paper  if  needed!  Or  go  to 
www.bowersandmerena.com  and  complete 
an  electronic  submission  form. 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes 
and  ears  on  the  convention  bourse  floor,  in 
our  office  when  old-time  collections  come 
through  our  doors,  and  in  communications 
with  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the 
country. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 
quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in  com¬ 
bination  with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS, 
each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  Each 
and  every  purchase  you  make  comes  with  our 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Name 


Today’s  Date 
Street _ 


Customer#  (if  known) 


City 


I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  □  By  Phone# _ 

□  By  Fax# _  □  By  E-Mail 

Grading  Service  Preference  (If  Any)  _ 


State _  Zip 


□  By  Mail 


Date 


Denomination/Variety 


Grade  or  Grade  Range 


Send  this  form  in,  or  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper 
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Gold  Coins 


We  invite  you  to  review  our  selection  of  gold 
coins,  a  favorite  specialty  and  area  of  study  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

The  new  Harry  W.  Bass.  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge 
hook,  highly  acclaimed,  belongs  in  your  library, 
and  we  invite  your  order — secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  you  will  enjoy  your  copy 
immensely  and  use  it  often. 

Buy  an  “Eagle"  album  to  display  your 
certified  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can 
enjoy  your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try 
one  album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want 
albums  for  all  of  yobr  coins! 

Gold  coinage  references: 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Award-winning  study  of  the  superb  collec¬ 
tion  assembled  over  a  period  of  many  years  by  Harry  Bass, 
portions  of  which  are  now  on  display  at  the  ANA  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Colorado  Springs.  This  is  an  essential  text  for 
anyone  interested  in  early  American  gold  coins  1795- 
1 834,  and  will  be  a  valuable  text  for  everyone  else.  Includes 
sections  on  all  gold  coin  design  types  1795-1933,  U.S. 
pattern  coins  in  all  metals,  1896  “Educational”  currency 
notes,  and  a  biography  of  one  of  America’s  consummate 
numismatic  connoisseurs.  499  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
fully  illustrated  in  color  throughout.  Stock  No.BBM-148. 
List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss 
and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Qold  Coinage.  Edited  by  William  E. 
Metcalf.  Articles  from  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the  America’s 
Conference.  132  pages,  illustrated.  Cloth  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAN-21 2.  List  $15,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Qold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 
By  Q.  David  Bowers.  The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  hook.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-1  35.  List  $57.95,  before 
your  discount. 


Qold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  By  Douglas  Win¬ 
ter.  A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug  Winter  has 
done  since  the  first  edition  was  published.  Mintage,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  strike  information,  surfaces,  lustre,  die 
varieties  and  more.  220  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BW1-819.  List  $35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:  Dahlonega  in  the  Age 
of  Jackson.  By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge.  A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin  research, 
this  volume  has  just  been  reprinted  with  the  addition 
of  new  plates  and  photographs.  206  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List  $30,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability  and  commen¬ 
tary  related  to  striking  and  die  characteristics.  250 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-818. 
List  $25,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Qold  Eagles  1795- 
1804.  By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka.  The  first  systematic 
compilation  of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  the  known  eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Qold 
Coins.  By  David  Akers.  Much  worthwhile  information 
about  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Augustus  Saint-Qaudens  1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture.  By  Musee  des  Augustins.  This 
book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint-Gaudens,  his  home, 
and  more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BSG-601.  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95,  before  your  discount. 


GOLD  DOLLARS 


Mint  State  1851  Gold  Dollar 

1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
highly  attractive  orange  gold  surfaces.  1,700 

Mint  State  1854  Type  11  $1  Gold 


1854  Type  II.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous.  Very  well  struck  with  the  cen¬ 


tral  figures  of  the  date  on  the  reverse  being 
hold,  an  unusual  situation  as  these  are  typi¬ 
cally  weak.  Excellent  details  on  the  head, 
wreath,  and  other  features.  Late  state  of  the 
dies  with  interesting  clash  marks  visible,  par¬ 
ticularly  within  the  wreath  on  the  reverse 
where  the  outline  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty 
can  he  seen.  In  everlasting  demand  due  to 
the  necessity  of  the  scarce  Type  II  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  gold  sets . 2,850 

1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  1 ,195 

1855  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 

with  deep  orange  toning . 965 

1856  Slanted  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  This  is 
the  date  style  usually  seen  on  dollars  of  this 
year . 1,295 


Mint  State  1860-S  Gold  Dollar 


1860-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  extremely  sharp  design  features 


Recently  on  a  visit  to  New  York  City  a 
number  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Qalleries 
staffers  went  to  the  site  of  the  World  Trade 
Center  to  pay  their  respects.  How  often  in 
past  years  had  the  hotel  at  the  WTC  been 
the  venue  for  our  auctions,  hose  often  we 
had  dined  at  Windows  on  the  World  note 
gone,  as  part  of  the  tragedy  that 
overwhelmed  the  American  consciousness 
on  September  II,  2001.  Here,  Debbie 
McDonald  is  by  a  fence-barrier  on  which 
people  have  placed  remembrances. 
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and  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  slightly 
prootlike . 3,950 

Gem  Mint  State  1871  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1871  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  gem 
example  with  satiny  orange  gold  lustre  and 
extremely  sharp  design  features.  Just  3,900 
examples  were  minted  with  very  few  high- 
grade  survivors  remaining  today .  8,750 

Gem  1878  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  with  few 
gem  quality  examples  known  today.  Highly 
lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces  with  reflective 
fields  and  very  sharp  design  features.  PCGS 
has  only  graded  three  finer  coins,  all  MS- 


66. 


5,200 


Gem  Mint  State  1880  Gold  Dollar 


1880  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
quality  example  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  hints  of  pale  orange  toning.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  fully  prooflike  surfaces  with 


“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 
Dear  Dave, 

I  received  a  copy  of  the  Harry 
W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge  a  few 
days  ago  and  have  hardly  put  it 
down  since.  It  is  entertaining  and 
academically  interesting  beyond 
just  about  any  other  numismatic 
work  I  know  of  and  I  cannot 
imagine  anyone  who  is  remotely 
interested  in  numismatics  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  U.S.  gold  coins  in  par¬ 
ticular  not  wanting  to  have  a 
copy  for  his  or  her  library. 

David  W.  Akers 
Gold  coin  author,  expert 


slight  cameo  contrast.  Although  not  consid¬ 
ered  a  rarity  within  the  context  of  this  de¬ 
nomination,  the  mintage  of  just  1,600 
circulation  strikes  suggests  to  us  that  this  is¬ 
sue  remains  highly  desirable .  2,575 

Gem  Mint  State  1881  Gold  Dollar 


1881  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  sensational  gem 
example  has  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  with  a 
ring  of  lighter  greenish  gold  along  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with  amazing 
aesthetic  appeal . 4,350 


Quarter  Eagles 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  emphasizes  Liberty 
Head  and  Indian  issues.  Our  usual  selection  of 
“types”  and  selected  rarities  can  be  found  as  well. 
Happy  hunting! 

Lustrous  1796  No  Stars  $2.50 
First  United  States  Quarter  Eagle 


1796  No  Stars.  Breen- 1.  Rarity-4+.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  few  very  minor  abrasions,  how¬ 
ever,  these  are  absolutely  consistent  with  the 
grade  of  this  example.  Very  light  breaks  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  lustre,  evidence  of  the  slight  wear 
that  defines  the  AU-58  grade.  This  is  the 
very  first  coinage  design  for  the  quarter  eagle 
denomination,  and  these  coins  were  minted 
late  in  the  year.  There  are  actually  three  die 
varieties  of  1796  quarter  eagle  coinage 
known,  two  without  stars  on  the  obverse,  the 
third  with  stars.  Of  course,  all  three  of  these 
have  stars  as  part  of  the  reverse  design.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  the  first  variety,  unknown 
to  Walter  Breen  and  an  extreme  rarity  even 
today,  was  from  the  very  first  quarter  eagle 
delivery  of  September  21,  1796  and  consist¬ 
ing  of  just  66  coins.  The  second  delivery  was 
dated  December  22,  1796  and  included  897 
coins,  almost  certainly  all  of  the  variety  of¬ 
fered  here.  A  final  delivery  of  quarter  eagles, 
actually  dated  January  14,  1797,  included  432 
coins  that  we  believe  were  the  1796  With 
Stars  coinage.  Today,  only  90  to  100  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  variety  are  known,  mostly  in 
lower  grades  or  with  some  damage.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  rarity  for  the  highly 
advanced  collector .  90,000 


Important  1834  Quarter  Eagle 

1834  Large  Head.  AU-58  (NGC).  This  is  a 
very  scarce  variety  with  broken  M  in 
AMERICA.  Light  yellow  gold  with  hints 
of  green.  Slightly  prooflike  around  the  de¬ 
vices .  1,495 


Beautiful  1841-C  $2.50 
Lustrous  AU-58 


1841-C  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  yellow  gold. 
Nicely  struck.  A  very  pleasing  example  of 
this  Charlotte  issue.  Only  10,281  were 
struck,  of  which  we  believe  100  to  150  sur¬ 
vive,  most  of  them  being  EF  or  lower  ranges 
of  AU.  The  present  coin  is  distinctly  above 
average .  12,000 


Lustrous  1846-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1846-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  com¬ 
bination  of  lustre  and  prooflike  surface. 
Mostly  sharply  struck  with  deeply  basined 
fields,  giving  the  entire  coin  somewhat  of  a 
cameo  appearance. 

Dahlonega  Mint  gold  coins  are  ever¬ 
lastingly  popular  with  numismatists,  and 
quite  a  few  people  endeavor  to  acquire  a 
complete  set,  as  there  are  no  “impossible” 
rarities,  but  certainly  enough  to  mount  a 
challenge.  Among  these  is  the  1846-D,  of 
which  perhaps  175  to  250  exist,  but  mostly 
in  grades  of  VF  to  EF.  The  present  coin 
stands  high  above  that  normally  found, 
and,  further,  has  great  eye  appeal.  All  told 
this  will  be  a  marvelous  addition  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  cabinet . 4,650 


Important  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1846-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  surface  quality.  Only  a  few  faint 
hairlines  are  noted.  A  depression  in  Liberty’s 
cheek  appears  to  be  as  struck.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  nine  finer  examples  from  MS-60  to 

MS-64 .  3,375 
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Desirable  1847  Quarter  Eagle 

1847  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
tor  the  grade  with  sharp  design  elements  and 
nearly  complete  lustre.  Satiny  in  appearance 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields.  Pale  orange  ton- 
ing  is  primarily  limited  to  the  reverse.  1,495 
1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre .  1,295 

1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with 
considerable  lustre  and  traces  of  pale  lilac 
toning .  1,295 


Lustrous  1859-S  Quarter  Eagle 


1859-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Nicely  struck.  A  splendid  1859-S  quarter 
eagle,  the  importance  of  which  is  accelerated 
hy  the  great  interest  in  gold  coins  of  this  era 
engendered  hy  the  fabulous  discovery  of  the 
S.  S.  Central  America  Treasure,  lost  in  1857. 
The  S.  S.  Brother  Jonathan  treasure,  lost  in 
1865,  contributes  to  the  enthusiasm  as  well. 
The  1859-S  quarter  eagle  falls  through  the 
cracks,  no  equivalent  pieces  on  the  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  too  late  of  course  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Relatively  few  survive  in  a  con¬ 
dition  such  as  this . 4,100 


Important  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1862/1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
light  yellow  gold  and  very  faint  hairlines. 
Traces  of  deeper  orange  toning  are  evident 
along  the  borders.  The  features  of  this 
overdate  are  boldly  evident.  This  is  a  very 
rare  variety  that  was  first  discovered  by 
Aubrey  Behee  in  1962.  Perhaps  a  couple 
dozen  are 'known  today.  Exactly  24  coins 
have  been  certified  hy  PCGS  with  just  six  in 
higher  grades  than  the  present  coin.  3,500 


Important  1866  Quarter  Eagle 


1866  EF-40  (NGC).  Lightly  circulated.  Well 
struck  and  attractive.  A  truly  remarkable 
coin,  one  of  an  estimated  25  to  40  surviving 
from  a  circulation  strike  of  only  3,080 
pieces . 3,380 


1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow 
gold  with  frosty  lustre  and  faint  pinkish  ton¬ 
ing . 700 


Mint  State  1874  Quarter  Eagle 


1874  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attractive 
example  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre  and 
extremely  sharp  design  features.  Just  3,920 
examples  were  minted  and  very  few  of  these 
survive  today.  Both  PCGS  and  NGC  com¬ 
bined  have  certified  just  39  examples  of  this 
issue  in  all  Mint  State  grades . 2,600 


Rare  Mint  State  1875-S  $2.50 


1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  except 
for  the  eagle’s  leg  to  the  left.  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  1875-S. 
The  mintage  of  1 1,600  quickly  slipped  into 
circulation,  and  afterward  most  pieces  disap¬ 
peared.  We  believe  125  to  175  exist  today, 
mostly  in  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF.  At  the 
Mint  State  level  most  are  “low  end,”  and,  in 
any  event,  there  are  only  six  to  10  of  them 
around.  It  is  readily  seen  that  the  quarter 
eagle  specialist  will  want  to  sit  up  and  take 
special  notice  of  this  offering!  . 4,100 


Mint  State  1876  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1876  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist.  This 
lovely  example  has  bright  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  4,1 70 
circulation  strikes  were  coined,  and  from  this 
total  PCGS  has  only  graded  seven  as  MS-60 
or  finer . 4,350 


Gem  1878  Quarter  Eagle 


1878  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extremely  important 
gem  quality  example  of  this  rare  issue.  Al¬ 


though  not  a  rare  date,  this  qualities  as  a 
Condition  Rarity  with  just  six  finer  examples 
certified  hy  both  PCGS  and  NGC  com¬ 
bined . 3,000 

1880  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  lus 
trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  pale  or¬ 
ange  toning  at  the  borders.  Low-mintage  of 

just  2,960  circulation  strikes . 975 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich 
yellow  gold  surfaces  and  light  orange  toning. 
A  scarce  issue  with  just  4,000  examples  origi¬ 
nally  struck .  1,150 


Seldom  Seen  1885  $2.50 


1885  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold.  Some¬ 
what  prooflike  surfaces.  Dig  in  the  field  be¬ 
low  the  hair  bun,  otherwise  this  piece  would 
he  graded  higher.  The  1885  is  seldom  seen  in 
Mint  State,  as  there  is  no  reason  for  collec¬ 
tors  to  save  such  coins — Proofs  being  avail¬ 
able  at  the  time .  5,350 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  example 
with  brilliant  pinkish  gold  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features.  An  important  date  with  a 
low  mintage  of  just  8,720  coins . 829 

Choice  Mint  State  1894  $2.50 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  elements  and  reflective  fields. 

Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,725 

Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre .  1,475 


Choice  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1902  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  warm  yel¬ 
low-orange  gold.  A  lovely  specimen  which 
has  fewer  hairlines  than  one  might  expect 
on  a  Proof-64  coin,  thus  meriting  a  “high- 
end”  designation  in  our  opinion.  Only  193 
were  struck,  and  of  these  a  number  have  dis¬ 
appeared  and  even  more  have  been  mis¬ 
handled  and  damaged.  An  excellent 
opportunity  for  an  advanced  gold  specialist, 
or  for  someone  who  would  simply  like  a 
truly  memorable  coin  as  part  of  a  gold  type 

set . 9,500 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  sharp 
design  elements  and  deep  yellow  gold  lustre 
Exceptional  surfaces  with  a  small  lint  mark  at 
base  of  Liberty's  bust .  1 A  50 
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Gem  1  904  Liberty  Quarter  Eagle 

1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  with  trosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  very 
sharp  design  elements.  Examples  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  are  seldom  encountered .  1,900 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

faint  orange  peripheral  toning .  775 

Gem  1905  Quarter  Eagle 

1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre .  1 ,900 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  orange-yellow 

gold.  Lustrous.  A  nice  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  date,  and  on  the  present  market,  quite 
affordably  priced . 695 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  gem 

quality  example  and  we  find  no  reason  for  it 
not  to  he  in  an  MS-66  grade  holder.  Rich  and 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  with  very  sharp  de¬ 
sign  elements .  1,250 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre . 650 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre . 775 


Gem  1908  Indian  Quarter  Eagle 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  frosty 
orange  gold  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  very  light 
toning.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  new  design 
type . 3,595 

Gem  Mint  State  1909  $2.50 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  greenish  yellow 
gold  with  very  faint  pink  and  light  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  A  gem  for  the  connoisseur  of  20th  cen¬ 
tury  gold  issues . 3,750 

Choice  Mint  State  1909  Indian  $2.50 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  and  satiny  yellow 

gold  lustre.  An  attractive  example  of  this 
scarcer  issue .  1,900 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  yellow-or¬ 
ange  surfaces .  1,395 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  lus- 

tn . 1,070 

191  1  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some 
splashes  of  iridescence.  An  appealing 

in . 1,195 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 


frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces . 980 

1911  AU-53 .  199 


Choice  Mint  State  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  and 
very  sharply  struck.  This  lovely  example  fea¬ 
tures  an  extremely  sharp  mintmark.  Very  light 

yellow  gold  with  soft,  frosty  lustre .  16,000 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty 
light  yellow  gold  lustre . 475 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow-orange 
with  some  hints  of  iridescence.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  scarcest  (by  far)  Philadelphia 
Mint  quarter  eagle  of  the  design  type.  3,795 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 285 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold . 289 

Lustrous  1915  Quarter  Eagle 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely  at¬ 

tractive  example  with  deep  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  and  sharp  design  elements .  1,500 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow 
gold  lustre .  1 ,000 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  yellow  gold 
quarter  eagle . 495 

1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,000 


Sensational  1926  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  frosty  gem  has  fully 
brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional 

aesthetic  appeal . 2,900 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with 
a  hint  of  pink .  1,000 

Gem  Quality  1927  Quarter  Eagle 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  .  2,900 
1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  ..  690 


1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  lustrous  surfaces. 
Absolutely  splendid.  A  gorgeous  example  of 
the  next  to  last  date  in  the  quarter  eagle  se¬ 
ries . 995 

1928  MS-63  (PCSG).  Lustrous  light  yellow- 

orange  gold.  Beautiful! . 690 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lovely 

yellow  gold  lustre . 775 


Three-Dollar 

Gold 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be 
considered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of 
course,  being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the 
past,  you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many 
dates  are  considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a 
serious  collection  of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  today’s  collector.  Perhaps  90%  of 
the  dates  and  mintmarks  from  1854  to  1889  can 
be  collected,  in  many  instances  for  less  than 
$  1 ,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If  this 
piques  your  fancy,  we  would  be  happy  to  set  you 
up  on  our  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know 
when  needed  dates  and  mintmarks  come  to 
hand.  Interested?  Please  call  Mark  Borckardt  to 
discuss  your  collecting  strategy.  Remember, 
there  is  no  obligation  on  your  part  to  participate 
in  our  Want  List  Program,  just  the  opportunity 
to  acquire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as 
examples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly. 
We  are  constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice 
examples  for  our  customers. 

Extraordinary  and  exceptional  is  this  book, 
which  has  a  separate  section  on  $3  gold,  one  of 
Harry  Bass’  specialties: 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  By 
Q.  David  Bowers.  Award-winning  study  of  the 
superb  collection  assembled  over  a  period  of  many 
years  by  Harry  Bass.  499  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
fully  illustrated  in  color  throughout.  Stock 
No.BBM-148.  List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  $3  Gold 
Lustrous  and  Beautiful 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  curious 
denomination,  and  the  only  year  with  the 
word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  in  small  let¬ 
ters.  A  prize  specimen  that  will  lx-  a  showpiece 
in  any  type  set  or  general  collection.  ..  6,750 
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Scarce  1856-S  Three-Dollar  Gold 
1856-S  Breen-6355.  Medium  S.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  with  a  hint  of 
green.  A  lovely  example  with  satiny  lustre  and 
very  few  light  surface  marks.  With  a  mintage 
of  34,500,  this  is  the  fifth  highest  mintage  of 
the  denomination,  however,  remains  quite 

scarce,  especially  in  higher  grades .  2,150 

1874  AU-55.  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  example 
with  a  few  very  minor  hairlines . 995 

Gem  1878  $3  Gold 


Mint  State  1883  Three-Dollar  Gold 


1883  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  important  is¬ 
sue  from  a  circulation  strike  mintage  of  just 
900  coins,  one  of  few  gold  issues  with  mint¬ 
ages  below  1 ,000  examples.  Coined  in  light 
yellow  gold,  both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
reflective  fields  providing  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Although  the  surfaces  are  very  lightly 
abraded,  this  example  has  exceptional  eye 
appeal  for  the  grade . 4,400 

Gem  Proof  1888  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply 
frosty  (a  characteristic  of  this  date),  a  beau¬ 
tiful  piece  with  high  technical  grade  and  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  to  match . 8,600 

Lustrous  1878  $3 

1878  MS-60  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  orange  gold. 


Nicely  struck  and  with  deep  lustre.  ...  1,550 
1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow 
gold . 1,275 


1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  Proof 
with  yellow-orange  surfaces.  “Orange  peel” 
character  to  the  fields,  as  is  the  case  with 


A  LUCKY  1925-D  QUARTER  EAGLE 


This  letter  is  from  E.M: 

I  just  wanted  to  send  you  a  quick 
note  thanking  you  for  your  wonderful 
article  in  the  October  14th  issue  of  Coin 
World.  As  a  coin  collector  who  has 
dabbled  on  and  off  for  years,  I  was  very 
impressed  with  both  your  insight  and 
your  advice  to  new  coin  collectors... 

I  find  there  is  a  dichotomy  growing 
between  those  of  us  who  collect  coins 
because  we  enjoy  it,  and  those  who  sim¬ 
ply  want  an  alternative  investment  to 
stocks.  If  my  collection  didn’t  appreci¬ 
ate  in  value,  I  would  still  enjoy  looking 
at  it  and  sharing  it  with  my  children, 
reveling  in  their  “Oh  wow!”  comments 
and  “That’s  older  than  grandpa!”  and 
stirring  their  imaginations  with  images 
of  what  life  was  like  at  the  time  the 
coins  were  minted  and  stories  about  the 
artists  and  the  coins’  history. 

I  met  a  person  at  work  who  had  a 
1 925-D  gold  Indian  quarter  eagle  on  a 
chain  around  his  neck.  He  had  no  idea 
that  is  was  a  real  government  issued 
coin,  or  that  it  held  any  real  value.  He 
proceeded  to  tell  me  the  story  of  how 


his  grandfather,  while  in  Las  Vegas  in 
the  early  1930s,  lost  all  of  his  money  at  a 
casino.  It  was  raining  outside  and  as  he 
left  the  casino,  he  saw  a  glint  of  gold  in 
a  puddle.  He  picked  it  up  and  it  was  this 
gold  coin!  He  put  it  on  a  chain,  wore  it 
for  most  of  his  life  (said  it  brought  him 
good  luck)  and  passed  it  to  his  son,  who 
passed  it  down  again  to  his  son. 

He  was  so  excited  to  tell  me  the 
story  and  how  he  would  pass  this  coin 
down  to  his  son  when  he  turned  18,  I 
knew  he  would  be  interested  in  a  little 
history  on  the  coin  itself  as  well.  I  gave 
him  the  history  of  the  coin  and  the 
artist  Bela  Lyon  Pratt  and  the  contro¬ 
versy  surrounding  his  “contemporary 
Indian  design”  with  the  recessed  let¬ 
tering.  He  was  hooked.  He  never  real¬ 
ized  how  much  history  was  and  still  is 
embodied  in  every  coin. 

He  has  decided  that  he  will  also 
purchase  another  coin  with  “history” 
to  pass  down  to  his  other  son.  He  is 
following  your  advice  and  building  his 
appreciation,  and  his  collection,  one 
coin  at  a  time,  learning  about  each. 


many  Prcxif  gold  coin.s  of  this  era.  Sharply 
struck.  Beautiful  in  every  respect.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  piece  that  the  connoisseur  will  appreciate. 

Of  th  is  date,  the  number  of  Proofs  re¬ 
leased  is  not  known.  A  single  Pnx>f  was  de¬ 
livered  on  February  1,  1888,  and  in  March 
55  Proofs  were  delivered,  making  a  total  to 
this  point  of  56.  In  April,  200  were  ready  tor 
the  medal  cart  hut  were  not  delivered  until 
July  19,  these  being  “for  exchanges,"  and 
carried  as  Proofs  on  Mint  records,  this  ac¬ 
cording  to  R.W.  Julian,  hut  also  according 
to  Julian,  not  necessarily  actually  Proofs — 
the  mintage  may  have  included  some  circu¬ 
lation  strikes.  However,  it  is  likely  that  at 
least,  say,  125  or  so  Proofs  were  minted,  for 
today  we  estimate  that  perhaps  80  to  100 
exist,  still  a  rarity  in  terms  of  demand  and 
availability .  20,800 


$5  Gold  Half 
Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the 
following  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many 
exciting  and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and 
types,  from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from 
early  to  late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will 
find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call 
quickly  for  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Early  half  Eagles 


Attractive  1800  Half  Eagle 


1800  B-l-D.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
of  this  turn  of  the  century  issue  with  deep  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre  and  hints  of  green  toning.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  slight  central  weak¬ 
ness  with  the  remaining  design  elements  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for 
the  advanced  type  collector . 6,250 


Lustrous  1802/1  Half  Eagle 


1802/1  B-1D.  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustnxis 
with  rich  yellow  gold  and  traces  of  orange 
toning.  Attractive.  After  a  brief  intermission 
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during  1801,  halt  eagle  coinage  was  accom¬ 
plished  in  1802  using  dies  prepared  in  antici¬ 
pation  ot  production  during  the  preceding 
year.  Rather  than  discard  these  dies,  the  Mint 
punched  a  digit  2  over  the  previous  1.  This 
was  standard  practice  at  the  time,  with 
overdates  occurring  throughout  the  history  ot 
the  tirst  Mint .  5,850 


Lustrous  1803/2  Half  Eagle 


1803/2  B-1C.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  in  warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A  coin 
with  a  very  pleasing  personality,  one  that  has 
never  been  cleaned  or  dipped.  Some  splashes 
of  subtle  orange  toning  add  to  the  appeal. 
The  overdate  feature  is  extremely  hold  even 
under  low  magnification.  A  handsome,  thor¬ 
oughly  desirable  example  of  this  early  19th- 
century  half  eagle . 5,750 


Desirable  1808  Half  Eagle 


1808  Normal  Date.  B-4B.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Pleasing  greenish  yellow  gold  with  traces  of 
orange  toning  on  the  highest  points.  The 
surfaces  are  lightly  abraded  as  usual.  This  is 
an  example  of  John  Reich’s  handiwork  at  the 
Mint.  Reich  was  hired  the  previous  year  and 
set  about  introducing  new  designs  for  all  de¬ 
nominations  of  our  coinage . 4,290 


Choice  Mint  State  1835  $5 


1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  most  attractive  example 
with  brilliant  light  yellow  lustre  and  a  trace  of 
green.  A  sharply  struck  example.  Outstanding 
for  the  date  or  type  collector .  8,195 

1835  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  lightly  abraded  with 
attractive  greenish  yellow  gold  lustre.  1,195 

1837  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  green-gold 

with  considerable  eye  appeal .  1,195 

1 838  Small  Denomination.  Breen-65  1  4.  AU- 

50.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  however,  very 
lightly  c leaned.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  con¬ 
siderable  lustre  remaining . 875 


Liberty  head  Half  Eagles 


Splendid  1839  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1839  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  Liberty  half  eagle  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  of  pale  rose  toning.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck  with  full  obverse  and  reverse 
design  elements,  save  for  slight  weakness 
among  the  obverse  stars.  You  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  thrilled  to  have  this  in  your  collection. 
We  guarantee  it! . 4,950 


Mint  State  1840  Narrow  Mill  Half  Eagle 


1840  Narrow  Mill.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a 
lovely  Mint  State  example  with  extremely 
sharp  design  elements  and  brilliant  greenish 
gold  lustre.  A  few  very  light  surface  marks  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  high  quality  example  of  this  early 
Liberty  half  eagle.  In  his  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  “very 
rare  above  EF.”  Today,  we  would  character¬ 
ize  this  as  “very  rare  in  Mint  State.”  The  Bass 
Collection  auctions  yielded  12  different  1840 
Narrow  Mill  half  eagles,  with  1 1  grading  AU 
and  a  single  MS-60! . 4,650 


Lustrous  1841  Half  Eagle 


1841  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright,  brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  lustrous,  desirable,  and  beautiful.  That 
said,  here  indeed  is  a  classic,  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  half  eagle  which  is  seldom  en¬ 
countered  in  Mint  State.  When  one  is  found, 
often  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  lacking. .  5,600 
1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Fairly  sharply  struck 
with  much  mint  lustre  still  remaining,  mostly 
on  the  obverse  (just  the  opposite  of  the  nor¬ 
mal  situation,  in  which  lustre  tends  to  remain 
longer  on  the  reverse).  A  dandy  example  ot 


this  popular  date.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 495 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  strong  central  details.  While  not  a  rarity, 
this  is  a  very  difficult  issue  to  locate  in  higher 


grades . 795 

185 1  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold 
surfaces  with  exceptional  eye  appeal .  895 


Lovely  185 1-C  Half  Eagle 


185 1-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Outstanding  with 
lovely  greenish  gold  surfaces . 3,195 

Mint  State  1855-0  $5 
A  Find  for  the  Specialist 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1855-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold. 
Very  sharply  struck  with  a  wealth  of  detail  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse,  not  at  all  usual  for 
New  Orleans  Mint  coins.  Bright  surfaces  with 
some  suggestions  of  prooflike  quality.  Contact 
marks  here  and  there  are  defined  by  the  grade. 
A  sharp,  desirable,  and  exceedingly  rare  speci¬ 
men .  23,000 

Only  1 1,000  specimens  were  made  of  the  1855-0 
half  eagle,  strictly  a  utilitarian  coin,  and  virtually  all 
were  placed  into  circulation.  Today  we  estimate  that 
only  50  to  80  coins  exist,  of  which  perhaps  two  to  four 
could  be  called  Mint  State,  typically  in  and  around  the 
MS-60  level  as  here. 

Over  the  years  the  high-grade  1855-0  half  eagles 
have  eluded  just  about  all  specialists,  and  we  hasten  to 
mention  that  the  Norweb  Collection  and  the  Pittman 
Collection  each  had  an  AU  coin,  although  both 
numismatists  were  dedicated  connoisseurs. 

While  the  present  1855-0  is,  of  course,  a  condition 
rarity,  also  very  important  to  its  basic  desirability  is  its 
status  as  a  foundation  rarity  and  a  key  date  as  well.  For  the 
gold  specialist  this  represents  a  rare  prize  of  a  high  order! 


Important  1860-D  Half  Eagle 


1860-D  Medium  D.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  it 
tractive  example  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre 
1  lints  of  lilac  at  the  borders  accent  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Two  varieties  are  known 
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tor  tins  coinage  issue,  with  different  sized 
mintmarks.  The  other  variety,  which  is  per- 
cei\  ed  to  he  considerably  scarcer,  has  a  Large 
D  mintmark . 3,150 


Mint  State  1861  Half  Eagle 


1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharply 
struck  with  highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  sur- 
faces . 3,395 


JOHN  T.  WRITES 

Dear  Dave: 

I  just  wanted  to  drop  you  a 
quick  note  to  congratulate  you  and 
your  staff  on  the  upcoming  1 50th 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  I 
purchased  my  first  coin  from  you 
(a  Gem  Unc.  1931-S  Buffalo 
nickel)  in  1969,  and  subsequent  to 
that  purchase  I  was  placed  on  your 
mailing  list.  For  over  30  years  1 
have  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  1  have  also  kept 
up  with  your  books. 

In  the  late  1980s,  I  was  fortu¬ 
nate  to  acquire  a  complete  set  of 
Rare  Coin  Reviews,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Volume  l  and  2,  and  I  have 
continued  that  collection  through 
today,  with  the  centerpiece  being 
a  hardbound,  personally  auto¬ 
graphed  volume  of  RCR  #100. 

I  can  tell  you  that  1  have  en¬ 
joyed  leafing  through  these  issues, 
reading  the  many  tine  articles  and 
comparing  the  prices  of  both 
common  coins  and  great  rarities 
through  five  decades,  infinitely 
more  than  the  enjoyment  I  have 
ever  received  from  the  purchase 
of  any  individual  coin  or  piece  of 
currency.  1  often  pick  a  volume  at 
random  and  compare  the  prices 
from  RCR  #20  or  40,  etc.,  to  the 
prices  in  Volume  #1 20  or  1 40.  It’s 
educational,  fun  and  a  great 
source  of  reference. 

Congratulations  again!  1  look 
forward  to  RCR  #1  50  and  in  the 
future  to  RCR  #200.  Good  job!!! 


Wow!  186  3-S$5 
Incredibly  Rare 


1863-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces, 
sharply  struck  features,  and  a  justifiable  high 
grade.  Much  lustre  remains  in  protected  sur¬ 
faces  as  well  as  open  areas.  A  truly  beautiful, 
indeed  memorable  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  in  the  half  eagle  series.  From  the 
1 7,000  struck,  we  believe  that  only  25  to  35 
exist  today,  most  being  Fine  to  Very  Fine,  as 
David  Akers  commented  back  in  1979. 
“Only  one  specimen  as  high  as  AU  has  been 
sold  at  auction,  and  1  personally  have  seen 
only  one  better  than  EF,”  he  wrote.  Since 
then  we  handled  the  remarkable  treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  (lost  at  sea  on 
August  30,  1865),  which  yielded  three  ex¬ 
amples  in  EF  and  AU  grades. 

The  specialist  will  want  to  call  quickly  to 
reserve  this  piece,  secure  in  the  knowledge 
that  it  may  be  a  long  time  until  an  equivalent 
opportunity  arises .  24,800 

Date  fairly  well  centered  between  the  neck 
truncation  and  the  dentils.  Raised  ridges  among  the 
letters  in  Liberty ,  particularly  at  Li.  Large  mintmark  on 
reverse.  Note:  The  editor  would  like  to  know  if  these 
raised  ridges  exist  on  other  1 863-S  half  eagles  and 
would  welcome  correspondence  concerning  this. 


Remarkable  1867  Half  Eagle 


1867  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre  remaining  in  protected  areas.  A  lovely 
example,  one  of  the  finest  seen. 

There  were  just  6,870  half  eagles  struck  of 
this  date  for  circulation,  and  only  40  to  60 
exist  today,  only  one  or  two  at  the  Mint  State 
level.  Finding  a  high  grade  half  eagle  apart 
from  a  Proof  is  a  difficult  task,  and  this  an¬ 
swers  the  search  very  nicely!  . 6,700 


1867  Half  Eagle  Rarity 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  speci 
men  with  excellent  detail  on  both  sides. 


Warm  yellow-orange  surfaces  A  splendid 
example  of  this  classic  in  the  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries,  one  of  just  6,870  struck.  Today  we  es¬ 
timate  that  only  40  to  60  circulation  strikes 
remain,  with  VF  being  the  most  encoun¬ 
tered  grade,  followed  by  EF.  Examples  that 
can  be  called  AU  are  met  with  only  on 
widely  separated  occasions  —as  here.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  perhaps  two  or  three  Mint  State 
coins  can  be  traced . 4,250 


Notable  1 868  Half  Eagle 


1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  prooflike 
surface.  A  splendid  example  that  may  be  a 
circulated  Proof — we  have  not  studied  it 
carefully,  hut  this  seems  to  he  a  possibility.  In 
any  event,  it  was  struck  from  Proof  dies  with 
a  prooflike  surface,  including  within  the 
shield  stripes. 

The  mintage  of  the  1868  half  eagle  was 
very  restricted,  consisting  of  5,000  for  circu¬ 
lation  (of  which  perhaps  40  to  60  exist  tixlay) 
and  just  25  proofs .  7,000 

The  date  logotype  this  year  has  the  18  close,  and 
the  68  significantly  wider  each  about  the  same  space 
Both  8s  lean  to  the  right,  the  second  8  more  so  than  the 
first.  On  the  die  the  logotype  is  very  close  to  the  neck 
truncation. 

1873  Close  3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  yellow 
gold . 495 


Incredible  1877  Half  Eagle 
Circulation  Strike 


1877  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Somewhat  prooflike.  An 
incredible  rarity  in  Mint  State,  as  half 
eagles  of  this  date  were  not  deliberately 
saved  by  collectors,  who  could  easily  order 
Proofs  instead.  Indeed,  trying  to  find  a 
Mint  State  Philadelphia  half  eagle  in  this 
era  would  have  been  a  challenge  in  itself, 
as  these  were  produced  only  to  the  order  of 
depositors  and  were  not  available  in  banks 
or  the  general  channels  of  commerce.  To¬ 
day  we  believe  that  of  the  1,132  circulation 
strikes  made,  only  two  or  three  exist  in 

Mint  State . 9,700 

1879-S  MS-61  (NGC').  Light  yellow  gold 
Highly  lustrous.  Nicely  struck  A  pleasing 
coin  for  the  date  and  mint  specialist.  890 
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Gem  Mint  State  1881-S  $5 


188 1- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold  lus¬ 

tre  with  light  greenish  gold  toning  just  inside 
the  borders.  This  is  one  of  just  eight  examples 
certified  as  MS-65  by  NGC  with  none  finer. 
PCGS  has  never  grade  an  example  of  this 
date  higher  than  MS-64! .  5,300 

1882  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 
yellow  gold  lustre . 229 

1882- CC  EF-45.  Pale  greenish  gold . 595 

1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre .  1,250 

1885-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow 
gold . 285 


Choice  Mint  State  1886  $5 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  light  pinkish  yellow  gold. 
Although  this  issue  does  not  immediately 
come  to  the  fore  when  one  thinks  of  rare  date 
gold  coins,  the  issue  is  quite  elusive  in  choice 
or  gem  Mint  State.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only 
graded  six  examples  at  this  grade  level,  along 
with  three  finer  coins.  Certainly  a  condition 

rarity . 2,150 

1889  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  rich  yellow  gold  and  splashes 
of  orange  on  the  reverse.  A  very  rare  issue 
from  a  surprisingly  low  mintage  of  just  7,520 
coins .  1,075 


Lovely  1891  Half  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and  whispers  of 
orange  toning.  A  delightful  example  and 
tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  This  is  a 
very  scarce  issue  with  just  61,360  coins 

minted . 3, 100 

1891  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
nearly  complete  lustre .  339 


1891- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold 

lustre  with  faint  pinkish  toning . 560 

1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 429 

Choice  Proof  1893  Half  Eagle 
Deep  Cameo 


1893  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is 
an  incredible  Proof  with  bright  yellow  gold 
devices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  fully  detailed,  and  both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  exceptional  cameo  contrast.  Just 
77  Proofs  were  struck,  and  we  believe  that 
this  has  to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  sur¬ 
vivors.  In  the  five  years  from  1997  to  2001, 
just  eight  Proofs  of  this  date  appeared  in  pub¬ 
lic  auctions,  including  examples  in  the  Bass, 
Childs,  and  Pittman  collections .  16,250 

Mint  State  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

1893-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish 
yellow  gold  with  faint  pink  toning.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  final  Carson  City 
half  eagle .  1 ,400 

Choice  1897  Half  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel¬ 


low  gold  lustre .  1 ,600 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant  yellow  gold .  259 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


Gem  1900  Half  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exceptional  eye  appeal 
with  sharp  design  features  and  lovely  orange 
gold  lustre . 2,650 

Gem  1902-S  Half  Eagle 


1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 
example  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Virtually  perfect  surfaces.  A  coin  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur .  . 2,650 


1903-S  AU-58.  Light  yellow  gold .  195 

Choice  Mint  State  1905  $5 
1905  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Far 

above  average  in  quality . 895 

1905-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

fully  lustrous . 495 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  570 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design  el¬ 
ements . 570 

1907  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . 195 


Amazing  1907-D  Liberty  $5 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1907-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sublimi¬ 
nal  orange  toning.  This  is  an  extremely  at¬ 
tractive  example  and  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Tied  with 
nine  others  as  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  In 
fact,  just  two  Denver  Mint  issues  were  pro¬ 
duced  with  this  design,  and  both  dates  com¬ 
bined  have  just  one  finer  coin  certified  by 
PCGS.  If  you  are  searching  for  a  top-quality 
Denver  Mint  Liberty  half  eagle,  this  is  the 
coin  for  you . 5,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1907-D  Half  Eagle 


1907-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,640 

1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  and 


“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers'  Recent  Books 
Dave, 

Your  book,  More  Adventures 
With  Rare  Coins ,  arrived  over  the 
weekend.  1  love  the  in-depth  for¬ 
mat.  I  started  reading  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  had  to  force  myself  hack 
to  work. 

Jeff  Garrett 
Dealer,  author 


November/December  2002 
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sharp  design  features.  A  popular  issue  repre¬ 
senting  a  transitional  year  between  the  Lib¬ 
erty  and  Indian  designs . 985 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  outstanding 
example  with  exceptional  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Boldly  struck .  570 

Indian  half  Eagles 


Choice  Mint  State  1908  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  the  Design 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delight¬ 
ful  example  with  sharp  design  features  and 
satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  First  year  of  the  In¬ 
dian  design . 3,100 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  lovely  yellow  gold  lustre. ..  1,050 

1908-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression 
with  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,050 

1908-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  scarce  is¬ 
sue  and  is  seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  We 
are  delighted  to  make  this  coin  available 
Extremely  weak  mintmark . 475 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  with 

satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  795 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Warm  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Splendid.  1,125 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish 
gold . 795 

1914-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  yellow  gold. 
The  mintmark  is  clearly  visible,  although 
blurred  without  central  opening .  269 


Mint  State  191 4-S  $5 


1914-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key-date  with  pale  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Not  often  encountered  at  any  Mint  State 
level . 2,395 


TO  ORDER 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


sio  Gold  Eagles 


Key  1866  $10  Gold 
With  Motto 


As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to  you, 
order  with  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as  your 
satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Our  listing  includes  many  interesting 
and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty  Head  series, 
concluded  by  some  high-grade  Indian  eagles. 

Liberty  Head  Gold  Eagles 


Exceptional  1844  Eagle 


1866  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well 
struck,  and  with  much  lustre  still  remaining 
in  protected  areas,  particularly  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  1 866  eagle  as  offered  here  is  one 
of  just  3,750  circulation  strikes  believed  to 
have  been  made.  All  were  produced  strictly 
for  utilitarian  purposes,  as  any  numismatist 
desiring  an  example  is  apt  to  buy  a  Pnxif.  To¬ 
day,  relatively  few  exist,  and  those  that  do 
tend  to  he  in  well  worn  grades.  The  present 
piece  is  a  true  find  for  the  specialist.  1  3,500 


1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow  gold. 
Nicely  struck.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
this  early  Liberty  Head  eagle,  a  coin  which 
when  seen  is  most  often  encountered  VF  or 
EF . 6,400 


Lovely  AU  1845-0  $10 


1845-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  yellow  gold, 
somewhat  prooflike  in  protected  areas.  A  far 
above  average  quality  example  of  this  early 
eagle.  When  seen,  the  typical  piece  is  apt  to 

be  VF  or  EF . 9,100 

1847-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Vivid  greenish  gold 
lustre . 595 


Important  1865-S  Eagle 
“Perfect”  Date 


1865-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example  in 
warm  orange  gold.  Some  toning  around  the 
protected  areas.  Perfect  date,  not  inverted 
date,  and  actually  scarcer  than  the  inverted 
date — an  interesting  turn  about.  A  prize  coin 
which  we  are  very  proud  to  present  for  your 
consideration .  11,700 


Key  1878-CC  Gold  Eagle 


1878-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  attractive  speci¬ 
men  in  medium  yellow  gold.  A  choice  high 
level  circulated  example  of  a  Carson  City 
eagle  that  is  hardly  ever  seen  in  any  grade.  Of 
the  mintage  of  3,244,  we  estimate  that  only 
60  to  90  exist  today,  virtually  all  of  w'hich  are 
VF  to  EF,  although  we  do  note  that  NGC  has 
graded  one  as  Mint  State.  The  history  of  this 
variety  is  interesting  to  contemplate,  as  its 
desirability  has  been  long  heralded.  We  men¬ 
tion  simply  the  William  H.  Woodin  Collec¬ 
tion  specimen,  sold  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  in 
March  191 1,  Lot  1  345,  described  as  “Good” 
condition  and  also  “stamped,”  perhaps  mean¬ 
ing  that  it  had  initials  or  some  other  problem. 
7,400 

1880  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  lightly  abraded  al¬ 
though  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre .  495 

1881-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 
pinkish  toning . 595 


Important  1882-CC  Half  Eagle 
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brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  virtually 
complete  lustre.  This  is  an  extremely  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  issue.  Walter  Breen  noted 
this  issue  is  prohibitively  rare  above  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  grade.  Just  6,764  examples  were 
minted.  This  is  virtually  the  finest  available 
quality.  Just  one  coin  has  been  graded  higher, 
and  this  considers  both  PCGS  and  NGC 
populations  combined . 9,850 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  brilliant  deep  yellow  gold  lustre.  ..  679 

1888  AU-58  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  525 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
attractive  pinkish  gold  lustre .  595 

1892-CC  VF-30.  Pale  yellow  gold  surfaces.  465 

Choice  Mint  State  1892-S  $10 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1892- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 

with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre.  This  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  serious 
collector  of  Liberty  gold  coinage.  Although 
the  mintage  of  1 15,500  coins  hardly  suggests 
that  this  is  a  rarity,  very  few  higher  grade  sur¬ 
vivors  are  known.  In  fact,  this  example  is  one 
of  just  1 7  coins  certified  as  MS-63  by  PCGS. 
Not  a  single  example  has  received  a  higher 
grade . 2,375 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  Mint 

State  example  with  sharp  design  elements 
and  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,100 

1893- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Sharply  stuck  with 

brilliant  yellow-gold . 595 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Sharply  struck  with 

frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  faint  orange 
toning . 675 

1894- 0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 329 

1895- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre .  775 

1897-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow-orange 
gold.  Much  lustre  remains . 429 

Choice  Mint  State  1898  Eagle 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Very  well  struck  with  needle  sharp  definition 
of  detail.  A  very  pleasing  example .  1,395 

Extraordinary  1901  Liberty  Eagle 


1 901  MS-66  (NC  i( ,').  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  outstanding  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  This  impressive  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur .  5,495 
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Superb  Gem  1901-S  Eagle 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  Quite  well  struck.  A  few  flecks  are 
noted,  but  overall  the  piece  is  of  high  qual¬ 
ity . 5,950 


Gem  1901-S  Eagle 


1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  sharp 
example  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  very  faint  iridescent  toning.  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal . 3,250 


Choice  Mint  State  1903  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  problem-free  example  that  is  sure  to 
delight . 2,500 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 

with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  yellow  gold 
surfaces .  1,225 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre . 675 

1903- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Rich  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 495 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  a 

hint  of  toning.  Very  sharply  struck .  525 

1904- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  scarce  issue  fea¬ 

tures  soft  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp 
details.  Popular  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Not 
very  many  20th-century  gold  coins  exist  with 
a  little  “o”  (and  is  usually  is  little)  mintmark 
on  the  reverse . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  at¬ 

tractive  greenish  gold  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck . 945 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre . 945 


Choice  Mint  State  1906-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  at  this  grade  level  with  sharp  design 
features  and  brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre. 
PCGS  has  only  graded  eight  MS-63  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  scarce  date  with  another  eight 
coins  in  higher  grades.  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist .  2,995 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

greenish  gold  lustre . 379 

1907  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold .  195 

Indian  Gold  eagles _ 

1907  Indian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant 


with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  750 

1907  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 439 


Choice  1908  No  Motto  $10 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  hints  of  green.  An  extremely 
pleasing  example  for  the  grade  with  sharp 
design  elements.  Much  scarcer  than  the  1 907 

issue  of  this  design  type .  3,350 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
Scarce,  from  a  mintage  of  just  33,500.  .  950 


Mint  State  1908-D  Eagle 
No  Motto 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely 
yellow  gold  with  sharp  features .  1,450 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1908  $10 
With  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 


1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  lovch 
example  has  light  yellow  gold  lustre. .  2,h50 
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1908  With  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fullv  lus¬ 
trous  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  575 


Important  1908-S  Eagle 


1908-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
Mint  State  example  with  brilliant  yellow 
gold  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces.  A  low-mint¬ 
age  issue  with  just  59,850  coins  minted.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  in 


20th  century  gold  coins . 6,950 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 635 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  attractive,  lustrous  surfaces .  1,195 


1909-D  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre  and  few  minor 
abrasions.  Among  the  scarcer  Indian  eagles, 
from  a  mintage  of  just  1 2 1 ,540  coins. ...  795 
1 909-D  MS-60  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example, 

highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck .  725 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,075 


Gem  Mint  State  1910-D  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
considerable  aesthetic  appeal.  Although  not 
a  rare  date,  this  issue  is  seldom  encountered 
in  gem  quality.  An  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity . 5,600 


Near  Gem  1910-D  Eagle 
1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with 

pinkish  gold  surfaces .  1,850 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  w-irh  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces .  569 

1910-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre .  495 

1910-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  quality  with 

frosty  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  example 
with  frosty  surfaces  and  a  hint  of  green  lus¬ 
tre . 980 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  outstanding  light  yellow'  gold 

lu  era  . 549 


Mint  State  1912  Eagle 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 
light  yellow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional  eye 
appeal.  Although  sometimes  considered  a 
common  date,  this  is  much  scarcer  than 

many  in  the  series . 2,470 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  frosty  yellow'  gold  surfaces.  An 

ideal  candidate  for  your  rype  set .  1 ,025 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
light  yellow  gold  lustre . 575 


Lovely  191 2 - S  Indian  Eagle 


1912-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  rich  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Although  300,000  examples  w'ere 
struck,  very  few  high  quality  survivors  remain 
today.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 


cialist . 3,750 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  w'ith  lus¬ 
trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces .  575 


Mint  State  1913-S  Rarity 


1 91 3-S  MS-60  (NGC).  This  is  one  of  the  rarer 
issues  among  Indian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of 
just  66,000  coins.  Moderately  abraded  as  one 
would  expect  for  the  grade  assigned,  how¬ 
ever,  still  attractive  w'ith  deep  yellow  gold 
lustre.  For  a  real  challenge,  consider  forming 
a  complete  collection  of  San  Francisco  Mint 

coins  dated  1913 . 3,850 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  light 
green  lustre .  569 


Choice  Mint  State  191 4-D  $10 


1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  impressive 
example  w'ith  highly  lustrous  light  yellow 
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gold  surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist .  3,100 

Mint  State  1914-D  $10 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
with  faint  pinkish  toning  over  yellow  gold 

lustre .  1,540 

1914-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Slightly  weakly  struck 
although  with  exceptional  light  yellow  gold 

lustre  and  very  pleasing  surfaces .  465 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  choice  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  1,295 
191  5  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  con¬ 
siderable  eye  appeal .  595 


Rare  Mint  State  191  5-S  Eagle 


191  5 -S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  issue  with  highly  lustrous 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Exceptional  qual¬ 
ity  for  the  grade,  representing  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist . 5,650 

Mint  State  1916-S  $10 

1916-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  a  very  attractive 
example  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  1 ,450 
1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow'  gold 
surfaces.  An  ideal  candidate  for  your  type 


collection . 985 

1926  MS-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  lustre . 635 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

yellow  gold  lustre . 465 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 

w'ith  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1 ,050 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

with  lustrous  surfaces . 985 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  645 

1932  AU-55.  An  attractive  example .  399 


Mark  M.  Writes 

I  have  been  a  customer  of 
yours  since  the  1960s.  What  I 
bought  back  then  wras  mostly 
“type”  in  the  gold  series.  You  al¬ 
ways  delivered  premium  quality, 
and  because  of  this  1  have  been 
buying  ever  since. 

Every  coin  I  have  ever  bought 
from  you  has  been  as  nice  as  I  had 
hoped  for,  or  even  better. 
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Our  Collection 
portfolio  Program 

A  Special  Introductory  Offer  for  You!  •  Save  $50,  $100,  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collec¬ 
tion  with  some  of  the  world’s  greatest  numismatic  experts  at 
your  service.  The  Bowers  and  Merena  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program  is  the  most  convenient  way  to  build  a 
significant  collection  in  the  specialty  of  your  choice. 

Join  today  and  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  special  package  offers. 

Here  is  how  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a 
package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully 
hand-picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

•  Indian  cents 

•  Type  set  of  U.S.  Coins 

•  Commemorative  half  dollars 

•  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 

•  Franklin  half  dollars 

•  Morgan  silver  dollars 

•  United  States  gold  coins 

•  you  name  it! 

You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know 
and  we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick 
only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Our  expert  numismatists,  including  Gordon 
Wrubel,  A1  Pinkall,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Dave  Bowers, 
will  make  each  selection  for  you,  Betty  Wrubel  will  be 
keeping  track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP 
members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  of  coins 
acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of  our 


Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You 
and  your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be 
proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  another  attraction  for  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  in¬ 
voiced  at  a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list 
price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins 
and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive 
our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gordon,  Betty,  A1  or  Melissa  at 
1  -800-222-5993  with  credit  card  in  hand.  Let 
them  know  your  collecting  interests,  the 
amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $200),  and  the  grades  you  would 
like  to  collect.  Your  first  shipment  of  beautiful 
coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change 
the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the 
series  you  collect. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection. 
Simply  decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect. 
Then  let  us  hand  select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you 
and  pay  only  $450.  Or,  select  $  1 ,000  list  price  in  coins  and 
pay  only  $900.  Get  a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering 
$5,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $4500! ! !  These  special 
offers  are  good  for  your  first  month’s  selection  only. 


U n iTED  States  Gold  Coins  for  sale 


$20  Gold  Double 
Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is 
offered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold 
pieces  continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent 
low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  these  large  gold 
coins  have  been  “selling  like  hotcakes”  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  not  only  our 
distribution  of  1857 -S  and  1856-S  $20  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America  and,  earlier,  treasures  from 
the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all 
other  issues  as  well.  We  hardly  ever  see  Brother 
Jonathart  coins  anymore,  in  relation  to  the  over 
1 ,000  pieces  we  sold. 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or 
sequences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of 
our  customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces, 
finding  coins  in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal 
combination  of  price  paid  vis-a-vis  quality  and 
value  received. 

Liberty  Head 
Double  Eagles 

1853  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 


considerable  lustre . 875 

1855-S  EF-45  (PCGS) .  1,295 


Gem  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1857-S  S.S.  Central  America.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Registration  number:  SSCA1 127  on  holder, 


variety  20A,  Spiked  Shield,  per  Bob  Evans’ 
classification.  A  lovely  specimen,  very,  very 
lustrous,  nicely  struck,  and  virtually  defini¬ 
tive  for  the  MS-65  grade.  A  coin  hand  picked 
with  care .  12,750 


Mint  State  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1857-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  highly  lustrous,  fully  brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces.  Extremely  sharply  struck. 
This  is  an  important  opportunity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Designated  as  variety  20A,  Spiked 

Shield . 8,250 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  yellow  gold. 
Much  lustre  remains  in  protected  areas.  A 
lovely  example  at  the  AU-50  level,  a  piece 
with  a  good  deal  of  life  or  old-fashioned  de¬ 
sirability.  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagles 
are  usually  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades 
than  this .  1,085 


1872-CC  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  considerable  lustre.  Very  faint 
hairlines  are  present,  typical  of  these  large 


“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 


Your  great  book,  A  California 
Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  trea - 
sure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America, 
just  arrived.  I  look  forward  to  reading 
it  avidly! 

I  am  off,  in  a  couple  of  days,  for  my 
annual  two-week-long  peaceful  float 
trip  through  the  Grand  Canyon — with 
no  alarm  clocks  (only  the  sun),  no 
harking  dogs,  no  boom-boxes,  no  cel¬ 


lular  telephones,  no  pagers,  no  Palm- 
Pilots,  no  internal  combustion  ma¬ 
chines  or  their  alarms,  no  microwaves 
....nothing,  in  short,  other  than  the 
noises  of  the  river  and  the  wind. ...with 
an  occasional  raven’s  croak  thrown  in 
for  texture. 

When  1  get  hack,  I’ll  continue  with 
your  hook. 

Doug  P.  [California) 


gold  coins  that  were  often  subjected  to  clean¬ 
ing  at  one  time  or  another.  Tins  is  a  very  rare 
issue  in  higher  grades  with  the  addition  of 
any  example  in  AU  or  better  grade  being  an 
important  acquisition .  5,300 

Pleasing  1874-CC  $20  Gold 

1874-CC  AU-50  (NGC')-  Lightly  abraded,  yet 
attractive  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with 
some  lustre  remaining .  1 ,600 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  should  have 

probably  been  graded  AU-50,  although  a  few 
very  light  hairlines  in  the  obverse  field  sug¬ 
gest  the  EF-45  grade  assigned  by  PCGS.  This 
lovely  double  eagle  has  exceptional  lustre, 
virtually  complete,  and  is  extremely  sharp. 
An  outstanding  candidate  for  the  date  spe¬ 
cialist,  or  for  the  design  collector .  1 ,395 

Important  1883-CC  Double  Eagle 

1883- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  spectacular  ex¬ 

ample  with  virtually  complete  lustre  and 
highly  attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
Sharply  struck . 2,100 


Rare  Mint  State  1884-CC  $20 


1884-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
lovely  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design 
elements.  Although  a  common  date  among 
CC  double  eagles,  this  emerges  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  issue  in  full  Mint  State  quality.  2,810 

Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

1890-CC  AU-50.  Light  yellow  gold  with  few 
very  minor  abrasions  and  hairlines.  Consid¬ 
erable  lustre  remains .  1,450 

1890- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  for  the  grade  with  nearly  complete 
yellow  gold  lustre!  The  surfaces  have  very 
light  imperfections,  however,  this  example 
has  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  1,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1891-S  $20 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 

lovely  specimen  of  the  MS-63  grade — hand 
picked  for  quality.  Would  that  all  MS-63 
double  eagles  were  this  nice.  If  you  have  been 
looking  for  a  very  attractive  piece  at  the  MS-63 
level,  this  will  nicely  answer  the  call . 2,1 50 

Pleasing  1892-CC  Double  FAgle 

1892- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  i-.  a  delightful 
example  with  considerable  light  yellow  gold 
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lustre  and  tew  minor  surface  marks.  An  im- 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,695 
1893  MS-61  (PCGS) . 449 

Lovely  1893-CC  Double  Eagle 
1893-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  with  very  slightly  prooflike  fields.  1 ,450 

Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  $20  Gold 
1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1,395 

Gem  Mint  State  1898-S  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1898-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
extremely  attractive  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
traces  of  pinkish  toning.  This  issue  is  from  a 
very  high  mintage  in  excess  of  two  million 
coins,  however,  nearly  all  are  in  lower  Mint 
State  grades  at  best.  Just  one  finer  coin,  a 
spectacular  MS-67,  has  been  graded  higher 
than  the  present  example  by  PCGS.  .  7,680 
1900  MS-62  (PCGS) . 495 

Choice  1903-S  Double  Eagle 


1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  sharp  design  elements  and  light  yellow 
gold  lustre . 2,685 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


1 904  MS-65  ( P(  X  »S).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  An  exceptional  gem 
example  for  the  connoisseur .  2,850 


Mint  State  1905  Double  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose 
toning.  This  is  very  sharply  struck.  Just 
58,910  circulation  strikes  were  minted,  the 
second  lowest  production  of  any  Liberty 
double  eagle  from  the  20th  century.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  seldom  encountered  in  higher 
grades . 3,850 


On  October  7,  1756,  Daniel  Fowle, 
printer  of  Portsmouth,  launched  the 
New  Hampshire  Gazette,  becoming  the 
first  newspaper  in  the  province.  The 
publisher  promised  the  “freshest 
advices,  foreign  and  domestic.”  Fowle’s 
newspaper,  while  it  stood  as  the  first  in 
New  Hampshire,  was  preceded  hy  at 
least  eight  other  journals  in  the  colo¬ 
nies,  beginning  with  an  effort  in  Bos¬ 
ton  on  September  25,  1690,  by  Rich¬ 
ard  Pierce.  Some  lasted  only  an  issue 
or  two.  The  well  known  Boston  News 
Letter,  commenced  on  April  24,  1704, 
appeared  weekly  until  the  Revolution. 

Today,  Fowle  is  numismatically  re¬ 
membered  as  the  printer  of  early  paper 
money  for  New  Hampshire — although 
some  of  his  printing  was,  shall  we  say, 
less  than  official. 

In  1758,  Fowle  printed  and  sold  An 
Astronomical  Diary;  or,  an  Almanack  For 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  1 758.  Being 
the  Second  after  Bissextile  or  Leap  Year.  In 
the  3 1  st  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George 
II,  the  lengthy  title  being  typical  of 
books,  almanacs,  and  other  printed 
texts  of  the  time.  It  was  a  small  16-page 
compendium  of  knowledge.  Articles 
treated  comets  and  eclipses,  hut  did  not 
predict  rain,  snow,  or  other  atmo¬ 
spheric  occurrences,  suggesting,  reason¬ 
ably  enough  it  would  seem,  that  “the 


Important  1906-D$20 
First  Denver  Mint  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  stunning  Mint 
State  example  has  exceptional  surfaces  for  the 
grade  and  lovely  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Highly  attractive  and  truly  a  coin  the  will 
please  even  the  most  discriminating  of  collec¬ 
tors.  A  condition  rarity  with  just  a  single  finer 
MS-65  example  certified  hy  PCGS.  ...  3,650 


peruser  will  necessarily  be  obliged  to 
form  judgment  of  the  weather  from  the 
appearance  of  the  heavens.”  Fowle  also 
declined  to  give  the  effect  of  the  moon 
upon  one’s  body,  rejecting  this  as  an 
“antique  notion.” 

Similar  to  Benjamin  Franklin’s 
“Poor  Richard,”  Daniel  Fowle  advised 
and  admonished  the  reader  with  say¬ 
ings,  observations,  and  bits  of  wisdom. 
Samples,  some  of  which  were  likely 
filched  from  elsewhere: 

Of  all  our  senses,  sight  is  definitely 
the  quickest. 

He  that  is  not  handsome  at  20,  nor 
strong  at  30,  nor  rich  at  40,  nor  wise  at 
50,  will  never  be  handsome,  strong,  rich, 
or  wise. 

The  houses  of  the  great,  in  reality,  are 
not  the  most  cheerful  ones. 

A  miser  and  a  hog  may  be  compared 
together;  till  they  are  both  dead  we  re¬ 
ceive  no  benefit  of  either. 

Fish  and  visitors  often  smell  in  three 
or  four  days. 

He  that’s  once  ambitious  is  always  so. 

Some  people  are  busy,  and  do  nothing. 

When  you  are  married,  study  addition, 
practice  multiplication,  and  avoid  division. 

Some  die  of  hunger,  but  more  by  eat¬ 
ing. 

There  is  no  companion  like  the 
penny. 

A  gay  coat  doth  not  make  a  gentle¬ 
man,  nor  a  gilded  cover  a  good  book. 


TIMELESS  ADVICE 


November/December  2002 


82 


Rare  coin  Review  H50 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1906-S  A  LI-58  (PCGS,  Bass).  Satiny  yellow 
gold  with  virtually  complete  lustre.  From  the 
Bass  Collection .  529 

Lustrous  1 907  Liberty  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1907  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex- 
ample  of  the  final  year  of  issue  for  this  design 
type.  This  exceptional  example  has  highly 
lustrous  greenish  gold  lustre  w  ith  consider- 


able  aesthetic  appeal .  1,560 

1907  Liberty.  MS-60 .  450 


Choice  1907-S  Double  Eagle 
1907-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features .  1,675 

Saint-Gaudens 
double  Eagles 


Gem  1908  No  Motto  Double  Eagle 
From  the  Wells  Fargo  Hoard 


1908  No  Motto.  Wells  Fargo.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Extremely  attractive  with  rich  yellow  gold 


lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  Just  a  wisp  of 
pinkish  toning  is  present  on  each  side.  An 
important  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of 
these  coins,  seldom  seen  now  that  the  hoard 

has  been  dispersed .  2,700 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bright 
yellow  gold  surfaces . 600 


Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
sharp  design  features  and  exceptional  pink¬ 
ish  gold  lustre . 3,250 


Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
quality  example  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre. 


Far  above  average  for  the  issue  with  just  12 
higher  quality  examples  certified.  Hus  date 
is  very  scarce  in  gem  quality .  3,1 50 

Impressive  1910-S  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
1910-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Certified  as  gem  qual 
ity  with  soft  yellow  gold  lustre  and  a  trace  of 
orange  toning.  This  is  a  very  rare  issue  in  MS- 
65  or  higher  grade,  despite  being  considered 
a  common  date  at  the  low  end  of  the  Mint 
State  grading  spectrum.  Just  10  finer  ex 
amples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS.  7,950 


Lustrous  1910-S  $20 


1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  sat- 
iny  orange  gold  surfaces.  So  very  nearly  meet¬ 
ing  the  qualifications  for  gem  status.  .  2,175 
1910-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  frosty  orange  gold  lustre .  735 


TO  ORDER 

Call:  800-222-5993 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Try  our  24-Hour  Order  Line 

Now  you  can  place  an  order  at  any  time  to  reserve  coins  offered  by  our  Direct 
Sales  Department.  After  normal  business  hours,  use  our  24-hour  order  line. 

Here’s  how  it  works: 

•  Dial  our  regular  toll  free  number  (1-800-222-5993)  whpn  you  hear  the  beep,  you  may  leave  your  message. 

•  Please  begin  by  clearly  stating  your  name  telephone  nymber  or  email  address. 

•  Next,  tell  us  u'hich  coins  you  would  like  to  order. 

•  To  conclude  your  message,  make  sure  to  tell  us  the  best  time  to  return  your  call. 

This  is  what  happens  next: 

The  moment  we  arrive  we  will  immediately  review  your  requests.  If  available,  the  coins  you  requested  will  be 
reserved  in  your  name.  Orders  for  the  same  coin  will  be  handled  in  the  order  they  are  received. 

Then  comes  a  nice  finish: 

Again,  at  your  convenience,  we  wall  return  your  call  to  confirm  thatTrtur  selections  are  available.  It’s  as  easy  as  that 1 
Use  our  24-Hour  Order  Line  for  that  perfect  coin  purchase! 


A5>H. 
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Mint  State  191  L  Double  Eagle 


faces.  This  is  the  most  plentiful  Denver  Mint 
issue  and  a  candidate  for  the  type  collector 

seeking  coins  from  this  facility .  2,900 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  a  hint  of  pink  toning .  795 

1923-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and 

highly  attractive .  580 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  light 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 995 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  splashes  of  coppery  orange  toning.  590 


Desirable  1925-S  Saint-Gaudens  $20 


1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  greenish  gold 
lustre  with  exceptionally  choice  surfaces.  A 
condition  rarity  with  just  24  finer  examples 
certified  by  PCGS . 3,575 

191 1-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and  traces  of  pink 
toning .  1,295 

191 1  -S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre . 950 

1911  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 
a  hint  of  pink  toning .  575 

1913- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

a  few  minor  abrasions . 725 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 499 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow 
gold  surfaces . 995 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces . 839 

1922- S  MS-61  (AN ACS).  An  attractive  example 

with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces . 1,125 

Gem  1923-D  Saint-Gaudens  $20 

1923- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  with 
highly  lustrous  and  frosty  yellow  gold  sur- 


“What  They  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Books 

I  was  in  Placerville,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  two  years  ago  at  an  an¬ 
tique  store  and  found  a  hook 
that  you  wrote  in  1964  titled 
Coins  and  Collectors .  I  bought 
the  book  for  five  dollars  and  it 
made  my  day.  I  have  enjoyed 
reading  and  re-reading  it  ever 
since. 

I  also  enjoy  your  two-vol¬ 
ume  set,  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  which  you  autographed 
for  me  when  you  were  in  Port¬ 
land  [Oregon]  a  few  years  ago. 

Great  book!  Thank  you. 

Bill  G. 


Important  1924-S  Double  Eagle  Rarity 
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1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive  with  rich  orange  gold  lustre 
and  few  trivial  abrasions,  consistent  with  the 
grade.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest  quality 
examples  of  this  issue  available  to  collectors 
today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  graded  exactly  three 
coins  in  higher  grades.  David  Akers  consid¬ 
ers  this  date  to  he  the  seventh  rarest  Saint- 
Gaudens  double  eagle  in  MS-64  or  higher 
grades.  Further,  he  commented:  “the  1924-S 
is  not  too  hard  to  find  if  one  is  willing  to 
settle  for  a  low  grade  Mint  State  piece.  How¬ 
ever,  if  it  is  a  gem  or  nearly  gem  piece  that  is 
desired,  the  wait  is  likely  to  be  a  long  one 
indeed.” .  13,500 

Choice  Mint  State  1924-S  $20 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive 
example  of  this  rare  issue,  this  with  brilliant 
yellow  gold  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces.  Walter 
Breen  noted  that  nearly  all  survivors  of  this 
issue  came  from  French  hanks  in  the  middle 
1950s.  We  just  took  a  look  at  the  fourth  edi¬ 
tion  “Red  Book”  and  note  that  in  1951,  this 
issue  was  valued  higher  than  any  other  Saint- 
Gaudens  double  eagle.  At  that  time,  com¬ 
mon  dates  were  priced  from  $60  to  $70  while 
this  issue  was  listed  at  a  remarkable  $1,250. 
Quite  a  price  for  the  time .  5,795 


1925-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
with  warm  orange  gold  lustre.  An  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to 
acquire  this  rare  issue.  Although  PCGS  has 
graded  3 1  coins  at  this  grade,  the  same  service 
has  only  certified  13  finer  quality  coins.  This 
example  has  numerous  fine  hairline  die  cracks 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  suggesting  that 
the  dies  had  been  in  service  for  an  extended 
period  of  time .  16,500 


Gem  1926  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  At  first  glance,  we 
thought  this  was  a  modern  “eagle”  bullion 
coin  with  its  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre.  Al¬ 
though  a  “common”  date,  this  example  is  tied 
for  finest  certified  by  PCGS .  3,250 


Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
quality  example  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  faint  pinkish  toning.  The  surfaces  are 
pristine.  A  common  date,  however,  PCGS 
has  only  graded  five  MS-67  examples.  2,750 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with 

brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre . 995 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  with 

satiny  yellow  gold  lustre . 995 

1928  MS-65  a  )  Brilliant 
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Question 
&  Answer 
Forum 


QI  turn  to  your  article  first 
and  enjoy  it  the  most  out  of 
all  the  info  in  Coin  World.  I 
am  doing  an  inventory  on  a  decent 
quantity  of  coins,  that  my  grandfather 
had  in  his  safe  deposit  box,  for  my 
mother  and  aunt.  He  was  not  a  collec¬ 
tor  hut  had  them  more  as  an  invest¬ 
ment.  The  coins  are  a  mixed  group — 
some  common  and  some  rare — mostly 
in  lower  grades,  from  the  late  1 9th  and 
early  20th  centuries. 

I  am  using  Coin  World  “Trends” 
prices  for  values.  My  question  is,  what 
percentage  of  the  total  “Trends”  value 
should  I  expect  to  be  offered  by  a 
dealer,  approximately?  Thank  you 
very  much. — Mark  W. 

A  There  is  no  one  rule  that  fits 
all.  Generally,  a  dealer  will 
buy  what  he  needs  and  may 
not  be  interested  in  acquiring  some¬ 
thing  he  does  not  need.  For  your  more 
valuable  pieces  it  may  be  beneficial  to 
have  them  certified  by  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  grading  services.  Once  that  is  done, 
with  regard  to  market  values  for 
“slabbed”  pieces,  the  Certified  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter  gives  “bid"  prices, 
which,  again,  in  general  refer  to  what 
someone  might  pay  for  a  coin  if  they 
need  it.  However,  if  a  “bid”  price  is,  say, 
$1,000,  you  will  at  least  have  a  ballpark 
idea.  A  very  nice  example,  sharply 
struck,  with  good  eye  appeal,  and 
graded  reasonably  might  quickly  sell  for 
$1,000,  or  perhaps  $900,  or  if  it  is  really 
nice,  $1,100  or  even  more. 

A  reality  check  for  coin  prices  can 
be  obtained  by  reading  legitimate  auc¬ 
tion  results  (for  coins  that  actually  did 


sell).  It  will  be  quickly  seen  that  certi¬ 
fied  or  not,  prices  are  apt  to  vary  all 
over  the  place.  However,  as  a  general 
rule  of  thumb,  choice  pieces  with  superb 
aesthetic  appeal  bring  the  highest  prices, 
sometimes  far  over  “bid.” 

Cutting  to  the  chase,  if  you  have  a 
number  of  certified  coins  you  can  then 
check  “bid”  prices  and  get  a  ballpark 
idea.  “Trends”  prices  are  an  excellent 


overall  guide  to  the  replacement  value 
(not  what  dealers  will  pay)  for  coins, 
but  are  subject  to  more  variations  than 
are  “bid"  prices  for  certified  coins. 

In  the  long  run,  coins  are  worth 
what  someone  will  pay  for  them.  You 
might  want  to  submit  your  coins  to  sev¬ 
eral  dealers  and  ask  for  offers.  Or,  divide 
your  coins  into  two  categories:  (1) 
Scarce  and  rare  and  valuable  pieces, 
and  (2)  Inexpensive  pieces;  then  solicit 
offers  on  both  groups.  Remember  that 
for  really  inexpensive  coins,  such  as  a 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


modern  Lincoln  cent  in  Mint  State,  a 
dealer  might  charge  lOtf  retail,  or  10 
times  face  value,  but  such  coins  will  be 
bought  only  at  near  face  value,  as  there 
is  so  much  handling  involved. 

In  the  absence  of  knowing  specifi¬ 
cally  what  you  have,  I  hope  these  com¬ 
ments  have  been  of  some  small  help. 

•  •  • 

QI  have  been  meaning  to  write 
for  some  time  now,  simply  to 
say  how  much  1  enjoy  your 
column  in  Coin  World.  I  look  forward 
to  it  each  week.  The  reason  is  quite 
simple;  it  is  quite  clear  you  love  this 
hobby  of  ours,  that  you  really  do  expe¬ 
rience  the  “joys  of  collecting.” 

I  fell  in  love  with  coins  when  I  was 
quite  young,  and  collected  Lincoln  and 
Indian  Head  cents  (you  could  still  find 
some  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in  cir¬ 
culation  in  the  1950s),  Mercury  and 
Roosevelt  dimes,  and  Buffalo  and 
Jefferson  nickels.  Quarters  and  halves 
were  just  too  much  money  not  to  spend! 
I  don’t  think  I  ever  purchased  many 
coins  for  my  collection.  Mainly,  I 
searched  through  my  pocket  change,  and 
that  of  everyone  else  in  my  family.  My 
Dad  would  bring  home  all  the  change 
from  the  coffee  cart  vendor  at  the  fac¬ 
tory  where  he  worked.  Each  week  I  got 
to  search  through  the  coins  for  the  ones 
I  needed  in  exchange  for  rolling  the  rest 
in  paper  tubes  for  the  vendor,  w  ho  w  as  a 
friend  of  my  father’s.  I  gave  up  collecting 
at  1 8  when  I  went  off  to  college  in  1 966 
and  had  to  sell  my  collection  for  the 
princely  sum  of  $300  to  buy  a  portable 
typewriter.  And  that  was  that! 

A  chance 
conversation 
with  a  friend 
several  years 
ago  revealed 
that  he  had 
“put  aw'ay” 
literally 
thousands  of 
“wheat”  Lin¬ 
coln  cents, 

Mercury 
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We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect 
of  American  numis¬ 
matics  .  All  will  be 
answered  pnvately  by 
Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff ,  and  selei  ted 
questions  u  ill  he 
used  in  this  column. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q U EST ION  AND  ANSWER  FORUM 


dimes,  Buffalo  nickels,  and  other  coins 
over  the  years.  Going  through  his 
coins  that  afternoon  renewed  my  in¬ 
terest  in  numismatics.  Since  then  1 
have  started  to  collect  again,  both  the 
coins  1  loved  as  a  kid  and  coins  I  could 
never  afford  then.  Going  through  my 
collection  is  really  one  of  life’s  simple 
and  great  pleasures.  Subscribing  to 
Coin  World  led  me  to  your  column;  1 
think  you  really  perform  a  great  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  novice  and  returning  col¬ 
lector,  as  well  as  to  the  more  experi¬ 
enced.  So,  thank  you  again! 

I  did  want  to  express  a  concern  to 
you,  and  that  is  another  reason  for  this 
letter: 

Investing  and  collecting  are  certainly 
compatible,  and  there  is  nothing  wrong 
with  wanting  one’s  collection  to  appreci¬ 
ate  in  value.  However,  it  is  my  impres¬ 
sion  that  there  is  too  much  emphasis  on 
investment  and  not  enough  on  collecting 
for  the  sake  and  the  joys  of  collecting. 
Coin  World  is  a  good  example.  The  ads 
for  high  end,  often  very  high-end  coins 
are  plentiful.  Coins  going  for  thousands 
and  sometimes  many  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars  are  emphasized  in  both  the  ads 
and  much  of  the  text. 

What  is  the  message  to  the  “small 
time”  collector,  the  true  hobbyist 
rather  than  the  investor!  What  is  the 
message  to  the  youngster  attracted  to 
the  hobby  by  the  state  quarters  pro¬ 
gram!  I  am  afraid  that  the  message  is 
that  serious  numismatics  is  only  for 
the  wealthy  or  near  wealthy.  I  know 
you  are  one  of  the  major  coin  dealers 
in  the  country  and  your  reputation  is 
impeccable,  and  I  certainly  believe 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  making 
money!  However,  this  is  a  concern, 
and  I  wonder  if  you  might  be  so  kind 
as  to  address  it  in  your  column. 

Again,  thanks  for  sharing  your  joy 
in  collecting.  — R.B. 

AWhile  wealthy  people  can  en¬ 
joy  numismatics  and  buy  su¬ 
per  rarities,  in  my  opinion  an 
equal  or  greater  pleasure  can  he  had  for 
the  typical  person  simply  by  buying  inex¬ 
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pensive  items.  From  my  own  perspective, 
1  can  spend  a  long  time  gazing  upon  a  rare 
and  famous  1804  dollar  and  contemplate 
its  history  (1  even  wrote  a  book  about  this 
particular  coin  in  1999),  hut  I  can  also  be¬ 
come  excited  about  a  state-reverse  quar¬ 
ter.  In  my  new  book,  More  Adventures 
With  Rare  Coins,  there  is  a  large,  illus¬ 
trated  chapter  on  one  of  these  common 
and  inexpensive  quarters — a  coin  worth 
just  face  value.  There  are  also  chapters  de¬ 
voted  to  the  1909  V.D.B.  and  1943  “steel’' 
cents  and  the  1883  no  CENTS  Liberty 
Head  nickel — all  three  of  which,  in  worn 
grade,  you  can  get  for  a  $10  bill,  with 
change  left  over! 


How¬ 
ever,  when  it 
comes  to  adver¬ 
tising,  space  in  Coin  World  and  other 
periodicals  is  very  expensive.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  it  may  well  pay  to  take  out  a  full 
page  notice  on  an  1804  silver  dollar 
worth  millions  of  dollars  or  an  1879  $4 
Stella  worth  tens  of  thousands,  but  if 
such  were  done  for  common  but  yet 
very  interesting  Washington  quarters  of 
the  1940s  and  1950s,  or  worn  examples 
of  the  aforementioned  1909  V.D.B.  and 
1943  cents  and  1883  nickel,  the  adver¬ 
tisement  would  not  pay  (unless  the 
coins  were  vastly  overpriced  in  the  ad). 


read  about  values,  and  this  is  true  in 
coins  and  in  other  areas  of  collecting. 
When  an  art  sale  is  held,  the  press 
wants  to  know  what  the  top  paintings 
brought.  Even  the  most  dedicated  publi¬ 
cations  in  the  field  of  antiques,  such  as 
the  Maine  Antique  Digest  (address:  P.O. 
Box  1429,  Waldoboro,  ME  04572-1429, 
really  worth  getting  a  sample  copy), 
tend  to  feature  in  headlines  whether 
prices  were  strong,  weak,  and  what  the 
highlights  were,  never  mind  that  the 
same  sales  might  have  included  some 
dandy  worn  Lincoln  cents,  or  a  faded 
and  torn  but  still  interesting  Currier  &. 
Ives  print,  or  a  set  of  Hitchcock  chairs 
in  low  grade,  inexpensive  and  with  a 
few  rungs  missing,  etc. 

Similarly,  when  we  have  a  sale,  the 
first  thing  that  people  from  Coin  World, 
Numismatic  News,  The  Coin  Dealer 
Newsletter,  and  other  places  want  to 
know  is  “what  did  the  sale  realize?” 
And,  “what  were  the  top  sellers?”  In  the 
process  a  very  interesting  token  or 
medal  that  sold  for,  say,  $150,  might 
he  ignored. 

The  two  questions  that  are  inevi¬ 
tably  asked  by  someone  owning  a 
coin,  and  to  a  certain  extent  by  estab¬ 
lished  collectors  who  “show  and  tell” 
their  specimens  to  dealers  and  others 
are:  How  rare  is  it?  What  is  it  worth? 
This  said,  I  think  that  the  public 
will  continue  to  be  attracted  to  splashy 
news  and  advertising  about  high-value 
rare  coins,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
typical  collector  will  happily  go  on  ac¬ 
quiring  “regular”  coins  such  as  state  re¬ 
verse  quarters  and  the  like. 

One  nice  thing  about  numismatics  is 
that  interesting  and  rare  items  do  not 
have  to  be  at  all  expensive.  One  of  my 
collecting  specialties  is  counterstamped 
large  copper  cents  1793-1857  bearing 
the  imprints  of  merchants,  silversmiths, 
and  others.  Many  of  my  most  prized 
pieces  cost  less  than  $10  each,  and  only 
a  few  have  ever  cost  more  than  $100. 
And  yet  they  have  furnished  me  with 
countless  hours  of  pleasure  in  trying  to 
track  down  information  about  their  is¬ 


Also,  like  it  or  not,  people  love  to 


suers  by  consulting  old  directories. 
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COMMEMORATIVE 

Silver  Coins 

We  enjoy  commemoratives,  and  consider 
them  to  he  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the 
market  has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent  times 
seems  to  us  to  signal  an  opportunity,  and  we’ve 
been  writing  checks  whenever  an  opportunity 
arises.  «, 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American  coins, 
few  if  any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for 
their  historical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect, 
the  series  is  laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues 
in  beautiful  Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than 
10,000  pieces,  can  he  purchased  for  under  $100 
per  coin,  sometimes  well  under — certain  pieces 
from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Carver- 
Washington  series  are  prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the 
right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special  in 
mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our 
inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for 
your  selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabetical 
order  (more  or  less),  following  numismatic 
tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  time! 

Commemorative  coinage  references: 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  A 
one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages  on  every 
classic  commemorative  coin  and  previously  unpub¬ 
lished  information  about  rarity,  market  analysis, 
etc.!  768  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-308.  List  $39.95  before  your  discount. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308a.  List  $49.95  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Qold  Commemo¬ 
rative  Coins  1892-1989.  By  Anthony  Swiatek  anil 


Walter  Breen.  An  updated  version  of  this  well- 
known  and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

A  Basic  Quide  to  United  States  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins.  By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers.  A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemora¬ 
tive  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List  $14-95,  before  your  dis¬ 
count. 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives.  By  Harry  Laibstain.  A  guide  to 
market  availability  of  various  issues  in  various 
grades.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851  A.  List  $50, 
before  your  discount. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  just  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen.  We  wish  that 

all  MS-63  coins  were  this  nice! . 809 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  faint  wisps  of  light  gold 

toning . 809 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre 

and  considerable  aesthetic  appeal . 765 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  PL  (NGC). 
Lightly  toned  with  very  minor  hairlines 
and  fully  reflective  mirrored  fields .  579 

Choice  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a  wisp  of 
light  gold  toning.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample!  .  1 ,550 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60  (AN ACS).  A 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and 

pale  gold  toning . 679 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  gold  toning.  One  of  the 
key  issues  in  the  series.  Cheaper  today 
than  it  was  during  the  market  high  of 
1989!  Might  this  situation  translate  to 
your  advantage  if  you  need  one  for  your 

collection? .  850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Frosty 
lustre  with  very  light  heather  toning  on  the 

obverse;  fully  brilliant  reverse . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Gold  and  gray  toning  over  pleasing  sur¬ 
faces . 239 


Impressive  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
2X2  Variety 


1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  most 
impressive  example  with  brilliant,  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  very  faint  champagne  toning.  5,650 
1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly 
lustrous  with  brilliant  white  surfaces.  An 

attractive  example . 1,050 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal. ..  359 
1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

and  sharply  struck . 259 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre . 95 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and 
lustrous  with  light  iridescent  toning .  259 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre 

with  champagne  toning .  185 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  1  )  1,050 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  lustre .  1  75 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  tor  the 
grade  with  smooth,  satiny  white  lustre.  Only 
2,000  were  released.  Isn’t  the  price  amazingly 
low?  We  think  so! .  529 

1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 

with  satiny  lustre .  299 

1937  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

highly  lustrous  with  faint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  1 19 

1938  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  white  lustre .  419 

1936  Bridgeport  Centennial.  MS-64  (PCGS) 

Brilliant  and  lustrous .  169 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  14^ 

is  36  Bridgeport.  MS-62  (PCGS'  125 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Fully  bnl 
liant  with  satiny  lustre  and  very  slightly  re 
flective  fields .  1,050 
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1925-S  California.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Satiny 

white  lustre .  129 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre . 265 

1936-D  Cincinnati  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning  over  satiny  lustre.  The  obverse 
depicts  Stephen  Foster,  America’s  most  fa¬ 
mous  songwriter  of  the  early  19th  century. 
Foster  lived  a  couple  of  years  in  Cincinnati 
and,  perhaps,  it  was  natural  that  he  be  de¬ 
picted.  The  entire  suite  of  designs  commemo¬ 
rates  the  50th  anniversary  of  Cincinnati  as  a 
“musical  center  of  America,”  and  was  a  pet 
numismatic  promotion  of  1  nomas  G. 
Melish,  businessman  and  numismatist  who 
persuaded  Congress  to  let  him  have  his  own 
halt  dollar — which  he  did  and  quite  profit¬ 
ably .  709 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre .  709 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  white 

lustre  with  a  trace  of  ivory  toning .  1 15 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 79 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive 

quality  with  satiny  lustre .  225 

1936  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  205 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 255 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 225 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 815 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 85 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  brown  toning  subdues  the  satiny 
lustre.  The  reverse  is  lighter  with  ivory  lus- 
tre .  345 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 235 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  light  gold 

“tab”  toning  on  the  obverse  with  brilliant 
reverse . 395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  frosty  white  lustre . 309 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 
attractive  example  with  a  touch  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 245 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  attractive  satin  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  very  light  champagne  toning. ..  499 
1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly 

attractive . 255 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  sarin  lustre  and  subliminal  toning.  219 
1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  very  faint  gold  toning .  199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  satiny 
gem  has  sharp  design  elements  and  full  lustre. 

An  exceptional  example . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over 

frosty  lustre . 425 

1922  (irant.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lus¬ 
tre  with  faint  gold  toning .  165 


Choice  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 
Rare  With  Star  Variety 
1922  Grant  with  Star.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  at¬ 
tractive  Mint  State  example  with  lovely  satin 
lustre  and  bright  silver  surfaces.  Heavy  die 
polish  lines  in  the  fields  are  typical  of  all 
genuine  examples  of  this  issue .  1,750 

Mint  State  1922  Grant  Star  Half  Dollar 
1922  Grant  with  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An 
exquisite  example  with  brilliant  satiny  lustre. 
Typical  weakness  on  Grant’s  hair.  A  very 

elusive  issue  in  any  grade .  1,450 

1922  Grant  with  Star.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  satiny  surfaces  and  splashes  of  steel  blue 
toning  on  the  reverse .  1,295 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Key  “Type”  of  the  Series 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  stunning 
gem  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  com¬ 
memorative  issue.  Nearly  fully  brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre  and  a  splash  of  light  gold  toning 
on  the  reverse.  The  most  elusive,  most  de¬ 
sired  of  the  48  different  “classic”  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar  designs . 5,850 


Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Beautiful  and  Rare! 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  Hawai¬ 
ian  half  dollars,  in  all  grades,  have  recently 
enjoyed  increasing  demand .  3,050 

1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
1928  Hawaiian.  Net  MS-60,  cleaned.  Bright 

silver  surfaces.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  al¬ 


ways .  1,495 

1 935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  natural  ivory  lustre . 795 


1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  delighted.  509 


Outrageous  1946  Iowa  Half  Dollar 
1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (NGC).  An  exceptional  gem 
with  peripheral  splashes  gold  and  iridescent 
toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  other¬ 
wise  brilliant  with  pristine  surfaces .  2,450 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  149 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 

with  brilliant  white  lustre .  1 19 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  sil¬ 
very  white  lustre . 89 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
attractive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre.  Very 

sharply  struck  and  sure  to  please . 699 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

exceptional  satiny  surfaces .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  with  attractive  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous 

beneath  deep  golden  brown  toning .  1 1 5 

1925  Lexington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre . 99 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  splendid 
gem  has  brilliant  lustre  with  very  light  golden 

brown  toning . 509 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 99 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  129 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  189 
1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,275 

1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spec¬ 
tacular  gem  with  natural  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  1,275 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  golden  toning . 525 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 295 

1920  Maine.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice  example 

with  brilliant  satin  lustre .  165 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces . 959 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 350 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

example  of  this  scarce  commemorative  issue. 
Frosty  and  brilliant . 865 

1921  Missouri  2*4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 
lustre  with  pale  golden  brown  toning. ..  995 
1921  Missouri  2*4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice 
example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 
a  whisper  of  pale  gold  toning  on  the  highest 

points . 995 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  for  the  grade  (if  there  is  such  a 
thing  among  Monroe  half  dollars).  This  is  as 
sharp  as  we  have  seen  with  choice  surfaces 


and  frosty  white  lustre . 485 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver 

lustre .  I  7 5 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  175 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 645 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (NGC) .  41^ 
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1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  lovely  satin  lustre . 350 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre . 325 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant  and  lustrous  with  faint  champagne 
toning . 289 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  outstanding  white  lustre  on  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse . 675 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Slight  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse  rims.  Exceptional  lus¬ 
tre  and  immaculate  surfaces .  595 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant..  515 
1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

delicate  toning . 495 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
example  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a 
very  intricate  design,  and  is  usually  found  in 

higher  grades . 495 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre . 450 

1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 199 

1933-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre 
and  a  nuance  of  golden  toning.  A  treat  to 

the  eye! . 795 

1936  Oregon  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 135 

1936-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  gem  with  gray  and  iridescent  toning 
over  satiny  lustre .  1,350 

1939  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  brilliant  satin  lustre.  Final  year 
of  issue  for  this  long-lived  commemorative 
series . 479 

1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 519 

1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  pristine,  fully  brilliant 

surfaces . 479 

1939-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  de¬ 
lightful  example  with  satiny  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 479 

191 5 -S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very 
choice  specimen  of  this  highly  important  is¬ 
sue  . .'. .  1,350 

191 5 -S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
choice  example  with  moderate  iridescent 

toning . 725 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny 
ivory  lustre  with  hints  of  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence . 625 

Gem  1920  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  hints  of 

peripheral  gold  toning .  1,645 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  1  59 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 95 


1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of 
light  golden  toning.  Excellent  lustre  and  few 

marks . 775 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  wisps 

of  light  gold  toning .  525 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre . 239 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Splashes 

of  golden  toning  over  silvery  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 90 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully 
brilliant.  This  is  a  lovely  gem  example  for  the 

connoisseur . 275 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gem  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  faint 

toning . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attrac¬ 


tive  with  brilliant  white  lustre . 239 

1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  at¬ 
tractive  gem  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 

faint  champagne  toning .  1,025 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem 

with  faint  gold  toning . 350 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 209 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 85 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS). 


Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  from  an  issue  that 
is  generally  found  with  less  eye 

appeal . 655 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64 
(NGC).  This  lovely  example 
is  quite  sharply  struck  and  has 
brilliant  prooflike  silver  lus¬ 
tre . 655 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  with  pale 
champagne  toning  over  satiny 

lustre . 169 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 
gem  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  needed  to  complete  a  set 
of  commemorative  types  of  the 

“classic”  era  1892-1954-  1,225 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant,  choice,  and 
thoroughly  appealing.  Always 

in  great  demand .  1,085 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66 

(PCGS) . 575 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

frosty  lustre . 239 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63 


(NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  light  champagne 


toning . 75 

1935  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1935-D Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  189 
1935-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1 19 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  desirable  gem 

example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
amber  toning . 245 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 


with  faint  toning  over  brilliant  lustre. ..  525 
1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

quality  with  satiny  brilliance .  595 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful 

example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  295 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  exceptional  eye  appeal . 479 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
extremely  attractive  example  with  delight¬ 
ful  iridescent  toning  over  satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre . 479 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate 
golden  toning  with  splashes  of  iridescence 
and  magenta  over  deeply  struck,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  truly  memorable  example . 945 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55.  A  pleasing  example  with 
natural  silvery  gray  surface  and  considerable 

lustre .  169 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 45 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splashes  of 
golden  toning.  Exceptionally  high-grade.  1 79 
1948  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  brilliant  white  lustre . 495 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  79 
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1949  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  white 

gem .  129 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 

obverse  with  fully  brilliant  reverse .  235 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  235 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  frosty  white  lustre .  1 19 

1950- D B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 79 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  toning . 235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
lovely  gem  example  with  natural  ivory  lustre 

and  splashes  of  gold  toning . 315 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
gem  quality  with  brilliant  silver  lustre. .  259 
1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem 
example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  splashes  of 

golden  brown  toning . 269 

1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  qual¬ 
ity  example  with  frosty  white  lustre . 269 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 


golden  brown  toning . 215 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  in  an  old  style  PCGS  holder .  185 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 


Gold 

COMMEMORATIVES 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 
McKinley  portrait  gold  $1.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Rich  orange  gold  lustre  with  frosty 
surfaces . 675 

Mint  State  1903  McKinley  Gold  $1 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Issue 

1903  McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Sharply  struck  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  splashes  of  deep  orange  toning  on  the 
reverse.  Two  different  gold  dollar  varieties 
were  issued  for  this  event,  the  other  with  a 
portrait  of  Thomas  Jefferson  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 1,800 

1904  Lewis  <St  Clark  gold  $1.  AU-58 

(ANACS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  very 
slightly  reflective  fields . 750 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  $1.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Lovely  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
with  virtually  full  lustre .  379 

1916  McKinley  gold  $1  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 

tractive  specimen  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces  and  hints  of  pinkish  toning . 1,175 

Superb  Gem  1917  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1917  McKinley  gold  $1.  MS-67  (PCGS).  This 
is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist  and  connoisseur.  Tied  for  finest 
certified  by  PCGS.  The  surfaces  have  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre  with  faint  pinkish  toning. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  extremely 


sharp.  An  amazing  example  of  this  issue.  This 
is  an  intriguing  issue  as  the  obverse  was  de¬ 
signed  by  Charles  Barber  and  the  reverse  by 
George  Morgan.  An  unusual  combination  of 
talents  on  a  single  coinage  issue .  12,300 

Nearly  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Variety  without  Star 


1922  Grant  gold  $1.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  sharply  struck  with  lovely  greenish  gold 
lustre.  Faint  traces  of  pinkish  toning  add  to  the 
overall  eye  appeal  of  this  example .  2,995 

Lustrous  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
Variety  with  Star 

1922  Grant  gold  $1.  With  Star.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Just  the 
barest  touch  of  friction  is  visible,  mostly  un¬ 
der  magnification,  and  a  couple  of  marks  are 
seen — but,  all  told,  quite  pleasing  in  its  as¬ 
pect .  1,575 

MODERN  “ULTRA 

Grade”  Coins 

A  tew  comments  given  below  are  reiterated 
from  earlier  issues  and  were  inspired  by  a  letter  or 
two  to  the  effect  that  a  dealer  in  “rare”  coins 
should  not  sell  modem  Mint  issues  and,  further, 
that  so  many  of  the  new  pieces  are  being  made 
that  they  are  not  “rare,”  at  least  not  in  a 
traditional  sense. 

However,  at  the  recent  ANA  Convention, 
we  heard  a  tell  that  the  most  in-demand  coins  of 
all  were  modem  issues  1965  to  date  (post-silver 
era),  rare  or  otherwise. 

In  recent  years  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  has 
produced  many  different  varieties  of 
commemoratives,  gold  and  silver  “eagles,”  and 
other  treats  for  collectors.  In  contrast  to  the 
Proofs  of  100  to  150  years  ago,  which  were 
sometimes  made  very  casually,  and  afterward 
handled  carelessly  by  their  owners,  these  pieces 
are  struck  in  “ultra  high”  grades,  such  as  Proof- 
67,  Proof-68,  or  even  Proof-69. 

Quite  possibly  if  you  are  an  old-time 
traditionalist  and  love  worn  large  copper  cents, 
or  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1807-1836  era 
for  which  an  “ultra  grade”  might  be  MS-63  or  so 
(for  some  die  varieties,  not  even  a  high  grade 
AU  example  is  known),  then  the  modem  pieces 
may  not  be  your  cup  of  tea — and,  of  course,  that 
is  fine.  One  thing  about  numismatics  is  that  it 
offers  just  about  something  for  everyone,  and  we 
all  have  different  tastes. 


That  said,  in  recent  times  there  has  been  a 
great  demand  from  many  of  our  clients  who 
enjoy  the  modern  issues  and  consider,  that  in  a 
way,  a  coin  of  which  just  a  few  tens  of 
thousands  exist,  may  indeed  be  “rare”  in  the 
context  of  modern  issues  (what  with  hundreds 
of  millions  of  some  other  coins  made,  such  as 
the  Statehood  quarters,  which  we  like  a  lot). 
One  of  these  days  we  will  have  to  write  an 
article  on  “rarity,”  as  the  term  cannot  be  used 
on  its  own,  without  explaining  its  application 
to  a  given  series.  Thus,  in  the  context  of 
Lincoln  cents  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  is  called  rare, 
and  probably  only  a  few  would  quarrel  with 
that.  However,  it  is  quite  likely  that  well  over 
10,000  examples  exist — it  is  just  that  the 
demand  for  them  is  far  greater  than  that,  and  in 
the  milieu  of  Lincoln  cents  it  is  rare. 

One  nice  thing  about  numismatics  is  that 
you  can  “vote”  with  your  pocketbook.  If  you  do 
not  like  a  particular  series,  don’t  buy  it!  This  is  as 
it  should  be,  for  otherwise  there  would  not  be 
enough  coins  to  go  around.  No  two  people  I 
have  ever  met  have  ever  had  precisely  the  same 
coin  collections — each  is  as  different  as 
snowflakes  are  from  one  another. 

MODERN 

Commemoratives 

Silver  issues 

1984-P  Olympic.  MS-69  (PCGS) . 55 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1986-P  Statue  of  Liberty  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre .  37 

1993-P  Jefferson  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  119 

200 1-P  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS).  This  popular  commemora¬ 
tive  issue  exhibits  brilliant  surfaces  with  out¬ 
standing  cameo  contrast .  169 

2001-D  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS). 
Fully  brilliant  with  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  169 

2001-D  Buffalo  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS).  The 
PCGS  label  is  autographed  by  Jay  W. 
Johnson,  36th  Director  of  the  United  States 
Mint .  195 

Gold  issues 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1986-W  Statue  of  Liberty  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 
(PCGS) .  139 

1986- W  Statue  of  Liberty  $5.  Proof-69  Deep 

Cameo  (PCGS) .  139 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1987- W  Constitution  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  139 

1987-W  Constitution  $5.  Proof-68  DC  AM 
(PCGS) .  119 
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Com memorative  u .S.  Coins  for  Sale 


1987- W  Constitution  $5.  Proof-67  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  109 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1988- W  Olympic  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) . 175 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1989- W  Congress  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) . 145 

1989-W  Congress  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  149 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1991 -W  Rushmore  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  169 

1991-95W  World  War  II  $5.  MS-69 

(PCGS) . 239 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1991- 95W  World  War  II  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  195 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1992- W  Columbus  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  195 

1992-W  Columbus  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) . . 225 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1992-W  Olympic  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 
(PCGS) .  165 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1992- W  Olympic  $5.  MS-70  (PCGS) . 895 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1993- W  Madison  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  195 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1994- W  World  Cup  $5.  Proof-69  DCAM 

(PCGS) .  195 

1995- W  Stadium  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 265 

1996- W  Flag  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 385 

1999-W  Washington  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS).  295 

2002-W  Salt  Lake  City  Olympics  $5.  MS-69 
(PCGS) . 325 

platinum  issues 


1997-W  Statue  of  Liberty  Set 
1997-W  Statue  of  Liberty.  Four-piece  plati¬ 
num  set.  $10,  $25,  $50,  $100.  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,995 


2000-W  Statue  of  Liberty.  $100.  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo.  (FOGS)  .  J  > 

American  Eagles" 

Silver  Eagles 

1986-2001  16  piece  set.  Silver.  Pnxsf-69  Deep 


Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,395 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1995-W  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 3,175 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000-P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 65 

Gold  eagles 


Gem  Proof  1995-W  Five  Piece  Eagle  Set 
1995-W  Five-coin  set.  $1,  $5,  $10,  $25, 
$50.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This 


includes  the  rare  1995-W  Proof  silver 
eagle . 4,295 

1995-W  Four-coin  set.  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,150 
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Visit  our  website 
www.bower  sandmer  ena .  com 

for  all  your  rare  coin  needs  or  email: 
rarecoingallery@www.bowersandmerena.com 
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Not  only  do  we  have  a  world-class  staff  of 
professionals  at  your  fingertips  by  phone,  we  also 
have  one  of  the  most  frequently  visited  websites  in 
cyberspace.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coin  collec¬ 
tors,  dealers,  and  other  numismatists  visit  our  online 
“office”  and  we  invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

For  a  limited  time... 

log  on  to  bowersandmerena.com  and  take  advantage 
of  a  free  trial  subscription  offer,  a  great  value! 


Buy  Online!  Bid  Online! 
Books  Online! 

< 
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momi  Mcnow  coin  stosi  too,  iron  txrnn  oh  um 

Bowers  and  Merena 

OAlllBIIS 


JL  Bowm  *nd  Moron*  (.*Aoriw«  k  one  of  f  leading  com  deal#'*  We  provide  *••••  com*  to  collector*. 

F-a  and  rpuuumi  m  «n  p ©f  the  world  through  dwttMln  end  auction*  «•  oxter  , »/«  com*  *nd 

I  '  to  *hare  Ojr  enthuflasm  with  you  liim  mart  about  u« . 


Brow*#  our  eShopt  for  hundred*  of  quality  rar#  com*,  m  all 
price  range*,  for  all  collecting  mtere*t*.  truyoy  the  »•  cur  tty 
of  obtaining  com*  directly  from  ona  of  America'*  top  coin 
do  alar* 

Featured  Coin 

1«?4'S  S4M,, 

MS  *4  PCGS 


Harm  sbeuSJhtmo 


•  Cents 

•  Quarters 


•  NkMs 

•  Hal  Dollars 


•  Doth 

•  SAer  Dolors 


•  Cold  Cains  •  Al  Oilier  Selectors 


Prowrwo  Our  Ftrf  Invtntwry  of  t  ortl Hod  <  ntn* 


Fabulou*  selection*  of  coin*,  from  America  *  fm#*t 
com  cabinet*,  oompn»e  the  *#)#«  held  by  Bower*  end 
Merer#  Galleria*  end  our  King*  wood  Com  Auction* 
division. 

Bowers  ond  Mereno  Auchons 


Puitell  J  Logon  and  Gilbert  G.  Sternberg 
Collection*  Pre-uU  bidding  entm#  Bid 


ConiiQ/.  to  ou>  next  Per* tie*  &ale  now 

Kingswood  Corn  Auctions 

IMc-ge  mnfcind  of  th«  Knertorge  tele 

Our  n#ir*  Ktngtwood  tele  will  be  h*|q  «n 
January  14,  2009.  con* inn  your  com*  now 


s* 


Ww>l  Ini  Wrs  lot  Uw  Find  the  totne  You  Want  I 
tcludul*  of  Inin  Shorn 


Coin  Auction  N*w 

Srhnrfu In  of  Oprnmtnq  («tn  Asm  Horse 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’ 


Spectacular  Auction  Season 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


AVahcr  H 
(YiiMs 

l  (  oflcAHNt 


.  ^aclicns  fcy  (V’"Tri  jr4l 


Our  Upcoming  Sales 


The 

Louis  K.  Kliasbcrg.  Sr. 

Collection 


AH  Ml««  Act  lort  On 

Auctions  by  Btmetsand  Merena.  Inc. 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

The  Rarities  Sale — Orlando,  Florida . January  7 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — Lincoln  Sale . January  16 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — . March  6 

March  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland . March  13-15 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . June  5 

June  Sale — Chicago,  Illinois  . June  26-28 


(in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

ANA  July- August  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  .  July  30-August  2 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . August  7 

The  Rarities  Sale — Los  Angeles,  California . September  14 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . September  25 

November  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  . November  13-15 


(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 
several  years.  January  2004;  January  2005 


r 


V 


Begin  planning  now  for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection  as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  to  learn  more  about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this  important  event. 


We  sold  the  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection  specimen 
of  the  1804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  fen’ 
$4,140,000. 


We  have  also  sold  the  Ehasberg 
1 804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar 
for  $1,8 1 5 ,000  and  the 
Eliasberg  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  for  $1 , 485 , 000 .  In  fact, 
we  hold  many  of  the  top 
world  record  auction  prices. 


We  invite  you  to  he  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  2003.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise  go  to  work 
ft  >r  you !  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and  numismatic  expertise 
that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold  hundreds  of  millions 
<  >f  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  government  agencies, 
and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  at 
1  -800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 
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Interesting 
American  Items 


Territorial  Gold 


1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 
900  THOUS 


1853  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $20. 
900  THOUS.  Kagin-18.  MS-61  (PCGS). 
An  outstanding  Mint  State  example  with 
highly  lustrous  greenish  gold  surfaces.  A  very 
sharply  struck  example  with  only  a  few  minor 
surface  marks.  This  is  much  finer  than  the 
MS-61  grade  would  suggest .  10,950 

INTERESTING 

Memorabilia 


Rovelstad  Elgin  Archive 
Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspondence 
from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Commemorative  half  dollar  and 
other  items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  correspondence  from 
Trygve  Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  its 
design,  the  models,  and  so  on.  Absolutely 
unique,  absolutely  irreplaceable .  2,400 

California 
Fractional  Gold 

1870  Octagonal  25  cents.  Liberty  Head.  BG- 
763.  Rarity-4  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing,  fully  prooflike  example  with  bright 


yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  few  minor  planchet 
flakes  are  present . 495 

1878/6  Round  25  cents.  Indian  Head.  BG- 
884.  Rarity-6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully 
prooflike  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre.  ..  595 

1881  Octagonal  50  cents.  Indian  Head.  BG- 
957.  Rarity-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  prooflike  yellow  gold 
surfaces . 595 

Mint  State  1872  Gold  Dollar 
Octagonal  Indian 

1872  Octagonal  $1.  Indian  Head.  BG-1120. 
MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  re¬ 
flective  greenish  gold  surfaces .  1,995 


BOB  K.  WRITES 

I  enjoyed  the  article  about 
your  purchase  of  the  1894-S 
dime,  the  event  that  took  place  in 
1957,  “Teenager  Pays  $4,  750  for 
a  Dime,”  and  the  comments  in 
headlines  like  this  infer  that  you 
(and  I  guess  all  collectors)  have 
more  money  than  good  sense. 

In  that  vein,  I  thought  you’d 
enjoy  the  enclosed  comic, 
“Shirley  and  Son,”  hy  Jerry  Bittle, 
that  appeared  in  the  September 
22,  2002  edition  of  our  local 
newspaper,  The  News  and  Record. 
It  says  pretty  much  the  same 
thing.  [Shown  was  a  little  kid 
who  was  paying  buying  a  coin 
collector’s  starter  kit,  with  one  of 
each  denomination  from  a  cent 
to  a  dollar,  paying  $10  for  it, 
much  to  his  mother’s  consterna¬ 
tion]. 

Oh  well,  if  Main  Street  of 
America  feels  like  this,  it’s  just 
that  many  more  coins  available 
for  you  and  me!  Your  friend  and 
client  since  1979.” 


Tokens,  Medals, 
Americana,  Etc. 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.  1911)  token.  Test  planchet.  AU. 

Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank 
planchet  was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  for  date 
logotypes.  One  side  has  the  word  IX9LLARS 
entered  along  with  dates  1885  (twice),  1893, 
and  1911  (twice).  The  two  1911  punches  are 
larger  size  and  appear  to  he  slanted  or  itali¬ 
cized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks  remark¬ 
able  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and 
1874,  along  with  another  italicized  1911.  We 
have  assigned  the  approximate  date  to  the 
latest  appearing  on  this  example,  hut  who 
knows? . 2,350 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker- 14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN .  379 

“1792”  Dickeson  Cent 

“1792”  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actu¬ 
ally  made  circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed 
revenue  stamp  die.  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  was  the  progenitor.  An  attractive 
and  perennially  interesting  issue .  1,795 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  •  Baker- 
426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1,010.6 
grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich  choco¬ 
late  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet, 
and  blue  toning  in  the  fields.  Reflective  ob¬ 
verse  fields,  while  the  reverse  is  more  satiny 
with  subdued  lustre  •  Gilt  bronze  (unlisted  in 
Baker).  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1,069.8  grains. 
Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Bright  golden  sur¬ 
faces  with  pleasing  reflectivity  in  the  fields. 
The  devices  are  hold  and  satiny.  Some  light 
hairlines  are  noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal, 
plain  edge.  Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter: 
52.7  mm.  Pnxif.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply 
mirrored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  be¬ 
tween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  threesome  counted  by  some  among  the 
most  beautiful  Washington  medals  of  their 
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Interesting  American  Items 


era.  Stuck  tor  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibi¬ 
tion.  Designed,  prepared  and  published  by 
Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld,  H.  Ophlrik,  and 

V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company, 
Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create 
these  tokens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of 
a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857 
years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  de¬ 
picts  on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUN1-S 
COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 
representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch 
and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the 
rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are 
with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each 
$9.95,  25  for .  149 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune” 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of 
fortune”  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in 
the  20th  century — just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or 
high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel, 
about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand 
and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  position.  The 
wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (resem¬ 
bling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a 
very  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across 
this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts 
(where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the 
spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 
of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  de¬ 
vices,  we’ve  encountered  only  one  other  for 
sale.  Basically  “original”  condition,  not  re¬ 
painted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few 
touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine .  3,450 

John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Ancient  and 
Modem  Coins  and  Medals... ,”  London,  1789. 
Two  volumes,  octavo,  302  and  346  pages, 
plus  other  material,  excellent  condition,  re¬ 
bound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of  ancient, 
classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 
mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some 
very  nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing .  265 

Interesting  book,  Gambling  and  Gambling  De¬ 
vices,  J.P.  Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated  including  with  many 
coin-operated  devices,  slot  machines,  casino 
gadgets,  etc.,  with  information  on  all  sorts  of 
games  of  chance  and  various  ways  they  can 
be  rigged.  Most  probably  the  most  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated,  most  detailed  study  of  its 


kind.  Choice  condition,  light  wear,  cover 
bright.  From  Q.  David  Bowers’  library.  360 
Eckert,  George  N.  Letter  dated  February  10, 
1853,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Lewis,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Port, 
reminding  the  recipient  of  the  pending  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  “Commission  for  the  annual  trial 
of  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  commonly 
known  as  the  Assay  Commission.  Double 
folded  sheet,  8  x  10.5  inches  after  fold,  the 
upper  left  and  right  corners  torn.  Very 
slightly  faded  at  edges.  This  is  a  wonderful 
association  piece  for  collectors  of  assay  com¬ 
mission  medals.  Signed  “Geo.  N.  Eckert,  Di¬ 
rector  by  R.  Patterson.” . 595 

Wonderful  Gold  Rush 
Double  Currency  Sheet 
Gold  Rush  San  Francisco!  An  interesting 
double  sheet  of  unused  currency  notes,  $10, 
$20,  and  $50,  undated  except  for  “18,”  and 
presumably,  circa  1849.  Bearing  the  imprint 
“San  Francisco”  on  each  note,  these  were 
most  likely  printed  in  the  east  (perhaps 
Philadelphia  or  New  York),  with  the  thought 
that  the  identification  of  a  San  Francisco 
bank  or  merchant  could  be  overprinted  by 
users  in  the  Gold  Rush  era.  However,  the 
State  Constitution  of  California  made  the 
use  of  any  and  all  paper  money  illegal.  The 
vignettes  in  each  instance  picture  Benjamin 
Franklin  on  the  left  and  Washington  on  the 
right.  Such  notes  were  produced  by  locking 
in  a  frame  various  typographical  elements, 
including  the  various  vignettes,  decorative 
borders,  and  lettering.  The  double  sheet  fur¬ 
nishes  a  very  interesting  opportunity  to  note 
varieties  of  the  plates,  a  field  completely  un¬ 
studied  in  American  obsolete  currency.  Each 
side  of  the  sheet,  although  superficially  simi¬ 
lar,  is  different  in  terms  of  minor  positions. 
Note,  for  example,  that  on  the  bottom  note 
on  the  left,  the  denomination  “50”  is  set  in 
farther  from  the  left  and  right,  than  are  the 
same  denominations  on  the  note  at  the  lower 
right.  In  general,  among  other  bank  notes  of 
the  1830s  and  1840s,  even  with  sheets  that 
have  four  of  the  same  denomination,  each  of 
the  notes  will  show  differences,  often  a  plate 
letter,  but,  more  subtly,  differences  in  posi¬ 
tioning . 3,850 

1855  State  Controller’s  Warrant.  Dated  March 
9,  1855  at  the  “Seat  of  Government,  Califor¬ 
nia.”  This  warrant  in  the  amount  of  $  1 20  was 
issued  to  H.B.  Meredith.  At  upper  right  and 
lower  left  are  outstanding  California  related 

vignettes .  199 

Louis  McLane  ALS,  dated  December  1,  1857, 
on  blue  ruled  letterhead  of  the  Office  of 
Wells,  Fargo  &.  Co.’s  Express  and  Exchange 
Company.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Deeds,  the  addressee  otherwise 
unnamed,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Walter  H. 


Peters  of  New  Orleans  he  appointed  commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  State  of  California . 665 

Richard  Sutton,  Jr.,  Licensed  Ship  Broker, 
Buenos  Aires.  An  intriguing  document, 
dated  September  20,  1849,  chartering  the 
schooner  Ra[)ide  of  Sweden  for  the  benefit  of 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier,  and  Co.  of 
Buenos  Aires.  The  schooner  was  to  transport 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier  and  Co.  and  their 
cargo  to  San  Francisco,  for  the  consideration 
of  “Four  Thousand  Hard  Silver  Dollars.” 
Generally  nice  condition  with  all  writing  leg¬ 
ible,  a  portion  at  bottom  missing,  including 
some  signatures . 585 

Le  Nouveau  Monde.  A  company  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  working  gold  mines.  This  stock 
certificate  is  for  ten  shares  of  25  francs  each, 
payable  to  the  bearer.  This  company  was 
“Constituted  according  to  the  Law  of  France, 
by  Acts  dated  25th  May,  1850,  and  21s'  Au¬ 
gust,  1851,  deposited  at  Paris,  and  duly  reg¬ 
istered  and  published.” . 275 

Gold  rush  Bonanza! 

We  have  on  hand  a  few  original  stock  mining 
shares  in  the  Anglo-Califomia  Gold  Mining 
Company,  registered  on  November  5,  1851. 
These  stock  certificates  were  actually  used, 
bear  serial  numbers,  and  were  issued  in  1852. 
The  approximate  dimensions  are  8-1/2” 
wide,  and  7-1/2”  high.  Original  stock  certifi¬ 
cates  sold  to  finance  adventuring  in  the  gold 
fields  of  California,  and  dated  before  1853, 
are  few  and  far  between,  and  in  our  search  for 
such  things  -  for  a  display  we  are  putting  to¬ 
gether,  which  includes  an  example  of  the 
piece  we  are  offering  here  -  our  luck  has  been 
almost,  but  not  quite,  zero.  Now  comes  this 
little  cache,  said  to  have  been  found  in  a 
castle  in  England.  However,  the  seller  of  this 
marvelous  group  hastened  to  add,  “whether 
this  was  true  or  just  salesmanship,  we  cannot 
know!”  No  matter,  these  items  are  nice  for 
framing  -  perhaps  together  with  a  Gold  Rush 
coin?  Offered,  for  each,  $  1 25,  or  buy  two  for 
$235  the  pair. 

1896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
gold  bond,  10  x  14-1/2  inches,  plus  attached 
coupons,  27  or  more,  punch  cancelled.  Pay¬ 
able  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  IN 
GOLD  COIN.  Three  vignettes  across  the  top, 
the  left  and  right  being  Native  Americans 
(one  with  a  bow  and  arrows,  the  other  with  a 
calumet),  the  center  being  larger  and  showing 
a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or  Rainier)  moun¬ 
tain  with  pine  trees  and  an  expanse  of  prairie 
in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for  framing  and  dis¬ 
play.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Issued  in  the  day  when  a  dollar  was 
worth  a  dollar,  and  in  gold .  100 

The  Northern  Pacific  was  the  first  of  the  Northern 
transcontinental  lines,  the  N.  P  ,  was  chartered  by  an 
act  of  Congress  signed  by  President  1  incoln  on  July  2, 
1 864.  Construction  of  a  line  to  connect  the  head  of  the 
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Great  Lakes  with  Portland,  Ore.,  was  started  in  1870 
and  completed  in  1 88  3.  The  company  present  ly  operates 
6700  miles  of  the  line,  extending  from  St.  Paul- 
Minneapolis  and  Duluth-Superior  to  Seattle,  Tacoma 
and  Portland,  and  owns  a  one-half  interest  in  the 
Burlington  Lines  and  The  Spokane,  Portland  &.  Seattle. 

1 906  $  1 ,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10  x  14  inches,  plus  90  at¬ 
tached  coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — 
in  the  traditional  “money  color.”  Payable 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD 
COIN.  The  top  center  of  the  bond  has  an 
engraving  of  a  train  attached  to  catenary 
cables.  At  the  top  left  is  seen  a  prairie  town 
with  mountains  in  the  background.  The  top 
right  is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a  woman 
about  to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tunnel 
cut  through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia. 
Another  great  framing  item .  49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois 
Railway  Company  gold  bond,  10x14  inches, 
ornate  gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomo¬ 
tives  under  full  steam,  workers  on  separate 
tricks,  etc.  Payable  ONE  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  With  37  cou¬ 
pons  on  a  separate  but  attached  sheet,  each 
coupon  having  a  steam  engine  vignette  and 
gold  overprinting.  Printed  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  Another  bond  from 
the  age  of  gold.  Such  gold  obligations  were 
later  declared  invalid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great 
display  item . 49 


“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL."  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three, 

the  trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget"  color  lithograph,  circa 
1880s,  issued  as  a  poster  and  labeled  by  the 
T.C.  Williams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco 
manufacturers.  Depicted  is  a  gold  miner 
standing  holding  an  unbelievable  large  nug¬ 
get,  with  scenes  of  mining  operations  in  the 
background.  Two  versions,  one  tall  and 
rectangular  measuring  13  inches  high  by  6- 
1/2  inches  wide,  at  $199,  the  other  square, 
measuring  10-1/2  inches  high  by  10-1/2 
inches  wide,  at  $249.  The  square  version 
depicts  a  few  more  background  details.  Or¬ 
der  singly  or  as  a  pair — certainly  a  nice  “go- 
with”  item  for  any  display  of 
California-related  gold! 

Gold  mineral  and 
Crystal  specim  en  s 

Gold  mineral  specimens  from  the  cabinet  of 
QDB.  Study  pieces  acquired  in  the  line  of  gold 
research,  and  now  being  deaccessioned:  Each 
piece  was  hand-selected  by  Dave  for  its  quality 
and  display  value.  All  examples  are  one-of-a- 
kind.  Subject  to  prior  sale. 

16-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 

Spectacular  “tree”  of  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60 
mm.  A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study 


specimen  located  by  QDB . 6,300 

Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  fn»m 
circa  1930s  and  from  the  old  DeMana  and 
Garbe  Mine  (later  incorporated  into  the 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a  consolidation  of  about 
10  different  claims).  14.8  grams.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  leaf  gold .  1 ,845 


Gift  Certificates 

The  Ideal  Gift! 

$50  Up — You  Pick  the  Amount! 

We  have  Gift  Certificates  available 
in  any  amount  from  $50  up.  Just  call  us, 
ask  for  the  specific  amount,  give  us  your 
form  of  payment,  and  we  will  do  the  rest. 
A  fantastic  gift  for  a  coin-collecting 
spouse  or  friend — or  a  great  way  to  intro¬ 
duce  someone  to  “the  world’s  greatest 
hobby.” 

Or,  if  your  spouse  or  “significant 
other”  collects  coins,  and  you  don’t  know 
what  terms  such  as  “Rulau  HT-31,”  or 
“1817  N-16  obverse  brockage  with  30 
stars,”  “Eastman  Johnson’s  holey  design, 
or  “1795  Hidden  Star  silver  dollar"  mean, 
then  buy  him  or  her  a  gift  certificate! 
And,  if  your  lucky  gift  recipient  orders 
books — always  a  great  gift  and  value — a 
discount  awaits! 


On  the  internet 


Visit  us  Online  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com 
or  email: 

rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 
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Free  Ezine  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries! 

Free  Ezine  Subscription 

Already  on  ou»  mailing  fef*  Just  enter  your  name  and  email  address  here  and  our  weeVV  email  magazme 
(ezme)  wi  come  your  way  w*h  our  compliments 

O  HTML  Version  (§)  Te>rt  \Arsion  (A0 1  &  Juno  users  select  te*i  wrsion) 

Name  ^ 

Email 

Address 

( Subscribe  | 


Already  on  our  mailing  list?  Just  enter  your 
name  and  e-mail  address  on  our  website  and  our 
weekly  magazine  (ezine)  will  come  your  way  with 
our  compliments! 
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Books  For  Sale! 


Take  Your  Special  Discount! 

Discounts  of  10%  to  20%  await  you! 


Discounts  Galore! 

Each  and  every  book  we  offer  for  sale  is  yours,  net,  for  10% 
off  the  cover  or  list  price.  If  your  order  totals  $  1 00.0 1  or  more 
in  list  prices,  then  you  get  a  20%  discount  in  your  book  order. 
And,  you  can  include  “Eagle”  albums  and  other  modern  coin 
supplies  (magnifying  glasses,  etc.)  as  part  of  your  total. 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  pie:  Just  have  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
in  one  hand  and  your  credit  card  in  the  other,  call  800-222- 
5993  toll-free  and  ask  for  our  Publications  Department.  Mary 
Tocci  or  one  of  her  staffers  will  he  at  the  other  end  of  the  line, 
will  take  your  order,  will  automatically  compute  your  best 
discount  price,  and  then  hasten  your  order  off  to  you.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  watch  your  mailbox! 

Tis  the  Season! 

It  is  the  holiday  season,  or  soon  will  be.  There  is  no  better 
gift  in  the  whole  wide  numismatic  world  than  an  interesting 
book!  For  your  kids,  your  relatives,  your  spouse,  your  friends, 
a  book  can  provide  many  hours  of  enjoyable  reading,  can 
acquaint  them  with  that  hobby  of  yours,  and,  who  knows?,  it 
may  make  them  a  collector!  Besides,  a  book  is  something  kept 
and  used  and  enjoyed — not  quickly  looked  at  and  tossed 
somewhere. 

Here  are  some  book  gift  suggestions  (and,  of  course,  its 
perfectly  okay  to  buy  yourself  a  gift,  too!): 

A  California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  1,050  pages  in  length,  is  the  most 
“pricey"  book  we  have — but,  what  a  book  it  is.  Besides,  its  list 
price  is  over  $  1 00.0 1 ,  thus  putting  you  into  the  20%  discount 
category.  And,  it  is  nearly  sold  out!  As  we  go  to  press  we  only 
have  a  few  hundred  copies  remaining!  There  are  no  plans  at 
present  to  reprint  it,  or  possibly  forever — as  this  book  was,  in 
essence,  “paid  for”  and  subsidized  by  the  sale  of  the 
$100,000,000  gold  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America, 
and  nearly  all  of  the  coins  and  ingots  are  sold.  Anyway,  if  you 
want  a  really  memorable  book,  this  is  it! 

More  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bowers’  latest 
book,  has  garnered  great  reviews  and  has  been  super  popular. 
While  you  as  a  serious  numismatist  will  for  sure  enjoy  it, 


anyone  with  just  a  casual  interest  will  find  it  to  be  a  numis¬ 
matic  smorgasbord — they  can  “nibble”  at  one  chapter  at  a 
time  (there  are  50  of  them! )  and  keep  happily  busy  for  weeks! 

Any  book  that  Dave  B  has  written  he  can  autograph  to  you 
or  your  gift  recipient — just  let  Mary  Tocci  know. 

Other  Comments 

New  to  our  listing  is  The  Authorita¬ 
tive  Reference  on  Roosevelt  Dimes,  by 
Kevin  Flynn  (Stock  no.  BFL-310, 
softbound,  list  $32.95  before  your  dis¬ 
count).  This  is  a  182-page  illustrated 
guide  to  the  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  in  the  series  from  1946  to 
2001 ,  discussing  each.  A  nice  go-with  if 
you  are  a  Roosevelt  dime  specialist— and  by  now  enough  of 
these  little  dimes  have  been  made  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
dates,  mintmarks,  and  die  varieties  combined.  As  is  true  of  the 
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other  books  we  offer,  a  30-day  money-hack  guarantee  of 
satisfaction  comes  with  this  new  title. 

There  is  something  comfy  and  cozy  about  a  library.  We 
might  not  all  he  able  to  have  a  high-ceilinged  old-fashioned 
library  as  illustrated  here,  hut  we  certainly  have  room  for  a  few 
shelves  of  books.  Increasingly,  we  see  bookshelves  being  used 
as  a  background  tor  advertisements  for  insurance,  legal  knowl¬ 
edge,  investment  expertise,  estate  planning,  etc.  Somehow,  a 
house  with  hooks  is  a  house  with  a  lot  of  warmth. 

Do  the  math:  Did  you  know  that  1  coin  +  1  book  giving  the 
h  istory  and  romance  of  that  coin  can  equal  not  2 ,  but  4  or  even 


10  units  of  enjoyment”.7  It  is  true.  A  good  numismatic  book 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  can  be  your  passport  to  a 
world  of  numismatic  pleasure. 

Look  over  our  listing  and  telephone,  e-mail,  write,  or  fax 
me.  I’ll  get  your  order  in  the  mail  right  away. 

Happy  holidays! 


Director,  B&M  Publications  Department 


,  //w 

.  (t/oenfurc* 
f/ia/'e  Cmm/hs 


“What  they  Say” 

about  Dave  Bowers’  Recent  Books 

I  was  tickled  to  receive  a  copy  of  More  Adventures  in  Rare  Coins  and  pleased  to  see  that 
about  a  quarter  of  it  was  dedicated  to  tokens  and  medals  my  personal  specialty. 

More  than  a  simple  review  of  exonumia  (“out  of  numismatics”),  it  delves  deeply  into 
the  why,  what,  when,  where  of  the  history  of  selected  tokens  and  medals,  most  of  which 
are  at  least  familiar  to  most  exonumists  on  a  superficial  level. 

For  example,  I  consider  myself  something  of  an  “expert”  on  Civil  War  tokens  and  I 
thought  to  be  on  the  cusp  of  catching  David  in  a  mistake  when  he  stated  that  many  of  the 
Civil  War  tokens  were  struck  with  “Prairie  Flower”  reverses.  As  a  collector  and  a  dealer  I 
had  only  handled  a  single  copper-nickel  example  of  this  lovely  die  but  it  was  shown  that 
some  150  different  issues  were  known! 

Another  example  of  my  enlightenment:  I  had  some  familiarity,  I  thought,  with  the 
North  West  Tokens.  I  knew  them  to  be  rare,  but  not  as  rare  as  they  were  before  numer¬ 
ous  hoards  were  unearthed  in  the  western  states.  I  was  pleased  to  see,  and  it  was  confirmed  by  David,  that  a  friend 
of  mine  was  recognized  as  having  handled  one  of  the  larger  hoards.  A  challenge  to  David:  determine  whether  the  to¬ 
kens  were  copper  or  brass,  and  if  both,  how  does  one  differentiate  between  the  two? 

I  enjoyed  again  the  life  and  times  of  Yankee  Robinson,  in  greater  depth  than  recently  offered  in  a  series  of  articles 
by  David  in  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal.  Robinson  and  myself  share  a  birthday. 

This  is  a  wonderful  book  for  numismatists  of  any  persuasion.  A  tome  for  both  the  student  and  casual  reader.  Don’t 
pick  it  up  if  you  have  ten  minutes  to  kill.  It’s  a  “page  turner!” 

Paul  Cunningham 

Dealer,  scholar,  author 


A  CALIFORNIA 
GOLD  RUSH 
HISTORY 


frm  Hiring  tb 

titan in  fr*m  tin 
5  V.  <  e»t rai  Amenta 


Already  your  1982  book,  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  was  bril¬ 
liant  and  now  this!  Your  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  is  amazing.  Your  books  are  price 
worthy  and  worth  prices.  No  one  can  match  your  strong  points  which  I  consider  are: 
More  enthusiasm  about  the  subject  than  anyone  else. 

The  creativity  to  find  new  details  so  far  unobserved. 

The  analyzing  ability  to  form  the  now  known  facts  into  a  truer  picture. 

Add  to  this  your  writing  skill  and  the  success  is  there! 

Yours  sincerely, 

Lennart  Bjelkenkrantz 
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United  States  Numismatic 
Literati  ke:  Volume  1-Nineteenth 
Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  \X  .Adams 

Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  This 
classic  work  is  the  foundation  stone  tor 
studying  19th-cen¬ 
tury  coin  dealers,  auc¬ 
tioneers,  and  cata¬ 
logues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List:  $49.50 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 

VOLUME  UNfc 

b*  w*»  V  VlM. 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  M usee  des  Augustins 

This  hook  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 
museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $69.95 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-600. 

List  $49.95 

Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95 


TM£  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Numismatic  Books 

^  For  Sait! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 


Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 


the  19th  century.  A 
lot  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 
List  $29.95 


Ql  Meeting  Q>in* 

^Making  Mon°Y 


Encyclopedia  of 

Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old- 
time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia,  , 

you’ll  love  this 
hook.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 


More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 
Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els,  gold  coins,  colonials,  exploits  and 
adventures,  treasures,  interesting  person¬ 
alities,  State  Reverse 
quarters,  tokens,  un¬ 
solved  mysteries,  and 
much,  much  more! 

460  pages,  Profusely 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-125A. 

List  $89.00 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 
and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 
the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 

List  $69.95 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
from  1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00 


The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 

Museum  Sylloge 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

One  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  ever 
presented,  featuring  U.S.  gold  coins  from 
the  Bass  collection  as  well  as  pattern 
coins  and  paper 
money,  specifically 
the  “Educational 
Notes”  of  1896.  500 
pages,  illustrated  in 
full  color. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-148. 

List  $89.00 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran- 
c  isco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


A  California  Gold  Rush  History 

featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  the  greatest  gold  coin  and  ingot 
treasure  ever  found,  the  saga  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America  and  how  the  long-lost 
ship  was  recovered, 
and  you  have  part  of 
the  thrilling  narra¬ 
tive  in  this  hook. 

1,051  pages,  Pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  CGR-100. 

List  $199.00 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 
to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  discussed.  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


Ai  Hljauaisd  br  (be 
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United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


United  Slates  Gold  Coin* 

An  Iflmluted  Ulxorr 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  hut  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
hook  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  are- 
fund  will  he  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  cov¬ 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-724. 

List:  $65.00 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


The  master  source,  the  fountainhead 
of  information  gathered  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  By  one 
of  America’s  most 
highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $135.00 


WALTER  BREEN'S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- OF — 

U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 


COINS 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
Early  United  States  Cents 
1793-1814 

Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  large  cent  series.  895 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRR-999. 

List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999A. 

List:  $149.95 
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Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  Bresson 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of 
the  United  States,  1796-1838 

By  A.W.  Browning,  Updated  by  Walter  Breen 
Forward  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Reprint  of  early  classic.  Describes  early 
quarter  dollars  by  die 
varieties  and  charac¬ 
teristics.  The  standard 
reference  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  184  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-813. 

List:  $22.00 


The  Early 
Quarter  Dollars 
United  States 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensiVe  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing 
at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  by  “What 
Will  It  Cost?”  and 
“Fast  Facts”.  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Coin  World 

This  7th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metals, 
descriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  |ALMANAC| 

Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

List  $20.00 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

If  your  hook  order  totals  up  to  $  100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


United  States  Small  Cents- 
Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995-June  2000 

Compiled  by  John  Dannreuther  &  Jeff  Garrett 
Lots  and  lots  of  data!  If  you  like  to  pore 
over  market  prices, 
numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam 
with  this  book!  643 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BDA-800. 

List:  $100.00 
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MLV  »  K  DOLLARS 


America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  world.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then 
this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t 
know  about  it,  that 
is  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  to  order  a  copy! 

254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO-505. 

List  $75.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  John  Feigenb aum 

An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  1 892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  reference,  de¬ 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recognize  genu¬ 
ine  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 15. 

List  $10.00 


Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

Fourth  Edition -Volume  I 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  variet¬ 
ies  of  U.S.  coins  from 
half  cents  to  jefferson 
nickels  are  described 
and  arranged  by  two  of 
the  hobby’s  most  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  422 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-950. 

List  $34.95 

Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills 
needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting. 

120  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 20. 

List  $15.95 


The  Authoritative  Reference  os 
Roosevelt  Dimes 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

Descriptions  of  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
die  varieties  1946  to  2001.  182  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  .J 

Stock  No.  BF1-310. 

List  $32.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  hook  will  make  attribution  of 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  $29.95 
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The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar- 
tides,  charts  and 
color  illustrations. 

216  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


Paper  Money 
of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Fnedberg 

With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S.  and 
Arthur  L.  Fnedberg 
The  essential 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105A. 

List  $38.50 


PAPER  MONEY 

or  thc  i  is  ur.ri  stmts 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each 
date  and  mintmark 
iscovered,  including 
grading,  major  vari¬ 
ety  analysis,  history, 
and  scarcity. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGR-222. 

List  $36.95 
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The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 

By  Sylvia  Gailey  Haul  and  Elizabeth  VC 
Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  held  ot  gold  coin 
research,  this  volume 
hasjust  been  reprinted 
with  the  addition  of 
new  plates  and  pho¬ 
tographs.  206  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BHE-700. 

List  $30.00 
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Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies 

By  Ron  Guth 

A  great  how-to-do-it  hook!  357  pages, 
soft  bound,  extensively  illustrated.  A  truly 
great  basic  guide  to  buying,  selling,  trad¬ 
ing,  and  enjoying  coins,  by  a  highly  ac¬ 
complished  professional  numismatist. 
A  highly  recom¬ 
mended  volume  that 
belongs  in  every'  nu¬ 
mismatic  library. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGU-108 
List  $21.99 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemo¬ 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 
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Numismatic  books 

For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $  100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  Lange 

This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-106A; 

List  $36.95. 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 
for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 
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Mason  s  ■  Mason's  ■  The  Later 

Stamp  &  Coin  I  Stamp  &  Coin  I  Publications  of 
Collector's  I  Collector's  I  Locke  Mason 

Magazine  |  Magazine  | 


Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 
E.  Locke  Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia 
and  Boston  in 
the  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  Great  read¬ 
ing  for  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  buff. 

Hardbound 
3  Volumes. 

Stock  No. 

BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 

The  Half 

Cent  Die  State  Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-850. 

List  $75.00 
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HALF  CENT 
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Kouakl  h  Manic v  Ph.D. 


United  States  Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton 

Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  vari¬ 
ous  United  States 
auction  houses,  a 
dandy  guide  to  what 
is  “out  there.”  60 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-400. 

List  price  $29.95. 


UNITED  STATES 

NUMISMATIC 

AUCTION 

CATALOGUES 


The  Medallic  Work  of  John  . 
Adams  Bolen,  Die  Sinker  &c. 

by  Neil  E.  M usance 

One  of  the  finest  hooks  ever  published 
on  any  specialized  token  or  medal  series. 

This  biographical _ 

sketch  and  numis¬ 
matic  catalogue  of  his 
work  is  artfully  writ-  ,"h"  “T  B“1" 

ten  and  beautifully  il¬ 
lustrated.  350  pages.  ;  'flr 

Hardbound.  i>„  s.»w 

Stock  No.  BMU-925. 

List  price  $65. 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R .  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
3 1 2  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


The  Civil  War  Tokens 
Collectors  Guide 

By  Bryon  Kansinger 

For  the  Civil  War  Token  enthusiast, 
this  new  work  will  give  valuable  back¬ 
ground  information 
and  valuations  to  as¬ 
sist  collectors  in  their 
efforts.  238  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BKA-900. 

List  $27.00 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 
the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some 
of  the  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die  ?  These  ques¬ 
tions  and  more  are  an¬ 
swered  in  this  guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  M argolis  and  Fred  Weinberg. 

This  is  a  splendid  book,  indeed  de/rnf- 
rive.  Descriptions,  illustrations,  and  other 
information  about  the  “mistakes”  made 
during  the  coinage 
process.  456  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-762. 

List  $39.95 


U.S.  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail¬ 
able  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  ev¬ 
ery  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 
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National  Bank  Notes 
Third  Edition 


By  Don  C.  Kelly 

Don  Kelly’s  magnum  opus  about  the 
notes  issued  by  12,635  hanks  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  era  1863-1935. 

Fascinating  reading, 
plus  “realistic  evalu¬ 
ations  for  all  notes 
issued  by  every 
hank.”  596  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BKE-650. 

List  $100.00 
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Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismat¬ 
ics’  most  accomplished  authors.  Packed 
with  information  on 
this  obscure  hut  fasci¬ 
nating  series.  293 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 


Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Neuman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 
every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 
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California  Coiners  and  Assayers 

By  Dan  Owens 

A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 

List  $49.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  A/C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  book. 

Photographs  of  die 


varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters.  710  pages. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 
List  $59.95 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-51 1. 

List  $12.95 


History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting 
Historical  Letters  and  Documents 

by  Kenneth  W.  Rendell 

Written  by  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 
the  world  has  ever  .  --  »-  -hh 

known,  this  book  j 
makes  dandy  read¬ 
ing  for  anyone  in-  I  4 
terested  in  history.  Illxl,"y  t  »"»  * I  iff 
279  pages,  ill. 
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Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRE-1 1 3. 
List:  $29.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
was  the  most -requested  hook  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library 


system.  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edi¬ 
tion,  224pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-414. 
List  $12.95 


Photograde 


Numismatic  Books 
For  Sale! 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 

It  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  oft 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1 783  to  present,  with 
photos,  descriptions, 
and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


Standard  Catalog 

of  Hard  Times  Tokens  1832-1844 

By  Russell  Rulau 

The  standard  authority  on  the  title 
subject.  Lots  of  history,  full  pricing,  and 
more,  for  this  fascinating  series!  2 1 8  pages. 

Softbound.  ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■hi 

Stock  No.  BRU-950.  HARD  ^ 
List  $29.95  TIMES 

TOKENS 


4  m.  Inin, 

No.  IM  Tin  1 Um.  Ou.«* 


Standard  Catalog 
of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you 
need  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  collect,  enjoy, 
and  appreciate 
United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 

Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in¬ 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  1,  1856-1858 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Definitive  for  1856-8  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  including  the 
famous  1856,  PLUS 
pattern  Indian 
cents  and  other  pat¬ 
terns  of  1858.  128 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  501. 

List:  $24.50 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  6,  1900-1909 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Great  guide  to  repunched  dates  and 
other  interesting  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  highly 
affordable  section  of 
the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
nes.  Over  100  pages, 
ill. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  506. 

List:  $18.00 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 
classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 
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United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 

By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  known  eagle  die 
marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-900. 

List  $69.95 


UNITEi)  STATE 
TEN  DOLLARS 
GUI  EASE 
179b  IBM 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  coin 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus' 
trated 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbcns 

Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Com 
Lore  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224 
pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draw’s  a  roadmap  detailing 
both  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion, 
represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mollis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 
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Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock 
Connection 

Bn  Robert  Van  Ry?in 

Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silver 
mines  of  Nevada’s  __ 

CRIME 
1873 


Comstock  Lode, 
the  minting  of  the 
popular  Carson 
City  dollars,  and 
much  more.  300 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BYA-980. 
List  $34.95 


Cl/ 


Th«  Comstock  CoMMtton 


The  Best  of  the  Jefferson  Nickel 
Doubled  Die  Varieties 

Second  Edition 

by  John  A.  Wexler  and  Brian  A.  Ribar 

Extensively  illustrated  as  a  definitive 
work  on  this  topic  should  be.  All  varieties 
are  featured  with  value 
information  as  well. 

264  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-875. 

List  price  $38.95 


THfc  BIKI  OF  I  MF 

JEFFERSON  NICKEL 
DOUBLED  DIF.  V  \RIFTfES 

in*  IdlUoa 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

Features  139  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 
List  $39.95 
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Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-202. 

List  $40.00 


NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 
S&  FORSALE!  X 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discountoff 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar 
Book:  An  Attribution  and  Pricing 
Guide,  Volume  II,  1942-1944 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

Points  out  technical  die  varieties  (some 
of  which  can  be  rare,  valuable,  or  both) 
to  be  found  on  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters  of  the 
three  dates.  243 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-401. 

List  $39.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  sur¬ 
faces,  lustre,  die  variet¬ 
ies,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List 
$35.00 


Gold  Coins 

of  the  Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics. 

250  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


MHi  corns  of  mi 
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John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer 


of  the  1 807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900. 
List  $12.95 


JO II ASS  MATTHAUS  REICH 
JOHN  REICH 


Numismatist’s 

“Companion” 

Books 

Each  book  in  the 
“Companion”  series  is 
edited  by  QDB  and 
contains  interesting 
articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and 
informative  reading. 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by 
8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist’s 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Bedside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Lakeside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Topside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Traveling 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Weekend 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 
List  $12.95 


\  IMISMVTKrYftitwroSlSt 

COMPANION 
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Numismatist's  Bcrwint 

COMPANION 
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NuMISMATWrilLAKBSinR 

COMPANION 
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Nl  MISMATISTS  TOPSIDE 

COMPANION 
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Nt  M  ISM  MM  S  WEEKEND 

COMPANION 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  mono¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  “Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference”  held  each  year  in 
New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each  volume 
is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 

America’s  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 

America’s  Silver 
Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-21 1. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00 

The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215. 

List  $25.00 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 

By  Philip  L  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately  published 
by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
SylvesterS.  Crosby's 
Early  Coins  of 
America.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-200. 

List  $100.00 


The  Token: 
Ainnki's  Other  Money 
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Bowers  and  Merena’s  Limi  Editions 

A  series  nt  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin- 
related  topics,  from  famous  figures,  studies  on 
popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A  .L  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501. 

List  $5.95 


A  ( tirkHia 
11  1.  \cTY  at  live 
Mulaiiolpiua 
N\nu 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin 
Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502. 
List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of 
the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline 

By  Dr  Joel }.  Orosz,  NLG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503. 
List  $5.95 

Woodward’s  Sale  of 
the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-504. 
List  $5.95 


IK- 

)  Com  tvntuddw 
Com  Mtukd 
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NUMSMATIC  BOOKS 

ForSale!  1 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $  100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%)  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Something  Different! 


Bowers  and  M  ts  Ca; 

\  l  ,/IL’i  Inis  '  TIKi-T  »(*.' 

P.O.B.*  1224^3 

Wolfeboro, 

loll  Free:  1  58-4646 

In  New  HampsVmc;  569-509^ 

Fax:  l-603-569«M 

Visit  us  on  the 
worldwide  web  at 

www  .bowersandmerena.com 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you  An  Evening  at  the  Home  of 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe  Cimino  featuring 
melodies  on  the  “Mighty  Wurlitzer”  theatre  pipe  organ  owned  hy 
Dave  Bowers.  We  guarantee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun  and 
enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 


Stock  No.  BCD-1. 
List  $24.95 


Backstock  Bargains! 


Our  past  softbound  auction  catalogues  are  now  available  to  you  at  a 
bargain  price!  For  $25  you  will  receive  five  historical  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  catalogues  ($5  each).  Call  or  e-mail  Mary  w-ith  a  preference  list 
or  order  a  grab  hag,  either  way  you’ll  get  five  for  $25!  Subject  to  availability. 

To  order,  please  call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department  at 
-800-222-5993  or  e-mail  her  at  books@bowersandmerena.com. 


Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  hank,  and  he  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  he  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders 
will  he  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  he  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest 
will  he  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before 
1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request )  for  com  orders  of  $  500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  hook  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  he 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  hy  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have 
a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7)  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  hy  grading  services  must  he 
returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  rhe  guarantee  to  he  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical 


descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
ithasbeen  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable 
prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  pnxess  we 
have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  he  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979 
and  president  of  the  American  Num  ismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  st  aft  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  hank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  arc  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject 
of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future 
Marker  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  pi  n  <  of  vernx 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  law  s. 

1 0.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  sjsecial  offers  MUule  vc  ha\  t  -n  ».i-  m 
effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  wc  cannot  he  resjxmsible  tor  cm  >i  ■  whu  h  m."  s .  ,n 
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You’ve  come  to  the  right  place  for 

numismatic  Supplies 


“Bausch  &  Lomh”  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 

For  discount  information  on  magnifying  glasses,  see  page  96. 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  a  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses 
fold  into  the  case,  which  serves  as  the  handle. 
Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field 
of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of  coins  for 
grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite 
all-purpose  glass . $23.00 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens 
system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass,  swings 
into  a  chrome-plated  case/handle. 
7X  power.  Dave  Bowers’  favorite!  Limited 
field  of  vision;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched  letters, 
etc.) . $44.00 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette” 
5X  magnifier  of  molded  optical  plastic. 
Folds  into  a  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket 
glass  with  good  field  of  vision.  Priced 
inexpensively;  if  you  lose  it,  you  can 
easily  buy  another . $9.00 


“Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 

(Net  prices,  no  discounts) 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case 
which  opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass 
nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut 
with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI, 
and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe 
manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would 
do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1878-1921,  ever 
formed. 


Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001 :  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/ 


or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray) . $149.95 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-021 :  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS, 

NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $24-95 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album . $12.95 

Sorry,  discounts  do  not  apply  on  Certified  Coin  Estate  Albums. 


Take  the  B&M  discount  for  items  on  the  page.  (See  page  96  for  more  information.) 
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“Intercept  Shield”  Coin  Albums,  Holders  and  Protective  Boxes 


The  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  albums  features  technology  intended  to  provide 
state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion.”  The  manufacturer  states  that 
“this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  material  that  contains  active  additives — 
which  instantly  neutralize  corrosive  agents  and  cleans  the  environment.  A  permanent 
and  irreversible  chemical  reaction  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt  to 
migrate  through  the  material.*”  It  is  said  that  these  holders  will  stabilize  the  surface 
of  a  coin — in  that  attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way,  “bright”  coins  will  not 
become  toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we  make  no 
warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have  heard 
nothing  but  good  things,  and  we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these  holders  are 
attractively  presented.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 


Coin  Albums  Available 

3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  #ISC1  . $25.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISC2 . 39.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  •  Stock  #ISN3 . 23.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISN4 . 29.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  #ISD5 . 23.80 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISD6 . 27.50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISQ7 . 39.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  #ISQ8 . 29.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  #ISQ9 . 29.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  #ISQ10 . 25.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  #ISHD11 . 27.50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock  #ISHD12 . 23.50 

6  page  Kennedy  Half-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISHD13 . 31.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  #ISMD14 . 27.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock  #ISMD15 . 27.50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  •  Stock  HSPD16 . 23.50 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISED17 . 27.50 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISAED18 . 27.50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISSBA  19 . 23.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  #ISSD20 . 23.50 

Double  Protection  Box  System  •  Stock  #ISDPBS . 13.95 


*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lab 


Innovations.  Tested  by  Lucent  Technologies. 


“Littleton  Albums” 


We  are  offering  selected  Littleton  albums  for  popular  United 
States  coins  series.  Designed  with  collectors  in  mind,  every 
Littleton  album  has  a  sturdy  three-ring  hinder  construction  so 
that  album  pages  can  lie  flat  and  he  easily  removed.  Brass  eyelets 
reinforce  the  pages,  and  thumb  holes  make  slide  removal  conve¬ 
nient.  Crystal  clear  slides  show  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Mintage 
figures  and  other  series  information  included.  If  you  enjoy  col¬ 
lecting  in  the  traditional  way — raw  coins  rather  than  certified  in 
slabs,  these  traditional  albums  are  just  the  thing.  Holders  of  this 
type  have  been  enjoying  a  revival  recently,  as  it  is  fun  to  collect 
and  to  fill  in  the  openings. 


Available  for  Cents,  Nickels,  Dimes,  Quarters,  Halves,  Dollars,  and 
20th-Century  Type  Coins.  Prices  range  from  $16.95-20.95.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  toll-free  at  1  -800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 

GALLERIES 


REPUTATION _ 

A  good  reputation  is  an  enviable  honor.  It  can¬ 
not  be  bought,  sold,  traded,  or  otherwise  acquired 
part  way  through  life,  or  in  the  midst  of  a  business 
career.  It  is  elemental,  and  exists  or  does  not  exist  at 
the  beginning.  A  good  reputation  grows.  It  starts 
with  the  first  person  to  whom  you  are  known  or  with 
whom  you  deal,  and  expands  throughout  your  career 
as  you  come  into  contact  with  more  people.  It  must 
be  maintained  at  all  times  or  it  ceases  to  exist. 


I  enjoy  numismatics,  and  my  pleasant  dealings 
with  the  increasing  number  of  you  who  write  to  buy 
or  to  sell  is  a  constant  inspiration.  I  buy  and  sell  coins 
on  the  basis  of  fairness  and  my  best  judgment  of  value 
to  both  parties.  If  you  have  coins  to  sell,  I  will  be 
pleased  to  buy  at  a  price  which  reflects  the  true  quality 
and  value  of  your  material,  and  will  pay  cash  imme¬ 
diately.  Your  correspondence  is  invited. 


If  you  arc  not  already  on  my  mailing  list,  send 
me  a  card  and  you  will  receive  my  periodical  bulletins 
as  they  are  issued,  listing  choice  coins  for  sale. 

• 

V  .  n  \  v  i  n  no  w  e  n  .s 

20.S  Second  National  Bank  Bldg.  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Tel.  VAIIcv  3-8478 


Q.  David  Bowers ’  advertisement  in  The 
Numismatist,  October  1 955. 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

800-222-5993 
In  NH:  569-5095 

Fax:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com 
e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 
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